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The location of the Hierophant can be important as well, and can change the card's message a bit. If it's in the "present"
part of a Tarot card layout, it often can indicate someone who's found a new cause to be passionate about.

Interpretation of The Hierophant Card The Hierophant is often a card that many people have a difficult time
connecting with, just like the Emperor. The Hierophant is seen as a religious figure that for many people who
have difficulty with organized religion and many of its teachings, it can seem that The Hierophant can be
distant and judgemental. While The High Priestess hides her secrets and the mysteries of her wisdom are
hidden behind the curtain and in the scroll on her lap. The Hierophant shows the knowledge that he has and
teaches it openly. The Hierophant is about order, structure, higher education and knowledge. Most of the
Western world is based on Christian belief, practice and teachings, that many laws are based on Christian
principles and public holidays such as Christmas and Easter are centered around the Christian calendar.
However, when we see the Hierophant reversed in a tarot reading, we can expect to question what is expected
of us. Astrology and The Hierophant Card All the major and minor arcana cards are associated with the
planets and signs. The Hierophant is associated with Taurus in the astrological zodiac. In ancient times before
Moses, the Bull and Golden Calf were worshiped in forms of deities. This was the Age of Taurus which ended
when the Age of Aries began, then later became the Age of Pisces with the coming of Christ with the
symbolism of the fish. Taurus is associated with Venus which in tarot Venus is associated with The Empress.
However, here Venus is less ethereal as she would be in Libra and is more down-to-earth and concerned with
day-to-day matters of practicality and security. Numerology and The Hierophant Card The Hierophant is the
number 5 in tarot, which the number 5 is considered in significant in religions such as Lutheranism, Judaism,
Islam and Christianity. The pentagram is also a five-pointed star representing the five elements: Earth, Air,
Fire, Water and Spirit. Humans have five fingers and toes â€” the number 5 connects humanity to the spiritual
aspect. This connection to the number 5 and The Hierophant certainly has a religious overtone considering A.
The number 5 brings change and something new to what is already stable. While the number 4 represents the
four elements Earth, Air, Fire, Water , the 5th element is added that being Spirit. The number 5 is adventurous
and spiritual, a combination of masculine and feminine, yet slightly more feminine.
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Hierophant Tarot Card Meanings and Description The Hierophant is the masculine counterpart to the High Priestess. He
is also known as the Pope or the Teacher in other Tarot decks and is ruled by Taurus.

Tarot Advice Have you joined a group that makes you feel like you belong? Are you following a course of
instruction that has you deeply immersed in a new way of looking at life? Have you developed a newfound
interest in your cultural heritage? Has work or family recently forced you to conform to certain standards? Is a
person in your life or a philosophy you are interested in pushing you to behave to a norm? Expect to see The
Hierophant card in your Tarot reading if you are submitting your individuality consciously or unconsciously to
a group, a cause or an ideal. A man sitting on a throne is holding up the two-fingered sign of peace with one
hand while holding a gold staff with three crossbars in the other hand. He is the Hierophant. He has an ornate
crown and wears a red robe with white trim. On the trim are crosses that are also embroidered onto his white
shoes. These rest on a red carpet. Behind the man is a gray wall with two large gray pillars on either side of
him. Around his head and shoulders, the backing of some of his throne can be seen. These kneeling men wear
ornate robes and have prominent bald spots on the backs of their heads. In between them are two golden
skeleton keys crossed in an X pattern. The Hierophant is the medieval Pope. Even though the Hierophant is a
man, he is merely holding his office until he dies and is replaced by the next Hierophant, but it is the
maintaining of the papacy itself over two millennia from whence its power emanates. The keys illustrated here
are presently on the flag for Vatican City. The bald spots on the heads of the kneeling men are traditional
shavings that medieval priests and monks would make to show their submission to the authority of the Pope.
As the priests submit to the authority of the Hierophant, so to does the Hierophant submit to the authority of
the very office he holds. Your past, your present and your future. When The Hierophant lands in the past
position, this indicates a structured belief system and strong sense of cultural identity in your past. Perhaps
you were raised among an ethnic group that stuck together. Maybe your early life saw much interaction in a
religious setting. In the present position, The Hierophant represents you following a new belief system.
