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Chapter 1 : Family Affair - Wikipedia
Despite working on a funny TV show, the cast of Family Affair was eventually plagued by tragedy. Only two members of
the original cast are still alive today: Kathy Garver (who played Cissy) and.

Family Affair hit the trifecta. However, fate took a turn for the worse for the cast and now Kathy Garver, one
of the only two living actors from the show, opens up about the secrets speculated behind the scenes â€” and
the rumored curse. Bad Blood They may have been colleagues for years while on the show, but Garver had
bad blood with a former Family Affair costar, until very recently. Over five centuries have passed since the
show ended, and since then three of the leading actors have died, leaving only Garver and Whitaker as
surviving cast members. However, there was more to the show than meets the eye. Once the curtains closed
for the last time, horrible endings awaited the actors of the once optimistic show. It seemed the stars were
dropping like dominoes, and there was no way of knowing who was going to go down next. Psychological
Problems As the show progressed, the stars acting have significantly changed their appearances â€” and
producer Don Fedderson was not happy about this transformation one bit. The character he desperately wanted
to stay exactly the same was Anissa Jones, and her aging was becoming a problem. This later created
psychological problems for the young star. Less Promising By The Minute Anissa Jones spent most of her
acting career playing the archetypal dainty little girl â€” but as she matured, her future seemed less promising
by the minute. Jones did not know how to handle growing up in the limelight and consequently started
hanging around with the wrong crowd. At a very young age, she sought external, illegal substances to make
her feel better about herself, something she had trouble doing ever since Family Affair ended. Subsequently,
Jones dropped out of high school. She was whipped off every weekend to do PR and she was 8-years-old
when she started the series. In fact, they were just beginning. Johnny Whitaker, much like his on-screen sister
Jones, began taking illegal substances as he grew older. A decade after his divorce in , Whitaker became
hooked on the substances, and his life began to spiral out of control. He felt helpless and could not find a way
out of the dark abyss that became his life, and soon, the addiction would ruin both his professional acting
career, as well as his finances. He selflessly started a non-profit for Spanish-speaking substance abusers,
where he volunteers to this very day and works with the homeless to get them back on their feet. Although his
character may have seemed unhappy at times during the show, Keith was happy as a clam offset, seeing as
how he had a pretty sweet work schedule, thanks to executive producer Don Fedderson who was remarkably
generous when it came to the careers of his leading men. Keith filmed his scenes as Uncle Bill in day blocks,
which enabled him to take more roles. Did What He Wanted Kathy Garver spoke of her former co-star Keith
and said there was no knowing what the talented actor had up his sleeve. The formerly all smiles stand-up guy
turned into a shadow of a man. He suffered from emphysema and was diagnosed with lung cancer, which was
a devastating blow considering he had quit smoking ten years earlier due to the diagnosis. Keith was a heavy
smoker when he was younger and had even appeared in an endorsement campaign in for Camel cigarettes. It
did not look as though things were about to get better for the beloved actor. Keith died of a self-inflicted
gunshot wound. Many speculated the reason for his suicide, claiming it had to do with the fact two months
prior to his death, his daughter Daisy took her own life, that he had financial problems, and that he suffered
from depression throughout his final days. Some argued that since Keith knew he was reaching the end of his
life any way he decided to take things into his own hands. Join His Daughter Keith left his fans, family, and
friends heartbroken, as many were not ready to handle his loss. However, even in his final decision, Keith
thought of others and made sure to leave a short note to explain why he did what he did and explain why his
act should comfort some. School Dropout Sebastian Cabot left school at the age of 14 to work in a car garage,
but despite the major decision to drop out of school, the young Brit was indecisive of what he wanted to do
with his life. After a while, he began to show interest in theatre, and so he joined a repertory company. Cabot
needed to get his career rolling, so he lied on his resume and pretended to have acting experience. In a much
later interview, Cabot admitted he believes acting was very much like lying. Cabot turned to an agency for
representation, and with every audition, his acting was getting better and better. As his skills increased, he
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received significantly more call-backs, and finally, he landed the role of Mr. Giles French on Family Affair.
After the show ended, Cabot was a well-known actor celebrated in his field. Replaced With Another However,
good health was not in the cards for the gifted artist. Cabot had to frequently miss out on tapings of episodes
