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The whole interior screamed modernityâ€”ironic, really, Vicky found herself thinking, as the man who ran this
whole mega-corporate shebang was as antediluvian as a dinosaur. A big, vicious dinosaur that ripped your
throat out with its talons, tore you limb from limb, and then went on its way, searching for other prey to
dismember. In her head she could again hear that deep, dangerously accented voice, carving into her with a
cold, vicious fury that had stripped the flesh from her bones with savage economy. She could hear the words,
too, ugly and foul, not caring how they slayed her, his fathomless eyes pools of loathing andâ€”worse than
loathingâ€”contempt. Then, having verbally dismembered her, he had simply walked out of her life She had
not seen him since. And yet today, this morning, right now, she was going to walk up to that reception desk
she could see coming closer and closer, walk up to that svelte, immaculate female sitting there watching her
approach, and ask to see him. She felt her throat spasm. Protest sliced in her head. But her nervous feet kept on
walking, ringing on the marble. She had to do it. Letters had been returned, all phone calls blocked, all e-mails
deleted unread. Theo Theakis had absolutely no intention of letting her get close enough to ask him for what
she wanted. Even as she replayed the thought in her mind, she felt a spurt of anger. To her grim chagrin,
however, the law did not see it that way. What she wanted was not, as her lawyer had sympathetically but
regretfully informed her, hers to have, let alone dispose of. Her face darkened now as she closed in on the
reception desk. Well, her clothes at least should pass muster in these palatial corporate surroundings. Her suit
might be well over a year out of date fashion-wise, but its designer label status was obvious to anyone with an
eye for couture. And now this rare remnant of that vast wardrobe she had once had at her indifferent disposal
was finally coming in useful. It was getting her the attentive focus of someone who was standing in the way of
what she wanted. It was hard, though, given the mixture of apprehension and anger that was biting away inside
her. So she simply stood there, as poised as she could, knowing that the pale ice-blue dress and jacket she was
wearing was perfectly cut, and that the thin silver necklace went with it flawlessly, as did her high-heeled
shoes and handbag, which were both colour co-ordinated. Her hair, newly washed and styledâ€”albeit by
herself, not a top hairdresserâ€”flicked neatly out at the ends, and was drawn off her forehead by a hairband
the exact colour as the rest of her outfit. She looked, she knew, expensive, classic, English andâ€”oh, dear
God, pleaseâ€”sufficiently appropriate to get past this hurdle. Right, time to do itâ€”now. In a deliberately
poised voice, she spoke. She made her tones slightly more cultured than she usually bothered to do. But this
was England, and these things counted. She gave the name as though it were something she did every day, as a
matter of course. As if, equally as a matter of course, her giving it were not in the slightest exceptional and
would always meet with compliance. Was it going to happen now? She must not let any uncertainty show in
her face. Vicky could tell that she was staying neutral at this point, but that she had conceded that it was
indeed possible that this designer-dressed female might actually be someone allowed that level of access.
Might even, unlikely though it was, given the restraint of her appearance, be a female granted the privilege of
personal intimacy with Theo Theakis. But Vicky also knew, feeling another bite of her tightly leashed anger at
having to be here at all, that she did not look nearly voluptuously delectable enough to be one of his legion of
mistresses. Vicky gave a small, poised smile. Theo Theakis sat back in his leather executive chair and felt his
blood pressure spike. She was here, downstairs, in this very building. She had walked into his company, his
territory, daring to do so! She must be mad to be so stupid as to come within a hundred miles of him! Shame
was not a word she knew. No, she neither knew or felt any of those things. No hesitation, no compunction, no
remorse. And now she had the effrontery to turn up and ask to see him. As though she had any right to do so.
