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THIS is, then, the last word of physical science up to the present year,  Mechanical laws will never be able to
prove the homogeneity of primeval matter, except inferentially and as a desperate necessity, when there will
remain no other issue -- as in the case of Ether. Modern Science is secure only in its own domain and region;
within the physical boundaries of our solar system, beyond which everything, every particle of matter, is
different from the matter it knows: That matter, which is truly homogeneous, is beyond human perceptions, if
perception is tied down merely to the five senses. In this theory, generated and developed in the brain of a
young man hardly twenty-five years of age, who had never left his native place, a small town of Northern
Prussia Konigsberg one can hardly fail to recognise either an inspiring external power, or the reincarnation
which the Occultists see in it. It fills a gap which Newton, with all his genius, failed to bridge. For, as he
remarks in chapter viii. A very slight alteration of words is needed, and a few additions, to make of this our
Esoteric Doctrine. It is the informing, ever-present moving-power and life-principle, the vital soul of the suns,
moons, planets, and even of our Earth. Another quite occult doctrine is the theory of Kant, that the matter of
which the inhabitants and the animals of other planets are formed is of a lighter and more subtle nature and of
a more perfect conformation in proportion to their distance from the Sun. The latter is too full of Vital
Electricity, of the physical, life-giving principle. Therefore, the men on Mars are more ethereal than we are,
while those of Venus are more gross, though far more intelligent, if less spiritual. The last doctrine is not quite
ours -- yet those Kantian theories are as metaphysical, and as transcendental as any occult doctrines; and more
than one man of Science would, if he but dared speak his mind, accept them as Wolf does. After all, the
admission of this by Science would be only the admission of a natural cause, whether it would or would not
stretch its belief to such metaphysical heights. But then Mahat, the MIND, is a "God," and physiology admits
"mind" only as a temporary function of the material brain, and no more. The Satan of Materialism now laughs
at all alike, and denies the visible as well as the invisible. But here again scientific opinions differ as in
everything else, and there are several men of science who accept views very similar to ours. Consider, for
instance, what Dr. These recognise a distinct vital principle independent of the organism -- material, of course,
as physical force cannot be divorced from matter, but of a substance existing in a state unknown to Science.
Life for them is something more than the mere interaction of molecules and atoms. There is a vital principle
without which no molecular combinations could ever have resulted in a living organism, least of all in the
so-called "inorganic" matter of our plane of consciousness. By "molecular combinations" is meant, of course,
those of the matter of our present illusive perceptions, which matter energises only on this, our plane. And this
is the chief point at issue. The difficulty of really grasping esoteric problems concerning the "ultimate state of
matter" is again the old crux of the objective and the subjective. True, the sensations we receive come from
without, but can we really except in terms of phenomena speak of the "gross matter" of this plane as an entity
apart from and independent of us? To all such arguments Occultism answers: True, in reality matter is not
independent of, or existent outside, our perceptions. Man is an illusion: But the existence and actuality of
other, still more illusive, but not less actual, entities than we are, is not a claim which is lessened, but rather
strengthened by this doctrine of Vedantic and even Kantian Idealism. Thus the Occultists are not alone in their
beliefs. Nor are they so foolish, after all, in rejecting even the "gravity" of modern Science along with other
physical laws, and in accepting instead attraction and repulsion. Cosmic Dhyan-Chohans, Entities, whose
essence, in its dual nature, is the Cause of all terrestrial phenomena. For that essence is co-substantial with the
universal Electric Ocean, which is LIFE; and being dual, as said -- positive and negative -- it is the emanations
of that duality that act now on earth under the name of "modes of motion"; even Force having now become
objectionable as a word, for fear it should lead someone, even in thought, to separate it from matter! It is, as
Occultism says, the dual effects of that dual essence, which have now been called centripetal and centrifugal
forces, negative and positive poles, or polarity, heat and cold, light and darkness, etc. And it is maintained that
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even the Greek and Roman Catholic Christians, are wiser in believing, as they do -- even if blindly connecting
and tracing them all to an anthropomorphic god -- in Angels, Archangels, Archons, Seraphs, and Morning
Stars: For these act very often with more than human intelligence and pertinency. Nevertheless, that
intelligence is denied and attributed to blind chance. But, as De Maistre was right in calling the law of
gravitation merely a word which replaced "the thing unknown" Soirees , so are we right in applying the same
remark to all the other Forces of Science. And if it is objected that the Count was an ardent Roman Catholic,
then we may cite Le Couturier, as ardent a materialist, who said the same thing, as also did Herschell and
many others. Vide Musee des Sciences, August,  From Gods to men, from Worlds to atoms, from a star to a
rush-light, from the Sun to the vital heat of the meanest organic being -- the world of Form and Existence is an
immense chain, whose links are all connected. The law of Analogy is the first key to the world-problem, and
these links have to be studied co-ordinately in their occult relations to each other. When, therefore, the Secret
Doctrine -- postulating that conditioned or limited space location has no real being except in this world of
illusion, or, in other words, in our perceptive faculties -- teaches that every one of the higher, as of the lower
worlds, is interblended with our own objective world; that millions of things and beings are, in point of [[Vol.