on account of being seriously ill. In fact, he even had to be temporarily replaced when he could not arrive at
the set for an extended amount of time. It was the veteran English actor, John Williams, who had to step in to
play the part of Mr. Williams ended up covering for Cabot for nine episodes. Premature Death Sadly, it
seemed that the rumored curse of the Family Affair stars was put on Cabot, too. While his premature death
was not a result of self-infliction, Cabot still left this world a lot younger than he should have, denying his fans
from enjoying more work from the skilled actor. Cabot passed away in August at the age of Having suffered
from ill health throughout his entire Family Affair career, the end came when Cabot had a fatal stroke. This
was his second stroke in three years. She also added that he would not have committed suicide as it went
against his Catholic beliefs. At first, he was up and then his second year, he was going through a divorce, and
then, the third year, he met somebody else. Keith explained why he enjoyed challenging himself
professionally, saying: Then this thing came along. Before he ended his life, he was quoted saying he had high
hopes for the future, which led many to believe his death was not a suicide after all. This renewed version
lasted for 16 episodes, out of which only 14 were aired. The one-hour pilot had satisfying ratings, but it was
the subsequent episode, and those that followed that declined against competition such as Survivor, Friends,
and WWF Smackdown. Original cast members Johnny Whitaker and Kathy Garver even appeared in the
Christmas special, but the show was canceled shortly after. The voice heard politely greeting the viewers was
non-other than the great Sebastian Cabot! What A Small World Whitaker began his professional acting career
at the outstandingly young age of three. Whitaker appeared in a television commercial for a local used car
dealer, and was discovered for the adorable frizzy-haired boy he was. Devastating Heartbreak Whitaker
married Symbria Wright in Finally, they held an intervention and threatened not to have any contact with him
unless he got help for his substance abuse. Whitaker agreed and joined a twelve-step program. French who had
the most standout name change. Despite being called Mr. Take Cheers and Frasier, for example. Family Affair
is another example, seeing that it was created by producer Don Fedderson. Ultimately, the shows became
linked when Jody and Buffy appeared in the latter. Just two episodes after their surprise cameo, a couple of
characters from My Three Sons appeared. Nearly Came Back Every single fan of Family Affair was
completely devastated when the show was abruptly canceled. It seemed unreasonable, especially since it was
so popular. In fact, shortly after the show came to an end, the network was planning on bringing it back and
making some more episodes. Nevertheless, due to the success of the similar show The Brady Bunch, they had
a sudden change of heart. Due to its increasing popularity and connection to the show, Mattel ended up
releasing a line of the doll in the late 60s. Not only did it make a lot of money from Mrs. Beasley, but Mattel
also unveiled two dolls of Buffy. One was a talking Buffy told, and even had its own mini Mrs. An Engineer
Wrote The Script? It seems like the creators of Family Affair were very aware of making the show as realistic
as possible. He was a successful engineer, which was ultimately the reason that he had a good home as well as
a big family. As a result, the producers got an actual engineer, the president of the National Society of
Professional Engineers at the time, as a consultant for the script. It was a last minute decision and one that
certainly paid off in the long run. They were actually the offspring of his brother. They went by the name of
Patterson. As the show went on, they ended up being known as Patterson Davis, and it may have been small
tidbit, but it was certainly something that was easy to overlook. Take the two surviving stars, Johnny
Whittaker and Kathy Garver, for example, who are respected stage actors. Garver has most recently starred in
plays such as Absolutely Dead and Dinner at Five. This was extremely clear after being close to landing the
iconic role of Regan in the classic The Exorcist. Unfortunately, Jones was typecast during her short career.
Each season was shot in less than 60 days. As a result, every actor, crew member and extra needed to be on
call during that two month period, making sure that they had no other plans. What attracted casual fans to the
show the most was probably the many famous guest stars. Quite simply, Anissa Jones broke her leg in real
life. She was playing in the playground when the accident happened. It was completely unexpected and the
writers were completely unprepared for it. As a result, they chose to write her accident into the script and
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make an episode out of it. It took just a day to write! As a result, every season had a different director at the
helm.
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Chapter 2 : Kathy Garver - IMDb
Tense Relationships Family Affair had everything a successful sitcom in the 's should have. It starred cute kids, took
place in a unique location, and had a hilarious English butler. Now, Kathy Garver reveals secrets from the show and its
cast and the curse associated with it.

