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Chapter 1 : Global AIDS Crisis: A Reference Handbook - ABC-CLIO
Dec 01, Â· The world is in the grip of a global Aids crisis which affects 43m people - but in the west people have become
complacent to the dangers. This is the message being pushed today, on World Aids Day.

Great progress was made in the U. Deaths were rapidly reduced by more than half, with a small but welcome
reduction in the yearly rate of new HIV infections. Since this time, AIDS deaths have continued to decline, but
much more slowly, and not as completely in black Americans as in other population segments. Under
legislation enacted by the United States Congress in , patients found importing anti-HIV medication into the
country were arrested and placed on flights back to their country of origin. This meant that the traveller would
not be discovered with any medication. However, the security clampdown following the September 11 attacks
in meant this was no longer an option. It was also felt that this rule was unfair because it applied even if the
traveller was covered for HIV-related conditions under their own travel insurance. In early December ,
President George W. Bush indicated that he would issue an executive order allowing HIV-positive people to
enter the United States on standard visas. It is unclear whether applicants will still have to declare their HIV
status. This bill would allow travelers and immigrants entry to the United States without having to disclose
their HIV status. The bill died at the end of the th Congress. However, the United States Department of Health
and Human Services still held the ban in administrative written regulation law. New impetus was added to
repeal efforts when Paul Thorn, a UK tuberculosis expert who was invited to speak at the Pacific Health
Summit in Seattle, was denied a visa due to his HIV positive status. A letter written by Mr. However,
subsequent research has revealed that there were cases of AIDS much earlier than initially known. Louis male,
in , who could have contracted it as early as 7 years old due to sexual abuse, suggesting that HIV had been
present, at very low prevalence, in the U. An early theory asserted that a series of inoculations against hepatitis
B that were performed in the gay community of San Francisco were tainted with HIV. Although there was a
high correlation between recipients of that vaccination and initial cases of AIDS, this theory has long been
discredited. HIV, hepatitis B , and hepatitis C are bloodborne diseases with very similar modes of
transmission, and those at risk for one are at risk for the others. Robert Gallo , an American scientist involved
in the search for a new virus in the people affected by the disease, became embroiled in a legal battle with
French scientist Luc Montagnier , who had first discovered such a virus in tissue cultures derived from a
patient suffering from enlargement of the lymphnodes an early sign of AIDS. Critics claim that because some
scientists were more interested in trying to win a Nobel prize than in helping patients, research progress was
delayed and more people needlessly died. After a number of meetings and high-level political intervention, the
French scientists and Gallo agreed to "share" the discovery of HIV, although eventually Montagnier and his
group were recognized as the true discoverers, and won the Nobel Prize for it. Publicity campaigns were
started in attempts to counter the incorrect and often vitriolic perception of AIDS as a "gay plague". These
included the Ryan White case, red ribbon campaigns, celebrity dinners, the film version of And the Band
Played On, sex education programs in schools, and television advertisements. Announcements by various
celebrities that they had contracted HIV including actor Rock Hudson , basketball star Magic Johnson , tennis
player Arthur Ashe and singer Freddie Mercury were significant in arousing media attention and making the
general public aware of the dangers of the disease to people of all sexual orientations. While the overall rates
of HIV incidences and prevalence have decreased, they have increased in one particular demographic: In
America, black households were reported to have the lowest median income, leading to lower rates of insured
individuals. This creates cost barriers to antiretroviral treatments. Moreover, African American HIV positive
individuals were less likely to be prescribed antiretroviral treatments and less likely to be referred to HIV
treatment centers. A number of other systematic factors contribute to this disparity, including cultural stigma,
lack of education in affected communities, and lack of awareness. In , the rate of new HIV infections for
Latino males was 2. Down-low sexual slang Down-low is an African American slang term [12] that typically
refers to a subculture of Black men who usually identify as heterosexual, but who have sex with men ; some
avoid sharing this information even if they have female sexual partner s married or single. Confirming
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previous research, the study of 5, MSM, aged 15â€”29 years, in six U. Please improve it by verifying the
claims made and adding inline citations. Statements consisting only of original research should be removed. It
can be affected by health insurance which is available to people through private insurers, Medicare and
Medicaid which leaves some people still vulnerable. During the time of slavery, slave owners would get
medical attention for slaves because they were deemed as property, while slaves that the slave owners believed
were not able to recover were sent to be experimented on. In the late eighteenth century and early nineteenth
century, universities dug up African American bodies to autopsy, and some night doctors would snatch people
off the streets to examine. African Americans have been experimented on and exploited for centuries. The
Tuskegee Syphilis study experimented vulnerable men in the South who had syphilis. They kept treatment
from these men to see what would happen. Henrietta Lacks was also exploited when researchers took her
cancerous cells and grew them to experiment on them. In analyses of the values communicated, Calzo and
Ward reported that Black parents offered greater indication that homosexuality is perverse and unnatural".
