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This item: The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language by David Crystal Paperback $ The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the
English Language David Crystal.

Popular Ideas About Language: The prescriptive tradition; 2. The equality of languages; 3. The magic of
language; 4. The functions of language; 5. Language and thought; Part II. Ethnic and national identity; Social
identity; 11 Contextual identity; Stylistic identity and literature; Part III. The Structure of Language:
Typology and universals; The statistical structure of language; Discourse and text; The Medium of
Language: The anatomy and physiology of speech; The acoustics of speech; The instrumental analysis of
speech; Speech interaction with machines; The sounds of speech; The linguistic use of sound; Sound
symbolism; Part V. Written and spoken language; The process of reading and writing; Part VI. Sign language
structure; Types of sign language; Part VII. The first year; Language, Brain, and Disability: Language and
the brain; Language disability; Part IX. The Languages of the World: The origins of language; Families of
language; The Indo-European family; Pidgins and creoles; Part X. Language in the World: The language
barrier; Translating and interpreting; Foreign language teaching and learning; Language for special
purposes; Part XI. Language and other communication systems; Special symbols and abbreviations; III. Index
of languages, families, dialects, and scripts; VI. Index of authors and personalities; VII. Index of topics;
Acknowledgements. David Crystal has a great facility for explaining language issues with plain good sense,
wit and admirable brevity. A useful guide for anyone - from the interested layperson to the most widely read
of academics. His most recent publications include: Think On My Words:
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David Crystal is one of the world's foremost authorities on language, having published extensively over the past fifty
years on his research work in English language studies. He has authored the hugely successful The Cambridge
Encyclopedia of Language (Cambridge, 3rd Edition, ) English as a Global Language (2nd edition, ) and Language.

Modelling English; Part I. The History of English: The origins of English; 3. Early Modern English; 6. World
English; Part II. The nature of the lexicon; 9. The sources of the lexicon; The structure of the lexicon; Lexical
dimensions; Part III. The structure of words; The structure of sentences; Part IV. Spoken and Written English:
The sound system; The writing system; Part V. Varieties of discourse; Electronic variation; Part VI. Learning
English as a mother tongue; New ways of studying English; Appendices; Indexes. If you like fireworks with
your information, this is a worthwhile language book Crystal has created an attractive and readable work for
the lay reader as well as the specialist. This is a deeply impressive book, for it packs between two covers
virtually everything any normal person might care to know about English. The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the
English Language will surely remain the definite text in the field for some time to come. A splendid work,
essential in all libraries and destined to live a long and useful life. David Crystal does a brilliant job of
satisfying our curiosity about our mother tongue while illuminating the deepest questions of who we are and
where we come from. The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language provides a comprehensive
overview of the language. This is a prodigious achievement The book contains breadth of range, imaginative
insight, and deep understanding It is pervasively readable and stimulating. Linguistic fanatics will delight in
this new edition of The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language Written with great wit, flair and
fluency, the encyclopaedia is a truly enjoyable read. It will develop in the reader a whole new appreciation of
the English language. I will risk predicting that Professor Crystal will not be superseded much before the
message sent into space on Voyager I Linguistic fanatics will delight in this new edition of The Cambridge
Encyclopedia of the English Language Written with great wit, flair and fluency, the encyclopaedia is a truly
enjoyable read. Shipping and handling This item will ship to Germany, but the seller has not specified
shipping options. Contact the seller- opens in a new window or tab and request a shipping method to your
location. Shipping cost cannot be calculated. Please enter a valid ZIP Code. This item will be shipped through
the Global Shipping Program and includes international tracking. Learn more- opens in a new window or tab
Quantity:
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The Cambridge encyclopedia of the English language User Review - Not Available - Book Verdict Crystal, an author,
lecturer, and BBC broadcaster on language, here approaches English with the same combination of scholarly
seriousness and inviting visual presentation that made his Cambridge.