But one has to understand the phraseology of Occultism before criticising what it asserts. For example, the
Doctrine refuses as Science does, in one sense to use the words "above" and "below," "higher" and "lower," in
reference to invisible spheres, as being without meaning. Even the terms "East" and "West" are merely
conventional, necessary only to aid our human perceptions. Hence, when "other worlds" are mentioned --
whether better or worse, more spiritual or still more material, though both invisible -- the Occultist does not
locate these spheres either outside or inside our Earth, as the theologians and the poets do; for their location is
nowhere in the space known to, and conceived by, the profane. They are, as it were, blended with our world --
interpenetrating it and interpenetrated by it. There are millions and millions of worlds and firmaments visible
to us; there still greater numbers beyond those visible to the telescopes, and many of the latter kind do not
belong to our objective sphere of existence. Although as invisible as if they were millions of miles beyond our
solar system, they are yet with us, near us, within our own world, as objective and material to their respective
inhabitants as ours is to us. But, again, the relation of these worlds to ours is not that of a series of egg-shaped
boxes enclosed one within the other, like the toys called Chinese nests; each is entirely under its own special
laws and conditions, having no direct relation to our sphere. The inhabitants of these, as already said, may be,
for all we know, or feel, passing through and around us as if through empty space, their very habitations and
countries being interblended with ours, though not disturbing our vision, because we have not yet the faculties
necessary for discerning them. Yet by their spiritual sight the Adepts, and even some seers and sensitives, are
always able to discern, whether in a greater or smaller degree, the presence and close proximity to us of
Beings pertaining to other spheres of life. Those of the spiritually higher worlds, communicate only with those
terrestrial mortals who ascend to them, through individual efforts, on to the higher plane they are occupying.
Thus, while Science sternly rejects even the possibility of there being such to us, generally invisible creatures,
Society, while believing in it all secretly, is made to deride the idea openly. It hails with mirth such works as
the Count de Gabalis, and fails to understand that open satire is the securest mask. Nevertheless, such invisible
worlds do exist. Inhabited as thickly as our own is, they are scattered throughout apparent Space in immense
number; some far more material than our own world, others gradually etherealizing until they become
formless and are as "Breaths. Yet they accept and teach them. If we find, even in the natural world with which
we are acquainted, matter affording a partial analogy in the difficult conception of such invisible worlds, there
seems little difficulty in recognizing the possibility of such a presence. The tail of a comet, which, though
attracting our attention by virtue of its luminosity, yet does not disturb or impede our vision of objects, which
we perceive through and beyond it, affords the first stepping-stone toward a proof of the same. The tail of a
comet passes rapidly across our horizon, and we should neither feel it, nor be cognizant of its passage, but for
the brilliant coruscation, often perceived only by a few interested in the phenomenon, while everyone else
remains ignorant of its presence and passage through, or across, a portion of our globe. And yet see what the
great astronomer, Camille Flammarion, says in his "Pluralite des Mondes. Indeed, it is no question of
superstition, but simply a result of transcendental science, and of logic still more, to admit the existence of
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worlds formed of even far more attenuated matter than the tail of a comet. By denying such a possibility,
Science has played for the last century into the hands of neither philosophy nor true religion, but simply into
those of theology. Whewell disputed the plurality of worlds by appeal to scientific evidence," writes Professor
Winchell. But, if we can conceive of a world composed for our senses of matter still more attenuated than the
tail of a comet, hence of inhabitants in it who are as ethereal, in proportion to their globe, as we are in
comparison with our rocky, hard-crusted earth, no wonder if we do not perceive them, nor sense their presence
or even existence. Only, in what is the idea contrary to science? Cannot men and animals, plants and rocks, be
