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In this volume, expert scholars offer those less familiar with the genre an introduction to all aspects of Hellenistic
epigramâ€”from models and forms inherited from inscriptional epigram to poetology, sub-genera, epigrammatic
intertexts, and ancient and modern reception.

ISBN 90 04 0See also http: This book is printed on acid-free paper. No part of this publication may be
reproduced, translated, stored ina retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic,
mechanical,photocopying, recording or otherwise, without prior written permission from the publisher. Fees
are subject to change. Introduction to the Study of Hellenistic Epigram The Inscribed Antecedents of 29
Hellenistic Epigram The Arrangement of Epigrams in Collections Meleager and Philip as Epigram Collectors
Gendered Voices in Hellenistic Epigram Characterization in Hellenistic Epigram Voice and Voicelessness in
Hellenistic Epigram Kings, Queens and Nobility in Epigram The Paradox of Amatory Epigram One Things
Leads Back to Another: Allusion and the Invention of Tradition in Hellenistic Epigrams Alexander Sens
Epigram and the Heritage of Epic Benjamin Acosta-Hughes and Silvia Barbantani The Hellenistic Epigrams
on Archilochus and Hipponax Ralph Rosen contents ix Epigram and the Theater Philosophers and Philosophy
in Greek Epigram Hellenistic Epigram in the Roman World: From the Beginnings to the End of the
Republican Age Roman Imperial Receptions of Hellenistic Epigram The Modern Reception of Greek Epigram
Yet a whole raft of important studies over the pastcouple of decadesâ€”given added push by the publication of
P. In the preface to their edition and commentary, HellenisticEpigrams, A. Page speak, rightly, of the
labyrinthinenature of the Byzantine-era Greek Anthology, the source from which mostGreek epigrams are
drawn. We offer this Companion in thehope that it will help them make the most of their explorations. In
addition, we askedall contributors not only to show the status quaestionis on their assignedtopic, and
themselves to enter the fray on the matter, but also to pointin directions where new pathways might be
discovered in the labyrinthof Hellenistic epigram. This our authors have done to a remarkabledegree, making
each individual contribution more than an ephemeralglimpse at how things stand in Their essays, moreover,
fruitfullyinteract, so that new paths in epigram scholarship are derivable here xii prefacenot only from explicit
and suggestive statements by the contributors,but also from the collocation of ideas and topics within the
volume. Many people have helped us from the genesis of this project to itscompletion. We wish to thank Nita
Krevans and Kathryn Gutzwillerfor their early encouragement. Our contributors, too, deserve heartfeltthanks.
Their evident delight in the scholarly give-and-take necessaryto produce a collection such as ours made our
work a real pleasure. Our department colleagues have graciously overlooked the humanfaults that become
more evident under the pressing and harried businessof producing such a volume. In all these respects they
havebeen very much a part of this volume. Innovative Aspekte des Umgangsmit der literarischen Tradition bei
Kallimachos, appeared in His published work includes Gli epigrammidegli Antipatri Bari , which explores the
attribution of epigrams toAntipater of Sidon and Thessalonica. Peter Bing, Professor of Classics at Emory
University, is author ofdozens of articles on Hellenistic poetry, primarily epigram. A collectionof his articles,
The Marble and the Scroll: Studies in Reading and Reception inHellenistic Poetry appears in He has
writtenarticles on archaic inscribed epigrams e. A Hellenistic Poetry Book Shewill publish Blackwell Guide
to Hellenistic Literature in The editor of theseries Hellenistica Groningana, she has authored a number of
articles onHellenistic poetry, particularly Callimachus; her commentary on theAetia will appear soon.