Perhaps you are volunteering for a political cause or attending religious services regularly after years of not
doing so. The loss of some individuality in your life may be offset by the great feeling of being a part of
something much bigger than yourself. Sticking to a new diet or workout routine is a manifestation of the
conformity of the Hierophant card that is also self-improvement. The Hierophant card in the future position is
a powerful placement. Here the card reveals a strong pull toward an individual who will explain the meaning
of life to you, as well as your role in it. This might be a good affiliation for you to make, or it could be a
detrimental affair depending on just whom this person is. The Hierophant is not inherently a good or evil card,
it is a card of wisdom beyond the personal. The Pillars represent knowledge. The High Priestess has
knowledge that she chooses to withhold revealing until it suits her. The Hierophant shares his knowledge to
those who join his organization or are otherwise initiated into his ranks. When more than one Pillar card is in
your Tarot reading, the knowledge you are taking in these days is possibly the most transformative of your
lifetime. The Tarot deck has a grouping known as the Acolyte Cards. The Hierophant is the first Acolyte Card,
numerically, in the Tarot. The Acolytes are the two priests who kneel before the Pope. If The Hierophant
appears in your reading along with another Acolyte Card, your individuality is being subsumed to a higher
cause in an epic surrender of self to ideal. This may or may not be a good thing, but it is something to be
aware of. The Minor Arcana cards numbered with a 5 are much more influential in your Tarot reading when
the Hierophant is also present. The Five of Cups represents loss and teamed with The Hierophant, it only
magnifies the loss of self-respect represented by that intense Cups card. The Five of Swords is a card that
illustrates the breaking of a bond and teamed with The Hierophant it can foretell you joining a religious,
cultural or political organization that pulls you away from friends and family. The Five of Pentacles revels in
its victimhood even more when The Hierophant is present, bending away from the light that life has to offer to
the cold sorrow in the snow banks of self-pity. The Five of Wands suddenly becomes less about frivolous play
and more about making your passion in life become a profitable venture instead of a mere hobby.
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Tarot Card Interpretation & Meaning - (5) The Hierophant Introduction: The Hierophant is very much about "doing the
right thing." You may be struggling with an issue and are unsure about what is "right" for you to do.

However there is an upside to this negative aspect of the card that can mean making your own rules. Another
negative aspect of this card is that he can represent confusion, a crisis of faith or self belief that results in
disorderly conduct. Description The Hierophant is known as the High Priest in some decks. He is the
masculine counterpart to the High Priestess. He also known as Chiron, the Pope, and the Shaman. His right
power hand is raised in benediction, the same hand the Magician has raised. In the Magician, he was taking
raw power from the Universe and manifesting it on the material plane. In the Hierophant, that power is
channelled through society. As in the religions of the world. The triple sceptre is another symbol of his
dominion over the three worlds. The crossed keys represent a balance between the conscious and subconscious
minds. These are the keys that unlock the mysteries. The Hierophant is ruled by Taurus. On the Heirophant,
we see a religious figure in a formal church setting. He is wearing thee elaborate vestments of his office. His
task is to bring the two initiates into the Church so they can take up their appointed roles. Besides churches,
there are schools, clubs, teams, companies, and societies. The Hierophant represents all of these because his
realm is structured groups with rules and assigned roles. Such environments emphasise belief systems -facts,
rules, procedures, and ritual. Members are rewarded for following conventions. They develop a group identity.