That woman had no rights to anythingâ€”let alone what he knew she was here for. And certainly no
rightâ€”his eyes flashed with a dangerous, dark anger that went deep to the heart of himâ€”no right at all, to
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call herself what she still didâ€¦ His wife. Vicky sat on one of the dark grey leather sofas that were arranged
neatly around a smoked glass table. With a fragment of her brain that was still functioning normally she
started to read the headline that was visible. But at least it gave her mind something to doâ€”something other
than just going round and round in an ever-tightening loop. I ought to just stand up and walk out. Not sit here
like a lemon with some insane idea of door-stepping him when he leaves! It was pointless just continuing to sit
here, with her stomach tying itself in knots and her feet slowly starting to ache in their unaccustomed
high-heeled shoes. But I want what I came for. Determination gave strength to her expression. Cheated of
what she had been promisedâ€”what she needed. Needed now, two years later, with imperative urgency. She
could afford to wait no longer. She needed that money! And it was that thought only that was keeping her
glued to the grey leather as the slow minutes passed. Pointless, she half accepted, and yet the deep, deep sense
of outrage she felt still kept her there. She had sat for almost two hours before she finally accepted that she
would have to throw in the towel this time around. Sinkingly resigned, Vicky knew that, stupid as she would
look, she would just have to get to her feet and leave. With a sense of bitter resignation she folded up the last
of the newspapers and replaced it on the table. She would just have to think of some other way of achieving
her end. Quite what, though, she had no idea. A face-to-face confrontation with her husband had been her last
resort. Her eyes flashed darkly. Not surprisingly, considering that Theo Theakis was the last person on earth
she ever wanted to see again! Which was why, as she picked up her handbag from the floor and prepared to
stand, bitter with defeat, her stomach suddenly plummeted right down to her heels. She could see him. Her
eyes went to him immediately, drawn by that malign awareness that had been like doom over her ever since
that first fateful encounter. Half a head taller than the other suits around him, he strode forward, his pace faster
than theirs, more impatient, as they hurried to keep up. One of the group was talking to him, his expression
concentrated, and Theo had his face half turned towards the man. Vicky felt herself go cold. Because she
could feel it againâ€”feel that tremor in her veins that Theo Theakis could always set running in her whenever
she looked at him. It was as if she was mesmerised, like a rabbit seeing a fast car approaching and not being
able to move, not being able to drag her eyes away. It was not just his height, or the breadth of his shoulders
and the leanness of his hips. It was not the fact that he looked like a billion dollars in a charcoal handmade suit
that must have cost thousands of pounds, with his dark, sable hair immaculately styled, or that his face seemed
as if it was planed from a fine-grained stone that revealed every perfect honed contour. It was more than
thatâ€”it was his eyes, his dark, fathomless eyes, that could look at her with such coldness, with such savage
fury, and with another expression that she would not, would not, let herself remember. She saw him give a
brief assenting nod, and look ahead again. And that was when he saw her. She could see it happening. See the
precise moment when he registered her presence. See the initial flash of disbeliefâ€”followed by blinding fury.
And then it was gone. As she was gone from his vision. Gone from the slightest claim on the smallest portion
of his attention. He had simply blanked her out as if she did not exist. As if she had not been sitting there for
nearly two whole hours, waiting. Waiting for him to descend to ground level, where the mortals dwelt in their
lowly places, far, far from the exclusively rich, powerful people that made up his world. He was walking past
her, still surrounded by his entourage. Any moment now he would be past the sofas and out of the sheer glass
door, which one of the group was already hurrying to hold steady for his Generated by ABC Amber LIT
Converter, http: Very soon he would be out of the building he owned, the company he owned, and away from
the people he owned. She surged to her feet towards him. She saw his head turn, just by a fraction. But not
towards her. He gave one of the suits flanking the outer edge of his entourage an almost imperceptible shake
of his head. Vicky saw the man peel off from the group, cross behind it with a swiftness that was as
soft-footed as it was unanticipated by her, and intercept and block her path exactly where she would have been
level with her target.
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It was filter coffee, not Greek, and there was a plate of little Greek pastries and biscuits to go with it. She eyed them a
moment. She ought to make herself eat something, she knew, because she'd been unable to eat on the plane, and
breakfast had been an impossibility, too.
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