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Chapter 1 : Child Murder and British Culture, - Josephine McDonagh - HÃ¤ftad () | Bokus
Josephine McDonagh examines the concept of child murder in British culture in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries
by analyzing texts drawn from economics, philosophy, law, and medicine, as well as literature.

Cambridge University Press, Fatal Women of Romanticism. Cambridge Studies in Romanticism. While Hill
has had a productive and respectable career, no other book by her has become so generally well-known. A
unusually unnerving film adaptation BBC, is still for sale in videocassette form. Shortly thereafter Humfrye
died too "in misery" US Godine edition, , pp. Building on 20th-century treatises which challenge binary
perspectives on male and female sexuality, interrogate texts endorsing ethical accounts of society, and valorize
pornography for women e. Her subjects are later 18th-, through early 19th-century women who committed
violent acts, broke taboos, wrote about violence, and longed openly for sexual fulfillment, vatic status, and
death; women whose fates were determined by their having to submit their bodies to manipulative and when
they disobeyed punitive social customs. McDonagh analyzes a vast array of texts in a post-colonialist
framework.. For the 18th century she draws upon Scottish and French enlightenment philosophers, historians,
economists, and physicians; plays performed in the London theatre e. Nonetheless, what really happened also
matters. It is possible to reach some accuracy even in records of deliberately obscured and
subjectively-perceived multiple events. Women, illegitimacy and the courts in eighteenth-century England, ,
Hugh Jackson demonstrates that in fact changes in British statutes did not protect children or lead to more
humanitarian behavior to women, but enabled British courts to prosecute an unmarried woman whose
new-born child had died on separated charges of concealment and manslaughter, with the result that more
women were punished by prison sentences and transportation. From a careful sociological study of violent
women When She was Bad, Penguin, , pp. As McDonagh has shown in an article she wrote analyzing the
Caroline Beale trial for infanticide 1 , an unmarried woman will still find herself under suspicion for new-born
child murder in the US or UK if she is publicly seen to have concealed her pregnant body or parturition. Thus,
were it written in a more popular style, her book could be fodder for the anti-abortion agenda in the US and
UK. She interweaves discussions of their work with discussions of the work of women who are today
becoming part of a re-imagined wider literary canon e. Many enjoy imprudent play and arbitrary and
irresponsible uses of power, and writing and reading about femmes fatales and vatic siren-like sybils. In
Landon Craciun reveals to the reader a non-sentimental urbanite who wrote witty prose satire pp. Craciun
writes much about the centrality of our bodies and disease to our experiences and clearly means to influence
the way we think and how we shall live. She would see a change in the configuration of sexuality. She
demands that our culture recognize such aggression and agency in opaque language that neglects
accountability. An Essay in Abjection, Columbia, pp. Gothic Horror for the s," Women:
Chapter 2 : Project MUSE - Child Murder and British Culture, (review)
Contents List of illustrations page ix Acknowledgem ents x Note on references xii List of abbreviations xiii Introduction:
plots and protagonists 1 1 Child murder and commercial society in the early.
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Child Murder & British Culture, By Josephine McDonagh (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, xiii plus pp. $).
Josephine McDonagh's richly textured study evokes the changing cultural preoccupations surrounding child murder, as
seen across a wide range of 18th and 19th c. British historical and literary sources.
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McDonagh examines the idea of child murder in British culture in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. She traces a
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trajectory from Swift's A Modest Proposal through to the debates on the New Woman at the turn of the twentieth century
by way of Burke, Wordsworth, Wollstonecraft, and Hardy, among others.
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Child Murder and British Culture, (review) Ian Haywood Journal of Victorian Culture, Volume 11, Number 1, Spring , pp.
(Review).
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"Child Murder and British Culture is a richly detailed and frequently original account of a series of texts." Laura C. Berry,
University of Arizona.
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Josephine McDonagh, Child Murder and British Culture, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, ), xii + pages,
illustrated, hardback, Â£45 (ISBN 0 ). Infanticide is a crime which provokes fascination and repugnance in equal
measure.
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