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Reptiles of Western Mexico Introduction Just as in the case of the amphibians, the reptile fauna of the study
area requires further research in order to establish a precise total number of species inhabiting it. The number
will very likely fall in between â€” species in total C. Local species include snakes Ser- pentes , lizards
Lacertilia and turtles Testudines. Crocodilians Crocodylia are represented only by one species, the American
Crocodile Crocodylus acutus. The Mexican Paci c Slope is known for the high level of endemism in many
kinds of fauna. Reptiles are no exception. In the study area, endemics can be found among snakes, as well as
lizards and turtles. Mexico as a country ranks first in the world in reptile diversity, with more than species.
Marine reptiles The only marine reptiles present in the study area are the Yellow-bellied Sea Snake Pelamis
platurus , an extremely venomous reptile and several species of sea turtles. By far the most abundant species
of those is the Olive Ridley Sea Turtle Lepidochelys olivacea , which visits long sandy beaches of the bay to
deposit its eggs. Thanks to an extensive effort by many volunteers, the population of Olive Ridley Sea Turtle
seems to be stabilizing. On the other hand, numbers of other sea turtle species, such as the Leatherback
Dermochelys coriacea , have been continuously declining. Sea turtles are the only migratory reptiles in the
study area. Fresh and brackish water reptiles The most captivating reptile in the area is without doubt the
American Crocodile Crocodylus acutus. The largest of three species of crocodilians found on Mexican
territory, this species can reach lengths of 6 meters. Unfortunately, it is now extremely rare to find a crocodile
this large anywhere in the world. The preferred habitat of the American Crocodile is estuaries of large rivers
that are bordered with mangroves. Because of the severe reduction of their original habitat, crocodiles now
often cross paths with humans. They appear regularly, for example, on golf courses. Several species of turtles
inhabit fresh water sources in the area. A typical example is the endemic Jalisco Mud Turtle Kinosternon
chimalhuaca , recently described as a new species and the Slider Trachemys ornata. Forest reptiles Most
species of reptiles are tied to forested areas. Many of them prefer forested areas adjacent to water sources. A
good example is the Green Iguana Iguana iguana , which favors perches overhanging water, or the Brown
Basilisk Basiliscus vittatus , which is found almost exclusively near water. Many reptiles inhabiting tropical
forest are arboreal. Ground species tend to have very effective cryptic coloration, and an ability to lie
motionless when waiting for prey or when stalked by a predator. This makes some venomous snake species
potentially dangerous, as they can be easily overlooked. How to find reptiles When visiting a tropical
destination, we tend to expect to see it teeming with reptile life. While the number of reptile species is
definitely high in tropical regions and Western Mexico is no exception , the average visitor might not see as
many reptiles as they expect. Apart from the highly visible and abundant speciesâ€”such as the Green Iguana
Iguana iguana and the Black Iguana Ctenosaura pectinata , which are commonly found even within the urban
areas quite reliably on their favorite perchesâ€” reptiles might take quite an effort to discover. Diurnal lizard
species can also be observed quite readily, scurrying around in the undergrowth, on tree trunks and stone
walls. Nocturnal lizard species, such as the four- clawed Gecko Gehyra mutilata , can be found on sections of
walls and ceilings close to a light source, which attracts their preyâ€”insects. Most snake species prefer to
move during night hours. The best time to see snakes in the study area is wet and warm summer nights. Pick a
small paved road with little traffic, preferably a section surrounded by vegetation, and drive slowly using high
beams. Take extreme care not to run over a crossing animal. When you spot a snake, pull over to avoid being
hit by a car, and use a flashlight to inspect the animal from a distance. Be advised â€” many species of snakes
inhabiting the study area are extremely venomous. Do not approach or handle any snake unless you are a
professional with years of snake- handling experience.
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Food And Water Bearded dragons are friendly reptiles. Its popularity as pets keep on raising. People around
the world are declared hobbyist. One of the first things they accomplish is creating the perfect living area away
from home. Bearded dragon is a species original from New Caledonia. This island in the southwest of the
Pacific Ocean. The perfect bearded dragon setup must meet some basic requirements. Basic requirements for a
perfect bearded dragon terrarium 1. Size Different reptiles require different enclosure. A bearded dragon kept
in captivity will need a terrarium. Specialized brands offer terrariums for bearded dragons. These are
expensive so most people do not buy them. It is possible to create the perfect living space for a bearded dragon
with a regular aquarium. The size will depend in the age of the bearded dragon. Under four months, a bearded
dragon should be kept up in a 10 gallon aquarium. If it has a bigger space, it will probably stop eating. Big
spaces are overwhelming for newly born bearded dragons. Over four months, the recommended size is a 20
gallon aquarium. Anything bigger than that will be alright. Smaller than 10 gallons could stress out the pet. It
is possible to keep many bearded dragons simultaneously in the same terrarium. Each bearded dragon does not
need 20 gallons to live happily. A 29 gallons aquarium will be enough for three bearded dragons. More than
three will need a bigger space. This a semi-arboreal species. The bearded dragon set up should favor height
over length. Most aquariums are designed for fish so it does not work for bearded dragons. Any terrarium for
reptiles will do. Some owners decide to buy a specialized terrarium for their pets. They should do it once their
bearded dragon is twelve weeks old or more. Check out our review: Best bearded dragon tanks 2. Soil It is not
possible to buy a sack of soil from New Caledonia. Owners should settle for the soil options on the closest pet
store. The soil should be safe for the pet. The best bearded dragon setup soil is made of coconut fiber. If the
bearded dragon accidentally eats the soil, it will be safe. Many brands offer this option because it has been
proven as the best. Coconut fiber keeps the humidity in the living area. It resist mold and any other
inconvenience caused by the humidity. If the owner ran out of soil, paper towels are a safe temporary option.
