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Plot summary[ edit ] Implicitly set in the early s, Ishmael begins with a newspaper advertisement: Must have
an earnest desire to save the world. On the wall is a sign with a double meaning: The novel continues from this
point mainly as a dialogue between Ishmael and his new student. The man frequently visits Ishmael over the
next several weeks, and Ishmael proceeds to use the Socratic method to deduce with the man what "origin
story" and other "myths" modern civilization subscribes to. To enact is to behave in such a way to make a
story however true or not come true. A culture is a people who are enacting a story. Leavers are people of all
other non-civilized cultures existing in the past and the present; often derogatorily referred to by Takers as
"primitive". At first, the narrator is certain that civilized people no longer believe in any "myths", but Ishmael
proceeds to gradually tease from him several hidden but widely accepted premises of "mythical" thinking
being enacted by the Takers: The world was made for humans, and humans are thus destined to conquer and
rule the world. This conquest is meant to bring about a paradise, as humans increase their mastery over
controlling nature. However, humans are always failing in this conquest because they are flawed beings, who
are unable to ever obtain the knowledge of how to live best. Therefore, however hard humans labor to save the
world, they are just going to go on defiling and destroying it. Even so, civilizationâ€”the great human project
of trying to control the whole worldâ€”must continue, or else humans will go extinct. Not a reasonable sample
on which to base such a sweeping conclusion". Together, Ishmael and his student identify one set of survival
strategies that appear to be true for all species later dubbed the "law of limited competition": In other words,
you may compete but you may not wage war". All species inevitably follow this law, or as a consequence go
extinct; the Takers, however, believe themselves to be exempt from this law and flout it at every point, which
is therefore rapidly leading humanity towards extinction. The fruit nourishes only the gods, though. Ishmael
makes the point that the myth of the Fall, which the Takers have adopted as their own, was in fact developed
by Leavers to explain the origin of the Takers. If it were of Taker origin, the story would be of liberating
progress instead of a sinful fall. Ishmael and his student go on to discuss how, for the ancient herders among
whom the tale originated, the Biblical story of Cain killing Abel symbolizes the Leaver being killed off and
their lands taken so that it could be put under cultivation. The Takers, by practicing their uniquely envisioned
form of agriculture dubbed by Quinn " totalitarian agriculture " in a later book produce enormous food
surpluses, which consequently yields an ever-increasing population , which itself is leading to ecological
imbalances and catastrophes around the world. Ishmael finishes his education with the student by saying that,
in order for humanity to survive, Takers must relinquish their arrogant vision in favor of the Leaver humility
in knowing that they do not possess any god-like knowledge of some "one right way to live". Ishmael tells his
student to teach a hundred people what he has learned, who can each pass this learning on to another hundred.
The student becomes busy at work, later discovering that Ishmael has fallen ill and died of pneumonia. Among
them he discovers that the sign he saw before "With man gone, will there be hope for gorilla? As they were
driven further into the Arabian peninsula, the Semites became isolated from other herding cultures and,
according to Ishmael, illustrated their plight through oral history, which was later adopted into the Hebrew
book of Genesis. Instead, he proposes that eating of the Tree would not actually give humans divine
knowledge but would only make humans believe they had been given it, and that the Tree represents the
choice to bear the responsibility of deciding which species live and which die. This is a decision agricultural
peoples i. Takers make when deciding which organisms to cultivate, which to displace, and which to kill in
protection of the first. Ishmael explains that the Fall of Adam represents the belief that, once mankind usurps
this responsibilityâ€”historically decided through natural ecology i. He cites as fulfillment of this prophecy
contemporary environmental crises such as endangered or extinct species, global warming, and modern mental
illnesses. Main characters[ edit ] Ishmael A gorilla who was captured from the West African wild when young
and sent to an American zoo. After the zoo sold him to a menagerie, Walter Sokolow bought him and
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discovered he could communicate with him through his mind. Ishmael, learning he can talk telepathically with
humans, begins teaching humans a subject he calls "captivity. Now an adult, he finds an ad looking for a pupil
who wants to save the world. Intrigued because his childhood question may be answered, but skeptical
because he has never found answers in the past, he goes and finds Ishmael, who teaches him, as promised,
about how to save the world. The narrator never reveals his name in Ishmael, though it is revealed in My
Ishmael to be Alan Lomax. His family was killed in the Holocaust, during which he migrated to the United
