DOWNLOAD PDF COMMITTING A MATRIMONY.
Chapter 1 : Commitment - For Your Marriage
The fight broke out about five minutes before the wedding was scheduled to commence. It all started when the bride's
biological father appeared. His epiphany was noteworthy since he had.

God himself is the author of marriage. Marriage is not a purely human institution despite the many variations
it may have undergone through the centuries in different cultures, social structures, and spiritual attitudes.
These differences should not cause us to forget its common and permanent characteristics. Although the
dignity of this institution is not transparent everywhere with the same clarity,88 some sense of the greatness of
the matrimonial union exists in all cultures. For man is created in the image and likeness of God who is
himself love. And this love which God blesses is intended to be fruitful and to be realized in the common
work of watching over creation: This experience makes itself felt in the relationships between man and
woman. Their union has always been threatened by discord, a spirit of domination, infidelity, jealousy, and
conflicts that can escalate into hatred and separation. This disorder can manifest itself more or less acutely,
and can be more or less overcome according to the circumstances of cultures, eras, and individuals, but it does
seem to have a universal character. As a break with God, the first sin had for its first consequence the rupture
of the original communion between man and woman. To heal the wounds of sin, man and woman need the
help of the grace that God in his infinite mercy never refuses them. The punishments consequent upon sin,
"pain in childbearing" and toil "in the sweat of your brow," also embody remedies that limit the damaging
effects of sin. In the Old Testament the polygamy of patriarchs and kings is not yet explicitly rejected. God
himself has determined it "what therefore God has joined together, let no man put asunder. However, Jesus has
not placed on spouses a burden impossible to bear, or too heavy - heavier than the Law of Moses. It is by
following Christ, renouncing themselves, and taking up their crosses that spouses will be able to "receive" the
original meaning of marriage and live it with the help of Christ. This is a great mystery, and I mean in
reference to Christ and the Church. Already Baptism, the entry into the People of God, is a nuptial mystery; it
is so to speak the nuptial bath. Christian marriage in its turn becomes an efficacious sign, the sacrament of the
covenant of Christ and the Church. Since it signifies and communicates grace, marriage between baptized
persons is a true sacrament of the New Covenant.. The bond with him takes precedence over all other bonds,
familial or social. He who is able to receive this, let him receive it. It is he who gives them meaning and grants
them the grace which is indispensable for living them out in conformity with his will. Whoever denigrates
marriage also diminishes the glory of virginity. Whoever praises it makes virginity more admirable and
resplendent. What appears good only in comparison with evil would not be truly good. The most excellent
good is something even better than what is admitted to be good. In the tradition of the Eastern Churches, the
priests bishops or presbyters are witnesses to the mutual consent given by the spouses, but for the validity of
the sacrament their blessing is also necessary. In the epiclesis of this sacrament the spouses receive the Holy
Spirit as the communion of love of Christ and the Church. Several reasons converge to explain this
requirement: It is therefore appropriate that it should be celebrated in the public liturgy of the Church; Marriage introduces one into an ecclesial order, and creates rights and duties in the Church between the
spouses and towards their children; - Since marriage is a state of life in the Church, certainty about it is
necessary hence the obligation to have witnesses ; - The public character of the consent protects the "I do"
once given and helps the spouses remain faithful to it. The example and teaching given by parents and families
remain the special form of this preparation. The role of pastors and of the Christian community as the "family
of God" is indispensable for the transmission of the human and Christian values of marriage and family, and
much more so in our era when many young people experience broken homes which no longer sufficiently
assure this initiation: It is imperative to give suitable and timely instruction to young people, above all in the
heart of their own families, about the dignity of married love, its role and its exercise, so that, having learned
the value of chastity, they will be able at a suitable age to engage in honorable courtship and enter upon a
marriage of their own. It requires particular attention on the part of couples and their pastors. A case of
marriage with disparity of cult between a Catholic and a non-baptized person requires even greater
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circumspection. But the difficulties of mixed marriages must not be underestimated. They arise from the fact
that the separation of Christians has not yet been overcome. The spouses risk experiencing the tragedy of
Christian disunity even in the heart of their own home. Disparity of cult can further aggravate these
difficulties. Differences about faith and the very notion of marriage, but also different religious mentalities,
can become sources of tension in marriage, especially as regards the education of children. The temptation to
religious indifference can then arise. The Church does not have the power to contravene this disposition of
divine wisdom. By this grace they "help one another to attain holiness in their married life and in welcoming
and educating their children. In the joys of their love and family life he gives them here on earth a foretaste of
the wedding feast of the Lamb: How can I ever express the happiness of a marriage joined by the Church,
strengthened by an offering, sealed by a blessing, announced by angels, and ratified by the Father? How
wonderful the bond between two believers, now one in hope, one in desire, one in discipline, one in the same
service! They are both children of one Father and servants of the same Master, undivided in spirit and flesh,
truly two in one flesh. Where the flesh is one, one also is the spirit. It aims at a deeply personal unity, a unity
that, beyond union in one flesh, leads to forming one heart and soul; it demands indissolubility and
faithfulness in definitive mutual giving; and it is open to fertility. In a word it is a question of the normal
characteristics of all natural conjugal love, but with a new significance which not only purifies and strengthens
them, but raises them to the extent of making them the expression of specifically Christian values. It is
deepened by lives of the common faith and by the Eucharist received together. This is the consequence of the
gift of themselves which they make to each other. Love seeks to be definitive; it cannot be an arrangement
"until further notice. Through the sacrament of Matrimony the spouses are enabled to represent this fidelity
and witness to it. Through the sacrament, the indissolubility of marriage receives a new and deeper meaning.
In such cases the Church permits the physical separation of the couple and their living apart. The spouses do
not cease to be husband and wife before God and so are not free to contract a new union. In this difficult
situation, the best solution would be, if possible, reconciliation. The Christian community is called to help
these persons live out their situation in a Christian manner and in fidelity to their marriage bond which
remains indissoluble. In fidelity to the words of Jesus Christ - "Whoever divorces his wife and marries
another, commits adultery against her; and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits
adultery" the Church maintains that a new union cannot be recognized as valid, if the first marriage was.
Consequently, they cannot receive Eucharistic communion as long as this situation persists. For the same
reason, they cannot exercise certain ecclesial responsibilities. Reconciliation through the sacrament of Penance
can be granted only to those who have repented for having violated the sign of the covenant and of fidelity to
Christ, and who are committed to living in complete continence. Parents are the principal and first educators
of their children. Their marriage can radiate a fruitfulness of charity, of hospitality, and of sacrifice. The
Church is nothing other than "the family of God. For this reason the Second Vatican Council, using an ancient
expression, calls the family the Ecclesia domestica. They should encourage them in the vocation which is
proper to each child, fostering with special care any religious vocation. Many remain without a human family
often due to conditions of poverty. Some live their situation in the spirit of the Beatitudes, serving God and
neighbor in exemplary fashion. The doors of homes, the "domestic churches," and of the great family which is
the Church must be open to all of them. This is a great mystery, and I mean in reference to Christ and the
Church" Eph 5: By its very nature it is ordered to the good of the couple, as well as to the generation and
education of children. Christ the Lord raised marriage between the baptized to the dignity of a sacrament cf. It
gives spouses the grace to love each other with the love with which Christ has loved his Church; the grace of
the sacrament thus perfects the human love of the spouses, strengthens their indissoluble unity, and sanctifies
them on the way to eternal life cf. They are not separated from the Church, but they cannot receive Eucharistic
communion. They will lead Christian lives especially by educating their children in the faith. For this reason
the family home is rightly called "the domestic church," a community of grace and prayer, a school of human
virtues and of Christian charity.
