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The frigate Alliance , which had fired the last shots of the American Revolutionary War, was also the last ship
in the Navy. A faction within Congress wanted to keep the ship, but the new nation did not have the funds to
keep her in service. Other than a general lack of money, factors for the disarmament of the navy were the
loose confederation of the states, a change of goals from war to peace, and more domestic and fewer foreign
interests. National income was desperately needed and most came from tariffs on imported goods. Because of
rampant smuggling , the need was immediate for strong enforcement of tariff laws. The fledgling nation did
not have the funds to pay annual tribute to the Barbary states , so their ships were vulnerable for capture after
Soon after, the pirates sailed into the Atlantic, and captured 11 American merchant ships and more than a
hundred seamen. Supporters were mostly from the northern states and the coastal regions, who argued the
Navy would result in savings in insurance and ransom payments, while opponents from southern states and
inland regions thought a navy was not worth the expense and would drive the United States into more costly
wars. After considerable debate, three of the six frigates were authorized to be completed: United States,
Constitution and Constellation. The United States preferred to take a position of neutrality in the conflicts
between France and Britain, but this put the nation at odds with both Britain and France. After the Jay Treaty
was authorized with Great Britain in , France began to side against the United States and by they had seized
over American vessels. The newly inaugurated President John Adams took steps to deal with the crisis,
working with Congress to finish the three almost-completed frigates, approving funds to build the other three,
and attempting to negotiate an agreement similar to the Jay Treaty with France. The XYZ Affair originated
with a report distributed by Adams where alleged French agents were identified by the letters X, Y, and Z who
informed the delegation a bribe must be paid before the diplomats could meet with the foreign minister, and
the resulting scandal increased popular support in the country for a war with France. The remainder of the
ships in service were sold and the dismissed officers were given four months pay. This policy proved
completely ineffective within a decade. They proved useless in wartime. Leopard severely damaged
Chesapeake when she refused. The most violent of many such encounters, the affair further fueled the tensions
and in June the U. Much of the war was expected to be fought at sea; and within an hour of the announcement
of war, the diminutive American navy set forth to do battle with an opponent outnumbering it to The capital
fell to the British almost without a fight, and several ships were burned at the Washington Navy Yard ,
including the gun frigate USS Columbia. At Baltimore, the bombardment by Fort McHenry inspired Francis
Scott Key to write " The Star-Spangled Banner ", and the hulks blocking the channel prevented the fleet from
entering the harbor; the army reembarked on the ships, ending the battle. Navy until World War II.
Continental Expansion â€” [ edit ] Further information: However, the expense of the larger ships was
prohibitive, and many of them stayed in shipyards half-completed, in readiness for another war, until the Age
of Sail had almost completely passed. The main force of the Navy continued to be large sailing frigates with a
number of smaller sloops during the three decades of peace. By the s, the Navy began to adopt steam power
and shell guns, but they lagged behind the French and British in adopting the new technologies. It was
unlawful for black men to serve in the Navy, but the shortage of men was so acute this law was frequently
ignored. Sodomy was rarely prosecuted. The Army abolished flogging as a punishment in , but the Navy kept
it until After the Treaty of Ghent was signed, the United States looked at ending the piracy in the
Mediterranean which had plagued American merchants for two decades. On 3 March , the U. Congress
authorized deployment of naval power against Algiers, beginning the Second Barbary War. Two powerful
squadrons under the command of Commodores Stephen Decatur, Jr. By June, the squadrons had reached
Algiers and peace was negotiated with the Dey, including a return of captured vessels and men, a guarantee of
no further tributes and a right to trade in the region. In , Congress authorized President James Madison to deal
with this threat, and since many of the pirates were privateers of the newly independent states of Latin
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America, he decided to embark on a strategy of diplomacy backed up by the guns of the Navy. Politically, the
suppression of the slave trade was unpopular, and the squadron was withdrawn in ostensibly to deal with