supposed to be endowed with quite a different set of senses from those we possess? Cannot their organisms be
born, developed, and exist, under other laws of being than those that rule our little world? Is it absolutely
necessary that every corporeal being should be clothed in "coats of skin" like those that Adam and Eve were
provided with in the legend of Genesis? Corporeality, we are told, however, by more than one man of science,
"may exist under very divergent conditions. Winchell -- arguing upon the plurality of the worlds -- makes the
following remarks: The tissues of terrestrial animals are simply suited to terrestrial conditions. Yet even here
we find different types and species of animals adapted to the trials of extremely dissimilar situations. That an
animal should be a quadruped or a [[Footnote continued on next page]] [[Vol. If these microbes, bacteria and
the tutti quanti of the infinitesimally small, are invisible to us by virtue of their minuteness, cannot there be, at
the other pole of it, beings as invisible owing to the quality of their texture or matter -- to its tenuity, in fact?
Conversely, as to the effects of cometary matter, have we not another example of a half visible form of life
and matter? The ray of sunlight entering our apartment, reveals in its passage myriads of tiny beings living
their little life and ceasing to be, independent and heedless of whether they are perceived or not by our grosser
materiality. And so again, of the microbes and bacteria and such-like unseen beings in other elements. We
passed them by, during those long centuries of dreary ignorance, after the lamp of knowledge in the heathen
and highly philosophical systems had ceased to throw its bright light on the ages of intolerance and bigotry
during early Christianity; and we would fain pass them by again now. And yet these lives surrounded us then
as they do now. They have worked on, obedient to their own laws, and it is only as they were gradually
revealed by Science that we have begun to take cognisance of them, as of the effects produced by them. That
an animal should possess just five senses is not a necessity of percipient existence. There may be animals on
the earth with neither smell nor taste. There may be beings on other worlds, and even on this, who possess
more numerous senses than we. The possibility of this is apparent when we consider the high probability that
other properties and other modes of existence lie among the resources of the Kosmos, and even of terrestrial
matter. There are animals which subsist where rational man would perish -- in the soil, in the river, and the
sea". There may be intelligences corporealized after some concept not involving the processes of injection,
assimilation, and reproduction. Such bodies would not require daily food and warmth. They might be lost in
the abysses of the ocean, or laid up on a stormy cliff through the tempests of an Arctic winter, or plunged in a
volcano for a hundred years, and yet retain consciousness and thought. Why might not psychic natures be
enshrined in indestructible flint and platinum? These substances are no further from the nature of intelligence
than carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, and lime. But, not to carry the thought to such an extreme? These suggestions
are made simply to remind the reader how little can be argued respecting the necessary conditions of
intelligent, organized existence, from the standard of corporeal existence found upon the earth. Intelligence is,
from its nature, as universal and as uniform as the laws of the Universe. Bodies are merely the local fitting of
intelligence to particular modifications of universal matter or Force. How long has it taken the world, as it is
now, to become what it is? If it can be said of cosmic dust that some of it comes to the present day "which had
never belonged to the earth before" "World-Life" , how much more logical to believe -- as the Occultists do --
that through the countless ages and millions of years that have rolled away, since that dust aggregated and
formed the globe we live in around its nucleus of intelligent primeval substance -- many humanities, differing
from our present mankind, as greatly as the one which will evolve millions of years hence will differ from our
races, appeared but to disappear from the face of the earth, as our own will.
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Not far away is the Johnson Canyon Tunnel. Though remote and ordinary as tunnels go, it is the gateway to
the steepest railroad grade in North America and a potential bottleneck for the delivery of war supplies. So
vital is this tunnel to the war effort that a twenty-four hour military guard has been assigned for the duration.