Amonghis several pieces on Hellenistic poetry and Greek meter are includedAlexandri Aetoli testimonia et
fragmenta and Studi su Euforione Philologe undPhilosoph, and Hellenistic poetry. Das inschriftliche
Epigramm und seine Rezeption bei Kallimachosappeared in Alfredo Mario Morelli is professore associato in
Latin language andliterature at the University of Cassino. He has written on various aspects ofGreek culture,
history and epigraphy. He haspublished widely on Greek and Latin literature, especially comic andsatirical
poetry. His most recent book, Making Mockery: Rowland received his B. Alexander Sens is Professor of
Classics at Georgetown University,author of a critical edition of Theocritus 22, and co-author of edi-tions of
Archestratus and Matro. His recentpublications include work on the epigrams of Philodemus and Posidip-pus,
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and a collection of essays, The New Simonides: Her publications include two monographs,on the reception of
the Trojan myth in Hellenistic poetry Athens and on the use of geography in the poetry of Callimachus Athens
Karl-Heinz Stanzel, author of over a dozen articles, has also publishedLiebende Hirten: Theokrits Bukolik und
die alexandrinische Poesie Leipzig His writings on Greek epic, Hellenistic poetryand ancient literary criticism
are well known, and include his recentbook Modes of Viewing in Hellenistic Poetry Posidippi quae supersunt
omnia. Berlin and New York, â€”9. CIG Corpus inscriptionum graecarum â€” CIL Corpus inscriptionum
latinarum. CLE Carmina latina epigraphica. The Fragmentary Latin Poets. Diogenes LaertiusDg Degani, E.
Die Fragmente der Vorso- kratiker. FGrH Fragmenta der griechischen Historiker. FPL Fragmenta poetarum
latinorum. GG Griechische Grabgedichte, ed. GP Garland Gow, A. The Garland of Philip. Aetia, libri primo e
secundo. Fragmenta poetarum Latinorum epicorum et lyricorum prater Ennium et Lucilium. Page papyrus
Page, D. Scaenicae Romanorum Poesis Frag-S. Steinepigramme aus dem griechischen Osten. Mer-SH kelbach
and J. Sam-Shackleton Bailey berger, and W. Sider Shackleton Bailey, D. The Epigrams of Philodemos.
Sylloge inscriptionum Graecarum â€” Pindari carmina cum fragmentistest. Iambi et Elegi Graeci ante
Alexandrum cantati. What would you see? In this period, early in the Hellenistic Age,you would in all
likelihood see great numbers of inscribed monumentswherever you looked, amongst many other sights. Amid
this great mass of inscribed texts, there were certainly alsoepigrams. Day, CatherineKeesling and Julia
Lougovaya regarding epigraphic matters. As we sometimes wentour own way nonetheless, they are not to
blame for faults that remain. He points out the striking fact , n. At some shrines though by no means all the
proportion of verse-dedications is higher. Jacquemin compares the dedicationson the Acropolis where
Raubitschek tabulates metrical inscriptions out of dedications total, i. At Delphiand Delos, by contrast, fewer
individuals made dedications. Keesling notes per litteras 16 August, that at many shrines inscribed
introduction 3 Even at Athens, where epigrams survive in fair numbers, and appearto have been more plentiful
than elsewhere, the proportion is surpris-ingly small. To be sure, up through the sixth century B. Yet even in
archaic Athens, verse-inscriptionsdid not necessarily stand out, since, as J.
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Brill's Companion to Hellenistic Epigram Brill's Companions in Classical Studies ISSN Also in this series: Brill's
Companion to Greek and Latin Pastoral, edited by Marco Fantuzzi and Theodore Papanghelis.
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Hellenistic epigram in the Roman world: from the beginnings to the end of the Republic age / Alfredo M. Morelli Roman
imperial receptions of Hellenistic epigram /.