Masculinity is seen as important for the African American community because it shows that the community is
in control of their own destiny. But, as the Black male performance of parts of this script is thwarted by racism
and capitalist patriarchy, the performance of Black masculinity becomes predicated on a particular
performance of Black sexuality and avoidance of weakness and femininity. If sexuality remains one of the few
ways that Black men can recapture a masculinity withheld from them in the marketplace, endorsing Black
homosexuality subverts the cultural project of reinscribing masculinity within the Black community. This
homophobic culture is sustained within the African American community through the church because religion
is a vital part of the African American community: This causes limited access to higher education in lower
socioeconomic areas. Out of the 50 states, 26 put a larger emphasis on abstinence sex education. Abstinence
only sex education is correlated to increasing rates of HIV especially in teenagers and young adults. A lack of
hygiene in prisons perpetuates these problems. Many inmates do not disclose their high-risk behaviors, such as
anal sex or injection drug use, because they fear being stigmatized and ostracized by other inmates. There is
also a lack of educational programs on disease prevention for inmates. Though it was an important aspect of
the movement, activism went beyond the pursuit of funding for AIDS research. Groups acted to educate and
raise awareness of the disease and its effects on different populations, even those thought to be at low-risk of
contracting HIV. Other groups, like the NAMES Project , emerged as a way of memorializing those who had
passed, refusing to let them be forgotten by the historical narrative. Because AIDS was initially thought only
to impact gay men, most narratives of activism focus on their contributions to the movement. However,
women also played a significant role in raising awareness, rallying for change, and caring for those impacted
by the disease. Lesbians helped organize and spread information about transmission between women, as well
as supporting gay men in their work. Narratives of activism also tend to focus on organizing done in coastal
cities, but AIDS activism was present and widespread across both urban and more rural areas of the United
States. Organizers sought to address needs specific to their communities, whether that was working to
establish needle exchange programs , fighting against housing or employment discrimination, or issues faced
primarily by people identified as members of specific groups such as sex workers, mothers and children, or
incarcerated people. Current status[ edit ] The estimated number of U. Because of the lack of HIV cases in that
area beforehand and the youth of many but not all of those affected, the relative unavailability in the local area
of safe needle exchange programs and of treatment centers capable of dealing with long-term health needs,
HIV care, and drug addiction during the initial phases of the outbreak, it was not initially adequately contained
and dealt with until those were set up by the government, and acute awareness of the issue spread. Such
centers have now been opened, and short-term care is beginning to be provided; once the scope of the outbreak
became clear, Governor Mike Pence , despite some initial reservations, approved a legislative measure to
allow safe, clean needle exchange programs and treatment for those affected, which could end up being
instituted statewide.
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Chapter 2 : Global AIDS crisis gets first-ever global awareness campaign | Press centre | UNICEF
The global AIDS crisis by Elizabeth Terzakis A SIMPLE truth came to light at the Fourteenth International AIDS
Conference, held July in Barcelona, Spain: The main impediment to the fight against the global AIDS crisis is a lack of
funds--more precisely, a lack of willingness to provide them.

