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Creatures of the Night T here is no known culture on this planet that has not at one time or another cowered in
fear because of the savage attacks of a nocturnal predator known as a therianthrope, a human-animal hybrid
such as a werewolf, "werebear," "werelion," or a "were-something. Once the association was made between
blood and the life force, a large number of magical and religious rituals became centered around the shedding
of blood, and thousands of members of ancient priesthoods have raised chalices filled with the dark, holy
elixir of life over thousands of altars stained with both animal and human blood. As respect for the spiritual
quality of human life evolved, the sacrifice of men, women, and children was considered forbidden. The Old
Testament book of Leviticus Thou shalt not eat [blood]; thou shalt pourest it upon the earth as water. But
while culture, magic, and religion had amassed thousands of years of prohibitions concerning the shedding of
blood, what could be more repulsive to the human psyche than the hybrid half-human, half-animal monsters
bite the throats and drink the blood of men, women, and children? Vampires rose from their dank graves by
night to sustain their spark of life through the drinking of blood. Werewolves devoured the flesh and blood of
their victims by night or day. How could people defend themselves against these blood-hungry creatures when
they also had the ability to shapeshift into bats, wolves, and luminous fogs? And then there were the
supernatural beings, such as the incubus and the succubus, who were more interested in seizing human souls
than in sucking human blood. It is difficult for those living in the modern world to imagine the night terrors of
our ancestors as they prepared to face the demon- and monster-riddled world after sundown. Yet there seems
within each human being a desire to be frightenedâ€”safely frightened, that isâ€”by those dormant memories
of those demon-infested nights when the creatures waited in the shadows to seize their victims. As one
watches the late-night creature feature on television and hears that strange sound outside the window, the
thought pops uneasily into the mind that all things are possibleâ€”even those things that everyone knows
cannot possibly exist. Unexplained Mysteries of the 20th Century. Clark, Jerome, and Loren Coleman. Warner
Paperback Library, The Encyclopedia of Myths and Legends. Larousse Dictionary of World Folklore. Strange
Creatures from Time and Space. Chupacabra Named for its seeming penchant for attacking goats and sucking
their blood, the Chupacabra "goat sucker" both terrified and fascinated the public at large when it first burst
upon the scene in Puerto Rico in the summer of From August of to the present, the monster has been credited
with the vampirelike deaths of thousands of animals, ranging from goats, rabbits, and birds to horses, cattle,
and deer. While some argue that the creature is a new monster, others point out that such entities have always
existed and been reported by farmers and villagers in Puerto Rico and Central and South America. The beast
has been observed by numerous eyewitnesses as it attacked their livestock, and they have described it as
nightmarish in appearance. Standing erect on powerful goatlike legs with three-clawed feet, the monster is
generally described as slightly over five feet in height, though some reports list it as over six and a half feet.
Its head is oval in shape and it has an elongated jaw with a small, slit mouth and fangs that protrude both
upward and downward. A few witnesses have claimed to have seen small, pointed ears on its reptilianlike
head, but all who have seen the Chupacabra after dark state that they will never forget its red eyes that glow
menacingly in the shadows. Although its arms are thin, they are extremely powerful, ending in three-clawed
paws. A most unusual attribute of the Chupacabra is its chameleonlike ability to change colors even though it
appears to have a strong, coarse black hair that covers its torso. Somehow, the creature is able to alter its
coloration from green to grayish and from light brown to black, depending upon the vegetation that surrounds
it. Another peculiarity of the beast is the row of quill-like appendages that runs down its spine and the fleshly
membrane that extends between these projections, which can flare or contract and also change color from blue
to green or from red to purple. It is those same strong legs that enable the creature to run at extremely fast
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speeds to escape its pursuers. In Brazil, the ranchers called the monster "O Bicho," the Beast, but there was no
mistaking the brutal signature of the Chupacabra on the mutilated corpses of sheep and other livestock. And
the description provided by frightened eyewitnesses was also the sameâ€”a reptilian creature with thin arms,
long claws, powerful hind legs, and dark gray in color. On May 11, , the newspaper Folha de Londrina in
Parana State, Brazil, published the account of a slaughter that had occurred at a ranch near Campina Grande
