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Today, teaching multicultural education requires thinking critically and examining why inequalities exist in
the classrooms and schools, as some students are exposed to social justice issues regarding multicultural
education. Students, families, educators, and governing boards all face challenges as they grapple with
multicultural education. Keywords Accountability; Brown vs. An Overview Overview Multicultural education
refers to an educational approach that integrates four factors that encourage diversity and equality into a
curriculum: Obiakor writes that citizens must become more ethnically, linguistically, and more culturally
aware, to revamp the thinking of schools and society as a whole. Multicultural education encompasses all
Americans, and educational and vocational options should be available for everyone. A common
misconception of many educators is that multicultural education is only for students of color. They believe
they are "doing" multicultural education by adding information about minority groups into their lesson plans.
Teaching practices in multicultural education however, focus on individual differences, incorporate cultural
experiences of students, identify diverse ways of learning and viewing the world, and advocate for democracy
and equality in the classroom. Culturally trained teachers place students at the center of their teaching. Origins
in Equal Opportunity Movements A recent foundation for multicultural education came from the fight for
equal opportunity in early As women, low-income citizens and others from oppressed ethnic and religious
group fought for various equalities, they also fought to have the same educational opportunities as men.
Despite opposition from the community, in the nineteenth century, courageous educators from minority
groups established schools to support underrepresented groups of people. For example, in Brown v. Board of
Education, separate-but-equal education for African American and White students was declared illegal by the
Supreme Court in This case, along with other civil rights fights opened the door for multicultural education,
making room for education about African Americans, Latinos, Asian Americans and Native Americans in the
classroom. Because all students, despite gender, race, ethnicity, social class, or cultural characteristics, deserve
an equal opportunity to be educated, teachers are expected to have the knowledge and skills to relate to many
cultures and understand student diversity as it continues to grow Banks, ; Banks et. Multicultural Principles
across the Curriculum All academic areas should include principles that reflect multicultural education
because diversity and equality issues act as a major facet of the curriculum. But this is only a starting place.
Through observation and direct exposure, many American Indian students gain a substantial knowledge base
of mathematics and science within their communities. Parents teach their children various survival techniques
including decision-making skills. They also teach them to interpret new experiences based on previous
situations, all as part of their Native traditions. Charter Schools In response to unwillingness to incorporate
multicultural education into the curriculums, charter schools and private schools were established to fill the
gap that exists in public school educational curricula. In a number of urban areas, schools with an Afrocentric
focus exist. Across the country, Latino and Native American groups have established schools that focus on
their cultures, and Catholic, Lutheran, Jewish, Islamic, Black Muslim, Amish, and other groups have built
schools that reinforce their values and beliefs. Though mandates like NCLB place emphasis on quality and
accountability in education including teacher preparation programs, a focus on cultural understanding has been
omitted in the mandate, leaving some students behind as a result. However, the manner in which educators
have responded to the demographic shift racial, cultural, linguistic in student learners has not been sufficient,
leaving some students less prepared than others because of cultural incompetence. Not only is it important that
teachers are culturally competent for academic purposes, it is also necessary for them to have the ability to
respond to a child appropriately, despite any differences. For example, the self-esteem of a student from a
different racial, linguistic or cultural background can be affected based on a negative or positive response from
a teacher Brown, This standard has influenced the growth in teacher education programs in regard to
multicultural education Hill-Jackson, Sewell, Waters, , but an actual understanding of cultures is sometimes
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lost. Many preservice teachers preparing to enter the education field receive the knowledge and skills
necessary to teach multicultural education courses. However, the effectiveness of these classes has been
questioned because they lack culturally sensitive perspectives, attitudes and practices. The offering of only one
course that is at best pacifist, and at worst ineffective in meeting the needs of diverse learners, might explain
the level of effectiveness experienced by students. Their resistant attitudes toward multicultural education tend
to reflect deficits in five interconnected personal dispositions:
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instruction and school environments the concepts of culture, diversity, equality, social justice, and democracy in the
school setting; will lead to an understanding of the development and practice of multicultural education.