The main impediment to the fight against the global AIDS crisis is a lack of funds--more precisely, a lack of
willingness to provide them. In the opening plenary session of the conference, Dr. Delaying this response by
just one year is going to cost another 5 million lives. Five million is the number of people newly infected with
HIV in , bringing the total number of those infected to over 40 million people. More than 95 percent of new
infections occur in developing countries, and The agency does report that three million people died of AIDS
in , and estimates that more than 20 million people have died of AIDS worldwide since the start of the
epidemic. Around 13 million of these deaths occurred in sub-Saharan Africa, where they have had a ripple
effect of suffering and destruction, creating 11 million orphans out of a world total of 14 million AIDS
orphans , and cutting life expectancy drastically. In Botswana, life expectancy hovers just above 35 years,
down from a high of 62 in As a result, whole societies and cultures are being destroyed. Though Africa has
been the hardest hit, AIDS has been permitted to ravage other areas of the world as well. In the Asia-Pacific
region as a whole, more than 6 million people are infected with HIV, with one million new infections in alone.
In Mexico, while the overall adult prevalence rate is still quite low under 1 percent , socially marginalized
groups like intravenous drug users and gay men experience much higher rates percent for injecting drug users
and 15 percent for gay men. In Western Europe, an estimated 6, people died of the disease in and another ,
became infected. Currently, there are , people in the U. As many as 25 percent of those carrying HIV do not
know that they are infected. He was blind now, too, from the CMV [cytomegalovirus] herpes infections that
had wasted his nervous system. His mind also seemed to be going, like that of an old person suffering from
dementia. Her illness is obvious in the thin, stretched skin under which veins throb with the shingles that have
blinded her left eye and scarred that side of her face. At 39, she looks The agonizing thrush, a kind of fungus,
that paralyzed her throat has ebbed enough to enable her to swallow a spoon or two of warm gruel, but most of
the nourishment flows away in constant diarrhea. One way to approach this question is by asking another:
Where is the money supposed to come from? How can this be? The answer is simple but runs very deep: The
AIDS crisis reveals in the most striking way possible the failure of the world capitalist system to provide for
human need. It shows how uninterested capitalism is in preserving, prolonging, or improving human life.
Moreover, the massive increase in inequality that has occurred over the last 20 years as the result of these
policies has insured that the impact of AIDS--the level of suffering and death that it causes--is enormously
greater than it had to be. The pandemic is one of the most compelling examples ever of why the profit system
needs to be abolished. As Reverend Jerry Falwell put it in a sermon: The Scripture is clear: We do reap it in
our flesh when we violate the laws of God. The official line had a distinct impact on diagnoses: Concerned
physicians volunteered time and diverted resources to track the new disease with little or no support from the
National Institutes of Health NIH , one of the richer institutions of the United States medical research
establishment. Even at the CDC, a case-control study of the new disease languished because of a lack of funds.
Now that AIDS is ravaging whole populations, it is harder to portray the disease as a scourge on homosexuals;
48 percent of adults now living with AIDS are women, and 80 percent of all adult HIV infections resulted
from heterosexual intercourse. The solution, according to the solemn pronouncements of people like
President-select George W. Bush and his flunkies is simple: If people would just stop having sex and shooting
up drugs, the crisis would disappear. It is chilling to think that 20 years ago, when the number of AIDS cases
was around 1,, with a 50 percent fatality rate, politicians were saying the same things, and doing just as little.
Demand management also governed the actions of the CDC and the U. For years, these agencies refused to
pay for AIDS tests overseas. The argument was that testing was too expensive, and it led to things that were
more expensive. The implications of a lot of people knowing that they have HIV, instead of just dying of it
The idea was that organizational differences were preventing the various international agencies from
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cooperating effectively to fight AIDS. If they could all be convinced to become partners in a new agency,
specifically dedicated to fighting AIDS, priorities could be reset and differences could be overcome.
