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How did he find us? Everyone to your stations. This could be the fight of our lives. Stay in your zones! Hunk,
how are the defenses holding? I have tired eyes! We need to gain more speed! Looks like some sort of iceberg
graveyard. Oh, no, you look exhausted. Someone please wipe that up there! You might have a case of the
slipperies. Since Zarkon has no idea where we are, this is the perfect time to focus on our next step. Maybe we
can find that secret group, the Blade of Marmora. Pidge, where are those coordinates? Anyway, the good news
is, the Galra fighter did minimal damage. The bad news is, the teludav, or wormholer, as you Earthlings call it,
is in bad shape. Several scaultrite lens-stones of the magnifying beam generator are cracked. As you know, the
magnifying beam generator uses a crystal to convert Altean energy into usable fuel. That supplies the power
needed to wormhole. Well, anyway, I need to remove the cracked lenses and readjust their trajectory
temporarily until we can replace them. Why are you making cookies? I thought you were gonna help Coran
with the wormholer. I hate not being able to read Altean. What is this stuff? Okay, I might have overcooked
them. Wait, where you going? And shoving too hard! You should be resting. Zarkon is out there. How could
they find us so soon? Coran, are you there? How is that possible? I may need your help, after all. Help me
divert power. I lost control of my defense drone! Oh, there must be a system failure. Oh, no, there goes the
particle barrier! We should be able to make one very small jump I hope. The lenses are breaking down even
more! Maybe he planted some kind of tracking device. The Castle would have detected any tracking devices.
What are you guys doing? What are you looking at? My mucus glands are working at an incredible rate! The
last jump overloaded the lens-stones. Now, even more of them are broken. Until then, wormholing away will
be impossible. I think we can hide in the eye of the storm. When they are within range, I will take control of
the Black Lion. What are you, nuts? What do you mean? Yeah, why would we do that? Coran, remember how
you said getting this Castle to wormhole is impossible? Well, I need you to do the impossible. The whole
thing will explode!
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The eye may be clear or have spotty low clouds a clear eye , it may be filled with low- and mid-level clouds a
filled eye , or it may be obscured by the central dense overcast. There is, however, very little wind and rain,
especially near the center. A large ragged eye is a non-circular eye which appears fragmented, and is an
indicator of a weak or weakening tropical cyclone. An open eye is an eye which can be circular, but the
eyewall does not completely encircle the eye, also indicating a weakening, moisture-deprived cyclone. Both of
these observations are used to estimate the intensity of tropical cyclones via Dvorak analysis. Storms with
pinhole eyes are prone to large fluctuations in intensity, and provide difficulties and frustrations for
forecasters. This can take place anywhere from fifteen to hundreds of kilometers ten to a few hundred miles
outside the inner eye. The storm then develops two concentric eyewalls, or an "eye within an eye". In most
cases, the outer eyewall begins to contract soon after its formation, which chokes off the inner eye and leaves a
much larger but more stable eye. While the replacement cycle tends to weaken storms as it occurs, the new
eyewall can contract fairly quickly after the old eyewall dissipates, allowing the storm to re-strengthen. This
may trigger another re-strengthen cycle of eyewall replacement. Tropical cyclogenesis Tropical cyclones form
when the energy released by the condensation of moisture in rising air causes a positive feedback loop over
warm ocean waters. Typically, eyes are easy to spot using weather radar. This radar image of Hurricane
Andrew clearly shows the eye over southern Florida. Tropical cyclones typically form from large,
disorganized areas of disturbed weather in tropical regions. As more thunderstorms form and gather, the storm
develops rainbands which start rotating around a common center. As the storm gains strength, a ring of
stronger convection forms at a certain distance from the rotational center of the developing storm. Since
stronger thunderstorms and heavier rain mark areas of stronger updrafts , the barometric pressure at the surface
begins to drop, and air begins to build up in the upper levels of the cyclone. Consequently, most of this built
up air flows outward anticyclonically above the tropical cyclone. Outside the forming eye, the anticyclone at
the upper levels of the atmosphere enhances the flow towards the center of the cyclone, pushing air towards
the eyewall and causing a positive feedback loop. This causes air pressure to build even further, to the point
where the weight of the air counteracts the strength of the updrafts in the center of the storm. Air begins to
descend in the center of the storm, creating a mostly rain-free areaâ€”a newly formed eye. Scientists do not
know why a ring of convection forms around the center of circulation instead of on top of it, or why the