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Chapter 2 : Art of Living Matrimony
Matrimony comes from the Latin word maritare, meaning, "to wed, marry, give in marriage."It refers to the contract made
by the coupleÂ - a mutual alliance they enter into when they made the vow to support each other and be together for
life.

He asked him, "Which ones? When two partners, of whom at least one is married to another party, have sexual
relations - even transient ones - they commit adultery. Christ condemns even adultery of mere desire. He who
commits adultery fails in his commitment. He does injury to the sign of the covenant which the marriage bond
is, transgresses the rights of the other spouse, and undermines the institution of marriage by breaking the
contract on which it is based. It claims to break the contract, to which the spouses freely consented, to live
with each other till death. Divorce does injury to the covenant of salvation, of which sacramental marriage is
the sign. Contracting a new union, even if it is recognized by civil law, adds to the gravity of the rupture:
Basil, Moralia 73, 1: That rigid attitude which condemns all sensual affections and actions with a third party
they imagine to be a narrowing of mind and heart, something obsolete, or an abject form of jealousy, and as a
result they look upon whatever penal laws are passed by the State for the preserving of conjugal faith as void
or to be abolished. Such unworthy and idle opinions are condemned by that noble instinct which is found in
every chaste husband and wife, and even by the light of the testimony of nature alone, - a testimony that is
sanctioned and confirmed by the command of God: This love is an eminently human one since it is directed
from one person to another through an affection of the will; it involves the good of the whole person, and
therefore can enrich the expressions of body and mind with a unique dignity, ennobling these expressions as
special ingredients and signs of the friendship distinctive of marriage. This love God has judged worthy of
special gifts, healing, perfecting and exalting gifts of grace and of charity. Such love, merging the human with
the divine, leads the spouses to a free and mutual gift of themselves, a gift providing itself by gentle affection
and by deed; such love pervades the whole of their lives: Therefore it far excels mere erotic inclination, which,
selfishly pursued, soon enough fades wretchedly away. This love is uniquely expressed and perfected through
the appropriate enterprise of matrimony. The actions within marriage by which the couple are united
intimately and chastely are noble and worthy ones. Expressed in a manner which is truly human, these actions
promote that mutual self-giving by which spouses enrich each other with a joyful and a ready will. It will
never be profaned by adultery or divorce. Firmly established by the Lord, the unity of marriage will radiate
from the equal personal dignity of wife and husband, a dignity acknowledged by mutual and total love. The
constant fulfillment of the duties of this Christian vocation demands notable virtue. For this reason,
strengthened by grace for holiness of life, the couple will painstakingly cultivate and pray for steadiness of
love, large heartedness and the spirit of sacrifice. Authentic conjugal love will be more highly prized, and
wholesome public opinion created about it if Christian couples give outstanding witness to faithfulness and
harmony in their love, and to their concern for educating their children; also, if they do their part in bringing
about the needed cultural, psychological and social renewal on behalf of marriage and the family. Especially
in the heart of their own families, young people should be aptly and seasonably instructed in the dignity, duty
and work of married love. Trained thus in the cultivation of chastity, they will be able at a suitable age to enter
a marriage of their own after an honorable courtship. Vatican II, Gaudium et Spes, n. Let him divorce her, and
let the husband remain single. But if he divorce his wife and marry another, he too commits adultery" The
Shepherd 4: Justin Martyr "In regard to chastity, [Jesus] has this to say: He repudiates not only one who
actually commits adultery, but even one who wishes to do so; for not only our actions are manifest to God, but
even our thoughts" First Apology 15 [A. Clement of Alexandria "That Scripture counsels marriage, however,
and never allows any release from the union, is expressly contained in the law: And not only does he that
divorces her become the cause of this, but also he that takes the woman and gives her the opportunity of
sinning; for if he did not take her, she would return to her husband" Miscellanies 2: Origen "Just as a woman
is an adulteress, even though she seem to be married to a man, while a former husband yet lives, so also the
man who seems to marry her who has been divorced does not marry her, but, according to the declaration of
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our Savior, he commits adultery with her" Commentaries on Matthew Council of Elvira "Likewise, women
who have left their husbands for no prior cause and have joined themselves with others, may not even at death
receive Communion" Canon 8 [A. If she has so married, she may not receive Communionâ€”unless he that
she has left has since departed from this world" Canon 9. This shall also be observed in the instance where it is
the woman who is the catechumen. But if a woman of the faithful is taken in marriage by a man who left an
innocent wife, and if she knew that he had a wife whom he had left without cause, it is determined that
Communion is not to be given to her even at death" Canon Ambrose of Milan "No one is permitted to know a
woman other than his wife. The marital right is given you for this reason: Anyone who obeys men ought to
stand in awe of God. Hear the law of the Lord, which even they who propose our laws must obey: Jerome "Do
not tell me about the violence of the ravisher, about the persuasiveness of a mother, about the authority of a
father, about the influence of relatives, about the intrigues and insolence of servants, or about household
[financial] losses. So long as a husband lives, be he adulterer, be he sodomite, be he addicted to every kind of
vice, if she left him on account of his crimes, he is her husband still and she may not take another" Letters
Because it is always possible that someone may calumniate the innocent and, for the sake of a second joining
in marriage, act in criminal fashion against the first, it is commanded that when the first wife is dismissed, a
second may not be taken while the first lives" Commentaries on Matthew 3: Pope Innocent I "[T]he practice is
observed by all of regarding as an adulteress a woman who marries a second time while her husband yet lives,
and permission to do penance is not granted her until one of them is dead" Letters 2: Augustine "Neither can it
rightly be held that a husband who dismisses his wife because of fornication and marries another does not
commit adultery. For there is also adultery on the part of those who, after the repudiation of their former wives
because of fornication, marry others. This adultery, nevertheless, is certainly less serious than that of men who
dismiss their wives for reasons other than fornication and take other wives. Therefore, when we say: But we
do not thereby acquit of this crime the man who marries a woman who was dismissed because of fornication.
We do not doubt in the least that both are adulterers. We do indeed pronounce him an adulterer who dismissed
his wife for cause other than fornication and marries another, nor do we thereby defend from the taint of this
sin the man who dismissed his wife because of fornication and marries another. We recognize that both are
adulterers, though the sin of one is more grave than that of the other. No one is so unreasonable to say that a
man who marries a woman whose husband has dismissed her because of fornication is not an adulterer, while
maintaining that a man who marries a woman dismissed without the ground of fornication is an adulterer.