Where do I even begin to describe the contents of this gigantic resource? It contains 65 chapters organized into
11 sections, including popular ideas about language, the structure of language, the medium of language
speaking and listening , signing and seeing, child language acq This book is a huge, monstrous beast -- the
good kind. It contains 65 chapters organized into 11 sections, including popular ideas about language, the
structure of language, the medium of language speaking and listening , signing and seeing, child language
acquisition, "language, brain and disability, languages of the world, language in the world, and language and
communication. It is organised thematically, with sixty five chapters divided into eleven parts. Part one
highlights popular ideas and especially misconceptions about language, covering such topics as description
versus prescription and the equality of languages. Part two considers the ways in which language is tied up
with notions of identity â€” personal, social, and national. And part three int The Cambridge Encyclopedia of
Language is a broad survey of language and linguistics, aimed at a popular audience. And part three introduces
the traditional material of linguistics: Parts four to six explore the different media of language: Part seven
explores child language acquisition and part eight the relationship of the brain to language and language
handicaps. Part nine surveys the variety of languages around the world, their distribution and their historical
relationships, and part ten the varied roles language plays in different areas of human life. And part eleven
touches briefly on the history of modern linguistics and the relationship between language and non-linguistic
communication systems. The Encyclopedia of Language is not meant to be read in large portions. Nor, though
provided with good indices and glossary, is it primarily a reference. It is, rather, a volume designed for dipping
into and browsing, for casual perusal. Individual articles are written so they can stand by themselves and the
longest are of only a few pages. Most are shorter, with many columns, boxes, and side-bars of just a few
paragraphs, and there are usually several places to start reading on any page. It is hard to convey a feel for a
volume organised like this, but opening it at random three times will give the general idea. Pages explore the
issue of linguistic levels: How many levels does language have? Which one should come first in linguistics?
This is illustrated with diagrams for some of the different models of spoken language structure that have been
suggested. The main text on pages covers "neurophysiological models of language" and "slips of the tongue or brain? In smaller print we have boxes on the Genie case language development of a neglected child , the
classification of tongue slips, and the debate over "critical periods" in language development. In the margin we
have a small reproduction of a painting of Spooner and an account of the origin of the term "spoonerism".
Pages survey language isolates: Real depth of treatment is of course impossible with such a format, making
the more theoretical topics hard to deal with: It is not surprising, therefore, that the work is strongest in the
more "applied" areas. Many curious and intriguing pieces of information are presented. In Igbo, it would be
considered a denial if the woman were to continue to stand there, and an acceptance if she ran away. Crystal
has produced some accessible general introductions to topics which are rarely treated at this level, and he
provides further reading suggestions for those who want to find out more. I have one minor gripe with The
Encyclopedia of Language. The right-hand margins on each page are used for short side-bars. A similar
problem occurs with photographs and maps that span two pages. Otherwise the volume is visually not just
appealing but positively enticing. Maps and tables are used effectively and the illustrations are useful and
informative as well as attractive, only occasionally purely decorative. The Encyclopedia of Language should
be widely appreciated, and should do much to improve popular understanding of language and linguistics.
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The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language is one of the publishing phenomena of recent times. Rarely has a
book so packed with accurate and well researched factual information been so widely read and popularly acclaimed. It
has played a key role in the spread of general interest in language.

Quotes[ edit ] There is little scientific data on the point, but evidently people do speak to themselves. David
Crystal, "Refining stylistic discourse categories," In: Warren eds , English linguistics in honour of Magnus
Ljung Stockholm: I also believe that any form of tuition which helps develop your awareness of the different
properties, styles, and effects of writing is good for you. It helps you become a better reader, more sensitive to
nuance, and a better writer, more sensitive to audience. Texting language is no different from other innovative
forms of written expression that have emerged in the past. It is a type of language whose communicative
strengths and weaknesses need to be appreciated. The singular story of English spelling. But, as is often the
way with linguistic questions, our everyday familiarity with speech and writing can make it difficult to
appreciate the complexity of the skills, we have learned. This is particularly so when we try to define the range
of functions to which language can be put. If the L2 [the foreign language] is structurally similar to the L1 [the
original language], it is claimed, learning should be easier than in cases where the L2 is very different.
However, it is not possible to correlate linguistic difference and learning difficulty in any straightforward way,
and even the basic task of quantifying linguistic difference proves to be highly complex, because of the many
variables involved. If the language has never been written down, or recorded on tapeâ€”and there are still
many which have notâ€”it is all there is. But, unlike the normal idea of an archive, which continues to exist
long after the archivist is dead, the moment the last speaker of an unwritten or unrecorded language dies, the
archive disappears for ever. When a language dies which has never been recorded in some way, it is as if it has
never been. And as speakers cannot demonstrate their fluency if they have no one to talk to, a language is
effectively dead when there is only one speaker left, with no member of the younger generation interested in
learning it. But what do we say if there are two speakers left, or 20, or ? How many speakers guarantee life for
a language? Anyone who has worked with these communities, even over a short period, knows that it is a
genuine insight, well justifying the dramatic nature of the analogy. And it is this keen, shared sense of loss
which fuels the motivation and commitment of linguists, community groups, and support organizations in
many parts of the world. Although awareness is still poor among the general public, the issues are now being
much more widely discussed at professional levels, in a variety of international, national, regional, and local
contexts. At the other extreme, there is lively debate taking place within many of the endangered communities
themselves. Mechanisms and structures are now in place to channel energies. When people die, they leave
signs of their presence in the world, in the form of their dwelling places, burial mounds, and artefacts - in a
word, their archaeology. But spoken language leaves no archaeology. When a language dies, which has never
been recorded, it is as if it has never been. Languages are always in a state of flux. Change affects the way
people speak as inevitably as it does any other area of human life. Language purists do not welcome it, but
they can do very little about it. Language would stand still only if society did. A world of unchanging
linguistic excellence, based on the brilliance of earlier literary forms, exists only in fantasy. The only
languages that do not change are dead ones. Some speakers introduce the change into their speech before
others; some use it more frequently and consistently than others; and some words are affected before others. A
more accurate view is to think of a change gradually spreading through the words of a language â€” a view
that is known as a lexical diffusion. At first just a few people use a change sporadically in a few words
commonly occurring words are influenced very quickly ; then a large number of words are affected, with the
sound gradually being used more consistently; then the majority of the words take up the change.
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This Second Edition of The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language has been fully revised for a new
generation of language-lovers. The book is longer and includes extensive new material on world English and Internet
English, in addition to completely updated statistics, further reading suggestions and other references.