piracy in the Caribbean, and did not return to the African coast until the passage of the Websterâ€”Ashburton
treaty with Britain in After the treaty was passed, the United States used fewer ships than the treaty required,
ordered the ships based far from the coast of Africa, and used ships that were too large to operate close to
shore. Between and , the United States Navy captured only 10 slave vessels, while the British captured vessels
carrying 27, captives. The poor quality of officer training in the U. He formed a council led by Commodore
Perry to create a new system for training officers, and turned the old Fort Severn at Annapolis into a new
institution in which would be designated as the United States Naval Academy by Congress in After a
massacre of army soldiers near Tampa on 28 December , marines and sailors were added to the forces which
fought the Second Seminole War from until A "mosquito fleet" was formed in the Everglades out of various
small craft to transport a mixture of army and navy personnel to pursue the Seminoles into the swamps. About
1, soldiers were killed during the conflict, some Seminoles agreed to move but a small group of Seminoles
remained in control of the Everglades and the area around Lake Okeechobee. Nominally a treaty of friendship,
the agreement soon paved the way for the opening of Japan and normal trade relations with the United States
and Europe. Army at the beginning of the war, devised the Anaconda Plan to win the war with as little
bloodshed as possible. His idea was that a Union blockade of the main ports would weaken the Confederate
economy; then the capture of the Mississippi River would split the South. Their battle ended in a draw, and the
Confederacy later lost Virginia when the ship was scuttled to prevent capture. Monitor was the prototype for
the monitor warship and many more were built by the Union Navy. While the Confederacy built more ironclad
ships during the war, they lacked the ability to build or purchase ships that could effectively counter the
monitors. After Tecumseh sank, Admiral David G. Farragut famously said, "Damn the torpedoes, full speed
ahead! Hunley , was designed to dive and surface but ultimately did not work well and sank on five occasions
during trials. When the Union Navy seized a blockade runner, the ship and cargo were sold and the proceeds
given to the Navy sailors; the captured crewmen were mostly British and they were simply released. Shortages
of food and supplies were caused by the blockade, the failure of Southern railroads, the loss of control of the
main rivers, and foraging by Union and Confederate armies. The standard of living fell even as large-scale
printing of paper money caused inflation and distrust of the currency. By the internal food distribution had
broken down, leaving cities without enough food and causing food riots across the Confederacy. The Union
victory at the Second Battle of Fort Fisher in January closed the last useful Southern port, virtually ending
blockade running and hastening the end of the war. Navy the second largest in the world after the Royal Navy.
After a small skirmish, Rodgers launched an amphibious assault of approximately men on the forts protecting
Seoul. Despite the capture of the forts, the Koreans refused to negotiate, and the expedition was forced to
leave before the start of typhoon season. When the Virginius Affair first broke out in , a Spanish ironclad
happened to be anchored in New York Harbor , leading to the uncomfortable realization on the part of the U.
Navy that it had no ship capable of defeating such a vessel. The Navy hastily issued contracts for the
construction of five new ironclads, and accelerated its existing repair program for several more. All five
vessels would later take part in the Spanishâ€”American War of A review conducted on behalf of the new
Secretary of the Navy, William H. Hunt recognized the necessity of modernizing the Navy, and set up an
informal advisory board to make recommendations. The limitations of the monitor type effectively prevented
the United States from projecting power overseas, and until the s the United States would have come off badly
in a conflict with even Spain or the Latin American powers. In , on the recommendation of an advisory panel,
the Navy Secretary William H. Hunt requested funds from Congress to construct modern ships. The ABCD
ships proved to be excellent vessels, and the three cruisers were organized into the Squadron of Evolution ,
popularly known as the White Squadron because of the color of the hulls, which was used to train a generation
of officers and men. With the closing of the frontier, some Americans began to look outwards, to the
Caribbean, to Hawaii and the Pacific, and with the doctrine of Manifest Destiny as philosophical justification,
many saw the Navy as an essential part of realizing that doctrine beyond the limits of the American continent.
