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He had watched with dismay as the proceedings of the English Convention had devolved into bitter
wranglings over his revenue and as the Whigs had tried to hold up the promised Act of Indemnity, in an
attempt to purge local government for good of their Tory rivals, and to confer an inbuilt majority for their own
partisans in any future parliament. More disturbing to the Dutchman, who had the blood of the House of Stuart
flowing through his veins, was the decision of MPs to turn the Declaration of Rights into law, transforming
sentiments which William had been led to believe were merely the restatements of customary privilege into far
more radical attempts to transfer power from the Crown to Parliament. For a King who had hoped to pass on
the throne with all its powers still intact to his eventual heir â€” at this point, likely to be his nephew, the little
Duke of Gloucester, who had been born to Princess Anne in July and named in his honour â€” such moves
came as a particularly heavy blow. They were interpreted by William as representing nothing more than a
singular mark of ingratitude from a legislature that he alone had saved from ruin. Even though the Corporation
Bill eventually went down to defeat in the Lords in the new year, the threat to hold up the granting of loans for
the war now compelled William to act in order to reassert his will, dissolving the Convention in February and
calling for fresh elections, so that he might preserve both the power of the Crown and his chance of leading an
army into Ireland during the forthcoming campaigning season. With his envoys shuttling from one north
German and Baltic court to the next in an attempt to hire troops, settle subsidies, and preserve the fragile
patchwork of alliances that had maintained the League of Augsburg, William remained fearful that, in his
absence, the States General of Holland might undertake to negotiate a separate peace with France. Further
delays, resulting from the visceral electioneering of February and March , had led William to despair of the
inefficiency and faction that beset English politics, declaring that: Indeed, if the slight, silent, and â€” more
worryingly â€” Calvinist, William had distinctly failed to impress his new subjects, carrying with him always
the dignified reserve of a stranger, then Mary fitted almost perfectly the Tory ideal of a monarch, English to
the core and devoted with every fibre of her being to the rituals and doctrine of the Anglican Church. Almost
entirely without guile, she combined the deference and modesty expected of a dutiful wife with feminine tact
and good grace, and acted as a valuable counterbalance to her sister Anne, who was both attempting to found a
rival polity based about her own Household, and preparing â€” under the tutelage of Sarah Churchill â€” to
play the national card without the faintest trace of shame or scruple. It was this consideration, and the
knowledge that her dull and moon-faced husband, Prince George of Denmark, had managed to change his
allegiances within the space of the last year, with scarcely a blink or any certain reflection, that decided
William upon taking his brother-in-law with him to Ireland, where he would be out of the way of temptation
and, as a staff officer with no real responsibilities, could do no significant harm. William had hoped to sail
first to Scotland, thoroughly securing and pacifying that nation, before landing his reinforcements in Ireland.
One of the most troublesome and intractable of problems was presented by the presence of James himself, for
if he fell in battle his blood would surely be seen to cling to the hands of both his daughter and son-in-law,
while if he was captured he might become as great a nuisance, and as forceful a rallying point, as he had been
before his escapes from London and Rochester. If James could not be dislodged from Ireland, in good
conscience, without the use of force, then William was prepared to make clear to the House of Lords in
January , that high taxation and the ills currently afflicting his lands could only be curbed quickly by the
ending of hostilities, while he was the only commander who was both fully willing and capable of delivering
the knock-out blow. However, had William been a suspicious general he might have felt â€” as the fog closed
in about his yacht as soon as it got out into the Irish Sea, obscuring it from the anxious sight of the look-outs
aboard its escorts â€” that the new campaign appeared to be extremely ill-starred. That same afternoon some
ships, troop transports, supply vessels and men-of-war, together with scores of rowboats and pleasure craft
loaded with curious spectators, crowded into the harbour at Carrickfergus, as William III was slowly rowed

Page 1

DOWNLOAD PDF BANKS OF THE BOYNE
ashore and the guns of the fleet answered the salute given by the cannon run out on the castle walls, intoning
both a welcome obeisance and the thunderous intent of a second King who had arrived in Ireland to claim
what he believed to be his by right. He had spent the winter in Dublin, presiding over a little court which, with