But things go awry when Hook receives a call that one of the guards has been killed mid-tunnel by an
oncoming train. Lieutenant Allison Capron from the Army Transportation Department is called in to help with
the investigation. At first, suicide by train is suspected, but the evidence soon suggests homicide resulting
from a love triangle. Unable to fit his own findings into either of these theories, Hook suspects something
more sinister. Runyon soon gets a more interesting task after a train runs down Sgt. Joseph Erikson while on
guard duty in the nearby Johnson Canyon rail tunnel. By rejecting the official theory that the death was
accidental, the detective puts himself at odds with his boss and the army. A humane, credible lead bolsters a
carefully constructed plot. Library Journal Review In this third series entry after Insane Train featuring
one-armed railroad detective Hook Runyan and his dog, Mixer, the war in the Pacific has just ended, and
Hook is investigating the theft of copper from an Arizona scrap yard. He is called to the scene of an accident
where a train has hit a soldier guarding a tunnel. The railroad and the army would like the incident quickly
closed, but Hook is not as sure as the attractive WAC lieutenant is that it was an accident-. A love triangle and
other inconsistencies lead Hook to uncover a crime as well as other secrets. He searched for his arm
prosthesis, finding it under his bunk. Just last week Hook had found it buried in the right-of-way alongside a
porkchop bone. Had he not seen the hook peeking out of the sand, it would have been gone forever. A meager
salary, a passion for rare books, and an occasional drink or two had not lent itself to buying a new prosthetic.
When Hook suggested that he might just throw him in with it, Scrap grinned and walked away. Hook strapped
on the arm before lighting a cigarette. He put on coffee and sat down at the table to watch the sunrise over the
mountain of squashed cars. Beams of sunlight skittered about in the broken windshields and off a thousand
shattered mirrors. By midmorning, the yard would swelter under the sun. By noon, heat would quiver up from
the piles of junk. Hook poured his coffee and sipped at the lip of his cup. He set it aside to cool. But then what
true collector sold his books? In any event, finding such a book in such condition had been lucky, given his
exile in the desert. Scrap West had complained to the railroad about thieves stealing copper off loaded cars. So
Eddie Preston, the divisional supervisor, being an intemperate sort, and still hot over a little incident Hook had
been involved in back in Amarillo, had taken the opportunity to even things up by putting him on the salvage
detail. The night of the Amarillo incident, Hook had found the door seal broken on a sided car. In the process,
the switchman stuck his thumb in the coupler and pulled back a stub. He commenced screaming and cussing,
his stump spewing blood the whole time. Hook rushed in to help stop the bleeding. The car rolled out onto the
main line, gathering up speed as she went. She passed the yard office and then the depot, and by the time she
hit the stockyard switch, she sped along at twenty miles an hour. Hook watched in disbelief as she teetered and
then heaved over onto her side like a shot elephant. Half her contents, army surplus items, mostly cots, boots,
and mess hall equipment, spilled across the tracks, shutting down the main line. Having seniority over every
other cinder dick on the force, Hook had threatened to file a complaint with the big boys. Pusher engines, old
steamers for the most part, idled day and night on the siding across from his caboose. Used for boosting
hotshots up the grade, they sometimes doubled as switch engines for moving cars in and out of the salvage
yard. Hook sought out the engineers for news, brief encounters with civilization, inasmuch as engineers could
be considered civil. Beyond that, he passed his days alone or in the company of Scrap West, which came
mostly to the same thing. Even Mixer, who loved a good fight more than life itself, had succumbed to the
isolation, resorting to extended naps, sometimes spiraling into deep unconsciousness. Hook poured himself
another cup of coffee and lit a cigarette. Scrap had purchased the crane from the army and took pride in what
he considered to be the bargain of the century. He maintained that the crane had increased his output by 25
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percent and could not have been purchased anywhere else at twice the price. Scrap never passed up a chance
to make a dime, even keeping chickens in the back of the salvage yard. Mixer, who hated the crane even more
than Hook did, rolled onto his back and groaned. Once started, the roar of the engine stopped only for lunch
and then again at quitting time. Now and again, a car body would plummet from the crane and crash onto the
growing heap of metal. When the crane suddenly stopped, Mixer glanced up at Hook. Within moments, a
knock rattled the caboose door. Hook tucked his shirt in and opened it to find Scrap West standing with his