It is not a good option after a while. Paper and water do not go well together. Some options should never be
considered. Wood chips, sand and walnut dusk are popular soils in terrariums. These are dangerous for a
bearded dragon setup. Bearded Dragon Supply Guide 3. The colder months are June and July. The rest of the
year the bearded dragon lives in a stable temperature. In a bearded dragon setup is necessary to keep the
temperature steady. Anything above or below that will stress the bearded dragon. Stress is terrible for reptiles,
it could lead to sudden death. It is necessary to change the temperature for the breeding time. It last for around
two months. If it is above or below, the bearded dragon will not try to breed. Owners that live in countries
with drastic temperature changes, should be careful. High summer temperatures are deathly for the bearded
dragon. Before the summer arrives, they must find a way to keep their pet cold. Best bearded dragon heating
mats 4. Humidity New Caledonia is an extremely humid area. Bearded dragon in captivity need the humidity
to survive. Below that, the bearded dragon will get sick. Owners should include into their routines misting the
terrarium. It should be done twice a day and let it dry naturally. Humidity is a tricky bearded dragon setup.
The owners will need special tools to measure it. They should keep an eye on this constantly. Humid is good
for a terrarium but could cause some issues. Mold is a problem present in terrariums. The owners must avoid
mold at all cost. A bearded dragon set up with mold will need to be cleaned. It the problem persist, then it is
necessary to replace the whole terrarium. Owners should be careful with humidity. There are many brands and
products available. The best bearded dragon setup is the one where our pet is happy. Owners should find the
perfect conditions for their particular bearded dragon. When buying a bearded dragon tank, what should you
consider? How often you travel with your bearded dragon When purchasing a bearded dragon enclosure is
important to think about durability. The habitat should be able to last for a long time. A glass made tank may
have a habitat inside while a mesh habitat may only have the basics. If you travel a lot, you need to buy a
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lightweight terrarium with handles. The best material for this type of habitat is plastic. A mesh habitat is also
not very heavy. Handles on a mesh terrarium make it convenient to carry around. Glass tanks are better for
display purposes. The size and measurements of your bearded dragon A bearded dragon terrarium is a
misnomer. You can keep most reptiles in the same type of tank. The size of the reptile is a big consideration
when buying a habitat. There are many size options for enclosure. If you have a young bearded dragon,
consider its size when fully grown. The same terrarium should be able to accommodate your bearded dragon
when fully grown. Other geckos can also share the habitat with the set up similar to that habitat of beardie.
The tank should to be big enough for a humidifier, UV light, feeding dish, soil, and plants if it has a terrarium.
A small habitat will make life uncomfortable for your pet. It will not have enough space to relax. Things like
hiding rocks, bedding and accessories will not fit. A tank made of glass can become airtight and threaten the
life of your bearded dragon. This assumes it is fully enclosed. Best bearded dragon UVB lights 3.