Facebook Family Affair had made a lot of people laugh during the time it was aired. But what happened to the
cast now? Had they always been the fun-oriented people they portrayed many years ago? Sadly, the answer is
no. Unfortunately, only two of the original casts are still alive these days, while the others rather had tragic
deaths. Kathy made an appearance in Oprah and revealed the stories of her co-stars whom she still remembers
fondly. She reminisced on how Sebastian Cabot had trouble learning his lines for his character Giles French.
He also remembered how hard Brian Keith and him worked for the characters they had to play, but they had
great time. Unluckily, Sebastian died of stroke six years after the sitcom had stopped airing. His death,
however, is the least tragic. He also had three adopted children and had always been fond of kids. Keith had a
hard battle with cancer, and due to his strong personality and being in control with his life, he also decided its
end. Brian died by committing suicide. Mary Anissa Jones played little Buffy in the show. She showed an
adorable and bright character all throughout. Mary Anissa had a very tough time as a child star. Drugs had
been her way of coping up, but it bit her back in the end. At the age of 18, she died from overdose. Johnny
Whitaker also added that he, too, had substance abuse during his younger years. Fortunately, he got through it
with the help of friends and family, as well as proper rehabilitation.
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Chapter 3 : Tinseltown Talks â€“ Family Affairâ€™s Kathy Garver Back in a Family Mystery â€“ Owego Pe
Kathy Garver is best known for portraying teenage sister Cissy Davis on Family Affair, the iconic CBS sitcom that ran for
five seasons from through The show holds a special place in the hearts of millions.

The show celebrates its 50th anniversary on Monday, Sept. At age 70, Garver and co-star Johnny Whitaker are
the only remaining main cast members from A Family Affair who are alive today. Interestingly , they share a
birthday. Garver has continued on with a massive amount of voice over work. She can be heard on cartoons,
commercials and audiobooks. My Family Affair of Life in Hollywood. How is life in La-La land? So you live
in gay land instead? Yes, we have lots of fun! Have you been to Chicago before? It is one of my most favorite
cities. How did your part on A Family Affair come about? I have been working since I was a child. Something
happened to the original Cissy so they needed a new one but they wanted a blonde-haired, blue-eyed girl. At
that time I had brown hair and brown eyes. My mother sprayed my hair with Streaks and Tips Hairspray that
makes your hair lighter. It made my hair bronze gold. It was very hard so when you tapped it it would not
move. When I met with the producer, he asked what was wrong with my hair. He said it looked green. What is
The Annoyance Theater event? I am playing one of the characters in the cast. There are three stories that we
will present. It is interesting because I am working on a project with Silicon Valley about movie scripts. There
is a new company that is taking some of these screenplays, buying them for nothing, who have had them in the
warehouses for years. For one reason or another they never got produced. They are first turning them into
books then movies. How did the voice over work come about? I remember when I first went to audition on a
commercial for voice over work and it was for tuna. The person wanted me to try a different voice and I had
no idea how to do it. I took lessons after that. Once I understood the concept I had a natural melody to my
voice. That bodes very well for cartoons or commercials. I have done about 70 audiobooks. I have done four
Oasis Audio that is right there in Illinois. I now teach voice work. I love going to comic-book conventions. I
bring my Firestar character with me. What are your plans after the Chicago appearance? Then I am making a
speech in Washington, D. Where Are They Now? I have a star on the Walk of Stars in Palm Springs. I am
going to do two people each show that have stars on there. If there is a star like Frank Sinatra who is no longer
with us then we will have a retrospective of him. I look forward to seeing you in Chicago. Come see me at all
the events if you have time. I promise not to talk so much! Information on that event can be found at
TheAnnoyance. Windy City Media Group does not approve or necessarily agree with the views posted below.
Please do not post letters to the editor here. Please also be civil in your dialogue. If you need to be mean, just
know that the longer you stay on this page, the more you help us. Season six dropped in If only I could place
him. If only I could place him, although Reprint by permission only. PDFs for back issues are downloadable
from our online archives. Return postage must accompany all manuscripts, drawings, and photographs
submitted if they are to be returned, and no responsibility may be assumed for unsolicited materials.
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Chapter 4 : Family Affair (TV Series â€“) - IMDb
Actress Kathy Garver, known for her role in the s sitcom "Family Affair," has listed her San Mateo home of 35 years for $
million.