Prevention programs promoting safe sex and condom use among high-risk groups like prostitutes and
intravenous drug users have produced substantial reductions in prevalence rates in Thailand, where the
infection rate dropped from a high of , in the early s to 30, in Sex workers cannot depend on condoms as
protection from AIDS if their clients refuse to use them. Condoms are also of little use to women who wish to
have children. In fact, according to a UN report, for most women, the major risk factor for HIV infection is not
being a sex worker but being married. In the Henan province of China, most HIV infections come from selling
blood to collection centers that do not follow basic safety procedures. Many sell blood several days a week
just to get by. To keep them from collapsing, blood collection centers remove the platelets from the blood of
several donors, combine the plasma, and then re-inject it into the donors. In China, it is painfully clear that
poverty and corporate carelessness, not individual irresponsibility, are optimizing conditions for the epidemic.
Food and Drug Administration approved the first of a new class of AIDS drugs which block an enzyme called
protease that the virus needs in order to reproduce. If the cost of the new combination therapy denied its
benefits to millions of people in the U. The WTO sought to insure that drug company profits would take
precedence over saving lives. So the new drugs did not reach most of those who needed them. I find myself
saying nothing about triple-therapy antiretrovirals because I look at the village and think it will be of no
benefit to these people. You will then start to understand the urgency and indeed the rage behind the clamor
for access. Mobilizations in South Africa itself and outraged protests around the world forced the Clinton
administration to back down, and the drug companies dropped their suit in It does not solve the problem of
poverty. By declaring a national emergency, Zimbabwe risks losing international investment--which it will
need both to produce the drugs and to distribute them. It is a for-profit industry. Third World drug
manufacturers are investing in generics because they hope to break into the market, make some money, and
have funds to sink into research and development. That way they can get their own patents and cash in on the
profit margins the big pharmaceutical companies enjoy--an In sub-Saharan Africa, where This unnecessary
suffering is not isolated to Africa; in Eastern Europe, only 1, of the 1 million people infected with HIV are
receiving antiretroviral drugs. In high-income countries like the U. Pharmaceutical companies make such
enormous profits in the developed countries that they do not need to do business in the developing world to
make a return on their research investment. Africa accounts for only 1 percent of all pharmaceutical revenue;
80 percent of revenues and an even higher proportion of profits come from North America, Europe, and Japan.
If cheap, mass-produced drugs are distributed at cost or for free to save AIDS victims, what will come next?
Free food for the starving? Free homes for the homeless? Where is the profit in that? A little history is helpful
in understanding this claim. In the s and s, most post-independence African governments increased spending
on health care, attempting to develop public health systems that would make up for the inequalities of the
colonial era. They increased the numbers of health professionals working in the public sector, improved health
care infrastructure, and extended care to formerly unserved areas. As a result, infant mortality rates went down
and life expectancy went up. World Bank and IMF loan conditions threw this progress into reverse by forcing
governments to make drastic cuts to health care spending. According to a report by the Inter-Church Coalition
on Africa, spending on health care fell by 50 percent in the 42 poorest African nations during the s. They use
the sun. These drugs have to be taken in certain sequences. The same holds true for poor people of color in the
United States. This is racist nonsense and blatant hypocrisy. In , poor AIDS patients in Mississippi were told
that their drug cocktails would be cut off in 30 days because the state government was uninterested in
matching funds available through the federal drug program. But the state of Mississippi was not accused of
encouraging drug-resistant strains of HIV. According to a CDC official: We were afraid that if we opened the
door on treatment at all, then all of our money would be drawn away. You get into paying for commodities
that have to be supplied, supplied, supplied, to the end of time. His contention that antiretroviral drugs do
more harm than good caused him to squander the victory of international AIDS activists who forced
pharmaceutical companies to drop their lawsuit against South Africa for its intention to produce its own
generic AIDS drugs. Although Mbeki formally reversed his position on antiretrovirals in April of , his
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administration had to be sued by AIDS activists in the Treatment Action Campaign TAC and ordered by the
South African Supreme Court to distribute antiretrovirals to infected pregnant women--a decision the
government appealed and lost in July. In a country where , babies are born each year HIV-positive, such a
program could drastically reduce the number of new AIDS cases. Costa Gazi, Secretary of Health for the Pan
Africanist Congress of Azania, has accused the government of preferring to use funds to build up the military
and repay Apartheid-era debts. In the early 90s, infection rates in Thailand and South Africa were both less
than 1 percent. Now the infection rate for adults is just over 2 percent in Thailand, while in South Africa it is
just over 20 percent. Instead, the new regime embraced neoliberal capitalism, placating international and
domestic capital rather than challenging them. Bucking the international trend, the Brazilian program was
organized around the idea that prevention and treatment are not mutually exclusive, and that respect for human
rights is an essential component of fighting AIDS. By focusing on both prevention and treatment, Brazil has
achieved a remarkable reduction in both transmission and mortality. Hospitalization is down by 75 percent,
while infection rates in Brazil are lower than in the U.