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Notice the inclusion of amphibians below the crocodiles. In the 13th century the category of reptile was
recognized in Europe as consisting of a miscellany of egg-laying creatures, including "snakes, various
fantastic monsters, lizards, assorted amphibians, and worms", as recorded by Vincent of Beauvais in his
Mirror of Nature. This was not the only possible classification scheme: In the Hunterian lectures delivered at
the Royal College of Surgeons in , Huxley grouped the vertebrates into mammals , sauroids, and ichthyoids
the latter containing the fishes and amphibians. He subsequently proposed the names of Sauropsida and
Ichthyopsida for the latter two groups. The terms "Sauropsida" "lizard faces" and " Theropsida " "beast faces"
were used again in by E. Goodrich to distinguish between lizards, birds, and their relatives on the one hand
Sauropsida and mammals and their extinct relatives Theropsida on the other. Goodrich supported this division
by the nature of the hearts and blood vessels in each group, and other features, such as the structure of the
forebrain. According to Goodrich, both lineages evolved from an earlier stem group, Protosauria "first lizards"
in which he included some animals today considered reptile-like amphibians , as well as early reptiles. He also
reinterpreted Sauropsida and Theropsida to exclude birds and mammals, respectively. Thus his Sauropsida
included Procolophonia , Eosuchia , Millerosauria , Chelonia turtles , Squamata lizards and snakes ,
Rhynchocephalia , Crocodilia , " thecodonts " paraphyletic basal Archosauria , non- avian dinosaurs ,
pterosaurs , ichthyosaurs , and sauropterygians. The traits listed by Lydekker in , for example, include a single
occipital condyle , a jaw joint formed by the quadrate and articular bones, and certain characteristics of the
vertebrae. Ichthyosaurs were, at times, considered to have arisen independently of the other euryapsids, and
given the older name Parapsida. Parapsida was later discarded as a group for the most part ichthyosaurs being
classified as incertae sedis or with Euryapsida. However, four or three if Euryapsida is merged into Diapsida
subclasses remained more or less universal for non-specialist work throughout the 20th century. It has largely
been abandoned by recent researchers: By the early 21st century, vertebrate paleontologists were beginning to
adopt phylogenetic taxonomy, in which all groups are defined in such a way as to be monophyletic ; that is,
groups include all descendants of a particular ancestor. The reptiles as historically defined are paraphyletic ,
since they exclude both birds and mammals. These respectively evolved from dinosaurs and from early
therapsids, which were both traditionally called reptiles. Mammals are a clade , and therefore the cladists are
happy to acknowledge the traditional taxon Mammalia ; and birds, too, are a clade, universally ascribed to the
formal taxon Aves. Mammalia and Aves are, in fact, subclades within the grand clade of the Amniota. But the
traditional class Reptilia is not a clade. It is just a section of the clade Amniota: It cannot be defined by
synapomorphies , as is the proper way. Instead, it is defined by a combination of the features it has and the
features it lacks: In , Jacques Gauthier proposed a cladistic definition of Reptilia as a monophyletic node-based
crown group containing turtles, lizards and snakes, crocodilians, and birds, their common ancestor and all its
descendants. The first such new definition, which attempted to adhere to the standards of the PhyloCode , was
published by Modesto and Anderson in Modesto and Anderson reviewed the many previous definitions and
proposed a modified definition, which they intended to retain most traditional content of the group while
keeping it stable and monophyletic. They defined Reptilia as all amniotes closer to Lacerta agilis and
Crocodylus niloticus than to Homo sapiens. This stem-based definition is equivalent to the more common
definition of Sauropsida, which Modesto and Anderson synonymized with Reptilia, since the latter is better
known and more frequently used.
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We had a stool tested for parasites and it came back negative, so we put Lucy on a medication for two weeks
to clear up any infection she might have. During that time, we also had to force feed her turkey and vegetable
baby food with calcium and multivitamin powder as well as some oral calcium to help the development of her
eggs. In our second week, we used oxytocin for two days to try to get her to lay her eggs, but there were no
contractions at all. We are still force feeding her and our vet recommended to get her back on the oxytocin
because she said that it seems more eggs are beginning to form. I want to ask you what you think would be a
better choice for Lucy. If she does not lay her eggs, should we go into surgery to remove the eggs and her
uterus, or wait and see if she eventually lays her eggs on her own? I just want to do what would be the best for
Lucy. Thank you for your time and please get back to me when you can. Thanks, Halie You obviously really
care about Lucy. Dystocia inability to pass eggs normally resulting in problems in leopard geckos is
problematic, as oxytocin is usually not effective in helping a female lay her eggs. This is not just my opinion,
but also information published in the reptile textbook Essentials of Reptilesâ€”A Guide for Practitioners, by
Thomas H. Surgery is recommended; oxytocin does not seem helpful. Another hormone, arginine vasotocin
AVT, Sigma Chemical , is often more effective in causing contractions resulting in normal oviposition egg
laying in reptiles, however it is not commercially available. Oxytocin is most effective when given early on,
usually within 48 hours of dystocia. Also, oxytocin is usually given in increasing incremental doses to try to
stimulate oviposition. But, I think that Lucy is beyond receiving the benefits of oxytocin at this time. Lucy
should have surgery to remove the eggs and possibly the oviduct, as well. If your veterinarian is not
experienced with this type of surgery, perhaps you should ask your vet for a referral to a referral center or to
another herp vet more experienced with this type of surgery. If your vet is unsure, you could also suggest that
he or she call the veterinary reference lab that their clinic uses and request a consultation with a vet more
experienced in reptile surgery. Your vet should not be upset if you request a second opinion with another herp
vet or request a referral to a larger veterinary center. I also have a paper on my website, www. She will need
support care prior to surgery to ensure that she is in the best possible condition to undergo the procedure. I
hope that you get this information in time to help Lucy. Good luck and I will hold a good thought for her for
her upcoming surgical procedure. Need a Herp Vet? If you are looking for a herp-knowledgeable veterinarian
in your area, a good place to start is by checking the list of members on the Association of Reptilian and
Amphibian Veterinarian ARAV web site at www. Look for DVMs who appear to maintain actual veterinary
offices that you could contact.
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