Volume 6, Issue B It goes beyond teaching tolerance of differences, and it is much deeper than studying or
celebrating Black History Month in February. So, what is multicultural education? To answer the question, we
must first understand the goals, definitions, and a predominant model of multicultural education Banks,
Although I am not an adult basic educator, multicultural education as it is studied, conceptualized, and
practiced in K and higher education is applicable to adult basic education as well. In the next sections, I review
the goals of multicultural education and provide a theoretical framework for implementing multicultural
education into adult basic education programs. Defining Multicultural Education If you were to ask educators
to define what multicultural education is, you would be unlikely to receive the same answer twice. The
responses would range from adding new and diverse materials and perspectives to existing curricula to
discussions of teaching styles and pedagogical approaches that meet the needs of traditionally
underrepresented groups. Others might talk about education as a part of a larger, oppressive system, and
explain that multicultural education must work to deconstruct this system. While multicultural education can
be conceptualized in many different ways, some of the leaders in the field for example: While these outcomes
may be by-products, the primary goal of multicultural education is to promote the education and achievement
of all students, particularly those who are traditionally dismissed and underserved in our education system see
box below. Sonia Nieto defines multicultural education as antiracist basic education for all students that
permeates all areas of schooling, characterized by a commitment to social justice and critical approaches to
learning. Furthermore, multicultural education challenges and rejects racism and other forms of discrimination
in schools and society. It accepts and affirms differences in race, ethnicity, religion, language, economics,
sexual orientation, gender, and other differences that students, communities, and teachers encompass. It should
permeate the curriculum and instructional strategies used in schools, as well as interactions among teachers,
students, and families in school and outside of it Nieto, A Model for Curricular Infusion The implementation
of multicultural education varies greatly. James Banks , , a leader in the field of multicultural education,
developed a model to explore and define different approaches to the integration of multicultural content into
the curriculum. The model includes four approaches to content integration from easiest to implement and least
likely to lead to the goals of multicultural education, to most challenging, and offering the most potential. The
Contributions Approach Commonly referred to as the heroes and holidays approach, this first level of content
integration is probably the most frequently utilized form of multicultural education. It is characterized by the
addition of ethnic heroes into the existing curriculum by using criteria similar to those used to select
mainstream heroes. The curriculum remains essentially unchanged in terms of its basic structure, goals, and
main ideas. Ethnic content may be limited to special days, weeks, months, or events. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Teachers might involve students in lessons or experiences related to the event, but little attention is given to
the ethnic groups either before or after the event, nor is the cultural significance or history of the event
explored in any depth. The contributions approach gains its popularity from the fact that it is the easiest
approach to use. It requires no alterations to the existing curriculum, and can give the illusion that diversity is
being celebrated. The approach, however, has many limitations. Perhaps most significant is that it does not
give students the opportunity to see the critical role of ethnic groups in US society. Rather, the individuals and
celebrations are seen as an addition or appendage that is virtually unimportant to the core subject areas.
Furthermore, teaching about heroes and holidays does not ensure any discussion of oppression, social
inequity, and struggles with racism and poverty. In this approach, the heroes that are represented tend to
reinforce the American bootstrap myth: Individuals are taken out of a cultural context and viewed from a
dominant perspective. This approach can potentially - yet inadvertently - lead to the reinforcement and
perpetuation of stereotypes by presenting a superficial and trivial understanding of ethnic cultures. The

Page 6

DOWNLOAD PDF A STUDY GUIDE TO MULTICULTURAL EDUCATION
Additive Approach The second level of content integration is the additive approach, sometimes called the
ethnic additive approach. Much like the heroes and holidays approach, this one allows the teacher to put
content into the curriculum without restructuring it. It takes little time, effort, planning, or training. For
example, when teaching a unit about "the Westward Movement," a teacher might decide to include a section
on the Crow Indians. The unit remains from the dominant perspective because it is focusing on the movement
of European Americans from the East to the West of the United States, rather than considering that the Crow
Indians were already in the West, and they were not moving. The additive approach is often the first phase of
curriculum restructuring yet, in itself, it poses many of the same problems as the contributions approach.