upper-level anticyclone only ejects a portion of the excess air above the storm. Many theories exist as to the
exact process by which the eye forms: Because of this, forecasters watch developing storms closely for signs
of eye formation. For storms with a clear eye, detection of the eye is as simple as looking at pictures from a
weather satellite. However, for storms with a filled eye, or an eye completely covered by the central dense
overcast, other detection methods must be used. Weather satellites also carry equipment for measuring
atmospheric water vapor and cloud temperatures, which can be used to spot a forming eye. In addition,
scientists have recently discovered that the amount of ozone in the eye is much higher than the amount in the
eyewall, due to air sinking from the ozone-rich stratosphere. Instruments sensitive to ozone perform
measurements, which are used to observe rising and sinking columns of air, and provide indication of the
formation of an eye, even before satellite imagery can determine its formation. When tropical cyclones reach
this intensity, and the eyewall contracts or is already sufficiently small see above , some of the outer rainbands
may strengthen and organize into a ring of thunderstormsâ€”an outer eyewallâ€”that slowly moves inward and
robs the inner eyewall of its needed moisture and angular momentum. Eventually the outer eyewall replaces
the inner one completely, and the storm can re-intensify. This project set out to seed clouds outside the
eyewall, causing a new eyewall to form and weakening the storm. When it was discovered that this was a
natural process due to hurricane dynamics, the project was quickly abandoned. Hurricane Juliette was a rare
documented case of triple eyewalls. The air flow in the moat is dominated by the cumulative effects of
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stretching and shearing. Such areas can potentially be found near any vortex of sufficient strength, but are
most pronounced in strong tropical cyclones. Eyewall mesovortices are small scale rotational features found in
the eyewalls of intense tropical cyclones. They are similar, in principle, to small "suction vortices" often
observed in multiple-vortex tornadoes. They usually rotate around the low pressure center, but sometimes they
remain stationary. Eyewall mesovortices have even been documented to cross the eye of a storm. These
phenomena have been documented observationally, [19] experimentally, [17] and theoretically. Mesovortices
can spawn rotation in individual convective cells or updrafts a mesocyclone , which leads to tornadic activity.
At landfall, friction is generated between the circulation of the tropical cyclone and land. This can allow the
mesovortices to descend to the surface, causing tornadoes. The stadium effect is a phenomenon observed in
strong tropical cyclones. It is a fairly common event, where the clouds of the eyewall curve outward from the
surface with height. This gives the eye an appearance resembling an open dome from the air, akin to a sports
stadium. An eye is always larger at the top of the storm, and smallest at the bottom of the storm because the
rising air in the eyewall follows isolines of equal angular momentum , which also slope outward with height.
Eye-like features[ edit ] An eye-like structure is often found in intensifying tropical cyclones. Similar to the
eye seen in hurricanes or typhoons, it is a circular area at the circulation center of the storm in which
convection is absent. In the eyewall, wind-driven waves all travel in the same direction. In the center of the
eye, however, the waves converge from all directions, creating erratic crests that can build on each other to
become rogue waves. Cyclone Though only tropical cyclones have structures officially termed "eyes", there
are other weather systems that can exhibit eye-like features. Like tropical cyclones, they form over relatively
warm water and can feature deep convection and winds of gale force or greater. Unlike storms of tropical
nature, however, they thrive in much colder temperatures and at much higher latitudes. They are also smaller
and last for shorter durations, with few lasting longer than a day or so. Despite these differences, they can be
very similar in structure to tropical cyclones, featuring a clear eye surrounded by an eyewall and bands of rain
and snow. The most severe of these can have a clear "eye" at the site of lowest barometric pressure, though it
is usually surrounded by lower, non-convective clouds and is found near the back end of the storm. As such,
they may have an eye while not being truly tropical in nature. Subtropical cyclones can be very hazardous,
generating high winds and seas, and often evolve into fully tropical cyclones. For this reason, the National
Hurricane Center began including subtropical storms in its naming scheme in There are two main
typesâ€”single-vortex tornadoes, which consist of a single spinning column of air, and multiple-vortex
tornadoes, which consist of small "suction vortices," resembling mini-tornadoes themselves, all rotating
around a common center. Both of these types of tornadoes are theorized to have calm eyes. These theories are
supported by doppler velocity observations by weather radar and eyewitness accounts.