Both of these men are guilty of adultery" Adulterous Marriages 1: She will cease to be the wife of a former
one, however, if that husband should die, not if he commit fornication. A spouse, therefore, is lawfully
dismissed for cause of fornication; but the bond of chastity remains. That is why a man is guilty of adultery if
he marries a woman who has been dismissed even for this very reason of fornication" ibid. For this is
preserved in the case of Christ and the Church, so that, as a living one with a living one, there is no divorce, no
separation forever" Marriage and Concupiscence 1: Offspring, not so much because it may be born, but
because it can be reborn; for it is born to punishment unless it be reborn to life. Fidelity, but not such as even
the unbelievers have among themselves, ardent as they are for the flesh. The sacramental bond, which they
lose neither through separation nor through adultery, this the spouses should guard chastely and
harmoniously" ibid. By so doing a man is guilty of a twofold offense against chastity and the good of human
procreation. First, by accession to a woman who is not joined to him in marriage, which is contrary to the
good of the upbringing of his own children. The same applies to the married woman who is corrupted by
adultery. Wherefore it is written Sirach For first she hath been unfaithful to the law of the Most High" since
there it is commanded: The first of these, however, is common to all mortal sins, while the two others belong
especially to the deformity of adultery. Hence it is manifest that adultery is a determinate species of lust,
through having a special deformity in venereal acts. Human Reasoning This is not a commandment of men,
but one that comes directly from Jesus Christ. As Paul said, "To the married I give charge, not I but the Lord,
that the wife should not separate from her husband but if she does, let her remain single or else be reconciled
to her husband â€”and that the husband should not divorce his wife" 1 Cor. It only stands to reason that those
engaging in the conjugal act must provide a context within which the potential child can be nurtured, and this
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context above all else entails a permanent commitment between those using their generative faculties in the
conjugal act. Without this permanence, the dignity of the child is violated. The child, first of all, is given a
tremendous security by the permanent commitment of his parents. He knows that they will always be there,
giving unconditional love, unless death causes the absence of one or both parents. Second, he learns a great
deal from seeing this permanent commitment at work day in and day out. He learns the value of commitment.
One of the reasons so very many homosexual relationships do not have the character of permanence is because
this particular reason or end for permanence is missing. True enough, permanence is a value in and of itself,
irrespective of whether a child is present or not. But such inherent value of permanence is infused with deeper
meaning when the child is present or potentially present: This grievous sin is far worse than fornication, for it
violates not only chastity, but it is a gross violation of justice committed against the true spouse of the married
party, or against both spouses of the married parties. Besides, it is a more damaging offense against the
common good than fornication is.
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Chapter 3 : Marriage - Wikipedia
A deeper level of commitment, the psychologists report, is a much better predictor of lower divorce rates and fewer
problems in marriage. "It's easy to be committed to your relationship when it's going well," said senior study author
Thomas Bradbury, a psychology professor who co-directs the Relationship Institute.

The need for financial security. The need for social acceptance. The need to leave home. Many of these
expectations reflect reasonable and even God-given desires. The problem comes, however, when we pursue
these desires with short-sighted strategies and motives. Many enter into marriage expecting it to solve their
problems. A daughter who cannot any longer tolerate the anger and coldness of her father or the criticism of
her step-mother may get married merely to get out of the house. Part of the answer is that many of them
assume that. Many enter marriage with a predetermined idea of what they want their partner to become. They
may disclose it a little before the wedding, but it becomes all too obvious soon enough. Becky was sometimes
moody and sad. She wanted a little money to spend without having to account to him for every penny. She
hated speaking to any group. The more John pushed Becky to fill his expectations, the more she withdrew.
She simply could not fit his ideal, no matter how much he pressured her. To avoid such mistakes, some people
try the opposite approach. Marriage can be as free as we let it be. Some enter marriage with another, more
subtle expectation. They are generous in offering their partner a great deal of latitude and freedom--more than
the partner is comfortable with. But at a high price. They want even more freedom for themselves. In return,
they expect few demands to be made on them. The rest of the Bible shows that God has the following
expectations for marriage. In writing his New Testament letter to the Corinthians, the apostle Paul made it
clear that those who are married can expect not only the joys of the relationship but also the responsibilities
that come with it 1 Cor. Paul indicated that in committing themselves to one another, husbands and wives
actually must spend much of their time working hard to please one another vv. In one sense, Paul said that
such a relationship, while not wrong v. Paul must have been very aware that much of what he accomplished as
a traveling ambassador for Christ could not have been accomplished if he had the responsibilities and cares of
a wife, home, and family. For all of its joys, marriage has responsibilities that limit our freedom to serve God
in an unencumbered way. Our Lord knows that when we marry, we are choosing to serve Him by serving the
needs of our partner. Over time, we even have to learn how to keep the marital commitment from rivaling our
commitment to, and dependence on, the Lord. That brings us to a second expectation. Marriage will change us
for the better. The Bible never promises that God will make our mates into the kind of people we pray they
will be. It does tell us, however, what kind of a heart God can enable us to have if we do our part in bringing
out the best in our mate. Marriage by its very nature demands our own spiritual growth. For us to live with and
love someone else "for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health" requires that we learn
to put his or her interests ahead of our own. Such love is a general biblical principle Phil. By its very nature,
marriage demands commitment, risk, and unselfish investment. For a couple to achieve the unity and love and
loyalty and blessing God expects, they must take giant strides of personal growth. They must learn how and
when to abandon personal rights so they can experience the richness that comes when the true needs of others
not the selfish demands are put before their own desires. As a husband and wife learn to love in this way, they
become a window through which others can see the kingdom of God at work. As they surrender themselves to
the Spirit and rule of God, they become exhibits of the kind of spirituality that God designed marriage to
produce. Friends, children, and extended family are given a chance to see the kind of faithful love, honesty,
moral courage, true humility, incredible patience, and tender understanding God can give in marriage. People
will not see manipulative or fearful compliance that so often marks marriage. They will see honest caring and
friendship. Marriage will place us under the mutual spirit of love. The Bible makes it clear that when a man
and woman join in marriage, they become one. This commitment to love means that we must always be
looking for positive ways to bring out the best in our mates. It also means that after dealing with our own
faults and sins Mt. The Bible does not give permission to nag, harp, or harshly criticize one another. Proverbs
says that it is better to live on the roof than in a big house with a brawling or contentious woman But with
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love comes the responsibility to do everything possible to bring out the best in a mate rather than the worst.
Love will not let us indulge the immorality or support the destructive addictions of our partner. As our God
shows us by His own example, love is tough when circumstances call for it. After urging both husbands and
wives to see their distinct roles defined by the relationship between Christ and the church, the apostle Paul
wrote: For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. For this reason a man shall leave his
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. This is a great mystery, but I
speak concerning Christ and the church Ephesians 5: These expectations of God offer great promise for a new
or restored marriage. They are expectations that lift us above ourselves, and call from us the kind of love that
has its source in God. These expectations form a basis for the covenant that is at the heart of marriage.
