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Humiliating and chauvinistic, this expression reflects the understanding of gender roles that existed in
Germany in the 19th century, and nowadays would probably cause a firestorm among all layers of modern
society if any politician was brave or rather stupid enough to proclaim it in public. However, an unpleasant
surprise is that weâ€”modern people living in the 21st centuryâ€”are still guided by gender stereotypes,
expectations, and concepts about appropriate gender roles. This is neither good or badâ€”it is how things are:
Such sustained conceptions never change fast; still, what we can observe today is the gradual shifting of
gender roles, and the blurring of their boundaries. Today, it is not uncommon to see a man doing work around
the house, looking after children, or cooking, while his wife is in an office busy with corporate wars. Neither it
is uncommon to see a man able to shed tears, or a woman who demonstrates typically-masculine traits of
character, such as decisiveness and assertiveness. It is perfectly fine if each member of a couple is comfortable
with such a distribution of roles, temporary or permanent. However, the shift in gender rolesâ€”especially in
the United Statesâ€”is gradually becoming more than a voluntary redistribution of duties, but rather a mass
phenomenon, which sociologists are currently looking for explanations for. One of the reasons why this is
happening may originate from educationâ€”in particular, in the attitude male and female students have
towards it. Whereas girls are usually more diligent about studying, engage in in-school activities more eagerly,
and tend to be serious about their academic performance, among boys, the situation is different. What many
young men seem to not think about is that nowadays, the highest demand is for graduates who have a high
level of knowledge: When employing a graduate student, companies usually prefer candidates with high
gradesâ€”not because they care about how well a future employee knows biology or math, but because it is
usually an index of persistence and the ability to work. In this regard, men who did not put enough effort into
their academic careers have higher risks of falling off the board. Gender role changes also have an economic
basis underlying it. The recession that hit the United States in the late s mostly hit the jobs usually occupied by
menâ€”according to statistics, around 80 percent of workplacesâ€”so the gap that emerged had to be filled:
With women becoming the main breadwinners, men had to take the role of housekeepers: This process
exacerbated several other problems existing in American society: This is unfair, but this is also a chance to
take a look at existing gender issues from a new perspective, and develop a solution for them. With men
keeping an eye on homes and women working in offices, there might be yet another crisis that is easy to
overlook. The traditional outlook implying a man being responsible for the financial condition of a family, and
a women being responsible for how things are at home, is still strong; in many families, it can cause the
increase of divorce rates. A man earning less than a woman may lose self-confidenceâ€”and this is not about
chauvinism, but rather about an innate need to be a breadwinnerâ€”and become unable to continue
relationships with a woman. On the other hand, a woman earning more than her husband may lose respect for
him, and file for divorce; relationships are not only about how much each family member earns, but when a
way of things that lasted for centuries changes so dramatically, not everyone can find a constructive approach
to new circumstances. The shift in gender roles that occurred during the recent decade has shed light on a
number of problems, to which American society has not probably paid enough attention yet. The
unwillingness of male students to engage in studying because of the belief that detachment from academics
has something to do with establishing their masculinity causes employers to prefer women over men when
looking for candidatesâ€”even for the positions traditionally occupied by men. The recession that hit the
United States hard several years ago has contributed to the process of gender roles shifting as well. As a result,
we are currently living in a society where men and women perform functions sometimes directly opposite to
those that persisted for centuries; this is neither good or badâ€”this is new, and American society needs to
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Critical Essay The word "critical" has positive as well as negative meanings. You can write a critical essay
that agrees entirely with the reading. The word "critical" describes your attitude when you read the article.
This attitude is best described as "detached evaluation," meaning that you weigh the coherence of the reading,
the completeness of its data, and so on, before you accept or reject it. A critical essay or review begins with an
analysis or exposition of the reading, article-by-article, book by book. Each analysis should include the
following points: Ask yourself, "Have I read all the relevant or assigned material? The following steps are how
this is done. Ask yourself, "Are there other possible positions on this matter? Decide on your own position it
may agree with one of the competing arguments and state explicitly the reason s why you hold that position by
outlining the consistent facts and showing the relative insignificance of contrary facts. Coherently state your
position by integrating your evaluations of the works you read. This becomes your conclusions section.
