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Related Media Introduction Throughout history, man has struggled to understand God and has presented in the
marketplace of religions and ideas distinct characteristics or worldviews of God from traditional theism to
atheism. This also means that not even God knows the future in all its details. This means that rather than God
knowing all things, He is in the process of learning new things as they take place. Scripture presents God as
temporally everlasting, not timelessly eternalâ€¦. Clearly God is temporally related to creatures and projects
himself and his actions along a temporal path. Classical theology teaches that just as God is unlimited or
infinite with respect to time, so God is unlimited with respect to space. The only persons we encounter are
embodied persons and, if God is not embodied, it may prove difficult to understand how God is a personâ€¦.
Embodiment may be the way in which the transcendent God is able to be immanent and why God is presented
in such terms. This will be examined when the hermeneutics of open theism is discussed. His power can, at
least temporarily, be blocked and his will not be done in the short term. It is acknowledged that classical
theism has been more prevalent throughout church history. Millard Erickson points out that while there has
been considerable difference about how God knows the future, there has not been difference about whether he
knows the future. For the open theists this allows them to come to their conclusions without having to feel that
they are departing from historic and orthodox Christian doctrine. Socinus denied the triunity of God, the deity
of Christ, and a substitutionary atonement, among other essentials of the faith. This theological tradition was
later manifest as Unitarianism. We must not study them in the light of modern systems of divinity, but should
aim rather to place ourselves in the position of the sacred writers, and study to obtain the impression their
words would naturally have made upon the minds of the first readersâ€¦. Still less should we allow ourselves
to be influenced by any presumptions of what the Scriptures ought to teach. Therefore it is helpful to
understand the methods employed by open theists in interpreting the Bible. Most of the biblical case for open
theism comes from narrative-type passages. Those are the passages that through story describe what God does.
Primacy is given to narrative descriptions rather than didactic teaching. This holds true as well with the
doctrine of foreknowledge. Open theists emphasize the narrative portions of this chapter involving God
regretting that He has made Saul king 1 Sam. An interpretive center is the designating of one portion of
Scripture as a basis for interpreting other sections of Scripture. A verse or concept is used as the lens through
which all other passages are understood. Classical theism differs in both methodology and conclusions. If 1
John 4: When constructing any doctrine it is important that every passage of Scripture have equal weight.
While the Bible says much about the love of God, it also says that God is holy Lev. The case for openness
rests on a running survey of biblical passages. In fact, it disparages traditional methods that investigate the
details first, before proceeding to the larger picture. For instance, Boyd begins with Genesis 6: He also cites
Numbers Sanders does the same thing, only in more detail, as he selectively goes through Genesis. There
seems to be a lack of understanding the nature of progressive revelation in that they seem to attach greater
weight to Old Testament passages then they do to New Testament passages. As we have seen, how one
interprets these passages makes all the difference in the position one holds. These passages can be grouped
into five categories: It seems clear that if God can hope for one outcome only to be disappointed by another, it
must be possible for humans to thwart his will in some instances. Erickson points out that we all know one day
our parents will die and yet we still experience remorse when that sad day arrives. We need to know that the
God of the Bible is no cold slab of concrete impervious to our carefully defended apostasies. Open theists
contend that is was necessary for God to test the nation so that He could learn what they would do under
certain circumstances. They contend that God was testing His people for the purpose of publicly revealing the
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genuine condition of their hearts. Open theists argue that there are various predictions found throughout the
Bible that were never fulfilled exactly as predicted. The traditional theological answer is that God cannot, but
there are several biblical texts that seem to affirm that what God thought would happen did not come aboutâ€¦.