Covenant The relatives and friends are seated. The organ is playing softly while candles flicker in the
background. The attendants are standing in place. The father has said, "Her mother and I. The audience is
silent. I, James, take you, Susan. The man and woman make solemn promises before God, family, and friends
that they will "love, honor, and cherish" one another until "death us do part. Exchanged vows also anticipate
those times of married life that are always more than we bargained for. The covenant anticipates those
experiences of life in which marriage, with its unexpected twists and turns, reaches deeper, becomes more
absorbing, and pulls more out of us than we ever anticipated. And when they do, we can go back again and
again to the promises we made to one another. Understanding what the Lord intended those vows to mean--at
a depth we could not have anticipated when we made them--will help us over and over again as we experience
all that marriage is. The Lord Jesus clearly taught what God expected when He said: Have you not read that
He who made them at the beginning "made them male and female," and said, "For this reason a man shall
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh"? So then, they are
no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate Mt. Moses, because
of the hardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. And
I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery;
and whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery Mt. The marriage vow is the verbal expression of
a lifelong commitment made in the mind and heart. The richest fulfillment of the promise of marriage is
anchored in that concept. When we say in the vow, "from this day forward," we mean a lifetime. This promise
is not made to be broken Eccl. Yes, such commitment is limiting. But it also sets a man or woman free to
concentrate on the task of living out and adjusting and improving a loving relationship through the sincere
give-and-take of life. Such a covenant allows husband and wife to give one another the gift of a vowed love--a
lifetime promise--that will carry them through physical illness and divergent interests and job pressures and
problems with teenagers and unbelievable stress in the relationship. So complex--yet so simple. The man no
longer lives only for himself, nor the woman only for herself. A new unity, a new diversity, a new family is
established. Both remain distinct persons. The apostle Paul wrote: So husbands ought to love their own wives
as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes
and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. As the church is united to Christ, so woman and man
become one. They walk up the aisle a diversity--a man and woman apart. They come back down the aisle as
one flesh--a shared identity. Different backgrounds, different families, different educations, different hurts,
different habits--yet now, in covenant, they are one. When he is stationed in the Middle East and she must stay
in New Jersey. When she is struggling through the first trimester of a difficult pregnancy. When he is told that
his job has been phased out and she gets a promotion.
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Chapter 4 : Commitment Ceremonies â€” Unmarried Equality
Commitment is not a very "sexy" word or concept but it probably has more to do with making marriages work than
anything save common values. It's not just about saying marriage vows or having a piece of paper that says "marriage
license.".

UCLA psychologists answer this question in a new study based on their analysis of married couples over the
first 11 years of marriage. For the study, the couples â€” all first-time newlyweds â€” were given statements
that gauged their level of commitment. The psychologists also conducted follow-ups with the couples every
six months for the first four years and again later in their marriages , The couples were asked about their
relationship history, their feelings toward each other, the stress in their lives, their level of social support, and
their childhood and family, among other subjects. The research is published online in the Journal of
Personality and Social Psychology, the premier journal in social psychology, and will be published in an
upcoming print edition. Is it to win this battle? Is it to preserve the relationship? The behaviors I might engage
in to win this conflict are different from those that are best for the relationship. The people who think more
about protecting the relationship over the long term are more likely to think this is not that big a problem.
What our data indicate is that committing to the relationship rather than committing to your own agenda and
your own immediate needs is a far better strategy. The very act of communicating in difficult times can be as
important as the outcome of the conversation. When the psychologists give workshops for couples, they
encourage them to discuss a source of disagreement. Finding such a topic is rarely, if ever, a problem. Their
study appears in the online edition of the journal Emotion, published by the American Psychological
Association. It will also be published in an upcoming print edition of the journal. Some people have one
variant of the gene, and some have a second variant. Who you are and how you respond to me has a lot to do
with things that are totally outside your control. The more I can appreciate that the connection between who I
am and who my partner is may be biologically mediated leads me to be much more appreciative of invisible
forces that constrain our behavior. This research may imply that we should be forgiving of the behavior of a
loved one and not demand that a spouse change her or his behavior, the psychologists said. UCLA is a
national and international leader in the breadth and quality of its academic, research, health care, cultural,
continuing education and athletic programs. Six alumni and five faculty have been awarded the Nobel Prize.
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Chapter 5 : On Receiving the Sacrament of Matrimony Unworthily | Courageous Priest
SACRAMENT OF HOLY MATRIMONY. For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his
wife, and the two shall become one flesh.

It is illegal to copy any part of it to other websites. Three additional sins were added: In most instances, where
a quote was not involved, the word "marriage" was replaced with the words "the Sacrament of Holy
Matrimony. Two additional sins were added: In the Catholic Church, is there such a thing as a list of sins
against the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony? The Catholic Church has not officially compiled such a list. As the
same time, it is known that the following sins cry out to Heaven against the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:
Children who lose a parent, they have been known to cry themselves to sleep at night. In the eyes of these
children, they have been rejected, deprived of the love that they are entitled to receive as a child. Their tears
cry out to Heaven, asking why this is happening to them. The Church attaches the canonical penalty of
excommunication to this crime against human life. Rather, she makes clear the gravity of the crime
committed, the irreparable harm done to the innocent who is put to death, as well as to the parents and the
whole of society. When two partners, of whom at least one is married to another party, have sexual relations even transient ones - they commit adultery. Christ condemned even adultery of mere desire. He who commits
adultery fails in his commitment. He does injury to the sign of the covenant which the marriage bond is,
transgresses the rights of the other spouse, and undermines the institution of marriage by breaking the contract
on which it is based. This is intercourse via the anus, committed by a man with a man or a woman. This action
is called "sodomy. Techniques involving only the married couple homologous artificial insemination and
fertilization are perhaps less reprehensible, yet remain morally unacceptable. They dissociate the sexual act
from the procreative act. The act which brings the child into existence is no longer an act by which two
persons give themselves to one another, but one that "entrusts the life and identity of the embryo into the
power of doctors and biologists and establishes the domination of technology over the origin and destiny of
the human person. Such a relationship of domination is in itself contrary to the dignity and equality that must
be common to parents and children. Only respect for the link between the meanings of the conjugal act and
respect for the unity of the human being make possible procreation in conformity with the dignity of the
person. Parents have an obligation to ensure that the basic needs of their children are met in accordance with
the local customs and their financial income. Basic needs consists of food, clean water, clothing, shelter, light,
heat, sewage disposal and education in some countries. To neglect these basic needs without cause is to show
disrespect towards the human being in which dwells the Holy Spirit. Beastiality involves a sexual relations
between a person and an animal. It is also referred to as "sodomy. A woman shall not lie down to a beast, nor
copulate with it: The woman that shall lie under any beast, shall be killed together with the same: Bigamy is
the act of entering into the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony with one person while still legally married to
another. Similarly, polygamy is a matrimonial union which includes more than two partners. However
polygamy is not in accord with the moral law. It then goes on to observe that circumstances often dictate that
married couples should limit the number of children, and that the sexual act between husband and wife is still
worthy even if it can be foreseen not to result in procreation. Similarly, every action specifically intended to
prevent procreation is forbidden. This includes both chemical and barrier methods of contraception. In most
countries, for the purpose of marriage, an individual is considered a child when a male is under the age of 21
or the female is below the age of 18 years. Child Marriage is usually arranged by the parents of the child. The
children of such arrangements can be as young as seven years old. The reasons for such marriages vary greatly
depending on the countries and their tradition. What cannot be denied is that Child Marriage destroys the
childhood of the individual. Maternal mortality amongst adolescent girls is estimated to be two to five times
higher than adult women. Maternal mortality amongst girls aged years is about three times higher. Holy
Matrimony, a Sacrament instituted by God, is a lifelong union voluntarily planned between a man and a
woman of legal age, they being joined in an intimate community of life and love. They commit themselves
completely to each other and to the wondrous responsibility of bringing children into the world and caring for
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them. A common-law relationship involves two persons, a male and a female, living together outside of Holy
Matrimony. It may involve adultery, whereas one of the two persons is married, or fornication, where both
person are unmarried. Either way, those involved in such a relationship are considered to be living in a
ongoing life of mortal sin, such denying them the right to the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist until such time
as they truly and sincerely repent and receive the Sacrament of Confession. First of all, it should be said that
an annulment and a divorce are not the same. An annulment does not disolve a valid marriage. An annulment
declares that at the time of the marriage, a condition was lacking in order for the sacrament of Holy
Matrimony to be considered valid. In the words of the Catholic Church, by reason of some impediment at the
time the ceremony was performed, no real marriage took place. In order for a Catholic person to be free to
marry again, he or she must have obtained an annulment from the Church. To remarry outside the Church after
having received a divorce in accordance with civil law , prior to having received an annulment in accordance
with Canon Law, such a person will then find himself in a situation of public and permanent adultery. Instead,
it views that person as one who is living in adultery. Such a person can no longer receive the Sacrament of the
Holy Eucharist. Contraception, meaning birth control, it prevents pregnancy conception by interfering with the
normal process of ovulation through the usage of a device, drug, or chemical agent. The Catechism of the
Catholic Church states, "every action which, whether in anticipation of the conjugal act, or in its
accomplishment, or in the development of its natural consequences, proposes, whether as an end or as a
means, to render procreation impossible is intrinsically evil. So take heed to yourselves and do not be faithless.
