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London ; New York: Description Book â€” xii, p. Civil society activism under authoritarian constraints
Francesco Cavatorta 2. Dissident writings as political theory on civil society and democracy Marlies Glasius
4. Civil society activism and authoritarian rule in Romania and Chile. Evidence for the role played by art ists
Caterina Preda 5. Contesting order in Tunisia: Civil society, ethnic politics and the search for political space in
Central Asia Matteo Fumagalli 7. The influence of civil society activism on regional governance structures in
the Russian Federation: Entrenching authoritarianism or promoting reform? Civil society in contemporary
Yemen Vincent Durac 9. Relations between professional associations and the state in Jordan Janine Clark
Civil society in the digital age: The case of Cuba Bert Hoffmann Reconsidering two myths about civil
society. Evidence from Afghanistan Kevin Gray. Nielsen Book Data This book examines how civil society
actors operate under authoritarian constraints, and examines how this is linked to regime change. This book
moves beyond traditional notions of civil society and explains the complexity of state-society relations in
authoritarian contexts outside the framework of democratization. Rejecting a wholly normative approach, the
contributors focus on the whole range of civic activism under authoritarianism, from resistance to support for
the political system in place. They explain how activism under authoritarianism is subject to different
structures, and demonstrate how active citizens have tried to claw back powers of expression and contestation,
but also sought to create a voice for themselves as privileged interlocutors of authoritarian regimes. Civil
Society Activism under Authoritarian Rule will be of interest to students and scholars of international politics,
comparative politics, civil society, authoritarianism and regime change. Nielsen Book Data Online.
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If you are interested in being an exhibitor at the Conference in Belfast, please email sponsorship epsanet.
EPSA conferences offer a great opportunity to market products and services directly to leading political
scientists. Our members and conference participants are multipliers, which allow you to bring your message to
numerous potential customers. Find out more at http: SAGE is a leading international publisher of journals,
books, and digital media for academic, educational, and professional markets. Since , SAGE has helped
inform and educate a global community of scholars, practitioners, researchers, and students spanning a wide
range of subject areas including business, humanities, social sciences, and science, technology and medicine.
It was founded in by Marion Berghahn. BBC Monitoring observes, understands and explains media
throughout the world. The combination of our expertise, ability to identify relevant sources, our regional
knowledge and presence on the ground ensures we support you in understanding the issues, media
environments and locations key to you. Throughout its history, the Press has maintained a reputation for
innovation and enterprise, through publishing the latest research, and through supporting the latest
methodologies for teaching and learning. Its purpose is to advance learning, knowledge and research
worldwide. It publishes over journals and over 2, books annually for distribution in nearly every country in the
world. We are a leading international academic publisher, unconstrained by the conflicting interests of
conglomerate ownership or a single academic institution. The academic division publishes around 1, books a
year, with a significant presence in the humanities, social sciences and visual arts. The division also published
the digitized edition of the Winston Churchill Archive, publishes the Drama Online library and has recently
launched a major online research library, Bloomsbury Collections. It publishes about new books a year and
over 30 journals. We are a major publishing presence in fields as diverse as architecture, social theory,
economics, cognitive science, and computational science, and we have a long-term commitment to both
design excellence and the efficient and creative use of new technologies. Our goal is to create books and
journals that are challenging, creative, attractive, and yet affordable to individual readers. Oxford Handbooks
in Politics and International Relations series. Oxford Journals include Political Analysis, the No. Palgrave
Macmillan is a global academic publisher, serving learning and scholarship in higher education. It has top
textbooks in almost every area of politics with a focus on innovation to meet the needs of students and
lecturers. Our comprehensive academic programme covers the breadth of the discipline and offers a wide
range of formats for publishing original research, including monographs, handbooks and journals, as well as
the new short-form PalgravePivot imprint.
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Cultural Theory as Political Science (Routledge/ECPR Studies in European Political Science) - Kindle edition by Gunnar
Grendstad, Per Selle, Michael Thompson. Download it once and read it on your Kindle device, PC, phones or tablets.