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Chapter 3 : HIV and AIDS | U.S. Agency for International Development
Jul 31, Â· New findings reveal how Trump's expansion of the global gag rule is already having profound negative effects
on the fight against HIV/AIDS.

Each new year affords an excellent opportunity to reflect on the previous one. What did we get right, what did
we get wrong, and how can we improve? For those of us working in paediatric HIV, these questions have clear
answers. Yet translating those answers into actions is a task requiring immense political will and concrete
commitments. We also learned that up to two-thirds of HIV-positive children younger than 2 years are
diagnosed too late, making them exceptionally vulnerable to infections that prey on weakened immune
systems. Missing diagnoses during these early years can be fatal: These figures, unacceptable as they are on
their own, are mirrored by unconscionable paediatric death rates globally. For children and adolescents aged
10â€”19, progress is intolerably slow: The coming year holds promise that this consensus will be more than
just rhetorical and will result in tangible improvements in the state of the epidemic. For example, last
November, the Vatican convened a meeting on scaling up early diagnosis and paediatric treatment. Several
drug manufacturers also promised to make paediatric formulations available in low-income countries for the
cost of production until generics become available. These commitments will make it far easierâ€”and more
affordableâ€”to improve ARV coverage for children this year and beyond. As continues to unfold, we have
reason to be cautiously optimistic about not just treatment options, but also expanded early infant diagnosis,
which both UNICEF and UNAIDS identify as a crucial prerequisite for starting and keeping children on
treatment. Unlike conventional testing, POC EID testing allows samples to be tested quickly, often at the same
facility where they are collectedâ€”meaning caregivers can receive results when and where they bring children
in for care. Under conventional testing, the median turnaround time for test results is 55 days, whereas POC
EID results are delivered within hours. When caregivers receive results quickly, they are more likely to start
HIV-positive children on treatment: Last December, over a dozen African countries sent Ministry of Health
delegates and civil society representatives to attend a meeting at ICASA to build consensus around approaches
for optimizing paediatric HIV treatment. AIDS Free â€”a super-fast-track framework for ending paediatric
AIDS that sets ambitious prevention and treatment targets for children, adolescents, and young women.
Recent steps towards improving paediatric ARV access and treatment, scaling up early infant diagnosis, and
amplifying Africa-based advocacy are encouraging. If global leaders follow through on these key initiatives,
we soon couldâ€”and shouldâ€”usher in the first AIDS-free generation. Yet if we fail to deliver the necessary
resources and political will, we may be facing another year of bad news for children. Let us learn from and, as
we look ahead, approach the paediatric HIV agenda before us with the urgency it deserves and the tenacity it
requires. Announcement As our journal continues to grow, we have had to reconsider the direction of the blog.
No new content is currently being published on The Lancet Global health blog. The blog will close on 31st
December , at which point all published content will be archived and made available on request. We will
continue to publish leading commentary and analysis in our journal. To find out more, including how to
submit, please see: Register for Blog Updates Already registered? Click here to login. Leave this field blank.
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Chapter 4 : Aids - a global crisis | World news | The Guardian
the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (Global Fund), which was established in by a U.N. General
Assembly Special Session (UNGASS) on HIV/AIDS as an independent.