States. Sokolow buys Ishmael from the zoo and after he figures out that he and Ishmael can mentally speak to
each other, the two study a vast array of subjects together. He is the one who gives the gorilla the new name of
"Ishmael". Rachel Sokolow Daughter of Walter Sokolow. Much of the chronology remains ambiguous in the
former two, though is specified in much more detail in My Ishmael. Ishmael is born in "equatorial West
Africa", captured, and sent to live in a U. Ishmael lives in a traveling menagerie for "three or four years" [19]
or Ishmael is sold to Walter Sokolow, a wealthy Jewish-American merchant [20] Charles Atterley is born in
the U. Walter Sokolow marries Grace, who bears a single child, Rachel 25 February Julie Gerchak is born in
the U. Walter Sokolow dies and Ishmael begins living in a variety of new locations Art Owens returns to
Zaire, leaving his U. Ishmael sets up his office in Room of the Fairfield Building, located in a "little
[American] city" [22] 2 March Art Owens flees Mabili and returns to the U. Art Owens becomes acquainted
with Ishmael through Rachel Sokolow [24] c. Charles Atterley begins lecturing in Europe January Rachel
tests positive for HIV and dies that same year [25] â€”2: Events of Ishmael and most of My Ishmael: Ishmael
begins living in the Darryl Hicks Carnival menagerie and becomes ill with pneumonia Alan Lomax believes
Ishmael to have died from pneumonia and ultimately publishes Ishmael March Ishmael recuperates and by
this date has returned to Africa Summer Events of The Story of B: Charles Atterley is assassinated while
aboard a train in Germany [28] 26 May: Jared Osborne and close associates of Charles Atterley survive the
bombing of Schauspielhaus Wahnfried, a theater in Radenau, Germany [29] 28 November Julie Gerchak
completes all but the final chapter of My Ishmael The New York Times. A Review of General Semantics Vol.
The Restoration Revolution , Trafford Publishing, pp. Daniel Quinn on Religion: Saving the World through
Anti-Globalism? Religion in Contemporary Contexts, Anthem Press, p.
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"Cain, Ishmael, and David" gives the insight we wish we knew before dating, before that first bad relationship, and for
some before the first, second, and third marriage. This is a necessary read for young teens, singles, and those who
have tried, failed and now are seeking fulfillment in all the wrong places.

The narrator explains that Leavers saw the Takers as being crazy, acting in a way that was totally foreign to
them. So, in order to understand why the Takers were invading their land and taking it from them, they had to
figure out how they got to be the way they are. So, they decided the Takers had taken the wisdom of the gods
and were trying to use it as their own and that the gods, upset with these Takers, had banished them from the
garden of life, forcing these people to get their food through the hard work of farming. The narrator, however,
still has a few questions. First, he asks why Cain is the firstborn and Abel the second-born son. Ishmael and
the narrator explore this question and decide that Cain and Abel are to be interpreted symbolically and that in
many allegories it is the second son who is for a long time overshadowed by the firstborn, becoming an
underdog hero of sorts. Ishmael explains that when the Takers took from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good
and Evil, they made the decision to grow without limit. Thus, the person who offers them this opportunity is
called life. The narrator stumbles along, trying to figure out how the story makes sense from a Taker
perspective. Analysis In the final sections of Part 9, Quinn revisits the ideas presented earlier in Part 9 by
analyzing the Leaver-originated myths Ishmael and the narrator have already discussed, looking at the
symbolic features of characters in these myths, and finally exploring how these myths have been appropriated
by Taker culture. To begin, Ishmael asks the narrator to explain how these myths came to be in the first place.
The narrator answers this question by explaining that the Leavers were trying to work backward from the
Takers behavior: The myths thus serve to explain Taker behavior. Thus, Ishmael helps the narrator to see how
Leavers saw the Takers as cursed not special or blessed, as Takers see themselves. First, Cain and Abel are
symbolic of brothers, and are not to be read as actual human brothers. Thus, Abel becomes the overshadowed
but righteous younger brother featured in many allegories, and Cain the overbearing older brother.
Additionally, Eve is also explained as a symbol since her name means life. Whereas the Leavers saw the story
of The Fall as the story of the Takers becoming cursed, the Takers saw it as the story of their growth â€” their
grasp on life. Finally, Ishmael helps the narrator see how the story of The Fall has evolved not to explain the
formation of humans on earth, but the formation of a specific culture â€” Taker culture. The key way the
Takers manipulated the original Leaver story to situate Adam as a protagonist is to change why Adam was
punished.
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Ishmael is a philosophical novel by Daniel calendrierdelascience.com novel examines the hidden cultural biases driving
modern civilization and explores themes of ethics, sustainability, and global catastrophe.
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