Material is studied from the perspective of mainstream historians and the events, concepts, ideas, and issues
are presented from a dominant perspective. Like the first level, this approach seems to defy many of the basic
tenets of multicultural education. Individuals or groups of people from marginalized groups in society are
included in the curriculum, yet racial and cultural inequities or oppression are not necessarily addressed. The
additive approach fails to help students understand how the dominant and ethnic cultures are interconnected
and interrelated. Neither of the first two levels of content integration attempts to examine and deconstruct
structures in our society that maintain racial inequity. Because these approaches are the easiest and require the
least amount of change on the part of educators, they are the most commonly seen in the field of education.
The Transformative Approach The transformative approach differs fundamentally from the first two. It
enables students to see concepts from several cultural and ethnic perspectives. In the transformative approach,
a teacher might introduce a unit on emigration by studying the "Eastward Movement" of Asian Americans, the
"Westward Movement" of the European Americans, the "Southern Encroachment" of European Americans,
and the impact these movement patterns had on those people already living on the land Native Americans.
Specifically, a student might examine the impact of the creation of reservations, Indian schools, missionary
work and other genocidal policies from the perspective of both the people of the Crow tribe or other native
tribes across the United States , and from the dominant, European- American perspective. They might explore
how such policies contributed to the loss of thousands of lives, the obliteration of entire tribes, and the
eradication of language, religion and culture for the Native American people who lived on this land. The
challenge of this approach is that it requires a complete transformation of the curriculum and, in some cases, a
conscious effort on the part of the teacher to deconstruct what they have been taught to think, believe, and
teach. For example, growing up in the United States or Canada, most of us, regardless of our race or ethnicity,
have learned that white, European men made the history, and, on occasion, others helped out. When taught
about people of color, more often than not, it has been from a dominant perspective. To embrace the
transformative approach, teachers must be willing to deconstruct their own existing knowledge, explore
alternative perspectives critically, research and include voices and ideas other than those traditionally
presented to us, and address their own roles in perpetuating racism and oppression. The Decision Making and
Social Action Approach The fourth and final approach to the integration of content into the curriculum
includes all of the elements of the transformative approach but adds components that require students to make
decisions and to take action related to the concept, issue, or problem they have studied. This approach requires
that students not only explore and understand the dynamics of oppression, but also commit to making
decisions and changing the system through social action. For example, in a decision making and social action
approach curriculum, students develop and implement strategies to eradicate racism, sexism, or any other form
of oppression in their schools, work environments, and personal lives. Students working at this level of
infusion might explore how racism, stereotypes, and detrimental policies are still manifested in our society and
in their environments by using self-reports, interviews, and other data to provide multiple perspectives on the
topic. Then they could analyze their own values and beliefs, apply their new knowledge, identify alternative
courses of action and decide what, if any, actions they will take to address these issues in their school,
workplace, or community. The major goal of this approach is to teach students thinking and decision making
skills, to empower them, and help them acquire a sense of political awareness and efficacy. Conclusion While
the decision making and social action approach is perhaps the most challenging approach to curricular
infusion, it is the most commonly ascribed to by the leaders in the field e. If the primary goal of multicultural
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education is transformation, it will happen only when students are given the opportunity to participate in an
equitable education, when they are informed about existing inequities, and when they are empowered to make
decisions to change our society. Finally, it is unrealistic to expect teachers to move directly from a dominant
perspective curriculum to one that focuses on decision making and social action. Rather, it is more reasonable
to see teachers blending their approaches and using the contributions approach as a starting place from which
to move gradually to the more challenging approaches. Implementing multicultural education effectively can
take time, energy, and a great deal of work. But imagine, for a moment, the potential: Learners seeing
themselves in the curriculum, their voices being heard and valued in the classroom. Students feeling a part of
the educational process, learning and obtaining the high expectations that are set for them, and beginning to
believe that they belong. Imagine students feeling informed, competent, and able to make decisions that have
an impact on their lives, their children, and generations to come. Multicultural education holds the power to
transform, it provides hope at a time when the future is unclear, and, perhaps most importantly, it provides an
opportunity for us to imagine the world as a fair, equitable, and just place in which to live and work. Beyond
Heroes and Holidays: Network of Educators on the Americas. Educating Citizens in a Multicultural Society.