Meanings The Hierophant, or the Pope, is similar to the Magician in that he represents a link between
ourselves and the divine. The role of the Pope is traditionally that of the mediator between God and mankind,
the high priest on earth. As such he represents the spiritual teacher who helps us come into contact with the
divine. Unlike the Magician who simply points the way, the Hierophant is a trusted guide, one who will take
us by the hand and lead us to our spiritual goal. He also represents tradition, the orthodox, organised methods
of nurturing spirituality. Regardless of your religious background, the Hierophant represents the spirituality
you were taught from childhood, the religious traditions which are your heritage. The darker side of this card
can represent authoritarian control and domination of religious expression. The Hierophant is also called the
high priest or pope. He has the wisdom to provide good counsel and advice. The card represents religious
matters also. Want to establish a deeper bond with someone or to unbind the bonds that block, restrict or keep
you from having what you want. Tradition You need to be a teacher who passes on the wisdom of the past. To
do so, act sure, serene and merciful as you learn and teach proven techniques and traditions. A spiritual
practice requires study. Except in rare cases, every human being grows and develops within a culture. We
learn by living with others. The Hierophant represents such official learning, especially in groups. A
Hierophant is someone who interprets secret knowledge. The Hierophant is one of three cards that focuses on
the group. The 3 of Cups and the 3 of Pentacles are the others. In readings, the Hierophant often represents
learning with experts or knowledgeable teachers. This card also stands for institutions and their values. The
Hierophant is a symbol of the need to conform to rules or fixed situations. His appearance in a reading can
show that you are struggling with a force that is not innovative, free-spirited or individual. Groups can be
enriching or stifling depending on circumstances. Sometimes we need to follow a program or embrace
tradition, other times, we need to trust ourselves. This card indicates someone is conventional. They have a
need to conform and be socially approved. They prefer alternative religions. Righteous Values All things that
are righteous and sacred come with this chosen card. Marriage, alliance, captivity, servitude, mercy and
goodness, inner conscience and outer conscience. This card represents wisdom, intelligence, asceticism and
inspiration. Sound and trustworthy advice will be sought and given. This can also mean receiving and
accepting, blessings, guidance and healing. Good intentions and discipline are also required. Exploring the
spiritual world, one who actively seeks answers to philosophical questions, a quest for meaning in life, a desire
for spiritual knowledge. The spiritual teacher within. He represents gateways to a higher consciousness
reached in a ritualised manner. He teaches that which can be learned by word and example. The Pope is
orthodox and directs the intellect to its highest goal. He could appear as a psychotherapist, a wise counsellor, a
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priest, or spiritual mentor to whom we would turn for comfort and help. An authority, a kind and generous
mentor who nurtures a spiritual awareness. Learning new skills from a helpful teacher. The keeper of an
orthodox faith. He represents an institutionalised means for access to the sacred. The carrier and transmitter of
ancient wisdom and religious teaching. The great upholder and caretaker of tradition. A teacher who has
mastered his particular discipline. Transmission of authority through established lines or schools of
empowerment. Quick Meanings The belief system that helps one deal most comfortably with the unknown.
The Hierophant encourages one to explore the framework of a religion or doctrine or belief system. Expertise
in ritual activity, ceremony, and life-cycle rites. A high degree of learning or education. The card of tradition.
Following established social structures and traditions. Concentration on ritual, ceremony, the trappings of
religion. A need to honour some tradition in your life or maybe start some traditions of your own if you have
none. Exploring your spiritual heritage. In the positive, the Hierophant is revered for his compassion, blessings
and understanding. Positively influences the spiritual outlook of many persons. He opens the pathway to
wisdom and insight for others. Tendency to cling to ideas and principles even after they are outdated. A
religious or spiritual leader. Reversed In the negative, societal or group pressure. A run in with authorities.
Conflict with a parent or critical figure. The Hierophant represents the repressive aspects of a too rigid
orthodoxy. He rules with an iron hand, and becomes inflexible. Forbids direct access to holy wisdom. Open to
new ideas and thought. Do not become overly superstitious. A need to be socially approved and accepted. An
extremely conservative person. Foolish exercise of generosity. I call forth all the powers of the one spirit to
charge and attend this space. I have completed the first in a series of novels which were written for teens. The
desired outcome for young readers is that they will be inspired to treasure their unique differences.

Page 4

DOWNLOAD PDF CARD 5. THE HIEROPHANT
Chapter 4 : The Hierophant Tarot Card Meaning According to A. E. Waite
The Hierophant is not inherently a good or evil card, it is a card of wisdom beyond the personal. Card Combinations The
Hierophant is one of the Tarot's Pillar Cards.

The Hierophant The Hierophant bears the number five, a symbol of change. He represents an old character
with white hair and beard. He wears a blue tunic and a red cloak. In front of him, two disciples are kneeling
and seem to devote admiration to him. He blesses them his right hand. He is looking far away and seems to
look towards the infinite. On his head he wears a three-scale tiara and holds a cross in his left hand. Those two
papacy symbols refer to the image of the patriarch and the protector. The Hierophant The Hierophant
represents the moral authority. He is loved for his generosity, his forgiveness and his goodwill. Extremely
respected, he is a paternalistic figure who knows how to give good advice to his entourage. With the Lovers
and Judgement he evokes love and union. He brings his blessing thanks to his wisdom and his knowledge of
human desires. The Hierophant may seem narrow-minded as his moral leads to dogmatism and conformism.