Biography David works from his home in Holyhead, North Wales, as a writer, editor, lecturer, and
broadcaster. Born in Lisburn, Northern Ireland in , he spent his early years in Holyhead. He read English at
University College London , specialised in English language studies, did some research there at the Survey of
English Usage under Randolph Quirk , then joined academic life as a lecturer in linguistics, first at Bangor,
then at Reading. He published the first of his or so books in , and became known chiefly for his research work
in English language studies, in such fields as intonation and stylistics, and in the application of linguistics to
religious, educational and clinical contexts, notably in the development of a range of linguistic profiling
techniques for diagnostic and therapeutic purposes. His authored works are mainly in the field of language,
including several Penguin books, but he is perhaps best known for his two encyclopedias for Cambridge
University Press, The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language and The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English
Language 3rd edn Recent books include Sounds Appealing: Co-authored books include Words on Words , a
dictionary of language quotations compiled with his wife and business-partner, Hilary - Wheatley Medal, ,
Wordsmiths and Warriors: A new version of the glossary went live online in , and a 3. His creative writing
includes volumes of devotional poetry Pilgrimage; Happenings ; biographies of the Convent and of the
Ucheldre Centre in Holyhead; a play, Living On, on the endangered languages theme; and he has edited the
poetry of the African missionary John Bradburne. In the s, he became editor of general encyclopedias for
Cambridge University Press, along with their various abridged editions. In the database supporting these
books came under the ownership of AND International Publishers, who began to develop the database for
electronic media. As part of his consultancy work with this company, he devised a knowledge management
system the Global Data Model, or GDM which allows electronic databases to be searched in a highly
sophisticated way UK and US patents. In , both the database and the GDM became the property of a new
company, called Crystal Reference Systems, with two divisions: Crystal Reference had as its primary aim the
provision of reference data; Crystal Semantics, the provision of systems for document classification, Internet
searching, contextual advertising, e-commerce, online security, and related areas. Crystal Reference Systems
was acquired by Adpepper Media in , and he then switched roles to become director of research and
development within the firm to Adpepper closed the Crystal Reference division in , and general encyclopedia
publishing then ceased. He continued to act as a consultant to Adpepper on Internet applications until He has
been a consultant, contributor, or presenter on several radio and television programmes and series. He now
lives in Holyhead, where he is the director of the Ucheldre Centre, a multi-purpose arts and exhibition centre.
He is married with four children.
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The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language is a broad survey of language and linguistics, aimed at a popular audience. It
is organised thematically, with sixty five chapters divided into eleven parts. Part one highlights popular ideas (and
especially misconceptions) about language, covering such topics as description versus prescription and the.

Modelling English; Part I. The History of English: The origins of English; 3. Early Modern English; 6. World
English; Part II. The nature of the lexicon; 9. The sources of the lexicon; The structure of the lexicon; Lexical
dimensions; Part III. The structure of words; The structure of sentences; Part IV. Spoken and Written English:
The sound system; The writing system; Part V. Varieties of discourse; Personal variation; Part VI. Learning
English as a mother tongue; New ways of studying English; Appendices; Indexes. A deeply impressive book
If you like fireworks with your information, this is a worthwhile language book The breadth of the
presentation is stimulating Crystal has created an attractive and readable work for the lay reader as well as the
specialist. This is a prodigious achievement The book combines breadth of range, imaginative insight, deep
understanding and The result is an awesome scholarly creation, very well suited to the learning styles of our
times, and an extraordinary reference and lending bargain at its price of
Chapter 7 : The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language - David Crystal - Google Books
Crystal, a linguist, is the compiler of many reference books published by Cambridge, for example, The Cambridge
Encyclopedia of Language (). Throughout the book (which focuses on British English, not American English), readers
will find liberal use of color in the many charts, illustrations, reprints of pages from historically significant.

Chapter 8 : Download : The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language by David Crystal - ebooksz
Cambridge University Press â€” The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language David Crystal Frontmatter More Information
of.

Chapter 9 : The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language by David Crystal (, Hardcover) | eBay
The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language is one of the publishing phenomena of recent times. Rarely has a
book so packed with accurate and well researched factual information been so widely read and popularly acclaimed.
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