Scholars disagree about when it is appropriate to say that epigram is a truly literary form. By the 4th century
BCE, poets composed works that were not intended for inscription but used the forms of inscribed epigram,
while a few inscribed epigrams are signed by their authors. In the Hellenistic period, epigram became an
independent and important genre. While many of its forms retained a connection to the tradition of inscribed
poetry, erotic and symposiastic epigrams, with roots in elegy and lyric instead of inscription, were also
important. Epigrams circulated in collections in which individual poems were artfully arranged, and there
were probably multiauthor books and collections of various types. The artistic anthology, though, was created
by Meleager of Gadara with his famous Garland, an anthology of as many as one thousand epigrams by
himself and forty-six other poets, in the 1st century BCE. Meleager began a complex tradition of
anthologizing. Philip of Thessalonica in the 1st century CE collected fifty-two epigrammatists. In the 6th
century Agathias anthologized recent and contemporary epigrams in his Cycle. In the 10th century,
Constantine Cephalas assembled the great collection that became what we call the Greek Anthology. This
comes down to us in two forms. The anthology of Planudes was published in The Palatine Anthology AP was
rediscovered in Its fourth book contains the prefaces to the Garlands of Meleager and Philip and the Cycle of
Agathias, and it is clear that Cephalas often directly followed these older sources in ordering the poems. In
general, the Palatine anthology is more valuable, because Planudes bowdlerized and rearranged, but Planudes
preserves poems not in the Palatine, including ecphrastic epigrams; this material is sometimes included in
editions of the Palatine as AP Greek epigram has been extremely influential on poetry in European languages
since the Renaissance. General Overviews Because the individual poems are so short and the field so wide,
collections of articles can be the best introductions. For a quick introduction to the genre, Bruss or Gutziller
would be helpful. For a richer introduction to the state of scholarship, Bing and Bruss is excellent. Dihle gives
an excellent sense of the issues before the recent revival of interest in the Hellenistic period. Fraser is a
seminal and essential work on Hellenistic Alexandria that puts the Alexandrian epigrammists into this cultural
context. Fantuzzi-Hunter is an important synthesis in Hellenistic poetry generally. Bing, Peter, and Jon Steffen
Bruss, eds. In A companion to Hellenistic literature. Edited by James J. Clauss and Martine Cuypers, â€” A
good short introduction to the Hellenistic epigram. A collection of papers with the ensuing discussions. While
the field has moved since this volume, these essays were important and help define later discussions. Fantuzzi,
Marco, and Richard Hunter. Tradition and innovation in Hellenistic poetry. A broad study; the section on
epigram emphasizes the relations between Hellenistic literary epigram and epigraphical practice. Despite its
old-fashioned approach, an important discussion of the rise and flourishing of the epigram in Alexandria. A
guide to Hellenistic literature. Livingstone, Niall, and Gideon Nisbet. Greece and Rome, New Surveys in the
Classics
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He has published widely on Hellenistic poetry, including The Well-Read Muse (GÃ¶ttingen, ) and The Marble and the
Scroll (Ann Arbor, ). Jon Steffen Bruss, Ph.D. () in Classics, University of Minnesota, is Assistant Professor of Classical
Languages at The University of the South.

These proclaim your mighty power, the ones in hymns, the others by showing the skill of their hands, how
once joining in swift combat with those ill-omened warriors, the Gauls, you drove them far beyond your own
borders, on account of which, these choice works by Niceratus Sosicrates dedicated to you in sea-girt Delos, a
monument to be the subject of song for men of the future. Not even Hephaestus himself would disdain the art
upon seeing it. For the phrase at H. It also resembles the description of Aristis by Simichidas in Theocritus Id.
Our monument predicts epigrams on a monument only in the sense of being about that monument: With this
prediction, moreover, it reenacts on the level of a single memorial the historical development of literary
epigram from inscription as a whole. For in their relationship to an inscribed source, these imagined poems
resemble many of the most interesting literary epigrams of the Hellenistic period, ecphrases and poems that
take as their theme the act of reading inscriptions. Another important strand, however, went into the complex
fabric of Hellenistic literary epigram, namely sympotic and erotic elegy. Collections of short elegy, such as
that attributed to Theognis, containing poems that were often abbreviated or excerpted, likely became
available at about the same time as collections of inscribed epigram, by the fourth century B. Others date it
earlier; cf. Thus by the third century B. Here, drinking inspires the creation of epigram. His theory is revived
by Cameron In light of such literary precedents, one may well ask: In that sense, it is a poem worthy of his
name: No doubt, some epigrams were recited at symposia; some may even have been composed and
performed over wine in the course 50 See Pind. Yet it is striking that, of the many sources that describe poetic
performance at Hellenistic symposia,51 not one ever mentions the recital of epigram52â€”apart, that is, from
the scenes envisioned in the epigrams themselves. In any case, with its traditional epigraphic types now
accessible for scholarly study and poetic elaboration, and its scope broadened to include erotic and sympotic
themes, epigram suddenly became all the rage, a hot genre of the early Hellenistic period. Virtually all
important poets of the third century B. The lack of sources outside of epigram regarding its performance
stands in sharp contrast to their plentiful availability for other genres, such as epic, choral lyric, tragedy,
comedy and even Theognidean elegy. See generally Herington with his appendices on performance, Iâ€”V.