arms folded over his chest. Scrap had been named Reginald by his mother, but hardly anybody in the world
knew it. Hook knew it only because Scrap had gotten drunk one night and spilled the secret. Scrap pinched up
his face, which looked a good deal like one of his wrecked cars. His nose spread out on the end like a spade
and was the exact color of a radish. A scar ran through his eyebrow where a leaf spring had hit him, and his
thumbnails were permanently blue from having been squashed over the years. His eyes were hard as ball
bearings. He had a missing front tooth, which he covered with his hand when he grinned. Scrap looked for the
world like the bums Hook had run in his whole career, except beneath that beat-up mug was a brain that
chugged away like a perpetual motion machine. It concocted one scheme after another in an attempt to screw
the world out of yet one more dollar. I figure you owe the railroad a minute of your time. He blew through the
stem and then fished through his pockets for his tobacco. Anyway, it would have cost the railroad plenty to
bring in equipment all the way from Flagstaff just to haul away that old track. Maybe he should send a yard
dog out here that does something other than read books and take naps. I never knew a man any tighter in my
life. What you going to do then? And what about those switch brackets down by the south entrance? Where
did those come from, I wonder? He took a deep breath and picked up the phone. You think all I have to do is
to wait on you? He hated that damn tunnel. If that tunnel shuts down, the whole system goes with it. Took him
half a mile to get shut down," Eddie said. You can talk to him then. They killed off half of Arizona building
that damn thing. Japan has been bombed into oblivion. Eddie had been looking to nail him for years. You
might just recall dumping a boxcar back in Amarillo. What the hell was I supposed to do, let him bleed to
death? No one pays me a pension. They thought they were goddang balloons. Turns out everyone is unhappy.
Maybe you ought to learn the salvage business just in case you have a career change. Excerpts are provided
for display purposes only and may not be reproduced, reprinted or distributed without the written permission
of the publisher. Select a list Make this your default list. The following items were successfully added. There
was an error while adding the following items.
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Consider the more modern versions and other relevant books shown below. Vom Kriege, by Carl von
Clausewitz, ed. It was edited by the esteemed German scholar Werner Hahlweg and is considered the standard
and most accurate edition. Buy the best translationâ€”recommended for serious readers. This quite readable
translation appeared at the close of the Vietnam War andâ€”principally for marketing and copyright
reasonsâ€”has become the modern standard. Vanya Eftimova Bellinger, Marie von Clausewitz: A rich
biography of Countess Marie von Clausewitz that also sheds enormous light on the life, ideas, influences
upon, and character of the great military thinker himself. It lies more or less at the foundation of all
undertakings, for without it the preponderance at the decisive point is not properly conceivable. The surprise
is, therefore, the medium to numerical superiority; but it is besides that also to be regarded as a substantive
principle in itself, on account of its moral effect. We are not, on this account, speaking now of the particular
surprise which belongs to the attack, but of the endeavour by measures generally, and especially by the
distribution of forces, to surprise the enemy, which can be imagined just as well in the defensive, and which in
the tactical defence particularly is a great chief point. We say, surprise lies at the foundation of all
undertakings without exception, only in very different degrees according to the nature of the undertaking and
other circumstances. This difference, indeed, commences in the properties or peculiarities of the army and its
commander, in those even of the government. Secrecy and rapidity are the two factors of this product; and
these suppose in the government and the commander-in-chief great energy, and on the part of the army a high
sense of military duty. With effeminacy and loose principles it is in vain to calculate upon a surprise. But so
general, indeed so indispensable, as is this endeavour, and true as it is that it is never wholly unproductive of
effect, still it is not the less true that it seldom succeeds to a remarkable degree, and that this is in the nature of
the thing. We should form an erroneous idea if we believed that by this means chiefly there is much to be
attained in war. In idea it promises a great deal; in the execution it generally sticks fast by the friction of the
whole machine. In tactics the surprise is much more at home, for the very natural reason that all times and
spaces are on a smaller scale. It will, therefore, in strategy be the more feasible in proportion as the measures
lie nearer to the province of tactics, and more difficult the higher up they lie towards the province of policy.