Sanders argues that this passage was not fulfilled in specific detail because it was actually the Roman rather
than the Jews that bound Paul Acts Pinnock claims that the prophecy failed to be fulfilled precisely because
some stones were left upon the others when the temple was destroyed. Erickson points out that Scripture
remains silent regarding how and when an exact fulfillment took place. Christ could have been using
hyperbole to indicate the totality of the destruction. For example in Numbers And how long will they not
believe in Me, despite all the signs which I have performed in their midst? God was not playing hide-in-seek,
but rather desiring Adam to acknowledge his sinful act and repent. In the same manner God asked the
questions of Numbers For example, Jeremiah 7: If open theists are correct in their reading of the Jeremiah
passage, then not only is God limited in His foreknowledge and foresight, but He is also forgetful about what
He has specifically forbidden in the past. The biblical passages that favor the classical theist position far
outweigh those of the open theist. Of the 4, passages that bear upon divine omniscience and especially, divine
foreknowledge, only , or 2. Verse 4 declares that God knows his speech even before there is a word on his
tongue. This means that God is aware of the human contingency of the spoken word even before the human
decision to speak takes place. In verse 16 the psalmist declares that God was aware of all of his days before
one of them came to be. The text is repetitive in its message that the God of Israel is known as the true and
living God in contrast to idols, and this is evident on the basis that the true God knows and declares the future
before it occurs. The false gods neither know nor declare any such thing. Ware makes three important
observations of these Isaiah texts. First that the context of any and all of the specific predictions within these
texts is one of general claims of broad foreknowledge. Second, that all of the specific predictions given by
God in these tests involve, for their fulfillment, the future free choices and actions of human agents. Third, that
God has chosen to vindicate himself as God by declaring what the future will be. This means that Christ used
his exhaustive present knowledge of Peter to make an educated guess as to what Peter would do in the future.
And how could Christ without an exhaustive knowledge of human contingencies have known that Peter would
deny Him not fewer than or more than three times, but exactly three times? God has a goal, but the routes
remain open. He is never surprised and takes no risk. History flows along a predetermined path. And the fact
that God foresees the future means that God foreknows the future. This foreknowledge is not uncertain or
mutable. It is true and infallible knowledge. The use of the word whom instead of what, means that it is not
faith that is foreknown but the people of God, the elect. Humble Applications Having looked at the debate
from the perspective of history, hermeneutics, and the handling of Scripture, I would now like to make some
humble applications. While there are some positive aspects of open theism, 91 there is also cause for great
concern. Effects on Systematic Theology. There are two concerns here. The first is that when one doctrine in a
systematic theology is reinterpreted, it impacts all other doctrines. No one area of systematic theology can be
developed in isolation. For instance in hamartiology, some open theists teach that God did not expect Adam
and Eve to sin in the Garden of Eden. While not going as far as Charles Hartshorne, Charles Sanders Pierce,
and Alfred North Whitehead have gone, most every open theist uses the language of process theology and
some even acknowledge its developmental roots in their thinking. An old cartoon pictures God in heaven
looking down on earth with His telescope to discover what will happen next. The God of open theism is a God
who can only react to the actions of mere mortals. While open theism attempts to provide answers and comfort
to the problem of suffering, its picture of God is one that creates more sympathy than security. When a drunk
is weaving along the highway at an excessive speed, God has no more knowledge of what that driver will do
than the police officer that is chasing him. So God does not know who will live or die today. That is not a God
who engenders trust, hope, and security. In open theism there is also the perception that all suffering and evil
is the result of evil free agents and bad things just happen with no divine plan. Although many open theists
claim to believe the Bible is the infallible and inerrant Word of God, this is inconsistent with their basic
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teaching. If God cannot know the future infallibly, then the predictions in the Bible that involve free acts
cannot be infallible. Some of them may be wrong and we have no way of knowing which ones. The eschaton
will surprise us because it is not set in concrete; it is not unfolding according to a prescribed script. Open
theists claim that much of prophecy is conditional involving free choices that cannot be known, yet the very
nature and wonder of prophecy is its specificity. All of this would seem to say that there is no sure prophetic
word and that the Scriptures cannot say with authority what the future holds. At first it seems that open theism
has the upper hand when it comes to prayer because emphasis is put on God reacting to our reactions and
requests. God chooses to make himself dependent on us for certain things. And if God does not know the best
course of action for us to follow how can He guide us? And if He does guide us, how can we know it will be
good guidance?
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Fiske endeavours to rear upon it. Supplementary Essay II. A Critical Examination of the Rev. Professor Flint's work on
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