Yet it is important to emphasize that the evidence as it is simply does not settle the question generally, see
Calinescu ; an agnostic position on the Hellenstic period, Bruss with bibliography. The very presence of the
sympotic setting in epigram, the persistence of sympotic practice into the Hellenistic age, esp. It appealed to
patrons, too. Yet the bestowal of proxeny here indicates that there were patrons eager to employ gifted poets in
this capacity, and that an epigrammatist might achieve considerable status from their commissions. Further,
the poems of the Milan papyrus make it abundantly clear that Posidippus cultivated close ties to those with
money and power, in particular the Ptolemies and their courtiers. The works on that papyrus demonstrate,
moreover, that patrons recognized the value not only of setting epigrams on splendid monuments, but of
setting them in books. And with fame came riches. The idea that losing an epigram-competitionâ€”of all
things! We owe this reference to Andrej Petrovic, who examines such contests in a forthcoming paper. That
much is clear from the story that Hieron II, tyrant of Syracuse from ca. On the achievement for which
Posidippus hopes to be honored, see further Gauly Cultural currents more narrowly considered: See, for the
intersection of epigram and: Widely practiced, this division has arisen from the divergent technical scholarly
approaches to inscribed as opposed to literary epigram: What they are unable to see for themselves, they may
gain access to through photographs. This, too, is a costly and time-consuming task. When neither of these
paths lie open to them, epigraphists often fall back on eighteenth or nineteenth century accounts, sketches, and
rubbings. In some cases, the original inscription, a photographic reproduction or a sketch is simply not
available for geo-political reasons or the like, and editors must default to printed, published citations. To
appreciate the accomplishment of the editors of inscribed epigram, it is important to bear in mind the enormity
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of their work. The most recent, comprehensive collections of inscribed epigram are those of Merkelbach and
Stauber â€” and Hansen â€”9. Each volume is divided into sepulchral, dedicatory, and miscellaneous
epigrams, and within those divisions, by geographical location, with epigrams given in chronological order.
The volume includes a representative sample of epigrams from the eighth century down to B. Epigrams with
interesting similarities or differences are often paired, without regard for dating or provenience. The Greek
texts appear along with a minimal textual apparatus, comments, English translation, and date. Serious research
on inscribed epigrams also makes use of specialized collections and still earlier editions of epigrams. APl,
dated to the year A. APl was divided into seven books: Declamatory and Descriptive; II. Monuments and
Statues; V. Book 4 of AP, containing the proems of earlier anthologists and therefore key to our knowledge of
earlier anthologies, is missing in Planudes. The scholarly recovery of AP in the latter part of the eighteenth
and in the nineteenth century renewed interest in GA. Another hand, C, adds lemmata. Both men loom large in
the intellectual history of medieval Byzantium; and both contributed major epigram segments to AP:
Consider, for example, the pattern of AP 6, anathematica, inherited from Cephalas: The same phenomenon is
discernible in the other Cephalan books, with the result that we can recover Meleagrian and Philippan authors
and sometimes, if not 66 This argument, with consideration of others, is made in full by Cameron To his
integration of epigrams from the two anthologies into his own is probably owed their disappearance as intact
literary works; but to his retrieval of Meleager and Philip is owed our knowledge of them today. Until the
eighteenth century, printed editions of GA were of APl alone. Although the existence of AP has been known
since , it was not published 67 This topic is addressed more completely in this volume by Argentieri and
Krevans. Starting in , Jacobs published an edition in four volumes, plus one of indices, on the same ordering
principles as Brunck; to this he added seven volumes of notes or Animadversiones â€” For the student of
Greek epigram down to A. Under each author, epigrams are divided by ancient sub-genre, as suggested by the
arrangement of the books in GA. The most up-to-date account is found in several tables appended in
Gutzwiller b: Gow and Page collect Greek literary epigram between B. Meanwhile, the barebones Page OCT
â€”text and apparatus, divided by poetâ€”contains most of the poems in the , and editions. Two other, much
smaller, and intentionally representative collections are also available: In addition, as interest in Hellenistic
literature, culture, and history has grown in recent decades, information has come to light that has challenged
long-held views about the literary culture of the age. As scholars have turned with new ideas to epigram, and
as new areas of consensus have emerged, the need for up-dated scholarly editions of Hellenistic epigram has
become apparent. Editions of individual epigrammatists include: Anyte, Geoghegan ; Calli- introduction 25
The validity of such an approach is borne out by the ample evidence of Hellenistic and imperial-era
papyriâ€”our third important source for epigrammatic texts, following inscriptions and manuscripts. These
provide evidence of single-authored collections. This has led to the scholarly consensus that all poems in the
papyrus derive ultimately from his hand. Dated to the last quarter of the third century B. Two further such
editions are now in draft stages: Above all, perhaps, it has shown how selective and partial our picture of
Hellenistic epigram had been, as transmitted by Meleager and GA.