The preparations for a war usually occupy several months; the assembly of an army at its principal positions
requires generally the formation of depots and magazines, and long marches, the object of which can be
guessed soon enough. It therefore rarely happens that one State surprises another by a war, or by the direction
which it gives the mass of its forces. In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, when war turned very much
upon sieges, it was a frequent aim, and quite a peculiar and important chapter in the art of war, to invest a
strong place unexpectedly, and even that only rarely succeeded. On the other hand, with things which can be
done in a day or two, a surprise is much more conceivable, and, therefore, also it is often not difficult then to
gain a march upon the enemy, and thereby a position, a point of country, a road, etc. But it is evident that what
surprise gains in this way in easy execution, it loses in the efficacy, as the greater the efficacy the greater
always the difficulty of execution. Whoever thinks that with such surprises on a small scale, he may connect
great resultsâ€”as, for example, the gain of a battle, the capture of an important magazineâ€”believes in
something which it is certainly very possible to imagine, but which there is no warrant for in history; for there
are upon the whole very few instances where anything great has resulted from such surprises; from which we
may justly conclude that inherent difficulties lie in the way of their success. Certainly, whoever would consult
history on such points must not depend on sundry battle steeds of historical critics, on their wise dicta and self
complacent terminology, but look at facts with his own eyes. There is, for instance, a certain day in the
campaign in Silesia, , which, in this respect, has attained a kind of notoriety. It is the 22nd July, on which
Frederick the Great gained on Laudon the march to Nossen, near Neisse, by which, as is said, the junction of
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the Austrian and Russian armies in Upper Silesia became impossible, and, therefore, a period of four weeks
was gained by the King. How could one, with a thirst for truth and clear conviction, accept such historical
evidence? When we promise ourselves great effects in a campaign from the principle of surprising, we think
upon great activity, rapid resolutions, and forced marches, as the means of producing them; but that these
things, even when forthcoming in a very high degree, will not always produce the desired effect, we see in
examples given by two generals, who may be allowed to have had the greatest talent in the use of these means,
Frederick the Great and Buonaparte. The first when he left Dresden so suddenly in July, , and falling upon
Lascy, then turned against Dresden, gained nothing by the whole of that intermezzo, but rather placed his
affairs in a condition notably worse, as Glatz fell in the mean time. In , Buonaparte turned suddenly from
Dresden twice against Blucher, to say nothing of his incursion into Bohemia from Upper Lusatia, and both
times without in the least measure attaining his object They were blows in the air which only cost him time
and force, and might have placed him in a dangerous position in Dresden. Therefore, even in this field, a
surprise does not necessarily meet with great success through the mere activity, energy, and resolution of the
commander; it must be favoured by other circumstances. But we by no means deny that there can be success;
we only connect with it a necessity of favourable circumstances, which, certainly, do not occur very
frequently, and which the commander can seldom bring about himself. Just those two generals afford each a
striking illustration of this. This was completely the effect of a surprise, for if Blucher had thought of such a
near possibility of an attack from Buonaparte he would have organised his march quite differently. Buonaparte
did not know all these circumstances, and so there was a piece of good fortune that mixed itself up in his
favour. It is the same with the battle of Liegnitz,  Frederick the Great gained this fine victory through altering
during the night a position which he had just before taken up. Laudon was through this completely surprised,
and lost 70 pieces of artillery and 10, men. Here, therefore, also chance was hard at work; without this happy
conjunction of the attack and the change of position in the night, and the difficult nature of the country, the
result would not have been the same. Also in the higher and highest province of Strategy there are some
instances of surprises fruitful in results. We shall only cite the brilliant marches of the great elector against the
Swedes from Franconia to Pomerania, and from the Mark Brandenburg to the Pregel in , and the celebrated
passage of the Alps by Buonaparte,  In the latter case an army gave up its whole theatre of war by a
capitulation, and in another army was very near giving up its theatre of war and itself as well. Lastly, as an
instance of a war wholly unexpected, we may bring forward the invasion of Silesia by Frederick the Great.