There is a considerable difference between a spouse who has sincerely tried to be faithful to the Sacrament of
marriage and is unjustly abandoned, and one who through his own grave fault destroys a canonically valid
marriage. It is morally unacceptable. The error of judgment into which one can fall in good faith does not
change the nature of this murderous act, which must always be forbidden and excluded. Such Living Wills are
viewed as a request to provide assisted suicide. Any person participating in such an act is committing murder.
Both, the person committing suicide and the murderer, risk eternal damnation. Euthanasia violently destroys
the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony. Female infanticide, also known as female homicide, is the killing of a
human infant. In some countries, female infanticide is more common than the killing of male offspring, due to
sex-selective infanticide. Such is found in China where parents are only allowed one child. Preference is for a
male child, first of all to carry on the family name and secondly because a male can work and earn money to
support the family while the female is considered a financial burden. Such a crime is an offense against the
Sacrament of Marriage. In most, but not all forced marital unions, it is the female who is forced to participate
in the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony. The United Nations views forced marriage between a man and a woman
as a form of human rights abuse, because it violates the principle of the freedom and autonomy of individuals.
The Roman Catholic Church deems forced marriage as a ground for granting an annulment. For the Sacrament
of Holy Matrimony to be valid, both parties must freely give their consent. Fornication, the carnal union
between an unmarried man and an unmarried woman. It is gravely contrary to the dignity of persons and of
human sexuality which is naturally ordered to the good of spouses and the generation and education of
children. Moreover, it is a grave scandal when there is corruption of the young. The Catholic Church first
prohibited Catholics from membership in Masonic organizations and other secret societies in Since then, at
least eleven popes have made pronouncements about the incompatibility of Catholic doctrines and
Freemasonry. From to , Catholics who publicly associated with, or publicly supported, Masonic organizations
were censured with automatic excommunication. In , the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith declared
that Catholics "who enroll in Masonic associations are in a state of grave sin and may not receive Holy
Communion. The "irreconcilable principles" that the Church believes Freemasonry possesses include a
"deistic God", naturalism, and religious indifferentism. Gender Selection Also known as Sex Selection. In , the
Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith released a negative judgment on sex preselection. These
manipulations are contrary to the personal dignity of the human being and his or her integrity and identity.
Therefore in no way can they be justified on the grounds of possible beneficial consequences for future
humanity. Every person must be respected for himself: As such, it is condemned by the Catholic Church! Such
is bound to draw the wrath of God. Any parent or candidate for the function of Godparent, who intentionally
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deceives the Catholic Church regarding the disqualification of a person as Godparent, commits a grave sin
against God, the Church, the family and especially the individual to be baptized. Homosexuality "refers to
relationships between two men or between two women who experience an exclusive or predominant sexual
attraction towards each other. It has taken a great variety of forms through the centuries and in different
cultures. Its psychological genesis remains largely unexplained. They close the sexual acts to the gift of life.
They do not proceed from a genuine affective and sexual complementarity. Under no circumstances can they
be approved. They do not choose their homosexual conditions; for most of them it is a trial. They must be
accepted with respect, compassion, and sensitivity.
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Chapter 6 : Commit matrimony - Daily Crossword Puzzle Answers
The Art Of Living Matrimony "Marriage is a commitment to share and serve together" Sri Sri. When two people's life
goals and paths are same, it melts away any personal differences and it makes it easy to face life's challenges with a
smile.