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These emergencies arise from violence inflicted by one group against another within the confines of a state,
from the capture of state institutions by one group, or by the collapse of these institutions and the failure of
governance. They develop within a context of disengagement by the major powers and the privatization of
emergency assistance. I first analyze the dimensions of complex humanitarian emergencies, define the
dilemmas humanitarian NGOs face and their implications for conflict resolution, and examine the changing
international context to establish the scope of disengagement and privatization. I then assess the troubling
evidence that humanitarian NGOs have contributed inadvertently to the escalation of violence rather than to
conflict resolution. I explore three possible strategies, some of them counterintuitive, which could contribute
to the mitigation of the violence and to conflict resolution. The Growth of International Non-Government
Organizations In the examination of the prevention, management, and resolution of violent conflict, the role of
international non-governmental organizations NGOs traditionally has received little more than a footnote.
Analysis of the major powers, regional organizations, and the United Nations dominated the discussion. In the
last decade, however, particularly since the end of the Cold War, non-governmental organizations have
become more prominent -- and more controversial -- especially in the complex humanitarian emergencies that
arise from local conflict. They are more important for two reasons: At least three important changes have
occurred in the profile of international non-governmental organizations. First, there has been a significant
increase in the numbers of international NGOs working in the south, at the same time as governments in the
north have privatized their assistance programs Smith and Lipsky, ; Gordenker and Weiss, The major powers
have increased their funding to NGOs even as they reduced their spending on bilateral assistance programs.
From to , the number of NGOs in the north focused on development almost doubled. This growth is a direct
outcome of the restructuring of the state and welfare systems by northern donors during the s. In some
countries, official development assistance has effectively been privatized. International institutions have also
vastly increased the proportion of their funding that they channel through NGOs. The European Commission,
for example, raised its funding for NGOs from zero to 40 percent, with a corresponding reduction in bilateral
emergency aid from 95 to 6 percent between and The growing importance of NGOs as international actors is
a function both of the privatization of assistance and the withdrawal of states and international organizations
from the field. Increasingly, it is NGO personnel who are providing relief and assistance to the victims of
conflict in the space vacated by states and international institutions. This assistance has become embedded,
however, in the larger context of violent conflict, at times, with unanticipated consequences. A decade ago, it
was largely non-governmental organizations with religious affiliations that focused on mediation and conflict
resolution. Now, secular NGOs, specializing in conflict prevention and resolution, and operating
independently of states and the United Nations, are active in the field. International Alert and the International
Crisis Group, two of the best known among these new non-governmental organizations, have played an
especially important role. Although the resources of these NGOs who specialize in conflict resolution are
minuscule compared to the NGOs who provide humanitarian relief, their political impact is often out of
proportion to their size. Engaged in such activities as negotiating hostage release, supporting local NGOs
committed to peace building and conflict resolution, advising parties to the conflict, and helping to facilitate
political negotiations, the conflict resolution NGOs are an important part of the international political
landscape. At times they complement and at times they compete with the traditional diplomatic efforts of the
United Nations, regional organizations, or individual states. It is not only the newer non-governmental
organizations that are committed to conflict prevention and resolution. Increasingly, the large, traditional
development and relief NGOs have adopted components of the conflict resolution agenda in their emergency
programming. Action Aid, for example, has explicitly designed programs for internally displaced persons
around principles of reconciliation. This represents a significant departure for most of the large NGOs, and
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one which is likely to represent a growing trend in their activity, as political backing and funding for this
conflict resolution activities increases. Conflict prevention and resolution are now squarely on the NGO
agenda. As important and innovative as they are, it is too early to assess their impact systematically Voutira
and Brown, An examination of the role of the largest relief organizations in complex humanitarian