do Sul when in a single corral 12 sheep were found dead and another 11 were horribly mutilated. While some
authorities attributed the attacks to wild dogs or cougars, those who had been eyewitnesses to the appearance
of the beast argued that the creature that they had seen walking on its hind legs and seizing livestock by the
throat had most certainly not been any kind of known canine or cat. From April to September , the
bloodsucker in Chile slaughtered more than animals, and both the people and the authorities were becoming
concerned about what kind of monster was running amuck in their country. Some witnesses to the bloody
rampages of the creature described it as a large rodent, others as a mutant kangaroo; still others perceived it as
a winged, apelike vampire. A number of authorities began to speculate that the Chupacabra-type creatures had
been manufactured by some secret government agency, a bizarre hybrid of various animals, created for whom
knew what purpose. A number of clergymen issued pronouncements stating that the creatures were heralding
the end of the world. Anthropologists reminded people that tales of such mysterious, vampirelike monsters
that sucked the blood out of livestock had been common in Central America for centuries. A widely popular
story spread throughout Chile that Chilean soldiers had captured a Chupacabra male, female, and cub that had
been living in a mine north of Calama. Then, according to the account, a team of NASA scientists arrived in a
black helicopter and reclaimed the Chupacabra family. On August 30, , Jorge Luis Talavera, a farmer in the
jurisdiction of Malpaisillo, Nicaragua , had enough of the nocturnal depredations of Chupacabra. That night it
seemed that Talavera accomplished what no other irate farmer or rancher had been able to do. He shot and
killed a Chupacabra. Scott Corrales, Institute of Hispanic Ufology, reported that a specialist of veterinary
medicine examined the carcass and acknowledged that it was an uncommon creature with great eye cavities,
smooth batlike skin, big claws, large teeth, and a crest sticking out from the main vertebra. The specialist said
that the specimen could have been a hybrid animal made up of several species, created through genetic
engineering. However, on September 5, , the official analysis of the corpse by the university medical college
was that Talavera had shot a dog. A furious Luis Talavera declared that the officials had switched carcasses.
Today, Chupacabra reports continued unabated from nearly all the South American countries. While the
creature remains controversial and arguments ensue whether it is some kind of vampire, extraterrestrial alien,
or a creation of some secret branch of the U. Delving Deeper Astuya, Juan Carlos. La Estrella de Valparaiso,
October 14, Chupacabras and Other Mysteries. Septem ber 21, Ghoul The ghoul is linked with both the
vampire and the werewolf in traditional folklore, but there are a number of obvious reasons why the entity has
never attained the popularity achieved by the Frankenstein monsters, Draculas, and Wolfmen of the horror
films. The category of ghoul encompasses a number of different entities. One type of ghoul, like the vampire,
is a member of the family of the undead, continually on the nocturnal prowl for new victims. Unlike the
vampire, however, this ghoul feasts upon the flesh of the deceased, taking the corpses from cemeteries and
morgues. The ghoul more common to the waking world is that of the mentally unbalanced individual who
engages in eating or otherwise desecrating the flesh of deceased humans. Yet a third type of ghoul would be
those native of Arabic folklore, the ghul male and ghulah female , demonic jinns that haunt burial grounds and
sustain themselves on human flesh stolen from graves. It is easy to envision how the legend of the ghoul began
in ancient times when graves were shallow and often subject to the disturbances of wild animals seeking
carrion. Then, in the late s, surgeons and doctors began to discover the value of dissection. The infant science
of surgery was progressing rapidly, but advancement required cadaversâ€” and the more cadavers that were
supplied, the more the doctors realized how little they actually knew about the anatomy and interior workings
of the human body, and thus the more cadavers they needed. As a result, societies of grave robbers were
formed called the "resurrectionists. And, of course, digging was easier in unsettled dirt. The great irony was
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that advancement in medical science helped to perpetuate the legend of the ghoul. Delving Deeper Fodor,
Nandor. A Psychoanalyst Looks at the Supernatural. New American Library, Vampires, Werewolves, and
Ghouls. Henry Holt , Perverse Crimes in History. Golem The Golem is the Frankenstein monster of Jewish
tradition, but it is created from virgin soil and pure spring water, rather than the body parts of cadavers. It is
also fashioned by those who purify themselves spiritually and physically, rather than heretical scientists in
foreboding castle laboratories who bring down electricity from the sky to animate their patchwork human.