His epiphany was noteworthy since he had disappeared twenty-two years ago while the bride was seven
months in utero. He reappeared to assert his "right" to walk "his" daughter down the aisle. The designated aisle
escort -- the beloved long-term stepfather -- objected. Sperm donor daddy scored last by sucker punching the
step-father several inches below the belt. Alerted by a despised voice from the past, the mother of the bride
arrived She held a chilled champagne bottle by the neck. A moan from the stepfather in the fetal position on
the floor seemed to complete the ignition of her fuse. The eyes of the male biological parental unit opened
wide, bulged out and then closed swiftly as the bottle bounced off his head. The mother of the bride firmly
spoke: His was steady, mine was revved up. The matrimonial deal went down. True to form, after the
ceremony, Bio-Dad was nowhere to be seen. I have served as an unindicted co-conspirator in over counts of
aiding and abetting those intent upon committing matrimony. But the "inward and spiritual grace" part takes
awhile to appear while many of the "outward and visible signs" tickle my irreverent streak. I have
observations and stories to share that have been polished and repeated over the past 20 years. Nevertheless,
they are true. I am here to take you behind the scenes and cut to the chase. Speak now or forever hold your
peace When two people are under the influence of the most violent, most insane, most delusive and most
transient of passions, they are required to swear that they will remain in that excited, abnormal, and exhausting
condition continuously until death do them part. I have addressed a herd of strangers as "dearly beloved. And
then I issue the challenge: I have witnessed this. Neither time was it pretty. When someone enacts the "speak
now" part, my primary role is to hasten to protect the objector -- the ushers usually turn into vigilantes and
must be restrained. I escort the speaker into a nearby room. I have to discern if there really is a legal reason to
stop the ceremony. Is he already married? Is she really just twelve years old? The male objector stated: The
spurned paramours had obviously ingested "heroic doses" of some mind-altering substance s. In the very act of
speaking out they had experienced what combat tactics instructors refer to as a major "adrenaline dump. It is
never pathetic. For the uninformed, allow me to explain. The "unity candle" is, in reality, three candles: At
some point in the festivities the bride and groom approach the "unity candle," each grasps one of the smaller
candles, and together they set fire to the wick of the larger candle. Not only is it hokey theatrics but it is also
fraught with hazards. The couple ignites the unity candle, the ceremony proceeds, and then a collective gasp is
emitted by the congregation as the unity candle commences to sputter and then flickers out. The candle is
transformed into an augury, a harbinger of doom who announces with clarity that the fates have turned thumbs
down on the marriage. It is over before it ever gets going. It is not as bad when the couple makes an attempt
and inadvertently snuffs out all three candles. I just walk over with a Bic and let them go at it again. I once
watched in amazement as the groom managed to set his rented tux on fire. Two times I have watched as shaky
hands caused the entire wax ensemble to keel over and smash to the floor. Let me tell you, unity candles are
inherently evil. Matrimony and flying monkeys The bride looks as good as she ever will. He laughed at the
rehearsal. Sometimes emotions cause fingers to swell up. Pre-marital counseling is required by my
denomination. I begin by trying to talk the couple out of getting married. What needs are being met? Do you
know the odds? Do you understand the concept of lifelong fidelity? Sometimes I show them a cartoon of a
marriage ceremony featuring a couple standing before a minister. The bride looks ecstatic and the groom looks
appalled as the priest intones: If neither laughs, I proceed. But, if one laughs while the other remains silent, I
am compelled to share my "flying, winged monkey" theory with them. I begin by comparing the virtues of
fidelity and a lifelong union with the type of people who absolutely love the movie The Wizard of Oz. They
are delighted with the original movie, and all the subsequent permutations. As they age, their devotion to Oz
grows deeper and stronger each time they watch it. They always perceive something new and exciting and yet
are comforted by the familiarity of each subsequent viewing. They are content to watch this one movie
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forever. Are you with me thus far? Now, do you two lovebirds recall the scene which features the witch and
her cadre of winged, flying monkeys? Well, every relationship has its own winged, flying monkeys. Do you
understand what I am trying to tell you? Since then I have tried to watch the movie several times. When the
winged, flying monkeys appear, I depart. I have never seen that movie through to the end. For me, the movie
ends when the winged, flying monkeys appear. She was teetering on the edge of flipping out. A helpful
bridesmaid gave her a "mild tranquilizer. She had to pass through the adjacent reception hall and I was
informed that she had availed herself of the opportunity to knock down a glass or two of white wine. She
looked remarkably composed, almost jaunty, coming down the aisle. She was positively radiant. A maidenly
blush turned her face bright red. This dimmed down to a glowing pink. The glowing pink soon became a
"whiter shade of pale," a fish-belly white. I had always thought that the expression "the color drained out of
her face" was figurative. There was no veil to help disguise my actions. I had grabbed the bride by the back of
her neck and cracked open an ammonia ampule aka: She struggled to back away and shook her head from side
to side. I stuck my fingers through the wall of hair spray and held on. The groom looked puzzled. Nothing so
introduces a sour note at a wedding than the abrupt disappearance of the bride: I whisper "from this day
forward" a couple of times -- but she had not forgotten the words. I said something stupid like "Go in peace to
love and serve the Lord" while heading to the nearest exit. My jams had been kicked out and I was booking.
Trouble was brewing -- hell, trouble had boiled over -- and it was not my fight. Platt is chaplain of St. Warn
the wedding party about locking their knees. If they lock them, they will fall over. Warn of the effects of
ingesting massive amounts of drugs. If they ingest them, they will fall over. If they get snagged, the bride will
fall over. Heed the aforementioned warnings yourself. It is unseemly for the minister to fall over. Wedding
consultants and mothers are always trouble. Clearly state your rules. After that, never argue with them and
always allow them to do whatever they please. Then, about an hour before the ceremony, tell them to undo
whatever breaks the aforementioned rules.
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Chapter 7 : 30 Inspiring Bible Verses About Marriage - Scripture Quotes
Holy Matrimony, a Sacrament instituted by God, is a lifelong union voluntarily planned between a man and a woman of
legal age, they being joined in an intimate community of life and love. They commit themselves completely to each other
and to the wondrous responsibility of bringing children into the world and caring for them.

Monogamy Monogamy is a form of marriage in which an individual has only one spouse during their lifetime
or at any one time serial monogamy. This pattern was found in a broad swath of Eurasian societies from Japan
to Ireland. The majority of Sub-Saharan African societies that practice extensive hoe agriculture, in contrast,
show a correlation between " bride price " and polygamy. In all cases, the second marriage is considered
legally null and void. Besides the second and subsequent marriages being void, the bigamist is also liable to
other penalties, which also vary between jurisdictions. Serial monogamy Governments that support
monogamy may allow easy divorce. Those who remarry do so on average three times. Divorce and remarriage
can thus result in "serial monogamy", i. This can be interpreted as a form of plural mating, as are those
societies dominated by female-headed families in the Caribbean , Mauritius and Brazil where there is frequent
rotation of unmarried partners. Bob Simpson notes that in the British case, serial monogamy creates an
"extended family" â€” a number of households tied together in this way, including mobile children possible
exes may include an ex-wife, an ex-brother-in-law, etc. These "unclear families" do not fit the mould of the
monogamous nuclear family. As a series of connected households, they come to resemble the polygynous
model of separate households maintained by mothers with children, tied by a male to whom they are married
or divorced. Polygamy Polygamy is a marriage which includes more than two partners. The suffix "-gamy"
refers specifically to the number of spouses, as in bi-gamy two spouses, generally illegal in most nations , and
poly-gamy more than one spouse. Societies show variable acceptance of polygamy as a cultural ideal and
practice. According to the Ethnographic Atlas , of 1, societies noted, were monogamous; had occasional
polygyny; had more frequent polygyny; and 4 had polyandry. The actual practice of polygamy in a tolerant
society may actually be low, with the majority of aspirant polygamists practicing monogamous marriage.
Tracking the occurrence of polygamy is further complicated in jurisdictions where it has been banned, but
continues to be practiced de facto polygamy. There have been calls for the abolition of polygamy in
developing countries. Concubinage Polygyny usually grants wives equal status, although the husband may
have personal preferences. Although a society may be classified as polygynous, not all marriages in it
necessarily are; monogamous marriages may in fact predominate. It is to this flexibility that Anthropologist
Robin Fox attributes its success as a social support system: To correct this condition, females had to be killed
at birth, remain single, become prostitutes, or be siphoned off into celibate religious orders. Polygynous
systems have the advantage that they can promise, as did the Mormons, a home and family for every woman.