its attendant pages, gentlemen ushers, grooms, cooks and confectioners, attempted to replicate the functions
and formulas of his old Household at Whitehall. Scurrilous tongues at Versailles would credit James with
keeping two of his Irish mistresses â€” allegedly but poor creatures, all skin and bone â€” close by, while later
aristocratic visitors to Dublin would accord him only the far more mundane honour of introducing spaniels
into the land, and with popularising the breed, after a little pack of the animals was seen to be constantly
trailing in his wake. James had been troubled by the late arrival of the French fleet and resolutely clung to the
belief that the landing of crack French regiments would not only restore the military balance in his favour, but
also assist in the training of his own soldiers, providing the necessary reservoir of expertise that his army had
hitherto struggled to make good. Though it seemed that the King had won his battle with Louvois to make a
straight exchange, with numerical parity of forces on either side, he bitterly resented the attempt by the French
military to strip his army of its best officers. Although James had never particularly cared for Sarsfield, whom
he had considered stupid, he had grown to value his usefulness and bravery after his capture of Sligo, and
refused to be parted from him. It is conceivable that the King might have been prepared to send his son
Berwick into France, if he could have been guaranteed the command of the Irish Brigade, but his allies were
not inclined to trust such an important post to a youth, who although recognised as a promising and
courageous officer, still lacked wide-ranging experience of independent action. The natural choice to lead the
Brigade had been Justin Macarty, who was competent, well-bred and respected by both parties, but whose
gifts would not outshine or provoke the jealousy of too many French officers in the constant search for
preferment, honours and titles. Unfortunately, his capture at Newtown Butler had effectively removed him
from the frame, until he chose to break his parole in the most controversial of manners, and rejoined a clearly
delighted King James in Dublin in December
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This section needs additional citations for verification. Please help improve this article by adding citations to
reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. January Learn how and when to remove
this template message The Williamite army at the Boyne was about 36, strong, composed of troops from many
countries. William did not have a high opinion of his English and Scottish troops,[ citation needed ] with the
exception of the Ulster Protestant "skirmishers" who had held Derry in the previous year. Moreover, they had
only been raised recently and had seen little battle action. The Jacobites were 23, strong. They had been hastily
trained, poorly equipped, and only a minority of them had functional muskets. In fact, some of them carried
only farm implements such as scythes at the Boyne. He was heard to remark that "the place was worth fighting
for". The Williamites reached the Boyne on 29 June. The day before the battle, William himself had a narrow
escape when he was wounded in the shoulder by Jacobite artillery while surveying the fords over which his
troops would cross the Boyne. Map of the Battle of the Boyne. South being up; west to the right. A small
hamlet 8. The Williamite Camp 9. The hill whence William saw the Jacobite camp Place were William was
wounded Bridge near Slane Where the Dutch passed the river French and Enniskillingers ditto Village of
Duleek Low marshy ground The battle itself was fought on 1 July O. William sent about a quarter of his men
to cross the river at Roughgrange , about 4 kilometres 2. What neither side had realised was that there was a
deep, swampy ravine at Roughgrange. Because of this ravine, the opposing forces there could not engage each
other, but literally sat out the battle. The Williamite forces went on a long detour march which, later in the
day, almost saw them cut off the Jacobite retreat at the village of Naul. Having secured the village of
Oldbridge, some Williamite infantry tried to hold off successive cavalry attacks with disciplined volley fire,
but were scattered and driven into the river, with the exception of the Blue Guards. The Jacobites retired in
good order. William had a chance to trap them as they retreated across the River Nanny at Duleek , but his
troops were held up by a successful rear-guard action. The casualty figures of the battle were quite low for a
battle of such a scaleâ€”of the 50, or so participants, about 2, died. At the time, most casualties of battles
tended to be inflicted in the pursuit of an already-beaten enemy; this did not happen at the Boyne, as the
counter-attacks of the skilled Jacobite cavalry screened the retreat of the rest of their army, and in addition
William was always disinclined to endanger the person of James, since he was the father of his wife, Mary.