emergencies illuminates some of the central dilemmas of conflict resolution. These NGOs, with long-standing
commitment to a humanitarian ethic, now find themselves in the eye of the storm. They are the target of
sustained criticism that their relief exacerbates and fuels conflict. Examination of this debate goes far beyond
the role of humanitarian NGOs. It illuminates attributes of violent conflict in the post-Cold War system, the
complexity of contemporary humanitarian emergencies that grow out of violent conflict, and, most
importantly, the security vacuum which is creating these acute dilemmas for NGOs and impeding effective
conflict resolution. I define a complex humanitarian emergency as a multi-dimensional humanitarian crisis
that is created by interlinked political, military, and social factors, most often arising from violent internal
wars that in turn frequently are the result of state failures. It almost always involves some combination of mass
population movements, severe food insecurity, macro-economic collapse, and acute human rights violations
up to and including genocidal projects. State failure can refer to a lack of capacity on the part of state
institutions to secure territory, enforce authority, or maintain a monopoly on coercive violence. The state
cannot secure the basic rights of citizens, fails to provide fundamental protection, and becomes unable to
fulfill essential international legal responsibilities. As the authority and capacity of the state weakens, it may
invite attack from disaffected segments of the population who can mobilize the resources. In response, a
weakening state may attack its own population in an effort to reassert authority, or the state may collapse or
implode. Collapse is a severe reduction in capacity, authority, security, identity, institutions, and, at times,
territory, so that institutions effectively cease to function. It can be understood as the most severe form of state
failure. The Somali bombing of sections of northern Somalia is an example of the former, while the flight of
Siyaad Barre from Somalia is an example of failure through collapse. Alternatively, segments of the
population can capture even a relatively strong state for parochial purposes and use theinstruments of the state
to attack segments of the population. The militant Hutu militias, motivated by their strong opposition to a
negotiated power-sharing agreement, itself the result of a major international effort at conflict resolution,
captured the state in Rwanda in April and launched a genocidal massacre of Tutsis and moderate Hutus.
Before examining the theoretical and policy controversies that are swirling around the role of NGOs, I briefly
describe the cases and the evidence that is used to evaluate the competing claims current in the literature.
Evidence and Case Selection The study draws on three principal case studies as well as from ongoing tracking
of other complex humanitarian operations in Africa. Somalia, Rwanda, and Sierra Leone are three of the best
known cases where political violence led to a large-scale humanitarian disaster that required a
multi-dimensional response. Liberia and Burundi share some of these characteristics, and have been the
location of important humanitarian programs; Eastern Zaire was the site of multi-faceted response to a
complex emergency, and the focus of some of the most vociferous debates about policy responses. These three
cases have been tracked, as important checks on evidence drawn from the principal cases. The cases were
chosen at different points along the crisis time line: This variation in time line permits some consideration of
competing theoretical propositions against different bodies of evidence. Restriction of the cases to Africa was
deliberate. Once the Cold War ended, the attention Africa received from the major powers dropped
precipitously. As the major powers withdrew, and economic failure and violence increased, and, in some
cases, states collapsed, development and humanitarian non-governmental organizations significantly increased
their presence. The Dilemma in Context In the last several years, humanitarian NGOs have increasingly found
themselves trapped in an acute dilemma. This dilemma is best exemplified in the work that was done with
Rwandan refugees in eastern Zaire, in the aftermath of the genocide and the victory of the Rwanda Patriotic
Front in Agencies charged with running refugee camps, using the most tested and progressive methods of
camp management, nevertheless found themselves by the autumn employing mass murders and war criminals
as local staff. The perpetrators of the genocide had re-imposed authority over hundreds of thousands of
refugees under the supervision of the United Nations and humanitarian NGOs, and were organizing to use the
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camps as a springboard to attack the government of Rwanda. Humanitarian assets were being used to fuel
rather than resolve conflict. A more perverse outcome from the perspective of humanitarian NGOs is difficult
to imagine. The perversion cannot be explained exclusively or even largely by flawed NGO practices.