In some cases, there is a large age discrepancy as much as a generation between a man and his youngest wife,
compounding the power differential between the two. Tensions not only exist between genders, but also
within genders; senior and junior men compete for wives, and senior and junior wives in the same household
may experience radically different life conditions, and internal hierarchy. Often, however, it is difficult to
draw a hard and fast line between the two. Although it does not involve multiple now illegal formal marriages,
the domestic and personal arrangements follow old polygynous patterns. The de facto form of polygyny is
found in other parts of the world as well including some Mormon sects and Muslim families in the United
States. The relationships are considered polygynous, not polyandrous, because the female husband is in fact
assuming masculine gendered political roles. It is allowed in Islam and Confucianism. Judaism and
Christianity have mentioned practices involving polygyny in the past, however, outright religious acceptance
of such practices was not addressed until its rejection in later passages. They do explicitly prohibit polygyny
today. Polyandry , Polyandry in Tibet , and Polyandry in India Polyandry is notably more rare than polygyny,
though less rare than the figure commonly cited in the Ethnographic Atlas which listed only those polyandrous
societies found in the Himalayan Mountains. More recent studies have found 53 societies outside the 28 found
in the Himalayans which practice polyandry. It is associated with partible paternity, the cultural belief that a
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child can have more than one father. If every brother married separately and had children, family land would
be split into unsustainable small plots. In Europe, this was prevented through the social practice of impartible
inheritance the dis-inheriting of most siblings, some of whom went on to become celibate monks and priests.
Of the societies reported by the American anthropologist George Murdock in , only the Kaingang of Brazil
had any group marriages at all. Child marriage A child marriage is a marriage where one or both spouses are
under the age of Child marriage was common throughout history, even up until the s in the United States,
where in CE, in the state of Delaware , the age of consent for marriage was 7 years old. Twelve years later, in ,
John filed for divorce. Today, child marriages are widespread in parts of the world; being most common in
South Asia and sub-Saharan Africa , with more than half of the girls in some countries in those regions being
married before In developed countries child marriage is outlawed or restricted. Girls who marry before 18 are
at greater risk of becoming victims of domestic violence , than those who marry later, especially when they are
married to a much older man. Same-sex marriage and History of same-sex unions As noted above, several
kinds of same-sex, non-sexual marriages exist in some lineage-based societies. This section relates to
same-sex sexual unions. Some cultures include third gender two-spirit or transgender individuals, such as the
berdache of the Zuni in New Mexico. The Codex Theodosianus C. Examples include the Celtic practice of
handfasting and fixed-term marriages in the Muslim community. The matrilineal Mosuo of China practice
what they call "walking marriage". Cohabitation and Common-law marriage In some jurisdictions
cohabitation , in certain circumstances, may constitute a common-law marriage , an unregistered partnership ,
or otherwise provide the unmarried partners with various rights and responsibilities; and in some countries the
laws recognize cohabitation in lieu of institutional marriage for taxation and social security benefits. This is
the case, for example, in Australia. However, in this context, some nations reserve the right to define the
relationship as marital, or otherwise to regulate the relation, even if the relation has not been registered with
the state or a religious institution. In some cases couples living together do not wish to be recognized as
married. This may occur because pension or alimony rights are adversely affected; because of taxation
considerations; because of immigration issues, or for other reasons. Such marriages have also been
increasingly common in Beijing. Social status Main article: Hypergamy Some people want to marry a person
with higher or lower status than them. Others want to marry people who have similar status. In many societies
women marry men who are of higher social status. There are other marriages in which the man is older than
the woman. Prohibited degree of kinship , Cousin marriage , Affinity canon law , and Avunculate marriage
Societies have often placed restrictions on marriage to relatives, though the degree of prohibited relationship
varies widely. Marriages between parents and children, or between full siblings, with few exceptions, [61] [62]
[63] [64] [65] [66] [67] [68] have been considered incest and forbidden. Such marriages are illegal in most
countries due to incest restrictions. However, a small number of countries have legalized it, including
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Malaysia , [72] and Russia. In various societies the choice of partner is often
limited to suitable persons from specific social groups. Religion has commonly weighed in on the matter of
which relatives, if any, are allowed to marry. Relations may be by consanguinity or affinity , meaning by
blood or by marriage. On the marriage of cousins, Catholic policy has evolved from initial acceptance, through
a long period of general prohibition, to the contemporary requirement for a dispensation. In a wide array of
lineage-based societies with a classificatory kinship system , potential spouses are sought from a specific class
of relative as determined by a prescriptive marriage rule. Pierre Bourdieu notes, however, that very few
marriages ever follow the rule, and that when they do so, it is for "practical kinship" reasons such as the
preservation of family property, rather than the "official kinship" ideology.
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Chapter 8 : Living Together Without Marriage: Sexual Cohabitation & the Bible
Commitment ceremonies mean many different things to different people. A commitment ceremony can look just like a
wedding, complete with church, wedding gown, and hundreds of guests â€” but no marriage license.

God himself is the author of marriage. The vocation to marriage is written in the very nature of man and
woman as they came from the hand of the Creator. Marriage is not a purely human institution despite the
many variations it may have undergone through the centuries in different cultures, social structures, and
spiritual attitudes. These differences should not cause us to forget its common and permanent characteristics.
Although the dignity of this institution is not transparent everywhere with the same clarity, some sense of the
greatness of the matrimonial union exists in all cultures. The well-being of the individual person and of both
human and Christian society is closely bound up with the healthy state of conjugal and family life. In his
preaching Jesus unequivocally taught the original meaning of the union of man and woman as the Creator
willed it from the beginning: This unequivocal insistence on the indissolubility of the marriage bond may have
left some perplexed and could seem to be a demand impossible to realize. However, Jesus has not placed on
spouses a burden impossible to bear, or too heavy â€” heavier than the Law of Moses. By coming to restore
the original order of creation disturbed by sin, he himself gives the strength and grace to live marriage in the
new dimension of the Reign of God. The author of the letter to the Hebrews declared that marriage should be
held in honour among all, [4] and early Christians defended the holiness of marriage against the Gnostics and
the Antinomians. This resonated with a widespread belief about the imminent coming of the Kingdom of God
; and thus the exhortation by Jesus to avoid earthly ties. The apostle Paul in his letters also suggested a
preference for celibacy, but recognized that not all Christians necessarily had the ability to live such a life: I
wish that all were as I myself am. But each has his own gift from God, one of one kind and one of another. To
the unmarried and the widows I say that it is good for them to remain single as I am. But if they cannot
exercise self-control, they should marry. For it is better to marry than to burn with passion. Thus, he takes for
granted that the married are not called to celibacy. At the same time, it challenged some of the prevalent social
norms such as the buying and selling of women into marriage, and defended the right of women to choose to
remain unmarried virgins for the sake of Christ. The stories associated with the many virgin martyrs in the
first few centuries of the Catholic Church often make it clear that they were martyred for their refusal to
marry, not necessarily simply their belief in Christ. The teaching on the superiority of virginity over marriage
expressed by Saint Paul was accepted by the early Church, as shown in the 2nd-century Shepherd of Hermas.