The Jacobites were badly demoralised by the order to retreat, which lost them the battle. Many of the Irish
infantrymen deserted. The Williamites triumphantly marched into Dublin two days after the battle. The
Jacobite army abandoned the city and marched to Limerick , behind the River Shannon , where they were
unsuccessfully besieged. Soon after the battle, William issued the Declaration of Finglas , offering full
pardons to ordinary Jacobite soldiers, but not to their leaders. After his defeat, James did not stay in Dublin,
but rode with a small escort to Duncannon and returned to exile in France, even though his army left the field
relatively unscathed. There is an oral tradition[ citation needed ] stating that no battle took place at all, that a
symbolic victory was shown by the crossing of the River Boyne and that the total fatalities were a result of
Williamite cavalry attacking the local able-bodied men. It was destroyed in The battle was overshadowed by
the defeat of an Anglo-Dutch fleet by the French two days earlier at the Battle of Beachy Head , a far more
serious event in the short term; only on the continent was the Boyne treated as an important victory. Its
importance lay in the fact that it was the first proper victory for the League of Augsburg , the first-ever
alliance between the Vatican and Protestant countries. The victory motivated more nations to join the alliance
and in effect ended the fear of a French conquest of Europe. The Boyne also had strategic significance for both
England and Ireland. In Scotland, news of this defeat temporarily silenced the Highlanders supporting the
Jacobite rising , which had been led by Bonnie Dundee who was killed the previous July at the Battle of
Killiecrankie. In Ireland, the Boyne fully assured the Jacobites that they could successfully resist William. Due
to the political situation mentioned above, the Pope also hailed the victory of William at the Boyne and
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ordered the bells of the Vatican to be rung in celebration. It allowed James to leave for France and allowed
most Irish land owners to keep their land provided they swore allegiance to William of Orange. Few did so
within two years, and the concession was withdrawn from the remainder. Commemoration[ edit ] View of the
commemorative Boyne Obelisk prior to erected in The Boyne, which, in the old Julian calendar , took place
on 1 July O. In , the Gregorian calendar was also adopted in Ireland. But, after the Orange Order was founded
in amid sectarian violence in County Armagh , the two events were combined in the late 18th century. Please
help improve this section by adding citations to reliable sources. September Learn how and when to remove
this template message The Battle of the Boyne remains a controversial topic today in Northern Ireland , where
some Protestants remember it as the great victory over Catholics that resulted in the sovereignty of Parliament
and the Protestant monarchy. In recent decades, "The Twelfth" has often been marked by confrontations, as
members of the Orange Order attempt to celebrate the date by marching past or through what they see as their
traditional route. Some of these areas, however, now have a nationalist majority who object to marches
passing through what they see as their areas. The battlefield today[ edit ] River Boyne, west of Drogheda,
today The site of the Battle of the Boyne sprawls over a wide area west of the town of Drogheda. In the
County Development Plan for , Meath County Council rezoned the land at the eastern edge of Oldbridge , at
the site of the main Williamite crossing, to residential status. A subsequent planning application for a
development of over houses was granted by Meath County Council and this was appealed against by local
historians to An Bord Pleanala The Planning Board. In March , after an extremely long appeal process, An
Bord Pleanala approved permission for this development to proceed. However, due to the current[ when? The
current Interpretive Centre dedicated to informing tourists and other visitors about the battle is about 1-mile 1.
On 4 April , in a sign of improving relations between unionist and nationalist groups, the newly elected First
Minister of Northern Ireland, the Reverend Ian Paisley , was invited to visit the battle site by the Taoiseach
Prime Minister Bertie Ahern later in the year. Following the invitation, Paisley commented that "such a visit
would help to demonstrate how far we have come when we can celebrate and learn from the past so the next
generation more clearly understands". A new tree was also planted in the grounds of Oldbridge House by the
two politicians to mark the occasion.