Once the Golem has been formed, it is given life by the Kabbalist placing under its tongue a piece of paper
with the Tetragrammaton the four-letter name of God written on it. According to certain traditions, the
creation of a Golem is one of the advanced stages of development for serious practitioners of Kabbalah and
alchemy. Instructions for fashioning a Golem according to the Talmudic tradition was set down sometime in
the tenth century by Rabbi Eliezar Rokeach in The Book of Formation, and in his modern adaptation of the
ancient text, Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan stressed that the initiate should never attempt to make a Golem alone, but
should always be accompanied by one or two learned colleagues for it can become a monster and wreak
havoc. The most famous Golem is "Yossele," the creature said to be created by Judah Loew Ben Bezalel â€”
to help protect the Jews of Prague from the libel that the blood of a Christian child was used during the
Passover Seder. There are many accounts of how Yossele saved Jews from reprisals directed against them by
those citizens who had been incited by the anti-Semitic libel. The synagogue survived the widespread
destruction directed against Jewish places of worship by the Nazis in the s and early s, and it is said that the
Gestapo did not even enter the attic. Delving Deeper "Frankenstein and the Golem. The Book of Creation in
Theory and Practice. Dictionary of Jewish Lore and Legend. London and New York: Thames and Hudson,
The Golem of Prague. Imp In Old English impe means a young plant shoot or a tree sapling. Over the years,
the word came to refer to smallish entities that were direct offspring of the Devil and sent from hell to do evil
deeds to humans on Earth. In many of the transcripts of the European witchcraft trials, the demonic spirit
given by the Devil to a witch to do his or her bidding was referred to as an imp. In most of the descriptions of
imps given by witches or those theologians who claimed to have exorcised the entities, their appearance apart
from the animals they possessed was always a solid black in color. Since they were creatures without souls
sired by the Devil, imps were condemned to be dark shadow beings, forever denied the light of God. Over the
centuries, the meaning of the word has lost its satanic implications. When one speaks of someone having an
impish smile, one is likely to mean that that individual has wry sense of humor. To refer to children as "little
imps" suggests that they are mischievous, rather than malignant. Citadel Press, , Incubus According to ancient
tradition, there are two main classifications of demons that sexually molest humansâ€”the incubi that assault
women and the succubi that seduce men. The incubi were said to seduce unsuspecting women by appearing to
them in the guise of their husbands or lovers, and as one might suspect, the incubi played an important role in
the history of the Inquisition. Even pious nuns appeared before the tribunals, attesting to their affliction by
persistent incubi that tried to persuade them to break their vows of chastity.
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When Major dies, two young pigs, Snowball and Napoleon , assume command and consider it a duty to
prepare for the Rebellion. The animals revolt, driving the drunken, irresponsible farmer Mr. Jones , as well as
Mrs. Jones and the other human caretakers and employees, off the farm, renaming it "Animal Farm". They
adopt the Seven Commandments of Animalism, the most important of which is, "All animals are equal". The
decree is painted in large letters on one side of the barn. Snowball teaches the animals to read and write, while
Napoleon educates young puppies on the principles of Animalism. Food is plentiful, and the farm runs
smoothly. The pigs elevate themselves to positions of leadership and set aside special food items, ostensibly
for their personal health. Some time later, several men attack Animal Farm. Jones and his men are making an
attempt to recapture the farm, aided by several other farmers who are terrified of similar animal revolts.
Snowball and the animals, who are hiding in ambush, defeat the men by launching a surprise attack as soon as
they enter the farmyard. It is celebrated annually with the firing of a gun, on the anniversary of the Revolution.