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Luis Arturo Guichard Chr. On the one hand, it is a perfectly encoded genre throughout its extremely long
trajectory, from the earliest days of Greek literature through to the Renaissance. The epigrams of the former
type are the ones encoded the most, the ones that best respond to the more classical definition of the epigram
and to the more established subgenres: The intergeneric kind are influenced more by surrounding genres,
sometimes to the detriment of traditional structures and stylemes, and move further away from the subgenres
inherited. At each moment in history, the intrageneric and intergeneric contents are expressed in different
ways and in different proportions, and there are of course many nuances over and above such generalisations.
It is a very lively genre from a purely literary perspective, independently of its function as part of a monument.
Greater encoding does not mean any lesser creativity. Although the most immediate forerunner of the
inscriptional epigram is to be found in archaic elegiacs,4 the epic is the second reference point. This tendency
is upheld in Classical times: Of great importance is the collection of articles edited by Durbec, Pralon and
Trajber , which is about to be published at the time of writing of this article. I would like to thank L. There are
direct precedents in Posidippus and other Greek poets, who had already adapted the language of theatre to the
epigram and had composed texts of ironic intent; yet the subgenre, with a specific set of topics and manners, is
a contribution made by the Imperial era and an example of that intergeneric capacity referred to earlier. An
immediate result, from the perspective of interest to us here, is the parody of literary models and the reuse of
the classics imbued with ironic meaning. This can be seen in the very Anfangsgedicht by Lucillius for his
second book of epigrams: Now I have got to write a proem of some sort. But what shall I write now I am
beginning to publish this second 5 See Acosta-Hughes and Barbantani , with bibliography and discussion of
the main texts. The reasons for this are not only of a practical nature length of the paper , but also involve the
content: In both cases, these are different studies to this one. The Greek text of the epigrams corresponds to the
following editions: Floridi for Lucillius; Floridi for Straton of Sardis; Page for Rufinus; for Palladas I have
used the text of the edition I am currently working on; for all the other epigrams quoted, the edition by Beckby
Nevertheless, of interest is the allusion to Homer in the epigram. From a purely functional point of view, it
would have sufficed to mention Hesiod in the first distych: Could it be that the poet has been unable to shake
off the long tradition of always beginning with Homer, the first and foremost poet? This might be the case, but
the adornment in the epigrams tends to be minimal, and here we would have a whole distych of
embellishment. I believe there is an allusion here to the very figure of Homer as a poor, wandering poet that
sought protection, although there might also be a veiled message: According to biographical tradition, Homer
was a blind poet who wandered from one place to another composing and reciting his poems,12 in other
words, a poor manâ€¦ but Lucillius reminds us that such a fragile human condition corresponds to and
contrasts with the talent of a man through whose mouth speaks none other than Calliope. Humanly needy,
indeed, as is Lucillius himself, who has been fortunate enough to be protected by Neroâ€¦ but inspired by the
Muse. There is also an interesting contrast between the distych dedicated to Hesiod and the one dedicated to
Homer: I doubt it, too: Homer is used by Lucillius, therefore, to assert the value of his epigrams in spite of
their vital condition. The Homeric quotation is wholly functional: Further still, the poet highlights the scant
creativity of those grammarians: The symposiac context is functional; it is true that epigrams are often used to
remind us of the rules of dining etiquette that were already present in archaic elegies, which include avoiding
arguments when under the influence of wine and no fighting between symposiasts. Yet there is something else
to remember, and that is the image of Homeric tradition as a banquet; Aeschylus already makes it very clear:
He will find his cuts at another Homeric banquet. A third epigram extends and completes the series: But, Zeus
most high, if this really be so, wisdom visits but the ruptured. We now move on from unbearable grammarians
to an unbearable audience, or at least to part of it, who would not recognise the talent of the young poets even
if they should write like Homer. We once again encounter the topical use of the figure of the poet as the