Tracy to propose the United States start building no less than ships of all types, but Congress rejected the
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proposal. By around the start of the 20th century, two Kearsarge-class battleships and three Illinois-class
battleships were completed or under construction, which brought the U. The United States was interested in
purchasing colonies from Spain, specifically Cuba, but Spain refused. Newspapers wrote stories, many which
were fabricated, about atrocities committed in Spanish colonies which raised tensions between the two
countries. The cause of the explosion was investigated by a board of inquiry, which in March came to the
conclusion the explosion was caused by a sea mine, and there was pressure from the public to blame Spain for
sinking the ship. However, later investigations pointed to an internal explosion in one of the magazines caused
by heat from a fire in the adjacent coal bunker. Also, the Manila Bay attack was extremely risky in which the
American ships could have incurred severe damage or run out of supplies, as they were 7, miles from the
nearest American harbor. That would have a profound effect on Navy strategy and American foreign policy
for next several decades. Fortunately for the New Navy, its most ardent political supporter, Theodore
Roosevelt , became President in Under his administration, the Navy went from the sixth largest in the world
to second only to the Royal Navy. At a speech in , Roosevelt said, "Speak softly and carry a big stick, you will
go far", which was a cornerstone of diplomacy during his presidency. Navy, because it would significantly
shorten travel times for ships between the two coasts. Roosevelt was able to reverse a decision in favor of a
Nicaraguan Canal and instead moved to purchase the failed French effort across the Isthmus of Panama. After
the Colombian Senate failed to ratify the treaty, Roosevelt implied to Panamanian rebels that if they revolted,
the US Navy would assist their cause for independence. Navy service in the fall of At the end of Roosevelt
had sixteen new battleships to make up his "Great White Fleet", which he sent on a cruise around the world.
While nominally peaceful, and a valuable training exercise for the rapidly expanding Navy, it was also useful
politically as a demonstration of United States power and capabilities; at every port, the politicians and naval
officers of both potential allies and enemies were welcomed on board and given tours. The cruise had the
desired effect, and American power was subsequently taken more seriously.
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April 27, iStock Somali pirates, who wield automatic weapons and attack unsuspecting victims from
speedboats, are changing the way we think about pirates and pirate ships. As part of a venture planned by New
York Colonel Robert Livingston to curb attacks against British ships in the East Indies, Kidd was instructed to
hunt down pirates and enemy French ships and steal their treasure and goods. To facilitate the mission, which
was funded primarily by prominent English noblemen, the Adventure Galley was outfitted with 34 guns and
23 oars for maneuvering the ship in calm winds. Kidd abandoned the Adventure Galley, which had developed
a rotten hull, off the coast of Madagascar in He hoped to receive a pardon from Livingston in New York, but
was returned to London, found guilty of piracy, and executed in Slave ships, which often featured a central
partition to protect the crew against a slave uprising, made good pirate ships because they were built for speed.
In May , Blackbeard blockaded the port of Charleston. The ship was discovered in off the coast of Beaufort,
North Carolina, and marine archaeologists have been bringing up treasure from its remains ever since. Fancy
In May , while stationed aboard the privateer Charles II off the coast of Spain, Henry Avery plotted a mutiny
that would launch his new and short-lived career as a pirate. Following the successful takeover, Avery, who
was a former Royal Navy midshipman, renamed the ship the Fancy and set out with his newly liberated crew
to seek a fortune. Avery steered the Fancy, which boasted nearly 50 guns and a crew of , to the island of
Johanna off the Cape of Good Hope. There, the ship was cleaned and restructured to increase her speed. Avery
and his crew terrorized ships in the Indian Ocean until late , when they set sail for the Bahamas, enormous
fortune in tow, for an early retirement. Governor Nicholas Trott offered refuge in exchange for treasure,
including 1, pounds of ivory tusks, and Avery also presented Trott with the Fancy. While several of his men
were later captured and sentenced to death, Avery vanished and died a free and wealthy man. Whydah The
Whydah was believed to hold treasure from more than 50 ships when it sank in a storm off the coast of Cape
Cod on April 26, Professional treasure hunter Barry Clifford discovered the ship in and has since recovered
more than , artifacts from the site. The Whydah was originally launched from London as a slave ship in ; the
name was derived from the West African port of Ouidah in present day Benin. The boat slammed into a