White Teachers, Multiracial Schools. Unpacking the invisible knapsack. The Light in their Eyes: Creating
Multicultural Learning Communities. The Sociopolitical Context of Multicultural Education 2nd ed. White
Plains, New York: Multicultural Education as Social Activism. Making Choices for Multicultural Education:
Five Approaches to Race, Class and Gender. For many years, she has worked across the country as a training
consultant with various school districts, colleges, and continuing education programs in the area of diversity
and multicultural education.
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What is Multicultural Education? Multicultural education relates to education and instruction designed for the
cultures of several different races in an educational system. This approach to teaching and learning is based
upon consensus building, respect, and fostering cultural pluralism within racial societies. Multicultural
education acknowledges and incorporates positive racial idiosyncrasies into classroom atmospheres. Pros of
Multicultural Education A significant demographic transformation is on the horizon for the United States of
America. Bennett estimates that "by the year , over 30 percent of our school age population will be children of
color" p. Additionally, research has indicated that ethnic minority students are disproportionately poor,
dropping out of school, being suspended or expelled, and achieving far below their potential relative to the
ethnic majority Bennett, Consequently, teachers must prepare themselves and their children for the ever
changing challenge of interacting and communicating with diverse races. Reduction of fear, ignorance, and
personal detachment are possible benefits to a Multicultural education. The following excerpts are taken from
Paul Gorski , a University of Virginia Doctoral student during a case study interview: The idea of political
correctness with the black race astounds me. I found it extremely interesting that some blacks in our class
prefer to be called African American. In all of my classes I have felt like I was stepping on egg shells as to not
offend the blacks in my class. I am honestly glad it is not that big of an issue to my fellow classmates--it
promotes a more comfortable, genuine environment for me to be totally honest and carefree. Initially, the
student interviewed in the case study reflected an attitude that would probably not facilitate consensus
building, respect for other cultures, or fostering of cultural pluralism within different racial communities and
in the classroom. However, with integrated curriculum, social activities, administrative support, and staff
training, fear, ignorance, and personal detachment may be notably reduced in both students and teachers.
Benefits to multicultural education can help to eliminate the crux of stereotyping, prejudice, racism, and
bigotry Fear, Ignorance, dis-ownership. Multicultural education is the potential catalyst to bring all races
together in harmony. Cons of Multicultural Education According to some views, if one wants to alienate and
further fragment the communication and rapport between ethnic groups, implement multicultural education.
As stated by Bennett , "to dwell on cultural differences is to foster negative prejudices and stereotypes, and
that is human nature to view those who are different as inferior" p. Thus, multicultural education will enhance
feelings of being atypical. Schools in America may see multicultural education as a way to "color blind" their
students to differences. Administrators may view the "color blind" approach as a gate keeper that assures equal
treatment and justice for all students and as a way to facilitate compatibility and sameness of all cultures. We
should focus on the similarities and not the differences to achieve greater equanimity among the races.