His appetence for teaching may lead him towards a form of authoritarianism when there is some disagreement.
Attributes Your assets The Hierophant is a thoughtful person who knows how to take care of himself and his
entourage. A great light animates you every day. The way you see things is clear and your spirit is lucid. Your
obstacles Be careful! It is great to trust yourself but do not be blind. Stay humble and beware the bad advice
that some people from your entourage could give you. Keep alert, as you may be disappointed in the near
future by some things happening around you. The action to take Find your confidence again. Listen your
entourage, their advice will help you to get back on your feet and find yourself. You feel the need to let go, to
find freedom and go back to simple pleasures: Some time in the countryside would be great. You have to feel
reassured when you face the questions that you currently ask yourselves. The synthesis You are an excellent
cycle! Success will soon reach you. Your projects will materialize and will be even more rewarding than you
expected; you will realize your dreams. In love, you will be more and more confident and you will create some
new relationships that will help you stay in a dynamic position. The world is yours:
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Today, Day 6, we visit The Hierophant, or High Priest (or Pope), card #5. He's the male counterpart to the High
Priestess - who represents a personal, mystical experience of the Divine. The.

In his left hand he held a triple cross. The Hierophant is typically male, even in decks that take a feminist view
of the Tarot, such as the Motherpeace Tarot. The Hierophant was also known as "The Teacher of Wisdom. He
wears a triple crown, and the keys to Heaven are at his feet. Sometimes he is shown with worshippers, as his
alternate title is the Pope or, sometimes, Jupiter. History[ edit ] The papacy was not just a religious force, but
was a political and military force as well. When the tarot was invented, the Pope controlled a large portion of
central Italy known as the Papal States. In Tarot of Marseilles, he wears a red cape and a blue robe, in contrast
to The Papess, who wears a blue cape and blue robe. According to de Gebelin, "hierophant" was the title of the
chief priest in the Eleusinian mysteries an ancient Greek ritual. This section does not cite any sources. Please
help improve this section by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and
removed. In the "Flemish Deck" by Vandenborre c. It shows the God of Wine with his head and waist
wreathed in grape leaves. He is seated astride a tapped cask of wine while he drinks from a wine bottle in his
left hand. He sits on a golden throne accompanied by the heads of a ram and an elephant, along with a raven in
the foreground. In the Tarot of the Saints, the Hierophant is St. Peter who is also considered the first pope. In
the Mythic Tarot deck, the Hierophant is depicted as Chiron , the learned centaur. In the Wild Unknown deck,
the Heirophant is depicted as a black bird carrying a key with a lightning bolt behind it.
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The Hierophant Card #5 represents spiritual communication, union of earth and sky, and emotional tranquility or
coolness. If You Drew This Card Tarot cards offer a range of meanings to draw insight from.

The Hierophant tarot suggests that devoting yourself to a religious teaching, accepting its positive message,
and faithfully observing its traditions leads to an understanding of its greater mysteries. In the Hierophant tarot
card, the grey pillars represent the principles of religious doctrine in perfect balance and harmony. That is why
some religious or spiritual paths are very serious about their followers memorizing specific prayers or
practicing devotional activities during certain times of the day. The grey throne and background clearly show
that this path does not allow much leeway. Observing the countless rituals and prayers will reveal the
mysteries they conceal. Your faithful efforts will pay off in the end. But the Hierophant is not keeping his
devotees completely in the dark. They explain that the religious principles expressed in the Hierophant tarot
card reach into the material as well as the spiritual world. Even better, they can be understood by the human
mind! One wears a robe adorned with white Lilies thought , the other a robe adorned with red Roses desire.