According to your moral point of view, are they acceptable or wrong? What solution do you think is right
today? While some scholars argued that it continued to be an important factor in explaining the way people
think politically and vote, others maintained that class had become the dominant force. However, Europe has
changed in many ways since then. First, migration has substantially altered the religious composition of
Western European societies, and a significant portion of those who migrated into the affluent Western
European states are less secularised than the majority of the citizens of the host countries. Second, with the
end of the Cold War, religion reasserted its role as an important factor in some countries of the Eastâ€”Central
Europe, most notably in Poland. And third, religion did not just dwindle away to nothing in the secularised
societies of Western Europe. The Christian churches and their collateral organisations remained influential
political actors, not least due to the simple fact that their links with the political systems are highly
institutionalised in many countries. This institutional anchorage provided the Christian churches with
sufficient resilience, and religiously inspired debates and conflicts have remained on the agenda of many
European nations. Furthermore, the debate mentioned above focused exclusively on Western Europe, and the
example of migration highlights the fact that the relationship of religion and politics can no longer be fully
understood by focusing on one region alone. The current volume is one of the few books that takes a broadly
comparative view. By looking at very diverse countries including, among others, Turkey, Morocco, Israel and
Spain, attention is drawn to commonalities and differences between very different religious actors and the way
they interact with the political system. The book concentrates on three central and interrelated themes, namely
citizenship, secularisation and democracy. The often bemoaned strong involvement of religious actors in
issues of citizenship, secularisation and democracy in the countries of the Middle East and Northern Africa
does not constitute a fundamental distinction to European countries. To be sure, the democratic credentials of
European religious actors may be less doubtful in most cases than is often true for the Middle East and
Northern Africa. Yet the fundamental issue of the boundary between religion and the secular state is by no
means fully resolved in European countries. In some countries, there is considerable institutional linkage
which guarantees the continued influence of religious actors in state affairs. What is more, such privileges may
be extended to the religious organisations of immigrants, as the example of Germany shows, where the state
actively promotes the formation of Islamic overarching organisations. Hence, religious actors have
considerable influence in some of the secular European societies and, arguably, the likelihood of conflicts
between them and secular states increases with increasing secularisation. As the progress of medical
technology is marching on, it gives rise to a range of ethically charged debates where secular states tend to
take pragmatic positions which are likely be met with resistance by religious communities. This is what the
chapters of this book collectively seek to accomplish. While differing in terms of specific issues that
encourage them to act politically, religious entities commonly reject the secular ideals that have long
dominated theories of political development in both developed and developing countries, appearing instead as
champions of alternative, confessional outlooks, programmes and policies. Seeking to keep faith with what
they interpret as divine decree, religious entities1 typically refuse to render to secular power holders automatic
material or moral support. They are concerned with various social, moral and ethical issues, which are nearly
always political. In addition, many churches and other comparable religious entities no longer restrict
themselves to the pastoral care of individual souls. Now, they raise questions about, inter alia,
interconnections of private and public morality, claims of states and markets to be exempt from extrinsic
normative considerations, and modes and concerns of government. The aim of this book is to examine the
current relationship between selected religious actors and the state in Europe and the MENA. Haynes authors
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believe are the key analytical issues in this context. Overall, the book is concerned with the outcomes of
political interactions involving the state and selected religious entities in various countries in both regions. The
key point, however, is not from which religious tradition individual religious actors come. Pursuing such
objectives, they use a variety of tactics and methods. Our examples from Israel and Turkey highlight a
different context and form of politics. This is where struggles over the role of religion in public life are absent
from or marginal to the formal political arena â€” that is, political society. In sum, these are the main
conclusions of the book: Defining religion and politics Before turning to these issues in detail, it is useful to
start by seeking to define two of the key terms used in this book: Defining politics is relatively simple:
Defining religion satisfactorily is notoriously difficult. Sociologists use two main approaches. Religion can
affect the temporal world in one of two ways: It is necessary to distinguish between religion expressed at the
individual and group levels: But to move into the realm of politics, as we do in this book, is necessarily to be
concerned with group religiosity, whose claims and pretensions are always to some degree political. That is,
there is no such thing as a religion without consequences for value systems, including those affecting politics
and political outcomes. To try to bring together political and religious spheres in all their varied aspects and
then to discern significant patterns and trends is not a simple task. But in attempting it three points are worth
emphasising. Both causal directions need to be held in view. Second, religions are creative and constantly
changing; consequently their relationships with politics also vary over time. In this book, we are concerned
with interactions of religious entities and government over the last few decades. Finally, as political actors
religious entities can only usefully be discussed in terms of specific contexts; in the chapters that comprise this
book, it is the relationship with government which forms a common focal point. Yet the model of responses,
while derived from and influenced by specific aspects of particular 4 J. Haynes religions, is not necessarily
inherent to them. The assumption is that there is an essential core element of religion shaping its behaviour in,
for example, Christian, Islamic or Judaist societies. The contributions to this book explicitly question this
assumption. The focus of many earlier studies was to seek to analyse how existing religious beliefs or
affiliations affect political actions. In this book, however, we are equally concerned with the reverse process:
Religion and state in comparative perspective To understand the political importance of religious actors in
Europe and the MENA, it is necessary to comprehend what they say and do in their relationship with the state.