Justin Martyr , writing in the middle of the 2nd century, boasted of the "many men and women of sixty and
seventy years of age who from their childhood have been the disciples of Christ, and have kept themselves
uncorrupted". Virginity was praised by Cyprian c. Philip Schaff admits that it cannot be denied that the later
doctrine of the 16th century Council of Trent â€” "that it is more blessed to remain virgin or celibate than to be
joined in marriage" â€” was the view that dominated the whole of the early Christian church. At the same
time, the Church still discouraged anyone who would "condemn marriage, or abominate and condemn a
woman who is a believer and devout, and sleeps with her own husband, as though she could not enter the
Kingdom [of heaven]". A couple could exchange consent anywhere, anytime. But a dark undercurrent of
hostility to sexuality and marriage became interwoven with the more benign attitudes towards the body..
Attitudes diverged, and mainstream Christianity became infected with a pronounced streak of distrust towards
bodily existence and sexuality. Bishop Ignatius of Antioch , writing around to Bishop Polycarp of Smyrna
said, "[I]t becomes both men and women who marry to form their union with the approval of the bishop, that
their marriage may be according to God, and not after their own lust. However, he also argued that a second
marriage, involving someone freed from the first by the death of a spouse, "will have to be termed no other
than a species of fornication", an argument based partly on the reasoning that such involves desiring to marry
a woman out of sexual ardor. While the world is still rough and void, we are propagated by the fruitful
begetting of numbers, and we increase to the enlargement of the human race. Now, when the world is filled
and the earth supplied, they who can receive continency, living after the manner of eunuchs, are made eunuchs
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unto the kingdom. Nor does the Lord command this, but He exhorts it; nor does He impose the yoke of
necessity, since the free choice of the will is left. But, if though bad, it is made venial, then it is allowed to
prevent something which would be worse than bad. He does not say: The difference, then, between marriage
and virginity is as great as that between not sinning and doing well; nay rather, to speak less harshly, as great
as between good and better. And if he must always pray, he must always be released from the duties of
marriage. Pelagius thought Jerome showed bitter hostility to marriage akin to Manichaean dualism, [17] an
accusation that Jerome attempted to rebut in his Adversus Jovinianum: We know that in a great house, there
are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood and earthenware. Will silver cease to be silver, if gold
is more precious than silver? No one compares evil with good. Let married women glory too, since they come
second to virgins. Increase, He says, and multiply, and fill the earth. Let him who is to fill the earth increase
and multiply. Your company is in heaven. Indeed â€” and this I say to make my meaning quite clear to him
â€” I should like every one to take a wife who, because they get frightened in the night, cannot manage to
sleep alone. In his De bono coniugali On the Good of Marriage , he wrote: How would the human race
survive? When Columba meets the woman, she says that she would do anything, even to go to a monastery
and become a nun, rather than to sleep with him. Columba tells the woman that the commandment of God is
for her to sleep with her husband and not to leave the marriage to be a nun, because once they are married the
two have become one flesh. However, even at this stage the Catholic Church did not consider the sacraments
equal in importance. Explicit classification of marriage in this way came in reaction to the contrary teaching of
Catharism that marriage and procreation are evil: The sacraments of marriage and holy orders were
distinguished as sacraments that aim at the "increase of the Church" from the other five sacraments, which are
intended for the spiritual perfection of individuals. The Council of Florence in again recognised marriage as a
sacrament. The first available written detailed account of a Christian wedding in the West dates only from the
9th century and appears to be identical to the old nuptial service of Ancient Rome. One of the functions of
churches from the Middle Ages was to register marriages, which was not obligatory. There was no state
involvement in marriage and personal status, with these issues being adjudicated in ecclesiastical courts.
During the Middle Ages marriages were arranged, sometimes as early as birth, and these early pledges to
marry were often used to ensure treaties between different royal families, nobles, and heirs of fiefdoms. The
church resisted these imposed unions, and increased the number of causes for nullification of these
arrangements. It ended only in , with the coming into force of the Ne Temere decree. In the 12th century, Pope
Alexander III decreed that what made a marriage was the free mutual consent by the spouses themselves, not a
decision by their parents or guardians. Similarly today, Catholics are forbidden to enter mixed marriages
without permission from an authority of the Church, but if someone does enter such a marriage without
permission, the marriage is reckoned to be valid, provided the other conditions are fulfilled, although illicit.
Recalling scripture, the apostolic traditions and the declarations of previous councils and of the Church
Fathers, the bishops declared that there were precisely seven sacraments, with marriage one of them, and that
all seven are truly and properly sacraments. This had argued that the single state was "a barren way of life
hardly becoming to a man". The theologian Josse Clichtove working at the University of Paris interpreted this
as an attack on chastity, but Erasmus had found favour with Protestant reformers who acknowledged the
argument as a useful tool to undermine compulsory clerical celibacy and monasticism. Tametsi made it a
requirement even for validity, in any area where the decree was officially published, that the marriage take
place in the presence of the parish priest and at least two witnesses. It also instituted controls over the
marriages of persons without fixed addresses "vagrants are to be married with caution" , "regulated the times
at which marriages could be celebrated, abolished the rule that sexual intercourse created affinity, and
reiterated the ban on concubinage". In fact, Tametsi was never proclaimed worldwide. It had no effect in
France, England, Scotland and many other countries [71] and in was replaced by the decree Ne Temere ,
which came into effect universally at Easter
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DOWNLOAD PDF COMMITTING A MATRIMONY.
Chapter 9 : Frequently Asked Questions: 49 sins against the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.
The commitment to be faithful to one's spouseâ€”for better, for worse, in sickness and in healthâ€”is not a pledge to
keep the same feelings. It is a pledge to do certain things, to voluntary conduct. An article by demographers at the
University of Minnesota published in March revealed that.

Marital satisfaction Dedication to each other This risk might be partly explained by the lack of clarity and
mutuality of commitment at the time cohabitation begins. The nature of cohabitation presumes the possibility
of the relationship not working out and thus the commitment not being permanent. Stanley hypothesizes that
regardless of income, race, and culture, sliding will be associated with more risk than deciding. Deciding will
be universally associated with lower risk because of the mutual clarity and resulting follow through. In
addition, the research shows that women are at a greater disadvantage if they move from a cohabiting
relationship to marriage. With these couples, husbands have less dedication to their wives than the wives have
to their husbands. Kline, Stanley, and Markman, in press 2. Regardless of whether one marries in a secular or
religious ceremony most couples still believe that they are making a permanent commitment. What happens
between the solemn pronouncement of wedding vows and the decision to divorce? Certainly some couples
made the decision to marry too young, too impetuously, too naively. Still others just got bored or tired of
trying to make it work. Still others earnestly worked and gave their all to the marriage but their partner
decided he or she wanted out. But research Waite and Gallagher, shows that many marriages could be revived
if the commitment is strong. Waite and Gallagher surveyed a large national sample of unhappily married
couples and found that after five years, three fifths of the formerly unhappy couples reported that they were
very happy or quite happy. Sometimes it is simply the commitment to each other that carries a couple through
the harder times, along with generous doses of time, counseling, effort, luck, and faith. The Marriage
Encounter movement has a motto: Love is a decision. It reminds couples that as wonderful as the feeling of
love is, it is not sufficient for a marriage. Acting on this decision by doing loving things for your spouse,
speaking kindly and respectfully, and deciding over and over to pay attention to the relationship makes love
rekindle. These simple actions, and many more, are the stuff of commitment.
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