sandbar, split, and sank. Royal Fortune s If Bartholomew Roberts fathered any children during his adventures
on the high seas, he may or may not have named all of them Royal Fortune. In July , Roberts captured a
French brigantine off the coast of Newfoundland. He outfitted the naval frigate with 26 cannons, renamed her
the Good Fortune and headed south for the Caribbean, where the ship was repaired and renamed the Royal
Fortune. Soon after, Roberts captured a French warship operated by the Governor of Martinique, renamed her
the Royal Fortune and made the ship his new flagship. Roberts then set sail for West Africa, where he
captured the Onslow, renamed her the Royal Fortune, and, well, you know the rest. CSS Alabama Though
technically a warship, the most destructive Confederate raider in history is worthy of a mention here. The ship
was feet long and 32 feet wide with room for tons of coal. When Semmes seized control of another ship, he
would lower his camouflage flag and raise a Confederate one. At its most destructive, the Alabama was
burning an average of one Union ship every three days. The Alabama was sunk by the Union ship Kearsarge
off the Normandy coast on June 19, , and discovered by a French sonar ship in
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All enjoyed a specific period, usually short-lived, of success in their respective waters. The following is a list
of the ten most famous pirates in worldly oceans. William Kidd Scottish, - A stylish Scotsman who had been a
leading citizen of New York City, actively involved in the building of Trinity Church, Captain Kidd began his
career as a privateer, originally commissioned to rid the seas of pirates. Only reluctantly, did he cross bounds
into piracy having been elected pirate captain by his crew , although his piracy itself may be questionable as
his exploits may have been sensationalized. His greatest misfortune was attacking an East India Company
vessel. When he learned that he was hunted for that deed, he buried some of his treasure on Gardiners Island,
anticipating its usefulness as a bargaining tool. But, captured in Boston along with his wife, William Kidd was
eventually sent to England for trial. He was sentenced to death, some said unjustly, and suffered a wretched
execution - the noose by which he was hung broke twice, and after he was killed on the third hanging his body
was doused in tar and hung by chains along the Thames River. Edward Teach "Blackbeard" English, Though
there have been more successful pirates, Blackbeard is one of the best-known and widely-feared of his time.
He was known for barreling into battle clutching two swords, with several knives and pistols at the ready. He
captured over forty merchant ships in the Caribbean, and without flinching killed many prisoners. After a
fierce battle in which he made a stand with candle smoke rising from his beard, he was overtaken by the Royal
Navy and beheaded. He plundered over ships, a grandiose record to be sure, and captained well-armored ships
in every endeavor. He died in a vigorous battle against British Captain Chaloner Ogle; his death left many of
his faithful followers and admirers reeling. Even the Royal Navy itself was stunned. He served on various
ships before he joined a venture known as the Spanish Expedition Shipping in He became pirate captain
through mutiny, leading to his renown as one of the most feared and successful pirates of the Red Sea. Upon
his great wealth he was the richest pirate in the world , Every retired - but he continued to be hunted far and
wide, and his true whereabouts at the time of his death remain unknown. She joined his crew whilst acting and
dressing like a man including drinking and fighting profusely. Thus, she fought under his command, and along
with fellow female pirate Mary Read, she coaxed the crew onto even greater bloodshed and violence and
became a formidable pirate herself. No one is sure how the famous female pirate died, though there is
speculation that she returned home to her husband or her father. Inconspicuously sanctioned by England,
Morgan became the head of the Jamaican fleet and successfully undermined Spanish rule, hampering
normalcy in the West Indies. He may have pillaged upwards of four hundred ships throughout his piracy
career. His greatest achievement was capturing the very wealthy Panama City with thirty ships and 1, men,
acquiring his largest plunder yet. It was due to his raid on Panama City that he was arrested and brought back
to England, but because battle resumed between England and Spain, King Charles II knighted Morgan and
released him as deputy governor of Jamaica. There, he lived a very well respected planter until his death. After
he turned to piracy, the Frenchman was known for the viciousness he showed to his vanquished, as well as his
success in raiding many towns he was one of the most successful pirates on land attacks and capturing many
ships. Amongst his most successful plunders was the town of Maracaibo, Venezuela, where he ravaged and
stole his way into historical infamy, gaining some , Spanish dollars. His own death, however, was equally as
gruesome. Upon venturing onto land in search of food, they were captured by the local tribe and devoured.