Napoleon and Snowball vie for pre-eminence. When Snowball announces his plans to modernize the farm by
building a windmill , Napoleon has his dogs chase Snowball away and declares himself leader. Napoleon
enacts changes to the governance structure of the farm, replacing meetings with a committee of pigs who will
run the farm. Through a young pig named Squealer , Napoleon claims credit for the windmill idea. The
animals work harder with the promise of easier lives with the windmill. When the animals find the windmill
collapsed after a violent storm, Napoleon and Squealer convince the animals that Snowball is trying to
sabotage their project. Once Snowball becomes a scapegoat , Napoleon begins to purge the farm with his dogs,
killing animals he accuses of consorting with his old rival. The animals remain convinced that they are better
off than they were under Mr. Frederick , a neighbouring farmer, attacks the farm, using blasting powder to
blow up the restored windmill. Although the animals win the battle, they do so at great cost , as many,
including Boxer, the workhorse , are wounded. Despite his injuries, Boxer continues working harder and
harder, until he collapses while working on the windmill. Napoleon sends for a van to purportedly take Boxer
to a veterinary surgeon, explaining that better care can be given there. Benjamin, the cynical donkey who
"could read as well as any pig", [11] notices that the van belongs to a knacker and attempts a futile rescue. In a
subsequent report, Squealer reports sadly to the animals that Boxer died peacefully at the animal hospital.
However, the truth was that Napoleon had engineered the sale of Boxer to the knacker, allowing Napoleon and
his inner circle to acquire money to buy whisky for themselves. In s England, one way for farms to make
money was to sell large animals to a knacker, who would kill the animal and boil its remains into animal glue.
Years pass, the windmill is rebuilt, and another windmill is constructed, which makes the farm a good amount
of income. However, the ideals which Snowball discussed, including stalls with electric lighting, heating, and
running water are forgotten, with Napoleon advocating that the happiest animals live simple lives. In addition
to Boxer, many of the animals who participated in the Revolution are dead, as is Farmer Jones, who died in
another part of England. The pigs start to resemble humans, as they walk upright, carry whips, and wear
clothes. The Seven Commandments are abridged to a single phrase: He abolishes the practice of the
revolutionary traditions and restores the name "The Manor Farm". As the animals outside gaze at the scene
and look from pig to man, and from man to pig, and from pig to man again, they can no longer distinguish
between the two. He is an allegorical combination of Karl Marx , one of the creators of communism, and
Vladimir Lenin , the communist leader of the Russian Revolution and the early Soviet nation, in that he draws
up the principles of the revolution. His skull being put on revered public display recalls Lenin, whose
embalmed body was put on display. He is mainly based on Leon Trotsky , [12] but also combines elements
from Lenin. The piglets â€” Hinted to be the children of Napoleon and are the first generation of animals
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subjugated to his idea of animal inequality. Jones â€” A heavy drinker who is the original owner of Manor
Farm, a farm in disrepair with farmhands who often loaf on the job. He is an allegory of Russian Tsar
Nicholas II , [16] who abdicated following the February Revolution of and was murdered, along with the rest
of his family, by the Bolsheviks on 17 July The animals revolt after Jones drinks so much he does not care for
the animals. Frederick â€” The tough owner of Pinchfield, a small but well-kept neighbouring farm, who
briefly enters into an alliance with Napoleon. The animals of Animal Farm are terrified of Frederick, as
rumours abound of him abusing his animals and entertaining himself with cockfighting a likely allegory for
the human rights abuses of Adolf Hitler. Napoleon enters into an alliance with Frederick in order to sell
surplus timber that Pilkington also sought, but is enraged to learn Frederick paid him in counterfeit money.
Shortly after the swindling, Frederick and his men invade Animal Farm, killing many animals and detonating
the windmill. The brief alliance and subsequent invasion may allude to the Molotovâ€”Ribbentrop Pact and
Operation Barbarossa. Pilkington â€” The easy-going but crafty and well-to-do owner of Foxwood, a large
neighbouring farm overgrown with weeds. Although on bad terms with Frederick, Pilkington is also
concerned about the animal revolution that deposed Jones, and worried that this could also happen to him.
Whymper â€” A man hired by Napoleon to act as the liaison between Animal Farm and human society. At
first he is used to acquire necessities that cannot be produced on the farm, such as dog biscuits and paraffin
wax , but later he procures luxuries like alcohol for the pigs. Horses and donkeys Boxer â€” A loyal, kind,
dedicated, extremely strong, hard working, and respectable cart-horse, although quite naive and gullible.