The declared purpose is to try to create and develop forms of consensual â€” corporate â€” religion, claiming
to be guided by general, culturally appropriate, specific religious beliefs of intrinsic societal significance
Hallencreutz and Westerlund In fact, in many countries in both regions, relations between religious entities
and the state are now not only more visible but also increasingly problematic. Why is this the case? First, it
may be that recent increases in religious challenges to the authority of the state are merely transitory reactions
in the context of the onward march of secularisation. Second, even if the modern state is particularly
vulnerable to legitimation crises, it does not necessarily mean that religion is again becoming automatically
relevant to state functioning. We can see such a development at three levels: Religion and politics 5 Religion
and political society Religion is being liberated from providing slavish legitimacy to secular authority because
representatives of religious organisations are now increasingly willing to criticise and challenge the state in
various ways in relation to a variety of issues and themes. The issues are themselves secular and in so far as
religious agencies are active in these areas, this is a radical shift of concern from the supernatural, from
devotional acts, to what are largely secular goals pursued by secular means. However, a note of caution is in
order: This is because, as Wilson At the level of political society â€” that is, the arena in which the polity
specifically arranges itself for political contestation to gain control over public power and the state apparatus
â€” we can note a range of religious responses that are in part dependent upon the degree of secularisation.
Sometimes, the concept of civil society is used in contrast to political society. Unlike the latter, civil society
refers to organisations and movements â€” not political parties â€” formally uninvolved in both the business of
government and overt political management. Note, however, that this does not necessarily prevent civil
society organisations from sometimes seeking to exert or actually exerting political influence on various
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matters, including democratic outcomes and the content of national constitutions. The overall point is that
religious actors may use a variety of methods to try to achieve their objectives. In other words, when we think
of churchâ€”state relations we may assume a single relationship between two clearly distinct, unitary and
solidly but separately institutionalised entities. Both separation and pluralism must be safeguarded, because it
is assumed that the leading church â€” like the state â€” will seek institutionalised dominance over rival
religious organisations. In sum, the conventional concept of churchâ€”state relations is rooted in prevailing
Christian conceptions of the power of the state of necessity being constrained by forces in society â€”
including those of religion. Yet when we look at the situation in, for example, Central and Eastern Europe
countries under communism from soon after World War II until the early s, there is a different picture. In
Western Europe, on the other hand, we can see in most countries a declining regional position over time
Religion and politics 7 for Christian churches. In France, for example, as a result of the French Revolution, the
demographically dominant Catholic Church placed itself on the wrong side of the ideological divide; the
church as a result lost a great deal of its power, privilege and moral authority. The overall point is that in
contemporary Europe, state prevails over church, while the political saliency of churchâ€”state issues is
variable although overall declining in importance as secularisation increases. The differences between
Christian conceptions of state and church and those of other world religions are well illustrated by reference to
Islam. In the Muslim tradition, mosque is not church. On the theological level, the commandâ€”obedience
nexus that constitutes the Islamic definition of authority is not demarcated by conceptual categories of religion
and politics. There is no validity in separating the matters of piety from those of the polity; both are divinely
ordained. Yet although both religious and political authorities are legitimated Islamically, they invariably
constitute two independent social institutions. They do, however, regularly interact with each other Dabashi
The overall point is that tensions widely exist between secular power and religious organisations in the
modern world. It is often the case in both Europe and the MENA that religious entities, regardless of their
religious persuasion, work towards reducing the ability of the state to sideline them. They do this by aiming to
reverse religious privatisation, a course of action which impacts on a variety of political and social concerns.
Religious deprivatisation and political change Two phenomena are simultaneously taking place in Europe.
First, there is said to be an increase in various forms of spirituality and religiosity, although this also 8 J.
Haynes implies fragmentation and declining societal clout of hitherto leading churches across the region Davie
Note, however, that such religious entities, as Casanova The point is that they are normal phenomena. They
are examples of private religion. They do not individually or collectively question or challenge the extant
arrangements of society, including political and social structures. In addition, in many European Catholic
countries â€” for example, Italy, Poland and Spain â€” the Catholic Church is losing moral appeal for many
people, especially among the young Hooper ; also see the chapters by Ceccarini and Hennig in this collection.
In sum, the multiplicity of extant religious phenomena in Europe belies the idea of an inexorable, popular loss
of interest in religious meaning â€” even in apparently highly secular countries. In addition, innovative
religious forms appear to be increasing their appeal, often at the expense of traditional religions. But from a
political perspective new religions are not of importance. Such religious entities typically resist state attempts
to sideline them. First, why should religious organisations seek to become actors with political goals?
Chapter 6 : Exhibitors | European Political Science Association
This is the first major European political science book to discuss the growing interdisciplinary field of 'cultural theory',
proposing a coherent and viable alternative to mainstream political science.
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