Spain, his life-long, starkest foe, saw repeated devastation for he relentlessly sacked and plundered Spanish
cities off the coast of Florida. He also sailed to North America and claimed new land on the Pacific coast for
Queen Elizabeth, becoming the first Englishman to circumnavigate the globe. He even rescued the
unsuccessful English colonists of Roanoke Island off the coast of the Carolinas and gave them passage to
England aboard his vessel. After an illustrious career, Drake died off the coast of Panama to something as
mundane as dysentery. He terrorized the Guangdong coastline, amassing great treasure, which he hid in a
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small cave that is today named after him. Eventually the Chinese government managed to catch him, though
he struck a deal with them and became enlisted as a captain in the Qing Imperial Navy. He was appointed to
the rank of colonel and spent the rest of his life aiding the Chinese government in capturing other pirates.
Ching Shih Chinese, Also known as Cheng I Sao, Ching Shih is not only the most successful of all female
pirates, she is also the most fascinating. She gained equality to her husband, the pirate Cheng and took over his
operation upon his demise. Beautiful and a former prostitute, Captain Sao controlled more than 1, ships with
80, men, and robbed and taxed towns, plundering ships along the coast of the South China Sea, all the while
enforcing a strict code of conduct upon her men. She also married her adopted son, Chang Pao. When the
Chinese government offered her universal pirate amnesty in exchange for peace, she accepted. Her pirates, on
the other hand, were able to keep their riches and were given military jobs. She lived out her 69 years in
charge of a casino and brothel with her husband.
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In 15th-century Spain, ships were traditionally named after saints. Salty sailors, however, bestowed
less-than-sacred nicknames upon their vessels. Although the Santa Maria is called by its official name, its
nickname was La Gallega, after the province of Galicia in which it was built. Columbus returned to Spain
aboard the Nina, but he had to leave nearly 40 crewmembers behind to start the first European settlement in
the Americasâ€”La Navidad. When Columbus returned to the settlement in the fall of , none of the crew were
found alive. Columbus made four voyages to the New World. Although best known for his historic expedition,
Columbus returned to the Americas three more times in the following decade. Columbus returned to Spain in
chains in Colonists complained to the monarchy about mismanagement, and a royal commissioner dispatched
to Hispaniola arrested Columbus in August and brought him back to Spain in chains. Although Columbus was
stripped of his governorship, King Ferdinand not only granted the explorer his freedom but subsidized a fourth
voyage. A lunar eclipse may have saved Columbus. In February , a desperate Columbus was stranded in
Jamaica, abandoned by half his crew and denied food by the islanders. The heavens that he relied on for
navigation, however, would guide him safely once again. On the appointed night, the eclipse darkened the
moon and turned it red, and the terrified islanders offered provisions and beseeched Columbus to ask his god
for mercy. Even in death, Columbus continued to cross the Atlantic. Following his death in , Columbus was
buried in Valladolid, Spain, and then moved to Seville. At the request of his daughter-in-law, the bodies of
Columbus and his son Diego were shipped across the Atlantic to Hispaniola and interred in a Santo Domingo
cathedral. When the French captured the island in , the Spanish dug up remains thought to be those of the
explorer and moved them to Cuba before returning them to Seville after the Spanish-American War in Did the
Spaniards exhume the wrong body? DNA testing in found evidence that at least some of the remains in Seville
are those of Columbus. The Dominican Republic has refused to let the other remains be tested. Heirs of
Columbus and the Spanish monarchy were in litigation until After the death of Columbus, his heirs waged a
lengthy legal battle with the Spanish crown, claiming that the monarchy short-changed them on money and
profits due the explorer. We strive for accuracy and fairness. Twice a week we compile our most fascinating
features and deliver them straight to you.
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After that this historic ship had participated in the Korean War, and was one of the famous ships among Ronald
Reagan's ship fleet plan in Later in , it was used against Iraqi targets in Kuwait in the First Persian Gulf War for
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launching cruise missiles and inch rounds from the massive guns.
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Historic ships and boats Surviving historic ships and boats offer a direct connection with the maritime past and can
provide insights into the operations and experiences of sea-going life in former times.
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