Boxer does a large share of the physical labour on the farm. Boxer has been compared to the Stakhanovite
movement. He has been described as "faithful and strong"; [21] he believes any problem can be solved if he
works harder. Mollie â€” A self-centred, self-indulgent and vain young white mare who quickly leaves for
another farm after the revolution, in a manner similar to those who left Russia after the fall of the Tsar. She is
only once mentioned again. Clover â€” A gentle, caring female horse, who shows concern especially for
Boxer, who often pushes himself too hard. Clover can read all the letters of the alphabet, but cannot "put
words together". She seems to catch on to the sly tricks and schemes set up by Napoleon and Squealer.
Benjamin â€” A donkey, one of the oldest, wisest animals on the farm, and one of the few who can read
properly. He is sceptical, temperamental and cynical: She, like Benjamin and Snowball, is one of the few
animals on the farm who can read. The puppies â€” Offspring of Jessie and Bluebell, they were taken away at
birth by Napoleon and reared by him to be his security force. Some commentators [26] have compared the
sheep to representations of state controlled press. Their constant bleating of "four legs good, two legs bad" was
used as a device to drown out any opposition; analogous to simplistic headlines used in printed media of the
age. Towards the latter section of the book, Squealer the propagandist trains the sheep to alter their slogan to
"four legs good, two legs better", which they dutifully do, symbolizing the state manipulation of media. The
hens â€” The hens are promised at the start of the revolution that they will get to keep their eggs, which are
stolen from them under Mr Jones. However their eggs are soon taken from them under the premise of buying
goods from outside Animal Farm. The hens are among the first to rebel, albeit unsuccessfully, against
Napoleon. The cows â€” The cows are enticed into the revolution by promises that their milk will not be
stolen, but can be used to raise their own calves. Their milk is then stolen by the pigs, who learn to milk them.
The cat â€” Never seen to carry out any work, the cat is absent for long periods and is forgiven; because her
excuses are so convincing and she "purred so affectionately that it was impossible not to believe in her good
intentions. In the preface of a Ukrainian edition of Animal Farm, he explained how escaping the communist
purges in Spain taught him "how easily totalitarian propaganda can control the opinion of enlightened people
in democratic countries". This motivated Orwell to expose and strongly condemn what he saw as the Stalinist
corruption of the original socialist ideals. He was also upset about a booklet for propagandists the Ministry of
Information had put out. The booklet included instructions on how to quell ideological fears of the Soviet
Union, such as directions to claim that the Red Terror was a figment of Nazi imagination. I saw a little boy,
perhaps ten years old, driving a huge carthorse along a narrow path, whipping it whenever it tried to turn. It
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struck me that if only such animals became aware of their strength we should have no power over them, and
that men exploit animals in much the same way as the rich exploit the proletariat. Efforts to find a publisher
Orwell initially encountered difficulty getting the manuscript published, largely due to fears that the book
might upset the alliance between Britain, the United States, and the Soviet Union. Four publishers refused; one
had initially accepted the work but declined it after consulting the Ministry of Information. During the Second
World War , it became clear to Orwell that anti-Soviet literature was not something which most major
publishing houses would touchâ€”including his regular publisher Gollancz. He also submitted the manuscript
to Faber and Faber , where the poet T. Eliot said he found the view "not convincing", and contended that the
pigs were made out to be the best to run the farm; he posited that someone might argue "what was needed
Anti-Russian books do appear, but mostly from Catholic publishing firms and always from a religious or
frankly reactionary angle. Such flagrant anti-Soviet bias was unacceptable, and the choice of pigs as the
dominant class was thought to be especially offensive. I think the choice of pigs as the ruling caste will no
doubt give offence to many people, and particularly to anyone who is a bit touchy, as undoubtedly the
Russians are. Frederic Warburg also faced pressures against publication, even from people in his own office
and from his wife Pamela, who felt that it was not the moment for ingratitude towards Stalin and the heroic
Red Army , [40] which had played a major part in defeating Hitler. A Russian translation was printed in the
paper Posev, and in giving permission for a Russian translation of Animal Farm, Orwell refused in advance all
royalties. A translation in Ukrainian, which was produced in Germany, was confiscated in large part by the
American wartime authorities and handed over to the Soviet repatriation commission. The sinister fact about
literary censorship in England is that it is largely voluntary Although the first edition allowed space for the
preface, it was not included, [30] and as of June most editions of the book have not included it. For reasons
unknown, no preface was supplied, and the page numbers had to be renumbered at the last minute. Writing in
the American New Republic magazine, George Soule expressed his disappointment in the book, writing that it
"puzzled and saddened me. It seemed on the whole dull. The allegory turned out to be a creaking machine for
saying in a clumsy way things that have been said better directly. It seems to me that a reviewer should have
the courage to identify Napoleon with Stalin, and Snowball with Trotsky, and express an opinion favourable
or unfavourable to the author, upon a political ground. In a hundred years time perhaps, Animal Farm may be
simply a fairy story, today it is a political satire with a good deal of point.
