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Hispanics or Latinos of any race were 6. The county also produced large quantities of livestock, with almost 3,
cows and 10, hogs grazing on land near Cooper. The logging industry began to grow in the region, and several
mills were constructed, producing furniture and lumber. In , the Santa Fe Railway built a line through the
county, and the shipping of crops and lumber became a major business in Cooper. During the early s, the
livestock industry in Delta County struggled, with the number of hogs being raised dropping to half of what it
had been the previous decade. The production of cotton tripled, and the poultry industry began to boom.
Within the city limits, Cooper housed a hotel, a shoemaker, a grocery store, a wagon maker, feed stores,
general stores, drug stores, and several cotton and oat gins. Delta County contained 18 manufacturing
establishments, but they only employed 33 people. Livestock production was booming, as was poultry
production, especially chicken. In addition, the shipping of agricultural goods and livestock was the other
main business in Cooper. In the s, potatoes become an important part of the economy due to the sudden drop
in the livestock business. The lumber businesses had exhausted the regions resources, forcing most of them to
go out of business. Many people moved away to find new work. The local economy stabilized in the mids, and
cotton, potato, and corn production began to rise. The growing of oats, however, had ended. In addition, the
railroad going through Cooper had failed a few years before, so the shipping industry in Cooper was
struggling. Cooper reported 60 businesses in the s, more than half of which were dairies. At the time of the
Census, seventy people 5. Of the employed residents over the age 16, private-sector wage and salary workers
accounted for of them No one was classified as an unpaid worker. The lake is the most popular attraction in
the area. Since its founding, Cooper has served as the center of attractions for Delta County. The city became
host to several small schools and churches. In , major work on the lake began, and the lake was finished in
Boating, swimming, and fishing are available at Cooper Lake. The main fish stocked in the lake are catfish,
largemouth bass, and crappie. The park contains several picnic areas, campgrounds and a large swimming area
on Cooper Lake. The park also contains several hiking and equestrian trails. The park was constructed by the
U. Army Corps of Engineers, and protects four unique habitat types. The park contains several hiking trails, as
well as birdwatching stations and wildlife viewing areas. The park allows fishing and hunting to visitors if
they have a proper license. The event, held every October, serves as a social gathering for the region. The
two-day event begins with an open-air concert in Historic Cooper Square. The newspaper, published by Bob
Michiel, ran weekly until the mids. This eventually stopped running; however, The Cooper Review began
running weekly in Because of this, Cooper houses the county courthouse , county offices, sheriff, and county
library. Cooper has a Mayorâ€”council government. The city council is made up of five members who are
elected at large. The current council members are mayor pro-tem David Philips, E. Cates, JoAnn Preas, W.
Wilkins, and Donna Thomason. Cooper held its first election in , establishing an aldermanic government.
Around that time, the first county courthouse was built in Cooper. Delta County, in addition to Cooper, voted
for the Democratic Party in every presidential election from its incorporation in until However, the Populist
Party won numerous local and county government positions during the s and the early s. In the s, politics in
Delta County shifted, and most of the county began voting for the Republican Party. However, McDowell has
announced that he will not be seeking another term. Newsom has served as 8th district judge since his election
in , but has also announced that he will not be seeking another term.
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