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The Battle of the Boyne (Irish: Cath na BÃ³inne IPA: [Ëˆkah nÌªË É™ ËˆbË oË•nÌªÊ²É™]) was a battle in between the
forces of the deposed King James II of England, and those of Dutch Prince William of Orange who, with his wife Mary II
(his cousin and James's daughter), had acceded to the Crowns of England and Scotland in

See Article History This contribution has not yet been formally edited by Britannica. Articles such as this one
were acquired and published with the primary aim of expanding the information on Britannica. Although these
articles may currently differ in style from others on the site, they allow us to provide wider coverage of topics
sought by our readers, through a diverse range of trusted voices. These articles have not yet undergone the
rigorous in-house editing or fact-checking and styling process to which most Britannica articles are
customarily subjected. Interested in participating in the Publishing Partner Program? James, a Roman Catholic
, had been forced to abdicate in and, with the help of the French and the Irish, was attempting to win back his
throne. His army soon controlled the entire island, except two Protestant strongholds in Ulster in the
northâ€”Londonderry and Enniskillenâ€”to which it laid siege in April Both sieges were eventually ended in
August: Having lost control of Ulster, James then headed with his army toward Dublin. The same month, a
20,strong army sent by William landed at Bangor and headed south. With its progress to Dublin blocked by
James, the army withdrew, and both armies camped for the winter. The following June, William landed at
Carrickfergus in Ulster and headed south to join his troops and confront James. The two armies finally met up
by the River Boyne, 25 miles 40 km north of Dublin. The two sides were quite different in makeup. His Irish
infantry were mainly untrained peasants who had been pressed into military service. They were poorly
equipped, some with obsolete matchlock muskets and others with scythes and other farm implements. Only
the Irish cavalry were of a high caliber. Facing them was an international Williamite army of around 36, men.
William was the de facto ruler of Holland and was able to draw on infantry regiments from there and
Denmark. These were professional soldiers equipped with the latest flintlock muskets. They fought alongside
a large number of French Huguenot or Protestant troops sent into exile from France because of their religion,
as well as English and Scottish troops and some Ulster Protestants. Crucially, William commanded eight times
as much artillery as James. William almost lost the battle before it started, because the day before he had been
wounded in the shoulder by Jacobite artillery while surveying the various fords across the Boyne over which
his men might pass. Patched up, he took command the next day. He sent about 9, men to cross the river at
Roughgrange. Fearing he might be outflanked, James sent about half his army to challenge this force. What
neither side recognized was that there was a deep ravine in the area that kept the two sides apart and forced
them to sit the battle out without firing a shot. At the main ford at Oldbridge, the elite Dutch Blue Guards
forced their way across the river and drove back the Jacobite infantry. A Jacobite cavalry counterattack pinned
them down until the Williamite cavalry crossed the river and forced the Jacobites to retreat. A successful
rearguard action then saved many of their lives. James quickly fled the field and returned to France, leaving
his demoralized troops behind. Two days later, the Williamite army entered Dublin. The Protestant cause had
triumphed, and the threat of a Catholic restoration was, for a time, ended. Williamite, casualties of 36,;
Jacobite, 1, casualties of 23,
Chapter 4 : The Banks of the Boyne (Epic Novels) by Donna Fletcher Crow
As Mary Hamilton flies from America to Scotland, she dreams of living happily ever after with her new husband in a cozy
cottage. But instead she's pulled into the raging fires of war-torn Ireland.

Chapter 5 : TO THE BANKS OF THE BOYNE I | Weapons and Warfare
The Banks of the Boyne has 17 ratings and 3 reviews. Anne said: As I loved Donna's book about Scotland, The Field's
of Bannockburn I am not a bit surpr.
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Instead, there was merely to be the grim and determined pursuit of his quarry, as the allied army occupied the deserted
depots first at Dundalk and then Ardee, following all the while - at one day's remove - the clouds of dust that indicated
James's line of retreat, and reaching, on the morning of 30 June , the wooded heights that overlooked the Boyne.

Chapter 7 : The Banks of the Boyne: A Quest for a Christian Ireland by Donna Fletcher Crow
Friedrich von Schomberg/SchÃ¶nberg () Parliaments, as William III was coming to appreciate with ever-growing clarity,
could be troublesome things. He had watched with dismay as the proceedings of the English Convention had devolved
into bitter wranglings over his revenue and as the Whigs had tried to hold up the promised Act of Indemnity, in an.

Chapter 8 : Battle of the Boyne - Bank Holidays UK
Check out The Banks of Boyne by Damien O'Kane on Amazon Music. Stream ad-free or purchase CD's and MP3s now
on calendrierdelascience.com
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An ancient logboat that could be 5, years old was discovered partially embedded in the banks of the River Boyne in
calendrierdelascience.com archaeologist said the boat has a "very rare" feature.
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