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Chesterton It is certainly a curious fact that so many of the voices of what is called our modern religion have
come from countries which are not only simple, but may even be called barbaric. A nation like Norway has a
great realistic drama without having ever had either a great classical drama or a great romantic drama. A
nation like Russia makes us feel its modern fiction when we have never felt its ancient fiction. It has produced
its Gissing without producing its Scott. Everything that is most sad and scientific, everything that is most grim
and analytical, everything that can truly be called most modern, everything that can without unreasonableness
be called most morbid, comes from these fresh and untried and unexhausted nationalities. Out of these infant
peoples come the oldest voices of the earth. This contradiction, like many other contradictions, is one which
ought first of all to be registered as a mere fact; long before we attempt to explain why things contradict
themselves, we ought, if we are honest men and good critics, to register the preliminary truth that things do
contradict themselves. In this case, as I say, there are many possible and suggestive explanations. It may be, to
take an example, that our modern Europe is so exhausted that even the vigorous expression of that exhaustion
is difficult for every one except the most robust. It may be that all the nations are tired; and it may be that only
the boldest and breeziest are not too tired to say that they are tired. It may be that a man like Ibsen in Norway
or a man like Gorky in Russia are the only people left who have so much faith that they can really believe in
scepticism. It may be that they are the only people left who have so much animal spirits that they can really
feast high and drink deep at the ancient banquet of pessimism. This is one of the possible hypotheses or
explanations in the matter: Many other explanations might, however, also be offered. It might be suggested
that half-barbaric countries like Russia or Norway, which have always lain, to say the least of it, on the
extreme edge of the circle of our European civilisation, have a certain primal melancholy which belongs to
them through all the ages. It is highly probable that this sadness, which to us is modern, is to them eternal. It is
highly probable that what we have solemnly and suddenly discovered in scientific text-books and
philosophical magazines they absorbed and experienced thousands of years ago, when they offered human
sacrifice in black and cruel forests and cried to their gods in the dark. Their agnosticism is perhaps merely
paganism; their paganism, as in old times, is merely devilworship. Certainly, Schopenhauer could hardly have
written his hideous essay on women except in a country which had once been full of slavery and the service of
fiends. It may be that these moderns are tricking us altogether, and are hiding in their current scientific jargon
things that they knew before science or civilisation were. They say that they are determinists; but the truth is,
probably, that they are still worshipping the Norns. They say that they describe scenes which are sickening and
dehumanising in the name of art or in the name of truth; but it may be that they do it in the name of some deity
indescribable, whom they propitiated with blood and terror before the beginning of history. This hypothesis,
like the hypothesis mentioned before it, is highly disputable, and is at best a suggestion. But there is one broad
truth in the matter which may in any case be considered as established. A country like Russia has far more
inherent capacity for producing revolution in revolutionists than any country of the type of England or
America. Communities highly civilised and largely urban tend to a thing which is now called evolution, the
most cautious and the most conservative of all social influences. The disloyal Russian frets against the Czar
because he also remembers the Czar, and makes a note of the necessity of knifing him. But the loyal
Englishman obeys the upper classes because he has forgotten that they are there. Their operation has become
to him like daylight, or gravitation, or any of the forces of nature. And there are no disloyal Englishmen; there
are no English revolutionists, because the oligarchic management of England is so complete as to be invisible.