Garver has penned a book, "Surviving Cissy," about her life and years in Hollywood. She spoke to FOX about
it. Why do you think the show is so beloved? I think one, it has a universal theme. And this particular
television show shows how this can be accomplished. Two I think it relies on a classic theme. I think that
resonates and people can go back week after week knowing that the problem will be resolved, maybe not to
their liking. Do you still get fan mail? It is really amazing to me. I was abused as a child and it was one of the
only places I could go and get solace. When the show ended she really wanted nothing more to do with show
business. She was whipped off every weekend to do PR and she was 8-years-old when she started the series.
And her brother died of a drug overdose? And Johnny Whitaker Jody had his issues. Brian Keith committed
suicide. He was given two weeks to live. He was always in charge of his life and he was going to be in charge
of his own death kind of thing. What was Charlton Heston like? I just thought he was magnificent. We stayed
friends till he died. He was gracious and generous and strong. A lot of the stars were actually in the military
and they were really strong characters. I liked that about Charlton and Brian. You talk about threads in the
book. I think our lives are connected by threads. Invisible threads, strong threads, sparkling threads, but I think
there is so much interconnectivity between people and I acknowledge that and I see it all the time. I think
some of that is divine. Faith plays a big part in your life. I believe in a higher spirit. You got married later in
life and had your son when you were I love being an older mother. He keeps me so young. You have a
successful career as a cartoon voice. I just keep on trekking.
Chapter 5 : Los Angeles Times - We are currently unavailable in your region
At the age of 20, Kathy Garver was cast in the role of Cissy, the oldest sibling on the beloved TV sitcom, "Family Affair".
For more on #WhereAreTheyNow, vis.

Chapter 6 : Family Affair â€” Kathy Garver
YouTube. Even though the cast of Family Affair worked together on a funny show, they were eventually plagued by
misfortune. Today, only two members of the original cast are still alive: Johnny Whitaker (who played Jody) and Kathy
Garver (who played Cissy).

Chapter 7 : Kathy Garver - Wikipedia
Kathy Garver played Johnny Whitaker's older sister on the 's sitcom Family Affair for five years
calendrierdelascience.com the over 50 years they've known each other, their televised, on-screen family has been
through numerous ups and downs, but it seems this particular show had its cast members end up in the most
unfortunate circumstances.

Chapter 8 : Kathy Garver of Family Affair Talked About Her Co-starsâ€™ Deaths â€“ OMG
From to Kathy Garver co-starred as Cissy in the beloved sitcom "Family Affair." The year-old actress started acting as a
child, appearing in films such as "The Ten Commandments," and.

Chapter 9 : Kathy Garver Opens Up About Co-Stars' Tragic Fates
STORIES. Kathy Garver Opens Up About The Tragic Death Of Her "Family Affair" Co-Stars How well do you remember
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Family Affair? It was on the air from to.
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