Share via Email The world is in the grip of a global Aids crisis which affects 43m people - but in the west
people have become complacent to the dangers. This is the message being pushed today, on World Aids Day,
and campaigners have some chilling evidence for those who think the disease has nothing to do with them.
Mark Oliver explains the threat. How many people have Aids? The Aids epidemic has so far left 50m people
infected with HIV worldwide, of whom 16m have died. That leaves 34m people who are living with the
infection. Africa has been the worst hit - 5, people die from Aids related illnesses there every day. There are
new fears that Asia may eclipse Africa in severity of infection levels. However, the steepest rise in infections
in the world during was in the former Soviet Union and eastern Europe. But Britain does not have such a bad
problem, does it? As many as 10, people in the UK have HIV but are unaware of their condition according to a
report published by the Department of Health. The public health laboratory service has warned that there will
be 29, people who know they are HIV positive by the end of Last year saw record numbers of HIV diagnoses,
with more than 3, new cases identified in England and Wales. Of around 30, people who are expected to be
infected, about 16, will have been through homosexual sex, 11, through heterosexual sex and about 1, through
drug abuse. It is estimated that a third of gay and bisexual men who are HIV positive do not know they have
the infection and more than half of heterosexual men in London who are infected are unaware. Are people
being ignorant? Campaigners say people who are too young to remember the massive Aids campaigns of the
80s are becoming complacent about the risks of the disease. A Mori poll of more than 2, people in the UK for
the National Aids Trust found that despite multi-million pound awareness campaigns, many people are still
ignorant about the risks of becoming infected with HIV. One in 10 people wrongly believe there is a cure for
Aids and a further one in 10 are not sure. A spokesman for the National Aids Trust said: The new and
effective drugs have been responsible for fewer people developing full-blown Aids and increasing the
numbers of HIV positive cases. But there is no cure. What are the government doing to attack the problem?
Campaign posters, leaflets and an innovative website are being used in a "make a difference" campaign by the
National Aids Trust to encourage people to join the fight against the disease.
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Chapter 5 : Global AIDS Crisis Eases, But Not In Former Soviet Union
Global Aids Crisis actively provides charitable grants for medication, treatment and any livelihood facilities required by
individuals and families where someone has been afflicted with HIV. Global Aids Crisis also supports other organizations
and NGOs with grants to further their initiatives.

Rather than tackling specific issues, the Fund was set up to be the largest funding mechanism for global health
issues and programs, signifying a dramatic break from historical methods of aid allocation as Peris Jones
noted in Of gifts and return gifts , From Disaster to Development? The Fund is not an implementer and does
not impose conditionalities upon recipients, which is a major criticism for many aid disbursements. Instead, its
innovation lies in the apparent attempts to promote local ownership and planning. Countries are asked to
identify needs and come up with solutions, which the Fund will finance. However, there have been criticisms
about the funds that have been contributed by the wealthiest nations. For example, the two largest
donorsâ€”U. Kâ€”gave million dollars each in the first year. While it was welcomed at the time, it was also
criticized as not enough. You can also listen to this Democracy Now! Christian Aid echos those concerns, but
also adds that more fundamentally, the AIDS fund ignores the root causes: Administrative structures are not in
place and no money has been disbursed. The billions needed can only be met by governments increasing their
aid budgets. The fund therefore, while perhaps still welcome because we still need to deal with the immediate
and massive problem will always be fighting an uphill struggle. Furthermore, there have also been continued
concern over issues such as patents, pricing and so on. Suddenly, the emergence in the South of very low cost
generics producers seems credible. The success in the developing world of the southern producers is quite
important. Otherwise there is no real leverage. It is important not to link use of the global fund to purchases
from European and US producers, but rather, to permit competition and buy from the firms with the best price
that have acceptable quality. A vivid example of this is in health issues around the world. Amazingly large
donations by foundations such as the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation are impressive, but the underlying
causes of the problems are not addressed, which require political solutions. As Rajshri Dasgupta comments: In
a nutshell, industry and private donations are feel-good, short-term interventions and no substitute for the
vastly larger, and essentially political, task of bringing health care to more than a billion poor people. It was
big news and very welcome by many. Makes you wonder who the real beneficiary of charity is here. This is
just one amongst many examples of what appears extremely welcome philanthropy and charity, but may also