The thing which can once get itself forgotten can make itself omnipotent. Gorky is pre-eminently Russian, in
that he is a revolutionist; not because most Russians are revolutionists for I imagine that they are not , but
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because most Russians--indeed, nearly all Russians--are in that attitude of mind which makes revolution
possible and which makes religion possible, an attitude of primary and dogmatic assertion. To be a
revolutionist it is first necessary to be a revelationist. It is necessary to believe in the sufficiency of some
theory of the universe or the State. But in countries that have come under the influence of what is called the
evolutionary idea, there has been no dramatic righting of wrongs, and unless the evolutionary idea loses its
hold there never will be. These countries have no revolution, they have to put up with an inferior and largely
fictitious thing which they call progress. The interest of the Gorky tale, like the interest of so many other
Russian masterpieces, consists in this sharp contact between a simplicity, which we in the West feel to be very
old, and a rebelliousness which we in the West feel to be very new. We cannot in our graduated and polite
civilisation quite make head or tail of the Russian anarch; we can only feel in a vague way that his tale is the
tale of the Missing Link, and that his head is the head of the superman. We hear his lonely cry of anger. But
we cannot be quite certain whether his protest is the protest of the first anarchist against government, or
whether it is the protest of the last savage against civilisation. The cruelty of ages and of political cynicism or
necessity has done much to burden the race of which Gorky writes; but time has left them one thing which it
has not left to the people in Poplar or West Ham. It has left them, apparently, the clear and childlike power of
seeing the cruelty which encompasses them. Gorky is a tramp, a man of the people, and also a critic and a
bitter one. In the West poor men, when they become articulate in literature, are always sentimentalists and
nearly always optimists. It is no exaggeration to say that these people of whom Gorky writes in such a story as
this of "Creatures that once were Men" are to the Western mind children. They have, indeed, been tortured and
broken by experience and sin. But this has only sufficed to make them sad children or naughty children or
bewildered children. They have absolutely no trace of that quality upon which secure government rests so
largely in Western Europe, the quality of being soothed by long words as if by an incantation. They do not call
hunger "economic pressure"; they call it hunger. They do not call rich men "examples of capitalistic
concentration," they call them rich men. And this note of plainness and of something nobly prosaic is as
characteristic of Gorky, the most recent and in some ways the most modern and sophisticated of Russian
authors, as it is of Tolstoy or any of the Tolstoyan type of mind. The very title of this story strikes the note of
this sudden and simple vision. The philanthropist writing long letters to the Daily Telegraph says, of men
living in a slum, that "their degeneration is of such a kind as almost to pass the limits of the semblance of
humanity," and we read the whole thing with a tepid assent as we should read phrases about the virtues of
Queen Victoria or the dignity of the House of Commons. The Russian novelist, when he describes a
dosshouse, says, "Creatures that once were Men. This story is a test case of the Russian manner, for it is in
itself a study of decay, a study of failure, and a study of old age. And yet the author is forced to write even of
staleness freshly; and though he is treating of the world as seen by eyes darkened or blood-shot with evil
experience, his own eyes look out upon the scene with a clarity that is almost babyish. Through all runs that
curious Russian sense that every man is only a man, which, if the Russians ever are a democracy, will make
them the most democratic democracy that the world has ever seen. Take this passage, for instance, from the
austere conclusion of "Creatures that once were Men. At the door facing him stood an old man with a stick in
his hand and a large bag on his back, a horrible odd man in rags and tatters, which covered his bony figure. He
bent under the weight of his burden, and lowered his head on his breast, as if he wished to attack the merchant.
This hoarseness pleased and tranquillised Petunikoff, he even smiled. And are there really men like you? He
went, saying slowly: There are worse than me. To no Western, I am afraid, would it occur when asked what he
was to say, "A man. With us it is not a question of men being of various kinds; with us the kinds are almost
different animals. The line between man and the beasts is one of the transcendental essentials of every
religion; and it is, like most of the transcendental things of religion, identical with the main sentiments of the
man of common sense. We feel this gulf when theologies say that it cannot be crossed. But we feel it quite as
much and that with a primal shudder when philosophers or fanciful writers suggest that it might be crossed.
And if any man wishes to discover whether or no he has really learnt to regard the line between man and brute
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as merely relative and evolutionary, let him say again to himself those frightful words, "Creatures that once
were Men.
Chapter 4 : Editions of Creatures That Once Were Men by Maxim Gorky
Editions for Creatures That Once Were Men: (Paperback published in ), (Paperback published in ), (published in ),
(Paperback publ.
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Everyday low prices and free delivery on eligible orders.
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