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SEDL Reading Resources Accurate identification of children who experience delays in attaining critical early
literacy skills is needed to prevent reading problems. Studies have demonstrated that reading problems
become increasingly more resistant to intervention and treatment after the 3rd grade. Given this, early literacy
screening of young children for potential problems with beginning literacy skills is particularly important and
serves a variety of purposes. The appropriate time to begin screening young children has been debated. In
some cases the literature argues that for young children, screening of early literacy skills should occur before
formal literacy instruction begins Badian, , ; Invernizzi et al. The belief underpinning this stance is that the
prevention of reading problems can only be realized if early literacy skills are assessed before children become
immersed in the mechanics of formal literacy instruction Justice et al. In other cases, researchers have stated
that screening in preschool, the summer prior to entrance in kindergarten, or at the beginning of kindergarten
is likely to reduce the predictive accuracy of a screening instrument for two reasons: However, failing to
identify young children exhibiting delays in early literacy acquisition or lacking core literacy skills is a risky
venture. The use of accurate, valid, and reliable screening tools several times throughout the early years can
only help in the identification of those in need of monitoring, further intervention, or remediation. An early
literacy screening tool for preschool- and kindergarten-age children needs to meet several important criteria:
The ability of a screening measure to accurately classify or identify students as at risk or not at risk for poor
reading outcomes is a key component of the measure. Therefore, sensitivity accuracy in identifying at risk
students who in fact later perform poorly on a future measure and specificity accuracy in identifying not at risk
students who later perform positively on a measure are key aspects to consider in evaluating the validity and
reliability of a screening measure for identifying students who are at risk for later reading problems.
Evaluating the classification accuracy of early reading measures is complicated by the fact that many examiner
manuals fail to include information about predictive validity, or classification accuracy Rathvon, This is a
challenge we faced with this overview. Even when manuals and technical reports provided data from
predictive validation studies, typically only correlation coefficients were presented as evidence. The
assessments reviewed for this overview report correlation coefficients for scores on a criterion measure or
between Time 1 and Time 2 administration of the assessment. Sensitivity and specificity were not explicitly
reported in the examiner manuals or technical reports reviewed. This is a limitation, in that the relationship
between the screener and criterion measure does not provide the ability of the assessment to correctly classify
individual children. Table 1 provides info on a few widely used tools for preschool and kindergarten children
and reports the predictive validity and criterion measure used, as well as the skills assessed. Many of the
assessments that did report predictive validity for preschoolers used the kindergarten level of the same
assessment for its criterion measure. This exercise of using the same assessment for predictive validity only
provides information on how a student will perform on this particular assessment, not necessarily predicting
future reading outcomes. Caution is suggested for using assessments without adequate predictive validity i.
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This is the best level for learning new vocabulary. It requires the assistance of a teacher or tutor. This is where
the best progress is made in reading. Children who are forced or permitted to attempt reading beyond the
5-word error limit soon begin to feel frustration when in an instructional setting. This is too hard for the
reader. Word errors are over 10 per running words of text. Comprehension questions are below 70 percent
accuracy. It is, however, all too often observed in the classrooms of well-meaning teachers. If football was run
by the education system If football was handled by the same rules as education, it might look like thisâ€¦. All
teams must make the state playoffs and all MUST win the championship. If a team does not win the
championship, they will be on probation until they are the champions, and coaches will be held accountable. If
after two years they have not won the championship their footballs and equipment will be taken away UNTIL
they do win the championship. All kids will be expected to have the same football skills at the same time, even
if they do not have the same conditions or opportunities to practice on their own. NO exceptions will be made
for lack of interest in football, a desire to perform athletically, or genetic abilities or disabilities of themselves
or their parents. Talented players will be asked to workout on their own, without instruction. Games will be
played year round, but statistics will only be kept in the 4th, 8th, and 11th game. This will create a New Age
of Sports where every school is expected to have the same level of talent and all teams will reach the same
minimum goals. Internet, Author unknown Ms. However, performance tasks such as a writing activity, story
retelling, oral presentation, or other projects can be assessed effectively using a rubric. Rubrics are scoring
guides based on specific criteria for quality work.
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