With his free hand, the Hierophant gives the sign of benediction, or blessing. Upright Hierophant Tarot Card
Meanings Study and devotion to your spiritual path have given you insight into its inner mysteries. You have
diligently memorized the required prayers and observed the traditions of your faith, and you have done so
dutifully but not blindly. Paying attention to important clues and asking the right questions, you have arrived
at the right conclusions. Now that you understand the importance of seemingly insignificant or contradictory
details, it is all coming together. As this insight enriches your religious experience, it also reconciles the
teachings of your faith with your moral and ethical perspective. In other words, you know that the letter and
spirit of the law do not have to be in conflict with each other. Far less dramatic than The Chariot , The Lovers ,
and The Emperor , the path of The Hierophant often requires stubborn determination, and this is why this card
astrologically corresponds with Taurus. The insights you have gained are now placing you in a position of
authority, because you are now able to explain complex spiritual ideas in simple terms. Others are seeking you
out to study under you or to seek advice in spiritual or ethical matters. Your advice tends to favor doing the
thing, even if it may put the person asking you at a disadvantage. This does not always sit well with others,
and sometimes it feels like you are shouting against the wind. Others often admire you from afar, but they are
afraid to get close to you. While no one should expect you to abandon your principles, being more patient with
others will make your position not so lonely. If the Hierophant card represents someone else, it points to a
learned and wise person from whom you could learn a great deal. While the Hierophant is neither arrogant nor
judgmental, you will need to approach him with courtesy and respect. Hierophant Reversed Tarot Card
Meanings The Hierophant tarot card represents spiritual or moral authority gained from a thorough
understanding of tradition. When this card is reversed, it is often a painful reminder that this authority is not
physical. While you can teach others the difference between right and wrong, you cannot prevent them from
making poor choices. For example, you may have explained to a friend how his actions are hurting his loved
ones and during the conversation it seemed that he finally saw the light. The next day you discover that,
having learned nothing, he immediately returned to his negative behaviors. Reversed, the Hierophant card can
also show inflexibility and intolerance toward others. This may stem from a too rigid or even false
understanding of your own principles. For example, you may scold a child for speaking disrespectfully to his
mother in a public place, not knowing that the two were only kidding around. Or you may scowl when you see
a husband walking in front of his wife on the crosswalk. This may seem rude to you, but in many Native
American cultures, for example, it would be rude for the husband to walk behind his wife. Remember that
while your principles are universal, they are often expressed in a variety of ways. If the reversed Hierophant
tarot represents another person, such a person tends to be rigid in his thinking. His closed-mindedness often
stems from a too narrow interpretation of his beliefs and values, which generally indicates that he is not really
in touch with them. While there is nothing wrong, for example, with choosing a vegetarian diet for ethical
reasons, labeling meat eaters as murderers and barbarians is questionable. If this person presents himself as a
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spiritual teacher, you need to approach him with healthy skepticism. His knowledge may not be as in-depth as
he would have you believe.
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The 6th card in the sequence of the Major Arcana in the Book of Thoth is The Hierophant. The Hierophant is the High
Priest so he is to do with the High Priestess. The Hierophant is related to the.

Twin pillars, staff, throne, hand raised in blessing, two acolytes. Hierophant Tarot Story Having created a
solid foundation on which to build his future, the Fool is struck with a sudden fear. Is stolen, or lost, or
destroyed or vanishes? In a panic, he heads into a temple where he finds the Hierophant, a wise and holy man.