Ethnicity is breaking up many nations. If one looks at the former Soviet Union, India, Yugoslavia, and
Ethiopia, all countries are in some type of crisis. Closer to home, one observes the divisiveness of the Rodney
King and O. Simpson trials in our country, we can see how focusing on race and multiculturalism may lead to
a further divisiveness between the races in America. Over time, multicultural education may have unplanned
for and undesired consequences. For example, multicultural education rejects the historic American goals of
assimilation and integration of ethnic cultures into the majority culture. Hence, the perception may result that
America is a country of distinct ethnic groups, as opposed to a more traditional view of the country that
involves individuals making decisions for the good of the order Schlesinger, Multicultural education may
increase the resentment encountered by students who feel that changes in school traditions, curriculum, and
academic standards are not necessary to get along and respect students from ethnic minorities. Since many
institutions resist change of any kind, passive resistance on the part of the administration may simulate
acceptance of the tenants of Multicultural education. Of course, excepting the tenants of multicultural
education should be avoided with enthusiasm and optimism. What would real Multicultural Education look
like? The writer submits that multicultural education must have, as its crux, the below defining characteristics
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to achieve its purposes for students, teachers, parents, and administrators of the school system: If one of the
features is absent, frustration and heightened resentment may occur as backlash behaviors multiply. The
effects of a positive multicultural climate may manifest in a number of ways, such as: In short, the
multicultural educational environment should not be a microcosm of our present American society, with
regard to issues of diversity and tolerance. Many factors determine a successful multicultural atmosphere, but
the features as outlined above may be important indications of success. Administrative support for
multicultural education is critical. How can a house stand if the foundation is fragile. Multicultural education
will be as successful as commitment to it by school administrators. A key factor in any proposed multicultural
initiative is curriculum development. A multicultural curriculum should be considered for several reasons: A
significant demographic transformation is on the horizon for American schools. Educational institutions have
been dictated too long by attitudes, values, beliefs, and value systems of one race and class of people. Theory
and practice 3rd ed. Phi Delta Kappan, - A course in race and ethnicity. Language of closet racism [ On-line:
The cult of ethnicity, good and Bad. Word Perfect Corporation [Computer Software].
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Do you infuse an affirming attitude into your classroom climate? Do you gather knowledge about your
students and their community to develop sociocultural competence? Do you set aside time to refine your
collaborative skills? Do you set aside time to study and learn pedagogy that will help you more effectively
teach diverse students? Developing the Content for Instruction What factors shape the content of what is
taught in classrooms? In a perfect world, how might these influencing factors be different? What do you think
should be added to or taken away from the curriculum? What are your greatest curricular challenges? What
aspects of the curriculum do you find most difficult to teach? In Chapter 4, we talk about "power standards.
What are the characteristics of "power standards? In Chapter 4, we also use the phrase "watering up the
curriculum. How do you "water up the curriculum" in your practice? What is learning strategy instruction?
Why is it particularly helpful for some learners? How do you use learning strategy instruction in your
classroom? In Chapter 4, we describe the use of personalized contextual instruction. What does this term mean
to you? How does personalized contextual instruction help teachers connect students to the content? Describe
how you might apply this idea in your classroom. What role can multicultural education content play in
"watering up the curriculum? How can you infuse multicultural content into your curriculum? Develop a
sample lesson plan that reflects these ideas. Bringing Collaboration into the Classroom for Instruction In a
group, discuss what you know about collaboration between general education teachers, special education
teachers, ESL teachers, and bilingual teachers. Student outcomes will be affected by the nature of
collaboration between educational professionals. Do you agree or disagree? Consider the following statement:
Do you think this can be avoided? What kinds of synchronous and asynchronous collaborative activities might
you consider? Divide your study group into teams of four. In each group, one member will be the expert and
present each of the four major co-teaching practices models to the group. After the presentations, complete the
grid below and discuss. This practice already occurs in my school. This practice seems promising. We would
like to try it! Reflect on your own beliefs and thinking about the parents of your students. Describe your idea
of concerned parents and unconcerned parents by filling in descriptors on the grid below. After you complete
the grid, discuss how you decided which parents are concerned or unconcerned and what factors influenced
your decision. You may wish to repeat the activity by substituting "students" and "teachers" for parents. What
implications does this understanding have for us as teachers, students, parents, and educators?
Chapter 6 : NCSALL: Multicultural Education Connecting Theory to Practice
e-Study Guide for: Multicultural Education: Issues and Perspectives by James A. Banks, ISBN ePub (Adobe DRM) can
be read on any device that can open ePub (Adobe DRM) files.

Chapter 7 : Multicultural Education
Find out what multicultural education is, and the different approaches to the multicultural classroom. Read the lesson,
and then take quiz to test your new knowledge. 4.
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