master who is respected unquestioningly, over whom no shadow of doubt is cast. Yet at the same time, there is
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a subtle positioning regarding the epigrammatic genre itself. Ergo, he does not write like that, but instead in an
original manner: The imitation to which Lucillius aspires is of another, more creative kind. Within a context
such as this one, one must attribute some considerable significance to what may well be the most interesting
poem by Lucillius regarding Homer: When Ulysses after twenty years came safe to his home, Argos the dog
recognised his appearance when he saw him, but you, Stratophon, after boxing for four hours, have become
not only unrecognisable to dogs but to the city. The Homeric passage to which the epigram refers is very well
known: As we know well from testimonies on papyri, tablets and ostraca, the paraphrasing of Homeric texts
was a common exercise in education in the Imperial period. The former involves following the Homeric text
on a more or less step- by-step basis, albeit replacing anything that the average reader might have difficulty in
understanding in terms of both syntax and vocabulary. The latter is of an amplificatory nature, and does not
necessarily follow the development of the original text in the same order, but instead introduces new rhetorical
features. Do these two initial verses of the epigram echo this type of Homeric paraphrasing that discards
anything Homeric? This may be overly subtle on my part, and I am willing to accept censure from a possible
reader, although in my opinion there is a disconcerting correspondence between the Homeric text that
everyone knows by heart, involving a paradigmatic passage such as the one about Argos that, furthermore, has
been lost in the paraphrase, and the disfigured face of the poor boxer: The bruised and battered Homer we
encounter in the paraphrase is, like the defeated boxers in Lucillius, unrecognisable. Lucillius does not
subscribe to this tradition, as he has already stated in the epigrams analysed above. He follows the model, but
he does not adopt the form if it does serve the purposes of his genre. This epigram is fairly representative of a
Homeric parody with obscene intent: One day, Hermogenes and I and Didymarchus took one and the same
dame, Aristodice, to a love-bed which we all shared. I myself was allotted a hoary sea to stay in â€”for we
divided the business into one part each, not all of us getting the whole thing. But Hermogenes got a dismal
mouldy lodging â€”the last place on earth; he dipped into an obscure spot where lie the shores which the dead
haunt and breeze- tossed figs rock and roll around in the blast of horrid raucous winds. However, earth
remained common ground to us all. Any ancient reader, once they had stopped laughing, might remember and
perhaps quote the tale of Poseidon in Iliad For three brethren are we, begotten of Cronos, and born of
Rhea,â€”Zeus, and myself, and the third is Hades, that is lord of the dead below. And in three-fold wise are all
things divided, and unto each hath been apportioned his own domain. I verily, when the lots were shaken, won
for my portion the grey sea to 18 AP What is new is the intensive and systematic use of this kind of parody,
which is used not only to lend a certain flavour to some or other passage, but also for the construction of the
overall text. They are, therefore, epigrams that without their Homeric support would lose all their charm, as
this stems from the decontextualisation and de-automisation of the text in general. Over and above erudite
quotations or verbal humour, they require the subtext as a narrative framework and take part, in a humorous
way, in the philological discussion and interpretation of the text. That same characteristic is to be found in
several epigrams by Rufinus and Strato,24 who wrote erotic poetry, albeit heavily influenced the latter above
all by the techniques of the scoptic epigram. Rufinus uses the epic framework of the judgement of Paris in two
epigrams with strong sexual content, in which there is a clear contrast between the refined language used and
the somewhat smutty content: Who compares a lamb like curdled milk with an ox? What do you give,
thoughtless boy, and what do you receive in return? Such gifts did Diomede give to Glaucus. And then from
Glaucus did Zeus, son of Cronos, take away his wit, seeing he made exchange of armour with Diomedes, son
of Tydeus, giving golden for bronze, the worth of an hundred oxen for the worth of nine. As we have seen in
these examples, the Homeric text had been used in a highly productive manner by the epigrammists of the
Imperial period as a respectable referent and also as material for parody. That tradition continues through to
Palladas in the 3rd to 4th centuries, who nonetheless has an even more tenuous and ironic approach to Homer.