Certainly, practices were flawed at times and could be improved, but, in this case, better practices would not
have prevented the militias from organizing the camps. The roots of the unanticipated and negative
consequences of assistance are found, paradoxically, first in the humanitarian ethic, which informs the work of
many of the large NGOs, and then in the attributes of contemporary civil war, the global security vacuum, and
the changing political economy of international assistance. Humanitarian work is rooted in a charitable ethic,
the imperative to come to the assistance of those in dire need. The essence of humanitarianism is its neutrality
and its universality, its refusal to choose one distress over another Kouchner, ; Hendrikson, ; Delmas, Not
only those NGOs who deliver relief assistance, but those working to facilitate development and conflict
resolution seek to promote human welfare among distressed populations. Humanitarian NGOs believe that
intervention to prevent people from dying or starving in large numbers is inherently good; equally, it is
morally reprehensible to do nothing when people are displaced and their lives are at risk. The imperative is to
action, to save lives. This categorical imperative creates the political legitimacy for action in humanitarian
emergencies. Civil wars and complex humanitarian emergencies. Humanitarian action is occurring, however,
in a context very different from the natural earthquakes and disasters that are familiar terrain to NGO
personnel. Increasingly, NGOs are struggling to provide relief and assistance under conditions of civil war,
often brutal civil war. In the insurgencies and counter-insurgencies characteristic of modern civil wars, human
populations are the principal targets and shields. They are not the unanticipated consequences of military
strategy, as they are in major conventional battles, but rather the targets of military strategies. The aim of
much contemporary military strategy in civil wars is make the civilian population hostage, and, if possible, to
prevent or undo the effects of emergency relief and the protection of civilians. In the internecine struggle for
dominance in Somalia and Sierra Leone, and even more so in the openly genocidal landscapes of Rwanda and
Burundi, strategies of insurgency and counter-insurgency warfare sought political control over civilian
populations, inflicted costs on those populations, at times forced their movements en masse and, in some
cases, systematically killed large numbers for political or military ends. In Somalia and Sierra Leone, militias
and army units alike looted communities, destroyed available resources, engaged in scorched earth tactics
against the local infrastructure, and attacked civilian populations. All over Central Africa in the s, insurgency
campaigns were fought behind the shields of population groups. The human costs the non-governmental
agencies address are not incidental to the conflict; rather, they are its essential currency. Civilians, and those
humanitarian NGOs who would protect them, become the objects of military action. They and their resources
stand not apart from, but directly on the battlefield. Becoming part of the battle challenges all the fundamental
precepts of humanitarian action. Disengagement by the major powers and the consequent security vacuum.
This NGO dilemma of engagement is made far more acute by the repeated unwillingness or incapacity of the
major powers to act through the UN Security Council or other appropriate instruments, to provide security
first for endangered civilians and then for NGO personnel who are in the field offering protection. It is the
absence of an adequate security envelope, I will argue, which creates many of the observed negative
externalities of assistance and relief, and retards the prospects of conflict resolution. Even less demanding
levels of support are dropping. This increase, moreover, masks a qualitative change: The increase in UNHCR
numbers are internally displaced and war-affected populations within their home countries and people outside
their home countries who have not been granted asylum UNHCR, The increase reflects an increasing inability
for populations in distress to seek asylum across borders and become officially recognized refugees with
access to the political and humanitarian rights of refugees. The growth in the numbers of internally displaced
person reflects the growing tendency for the international community to disengage politically and
economically from these conflicts, to attempt to contain their effects, and to ensure that the costs are
internalized within the affected communities. This strategy of containment privileges relief at the expense of
the protection of the basic rights of displaced populations Duffield, The political economy of international
assistance. As the major powers become more unwilling to engage directly or through the United Nations,
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they are channeling ever larger shares of their assistance to Africa through NGOs. In , more aid to Africa was
channeled through NGOs than through official development assistance programs. Of course, Western
government aid agencies are still the principal source of those resources, but in complex emergencies in
particular, NGOs are increasingly the principal conduit of assistance and so face an ever larger share of the
dilemmas humanitarianism generates in complex emergencies.
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Pidge: Hey, there's a giant metallic storm ahead of us. I think we can hide in the eye of the storm. It should give off
enough interference so we can't be tracked.
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In difficult economic times, new work is frequently the first thing on the chopping block, but at Eye of the Storm it is the
company's raison d'etre.
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Eye of the Storm Lyrics: *scratching* "times running out" / *scratching* "got to decide now" / *scratching* "but something
inside won't let me quit" / People are so fickle / These days its so.
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