Great and powerful are here the results everywhere, but such events are not common in history if we do not
confuse with them cases in which a state, for want of activity and energy Saxony , and Russia, , has not
completed its preparations. Now there still remains an observation which concerns the essence of the thing. A
surprise can only be effected by that party which gives the law to the other; and he, who is in the right gives
the law. If we surprise the adversary by a wrong measure, then instead of reaping good results, we may have to
bear a sound blow in return; in any case the adversary need not trouble himself much about our surprise, he
has in our mistake the means of turning off the evil. As the offensive includes in itself much more positive
action than the defensive, so the surprise is certainly more in its place with the assailant, but by no means
invariably, as we shall hereafter see. Mutual surprises by the offensive and defensive may therefore meet, and
then that one will have the advantage who has hit the nail on the head the best. So should it be, but practical
life does not keep to this line so exactly, and that for a very simple reason. The moral effects which attend a
surprise often convert the worst case into a good one for the side they favour, and do not allow the other to
make any regular determination. We have here in view more than anywhere else not only the chief
commander, but each single one, because a surprise has the effect in particular of greatly loosening unity, so
that the individuality of each separate leader easily comes to light. Much depends here on the general relation
in which the two parties stand to each other. If the one side through a general moral superiority can intimidate
and outdo the other, then he can make use of the surprise with more success, and even reap good fruit where
properly he should come to ruin. Tempelhof, The Veteran, Frederick the Great. Compare also Clausewitz
"Hinterlassene Werke," Bd.
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Clausewitz Chapter IX. The Surprise From the subject of the foregoing chapter, the general endeavour to
attain a relative superiority, there follows another endeavour which must consequently be just as general in its
nature: It lies more or less at the foundation of all undertakings, for without it the preponderance at the
decisive point is not properly conceivable. The surprise is, therefore, not only the means to the attainment of
numerical superiority; but it is also to be regarded as a substantive principle in itself, on account of its moral
effect. We are not now speaking of the particular surprise which belongs to the attack, but of the endeavour by
measures generally, and especially by the distribution of forces, to surprise the enemy, which can be imagined
just as well in the defensive, and which in the tactical defence particularly is a chief point. We say, surprise
lies at the foundation of all undertakings without exception, only in very different degrees according to the
nature of the undertaking and other circumstances. This difference, indeed, originates in the properties or
peculiarities of the Army and its Commander, in those even of the Government. Secrecy and rapidity are the
two factors in this product and these suppose in the Government and the Commander- in-Chief great energy,
and on the part of the Army a high sense of military duty. With effeminacy and loose principles it is in vain to
calculate upon a surprise. But so general, indeed so indispensable, as is this endeavour, and true as it is that it
is never wholly unproductive of effect, still it is not the less true that it seldom succeeds to a remarkable
degree, and this follows from the nature of the idea itself. We should form an erroneous conception if we
believed that by this means chiefly there is much to be attained in War. In idea it promises a great deal; in the
execution it generally sticks fast by the friction of the whole machine. In tactics the surprise is much more at
home, for the very natural reason that all times and spaces are on a smaller scale. It will, therefore, in Strategy
be the more feasible in proportion as the measures lie nearer to the province of tactics, and more difficult the
higher up they lie towards the province of policy. It therefore rarely happens that one State surprises another
by a War, or by the direction which it gives the mass of its forces. In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries,
when War turned very much upon sieges, it was a frequent aim, and quite a peculiar and important chapter in
the Art of War, to invest a strong place unexpectedly, but even that only rarely succeeded. But it is evident that
what surprise gains in this way in easy execution, it loses in the efficacy, as the greater the efficacy the greater
always the difficulty of execution. Whoever thinks that with such surprises on a small scale, he may connect
great results--as, for example, the gain of a battle, the capture of an important magazine--believes in something
which it is certainly very possible to imagine, but for which there is no warrant in history; for there are upon
the whole very few instances where anything great has resulted from such surprises; from which we may justly
conclude that inherent difficulties lie in the way of their success. Certainly, whoever would consult history on