not always have other motives. It might be seen as horrible to criticize such charity, especially on a crucial
issue such as AIDS, but that is not the issue. The concern is that while it is welcome that this charity is being
provided, at a systemmic level, such charity is unsustainable and shows ulteria motives. Would Bill Gates
have donated that much had there not been additional interests for the company that he had founded? What
Palast is hinting towards is the unequal rules of trade and economics that are part of the world system, that has
contributed to countries such as most in Africa being unable to address the scourge of AIDS and other
problems, even when they want to. See for example, the sections on free trade , poverty and corporations on
this web site for more on this aspect. Some two years on from the setting up of the Global Fund, and in , the
Fund is still facing cash short falls, and growing criticism about the way the U. This was preceded by a
prominent announcement by President Bush in his State of the Union speech. But behind the headlines, the
five year plan has come under attack for largely by-passing the Global Fund, precisely set up as a functional
and working multilateral program to fight fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. However, as the
international HIV and AIDS charity AVERT criticizes, this allows the US to avoid supporting countries
perceived to be hostile, or those who may support programs it currently does not like â€”such as abortion and
condom use, or use of generic drugs. As above-mentioned Peris Jones also noted, USAID, the US aid agency
responsible for enormous amounts of global aid flows and development projects, is finding that its policy is
increasingly encroached upon and vulnerable to [a] domestic agenda whereby the Christian Right has been
increasingly influential on social issues in controversial ways. It also showed up Europe to be lagging behind
on their commitments too.
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Chapter 6 : Southern Baptist Convention > On The Global Aids Crisis
Global AIDS Crisis scrutinizes the scourge of HIV and the AIDS virus throughout the world through the eyes of one of
the top AIDS researchers in the world. From Botswana and sub-Saharan Africa to Thailand, Romania, and Brazil, an
exploration of developing countries with limited access to healthcare and scarce resources reveals how such factors.

Her story, she adds, is no different. I was taking drugs," Kovnir says. You got yourself into this. Fifteen years
later, she is one of , people living with HIV in Ukraine -- a country at the epicenter of a region that remains
stubbornly resistant to remarkable progress elsewhere in the battle against AIDS. An estimated 34 million
people are currently living with HIV around the globe. That optimism, however, does not extend to the former
Soviet space. Together with the Middle East, it remains the last place on earth where the AIDS crisis is getting
worse rather than better. Bringing It Home In the past decade, post-Soviet countries have seen the rate of HIV
infections rise steadily, from , a year in to , in The number of AIDS-related deaths has also seen a 21 percent
spike in the past six years. But this increasing epidemic is seen in all the countries of the region," Malkin says.
Increasingly, labor migrants from Tajikistan and Armenia are contracting the virus through drug use or sexual
contact in Russia or Ukraine. They transmit the infection to wives or other sexual partners back home, who
then run the risk of passing it on to their children. But to a far greater extent, it is poverty and government
inaction that is driving the problem. And consistent access for HIV-positive patients to antiretroviral drug
therapy has been proven to reduce by more than 90 percent so-called "onward" transmissions from one sexual
partner to another, or from a mother to her newborn. AIDS experts say the grim situation in the post-Soviet
region is especially regrettable in light of the substantial advancements seen elsewhere in fighting the disease.
Although an effective vaccine has yet to be developed, the past several years have seen dramatic
improvements in access to affordable antiretroviral drug treatment -- including Truvada, the first preventive
treatment for HIV-negative people, which was approved for sale in the United States this year. Mitchell
Warren, the executive director of AVAC, a New York-based global advocacy group for HIV prevention, says
there are currently 8 million people worldwide receiving antiretroviral drug treatment. He calls that a "huge"
achievement. So we still have a gap to fill," Warren says. And remember that a decade ago, people said it
could never happen. In Ukraine, just 2, people currently receive free access to antiretrovirals. But Kovnir says
public awareness has improved immeasurably since she first got her diagnosis as a frightened year-old with
just a "couple more years" to live. She recalls being devastated to find her mother furtively scrubbing down
the kitchen with disinfectant one night after she visited for dinner. Now, 15 years later, she says even her
year-old nephew is aware of her condition and often reminds her to take her pills. Kovnir, now 41, lives a
healthy, active life. The Ukrainian government has increased tenfold its domestic investment in HIV treatment
over the past several years. They can give birth to normal, healthy children. And they can help an enormous
number of other people," Kovnir says.