Acolytes kneel before the man ready to hear and pass on his teachings. The Fool tells the Hierophant his fears,
and asks how he can be free of them. More than knowledge or experience, I value them. You can even pass
such onto your children giving them the same fellowship with each other and with past generations. A sense of
peace blankets him, and he takes a moment to thank the good Hierophant most profoundly. Stepping out of the
sanctuary he makes his way to a meeting with his friends. Tonight they will talk about how they can create
lessons and traditions to preserve not only their experience and knowledge, but their community. Where the
High Priestess connects to the esoteric with her secret, solitary rites, the Hierophant or High Priest leads his
flock in shared, communal rituals. The Hierophant is well suited to be such a leader as, like all Taureans, he
strives to create harmony and peace in the midst of crisis. Such rituals, rites and traditions remind the
community of their values, their shared identity and the religious structure that gives their lives order and
meaning. No matter how chaotic and frightening the times, this can bring tranquility. Also, as he is working
for the harmony of the community, the Hierophant is not a card that favors individuality. Harmony cannot be
achieved if everyone is marching to their own drummer. The Hierophant is about shared feelings, beliefs and
ways. It even can be about blending in or surrendering to tradition and community rather than asserting your
uniqueness. Some find it hard to disassociate the Hierophant from certain organized religions or branches of a
religion , which they view as domineering, irrational, even cruel. And so they tend to interpret the Hierophant
only by his potential negatives: I like to point out that there are decks where the Hierophant is the Oracle at
Delphi, a yogi, a pagan high priest or a village elder. If it helps, the reader can try and think of the Hierophant
as one of these less conventional spiritual leaders. Try to keep in mind, however, that such irascible, orthodox
types are usually acting out of fear. This is ironic as such traditions are meant to erase fear and create peace
and harmony, not generate more fear. Likewise, the Hierophant might well be a warning to the querent,
himself, against being too stubborn, too fearful of change, especially in matters of theology, ethics or
traditions. The Hierophant could appear as a reminder that the aim of traditions is not to follow them by rote,
but to use them to keep alive the spirit and faith of a people. This is an important message. When things are
going very wrong in the world, it is the Hierophant who wades in, quiets the panic, and offers good, practical
advice as well as spiritual assurances. He is the teacher, therapist, counselor, advisor, priest or rabbi. He
answers questions people would ask of the divine, but also acts as the voice of the community, speaking for
the people as well as to them. Learn the Hierophant tarot card meaning and the rest of the card meanings,
symbols and stories in our eBook.
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The Hierophant Tarot Card Meaning He is one of the 3 strongest spiritual cards of the deck with the High Priestess and
the Hermit. The Hierophant speaks quietly and wisely and can persuade anyone about anything without ever raising his
voice.

The Hierophant According to A. The Hierophant Tarot Card 5. It seems even to have been named the Abbot,
and then its correspondence, the High Priestess, was the Abbess or Mother of the Convent. Both are arbitrary
names. The insignia of the figures are papal, and in such case the High Priestess is and can be only the Church,
to whom Pope and priests are married by the spiritual rite of ordination. I think, however, that in its primitive
form this card did not represent the Roman Pontiff. Inner Symbolism of the Tarot Hierophant Card He wears
the triple crown and is seated between two pillars, but they are not those of the Temple which is guarded by
the High Priestess. In his left hand he holds a sceptre terminating in the triple cross, and with his right hand he
gives the well-known ecclesiastical sign which is called that of esotericism, distinguishing between the
manifest and concealed part of doctrine. It is noticeable in this connexion that the High Priestess makes no
sign. At his feet are the crossed keys, and two priestly ministers in albs kneel before him. He has been usually
called the Pope, which is a particular application of the more general office that he symbolizes. He is the
ruling power of external religion, as the High Priestess is the prevailing genius of the esoteric, withdrawn
power. The proper meanings of this card have suffered woeful admixture from nearly all hands. Grand Orient
says truly that the Hierophant is the power of the keys, exoteric orthodox doctrine, and the outer side of the
life which leads to the doctrine; but he is certainly not the prince of occult doctrine, as another commentator
has suggested. He is rather the summa totius theologiae, when it has passed into the utmost rigidity of
expression; but he symbolizes also all things that are righteous and sacred on the manifest side. As such, he is
the channel of grace belonging to the world of institution as distinct from that of Nature, and he is the leader of
salvation for the human race at large. He is the order and the head of the recognized hierarchy, which is the
reflection of another and greater hierarchic order; but it may so happen that the pontiff forgets the significance
of this his symbolic state and acts as if he contained within his proper measures all that his sign signifies or his
symbol seeks to shew forth. He is not, as it has been thought, philosophy-except on the theological side; he is
not inspiration; and he is not religion, although he is a mode of its expression. Divinatory Meaning of the
Tarot Hierophant Card Marriage, alliance, captivity, servitude; by another account, mercy and goodness;
inspiration; the man to whom the Querent has recourse. Society, good understanding, concord, overkindness,
weakness.
Chapter 9 : The Hierophant - Tarot Card Meanings - Major Arcana: 5
The Hierophant Tarot Card Description The card depicts a religious figure that sits in a rather formal environment
characteristic for a church. He is wearing three elaborate vestments which are designated to represent the three
different worlds.
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