such points must not depend on sundry battle steeds of historical critics, on their wise dicta and
self-complacent terminology, but look at facts with his own eyes. There is, for instance, a certain day in the
campaign in Silesia, , which, in this respect, has attained a kind of notoriety. It is the 22nd July, on which
Frederick the Great gained on Laudon the march to Nossen, near Neisse, by which, as is said, the junction of
the Austrian and Russian armies in Upper Silesia became impossible, and, therefore, a period of four weeks
was gained by the King. How could one, with a thirst for truth, and clear conviction, accept such historical
evidence? When we promise ourselves great effects in a campaign from the principle of surprising, we think
upon great activity, rapid resolutions, and forced marches, as the means of producing them; but that these
things, even when forthcoming in a very high degree, will not always produce the desired effect, we see in
examples given byGenerals, who may be allowed to have had the greatest talent in the use of these means,
Frederick the Great and Buonaparte. The first when he left Dresden so suddenly in July , and falling upon
Lascy, then turned against Dresden, gained nothing by the whole of that intermezzo, but rather placed his
affairs in a condition notably worse, as the fortress Glatz fell in the meantime. In , Buonaparte turned suddenly
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from Dresden twice against Bluecher, to say nothing of his incursion into Bohemia from Upper Lusatia, and
both times without in the least attaining his object. They were blows in the air which only cost him time and
force, and might have placed him in a dangerous position in Dresden. Therefore, even in this field, a surprise
does not necessarily meet with great success through the mere activity, energy, and resolution of the
Commander; it must be favoured by other circumstances. But we by no means deny that there can be success;
we only connect with it a necessity of favourable circumstances, which, certainly do not occur very frequently,
and which the Commander can seldom bring about himself. Just those two Generals afford each a striking
illustration of this. Buonaparte did not know all these circumstances, and so there was a piece of good fortune
that mixed itself up in his favour. It is the same with the battle of Liegnitz,  Frederick the Great gained this
fine victory through altering during the night a position which he had just before taken up. Laudon was
through this completely surprised, and lost 70 pieces of artillery and 10, men. Here, therefore, also chance was
hard at work; without this happy conjunction of the attack and the change of position in the night, and the
difficult nature of the country, the result would not have been the same. Also in the higher and highest
province of Strategy there are some instances of surprises fruitful in results. We shall only cite the brilliant
marches of the Great Elector against the Swedes from Franconia to Pomerania and from the Mark
Brandenburg to the Pregel in , and the celebrated passage of the Alps by Buonaparte,  In the latter case an
Army gave up its whole theatre of war by a capitulation, and in another Army was very near giving up its
theatre of war and itself as well. Lastly, as an instance of a War wholly unexpected, we may bring forward the
invasion of Silesia by Frederick the Great. Great and powerful are here the results everywhere, but such events
are not common in history if we do not confuse with them cases in which a State, for want of activity and
energy Saxony , and Russia, , has not completed its preparations in time. Now there still remains an
observation which concerns the essence of the thing. A surprise can only be effected by that party which gives
the law to the other; and he who is in the right gives the law. If we surprise the adversary by a wrong measure,
then instead of reaping good results, we may have to bear a sound blow in return; in any case the adversary
need not trouble himself much about our surprise, he has in our mistake the means of turning off the evil. As
the offensive includes in itself much more positive action than the defensive, so the surprise is certainly more
in its place with the assailant, but by no means invariably, as we shall hereafter see. Mutual surprises by the
offensive and defensive may therefore meet, and then that one will have the advantage who has hit the nail on
the head the best. So should it be, but practical life does not keep to this line so exactly, and that for a very
simple reason. The moral effects which attend a surprise often convert the worst case into a good one for the
side they favour, and do not allow the other to make any regular determination. We have here in view more
than anywhere else not only the chief Commander, but each single one, because a surprise has the effect in
particular of greatly loosening unity, so that the individuality of each separate leader easily comes to light.
Much depends here on the general relation in which the two parties stand to each other. If the one side through
a general moral superiority can intimidate and outdo the other, then he can make use of the surprise with more
success, and even reap good fruit where properly he should come to ruin.
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