In the epigrams attributed to Palladas in the Anthology there is a wide range of different types, ranging from
gnomic and philosophical to scoptic. Homer plays a key role in many of these epigrams,28 which is no
surprise when one considers that their author claims to be a school teacher. From a lexical and stylistic point
of view, a large part of the poems 27 I have covered him in Guichard , a work I refer to for a comprehensive
treatment of the topic. In order not to repeat myself, all I do here is provide certain key data, comment on
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some epigrams not dealt with there and add a number of remarks. Interesting lexical references and word play
are also found in 9. One might say that the Homer of these epigrams is influenced by the 1st century author.
Let us now consider some examples. When Baucalos saw Gessius just after his death, and lamer than ever, he
spoke thus: The specific identification of the historical character behind the portrayal, if indeed there is a
single specific person behind the series, has been hotly debated, and is likely to continue being so. Bacchylis,
the sponge of the cups of Bacchus, once when she fell sick spoke as follows to Demeter. She took a sieve, and
looking through its close meshes, saw even more than a hundred suns. Is it simply by chance that the
unattested name Baucalos used by Palladas is phonetically similar to Bacchylis, as in the anonymous example,
and that the epigram by Palladas places a lofty discourse in the mouth of a very minor character, as occurs in
the one by Lucillius, or of a loudmouth as in the anonymous one? The epic narrative framework is also used in
a very similar way to Lucillius in certain epigrams, adding complexity. Let us see, for example, AP From the
land of the Lotophagi came the great leader Lycaon, from the land of Chalcis a fellow who gets mounted
behind. In just two verses, this epigram sums up several features of the scoptic subgenre: Firstly, there is a
misunderstanding with the name Lycaon. On hearing it or reading it a contemporary might think of two
characters: In either of the two cases, there is a problem when relating the name to the country of the
Lotophagi, for at a first glance it would seem that Palladas is identifying Lycia with the mythical land of the
lotus eaters in the Odyssey; an identification that would strike an ancient or modern reader of Homer as
extremely strange, as since Antiquity at least since Herodotus 4. An initial reading also reveals a glaring error
in the second verse: Chalcis is on Euboea, and has nothing to do with Antioch, which is in Syria. The mistake
is explained when one consider the obscene play on words that concludes the epigram: Given the popular and
jocular etymology, people from Antioch were adjudged to be particularly fond of this practice, with the
argument being 33 On the Callimachean readings of Palladas, apart from the well-known epigram on selling
his books AP 9. Yet how can it be that he was from Chalcis, if it states above that he is from the country of the
Lotophagi, in other words, African? It is thus made clear that despite being beside such a Homeric reality as
the Lotophagi, this Lycaon is not the same as the one in the Iliad, but instead an ancestor. The name speaks for
itself, like the others that appear in the epigram:
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Chapter 6 : Epigram - Wikipedia
An the world over popular set of specialists on epigram bargains an advent, clean techniques, and new path to the
examine of Hellenistic-era epigram via exploring the types, types, poetology, sub-genera, intertexts, and historical and
glossy reception of Hellenistic epigram.