Page 9

DOWNLOAD PDF GLOBAL AIDS CRISIS
Chapter 7 : Art and the Global AIDS Crisis: Eggs Benedict | Milwaukee Art Museum Calendar
International leaders agree that the global response to paediatric HIV/AIDS is insufficient, and that there is a strategic
and moral imperative to better serve infants, children, and adolescents. The coming year holds promise that this
consensus will be more than just rhetorical and will result in tangible improvements in the state of the epidemic.

Affected Areas Sub-Saharan Africa 7 , with more than two-thirds of all people living with HIV globally, is the
hardest hit region in the world, followed by Asia and the Pacific see Table 1. Eastern and Southern Africa.
South Africa has the highest number of people living with HIV in the world 7. Eswatini formerly known as
Swaziland has the highest prevalence in the world Western and Central Africa. Asia and the Pacific.
However, trends vary from country to country. The region is also home to the two most populous nations in
the world â€” China and India â€” and even relatively low prevalence translates into large numbers of people.
Western and Central Europe and North America. Eastern Europe and Central Asia. The epidemic is driven
primarily by injecting drug use, although heterosexual transmission also plays an important role. An estimated
, people are living with HIV in the Caribbean. The number of people living with HIV on treatment more than
doubled since from 69, in to approximately , in Middle East and North Africa. Criminalization of key
populations and stigma serve as barriers to coverage in the region. In some countries, men who have sex with
men, injecting drug users, sex workers, transgender people, and prisoners are disproportionally affected by
HIV. Young people, ages , account for approximately a third of new HIV infections, and in some areas, young
women are disproportionally impacted. Globally, there were 1. Prevention and Treatment 11 Numerous
prevention interventions exist to combat HIV, and new tools such as vaccines, are currently being researched.
Those with undetectable viral loads known as being virally suppressed have effectively no risk of transmitting
HIV sexually. Access to prevention, however, remains limited, and there have been renewed calls for the
strengthening of prevention efforts. In light of recent research findings, WHO released a guideline in
recommending starting HIV treatment earlier in the course of illness. Viral suppression varies greatly by
region, key population, and sex. Over time, new initiatives and financing mechanisms have helped increase
attention to HIV and contributed to efforts to achieve global goals; these include: The contributions of affected
country governments and civil society have also been critical to the response. Secretary-General emphasized
these commitments, calling for the global community to reinvigorate global efforts to respond to AIDS. Donor
government funding in increased after two years of declines, however, this increase was largely due to the
timing of U. Government Efforts The U. Global Fund , and trends in U. Miles to goâ€”closing gaps, breaking
barriers, righting injustices; July AIDSinfo website; accessed July , available at: Core Epidemiology Slides;
July

Chapter 8 : Global AIDS Crisis: A Reference Handbook - Richard G. Marlink, Alison G. Kotin - Google Book
KEY POINTS: The history of the HIV and AIDS epidemic began in illness, fear and death as the world faced a new and
unknown virus. However, scientific advances, such as the development of antiretroviral drugs, have enabled people with
access to treatment to live long and healthy lives with HIV.

Chapter 9 : How Trump's abortion gag rule policy impacts the global AIDS crisis - CNN
However, global HIV prevention targets continue to be missed by a wide margin and declines in new HIV infections
remain too slow. U.S. Response to the Global Epidemic The U.S. President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief
(PEPFAR) is the U.S. Government's response to the global HIV/AIDS epidemic and represents the largest commitment
by any.
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