Briefly state your position, state why the problem you are working on is important, and indicate the important
questions that need to be answered; this is your "Introduction. The point of a rough draft is to get your ideas on
paper. Once they are there, you can deal with the superficial though very important problems. Consider this
while writing: The critical essay is informative; it emphasizes the literary work being studied rather than the
feelings and opinions of the person writing about the literary work; in this kind of writing, all claims made
about the work need to be backed up with evidence. The difference between feelings and facts is simple--it
does not matter what you believe about a book or play or poem; what matters is what you can prove about it,
drawing upon evidence found in the text itself, in biographies of the author, in critical discussions of the
literary work, etc. Criticism does not mean you have to attack the work or the author; it simply means you are
thinking critically about it, exploring it and discussing your findings. In many cases, you are teaching your
audience something new about the text. The literary essay usually employs a serious and objective tone.
Sometimes, depending on your audience, it is all right to use a lighter or even humorous tone, but this is not
usually the case. Use a "claims and evidence" approach. Be specific about the points you are making about the
novel, play, poem, or essay you are discussing and back up those points with evidence that your audience will
find credible and appropriate. If you want to say, "The War of the Worlds is a novel about how men and
women react in the face of annihilation, and most of them do not behave in a particularly courageous or noble
manner," say it, and then find evidence that supports your claim. Using evidence from the text itself is often
your best option. Another form of evidence you can rely on is criticism, what other writers have claimed about
the work of literature you are examining. You may treat these critics as "expert witnesses," whose ideas
provide support for claims you are making about the book. In most cases, you should not simply provide a
summary of what critics have said about the literary work. In fact, one starting point might be to look at what a
critic has said about one book or poem or story and then a ask if the same thing is true of another book or
poem or story and 2 ask what it means that it is or is not true. Do not try to do everything. Try to do one thing
well. And beware of subjects that are too broad; focus your discussion on a particular aspect of a work rather
than trying to say everything that could possibly be said about it. Be sure your discussion is well organized.
Each section should support the main idea. Each section should logically follow and lead into the sections that
come before it and after it. Within each paragraph, sentences should be logically connected to one another.
Remember that in most cases you want to keep your tone serious and objective. Be sure your essay is free of
mechanical and stylistic errors. If you quote or summarize and you will probably have to do this be sure you
follow an appropriate format MLA format is the most common one when examining literature and be sure you
provide a properly formatted list of works cited at the end of your essay. It is easy to choose the topics for
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critical essay type. For example, you can choose a novel or a movie to discuss. It is important to choose the
topic you are interested and familiar with. Here are the examples of popular critical essay topics:
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Its long reviews included both "review articles", which reviewed several books on the same subject, and
"review essays", which used a single book as a way to begin discussing a larger subject of interest. From its
foundation, all profits were donated to the British and Foreign Bible Society. Basker speculates that its
religious foundations are connected to its "high proportion of serious intellectual discussion and rather less
than usual treatment of lighter literary from such as drama and the novel". During its first year, the periodical
was edited by Samuel Greatheed , a Dissenting minister; however, it was co-founder and fellow Dissenter
Daniel Parken who built up the readership and contributor list of the periodical while he served as editor from
to He was also responsible for what Basker calls "the policy of enlightened, non-demoninational if not
ecumenical editorial policies" at the Eclectic. It almost collapsed until it was purchased by Josiah Conder in ,
with whom the second major period began. Conder continued editing the periodical until , financing it himself
and often writing entire issues. From until â€”the third periodâ€”Thomas Price edited the periodical with the
exception of one three-month period when William Linwood tried to take over the editorship. According to
Basker, "Price reinvigorated the Eclectic", [3] specifically by rigorously adhering to a neutral position on
religion, by expanding the topics covered to include foreign publications, and by lowering the price from two
shillings to eighteen pence. His aim was to appeal to families. Edwin Paxton Hood took over as editor in
January , changing the periodical back to a book review, increasing the size of each issue, and lowering the
price still further. According to Basker, these last years were successful and the periodical produced "some of
its finest review journalism". Basker writes that "few The Eclectic reviewed more American literature than
any other English periodical of the time. As Basker explains, "this continuing attention to American literature
was far more than a condescending curiosity about the culture of the young republic. Rather remarkably, even
as early as , American authors were accorded the same serious treatment as the major authors in English and
other European languages. Essays were written about the new Romantic movement. In general, the Eclectic
preferred Wordsworth to Samuel Taylor Coleridge , particularly after the publication of " Kubla Khan ",
calling on him "to break off his desultory and luxurious habits, and to brace his mind to intellectual exertion".
It did not shy away from reviewing the works of controversial figures, however, such as Thomas de Quincey.
It reviewed the works of both Brownings, calling Elizabeth Barrett Browning "the Schiller of our higher
nature" [11] and compared Robert Browning to Tennyson. Furthermore, important contemporary scientific
and philosophical subjects were given extensive space.
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