These original epigrams did the same job as a short prose text might have done, but in verse. Epigram became
a literary genre in the Hellenistic period , probably developing out of scholarly collections of inscriptional
epigrams. Though modern epigrams are usually thought of as very short, Greek literary epigram was not
always as short as later examples, and the divide between "epigram" and " elegy " is sometimes indistinct they
share a characteristic metre, elegiac couplets. In the classical period, the clear distinction between them was
that epigrams were inscribed and meant to be read, while elegies were recited and meant to be heard. Some
elegies could be quite short, but only public epigrams were longer than ten lines. All the same, the origin of
epigram in inscription exerted a residual pressure to keep things concise, even when they were recited in
Hellenistic times. Many of the characteristic types of literary epigram look back to inscriptional contexts,
particularly funerary epigram, which in the Hellenistic era becomes a literary exercise. Generally, any theme
found in classical elegies could be and were adapted for later literary epigrams. By no means do all Greek
epigrams behave this way; many are simply descriptive, but Meleager of Gadara and Philippus of
Thessalonica , the first comprehensive anthologists, preferred the short and witty epigram. Greek epigram was
actually much more diverse, as the Milan Papyrus now indicates. A major source for Greek literary epigram is
the Greek Anthology , a compilation from the 10th century AD based on older collections, including those of
Meleager and Philippus. Ancient Roman[ edit ] Roman epigrams owe much to their Greek predecessors and
contemporaries. Roman epigrams, however, were often more satirical than Greek ones, and at times used
obscene language for effect. Latin epigrams could be composed as inscriptions or graffiti , such as this one
from Pompeii , which exists in several versions and seems from its inexact meter to have been composed by a
less educated person. Its content makes it clear how popular such poems were: Admiror, O paries, te non
cecidisse ruinis qui tot scriptorum taedia sustineas. However, in the literary world, epigrams were most often
gifts to patrons or entertaining verse to be published, not inscriptions. Many Roman writers seem to have
composed epigrams, including Domitius Marsus , whose collection Cicuta now lost was named after the
poisonous plant Cicuta for its biting wit, and Lucan , more famous for his epic Pharsalia. Authors whose
epigrams survive include Catullus , who wrote both invectives and love epigrams â€” his poem 85 is one of
the latter. Quare id faciam fortasse requires. Nescio, sed fieri sentio, et excrucior. I hate and I love. Martial ,
however, is considered to be the master of the Latin epigram. Here he defines his genre against a probably
fictional critic in the latter half of 2. Marsi doctique Pedonis saepe duplex unum pagina tractat opus. Non sunt
longa quibus nihil est quod demere possis, sed tu, Cosconi, disticha longa facis. Poets known for their
epigrams whose work has been lost include Cornificia. English[ edit ] In early English literature the short
couplet poem was dominated by the poetic epigram and proverb, especially in the translations of the Bible and
the Greek and Roman poets. Sonnet 76 is an excellent example. While the collection was written between and
in what is now Harbour Grace, Newfoundland, it was published shortly after his return to Britain. The novelist
George Eliot also included couplets throughout her writings. Her best example is in her sequenced sonnet
poem entitled Brother and Sister [6] in which each of the eleven sequenced sonnet ends with a couplet. In her
sonnets, the preceding lead-in-line, to the couplet ending of each, could be thought of as a title for the couplet,
as is shown in Sonnet VIII of the sequence. During the early 20th century, the rhymed epigram couplet form
developed into a fixed verse image form, with an integral title as the third line. Adelaide Crapsey codified the
couplet form into a two line rhymed verse of ten syllables per line with her image couplet poem On Seeing
Weather-Beaten Trees [7] first published in By the s, the five-line cinquain verse form became widely known
in the poetry of the Scottish poet William Soutar. These were originally labelled epigrams but later identified
as image cinquains in the style of Adelaide Crapsey. Some can gaze and not be sick But I could never learn
the trick.
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Chapter 7 : Hellenistic Epigram (Brill's Companions in Classical Studies) | PubHTML5
An internationally renowned set of experts on epigram offers an introduction, fresh approaches, and new direction to the
study of Hellenistic-era epigram by exploring the models, forms, poetology.
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In the early Hellenistic period "epigram suddenly became," as the editors of this volume observe, "all the rage, a hot
genre" (14). The same may be said of epigram's status in classical.
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