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Timothy D Padgett Category: Like feuding siblings who cannot bear to be compared with one another, they
are willfully ignorant of their shared parentage. The great irony is that, despite the fact that they have apparent
little in common in terms of focus and content, they share one singular and unassailable conviction. Tacitly or
overtly, they possess the assumption that America is somehow special in human history, that it is either
uniquely upstanding or uniquely guilty in the eyes of God. One whitewashes the guilt of our past sins and
sacralizes our most mundane history, while the other darkens even our best moments and secularizes our most
clearly religious elements. In this they share an inflated sense of the priority and concerns of these United
States. From one side we hear that America is the greatest land in history and that our glory flows from our
special relationship with God. From the other we hear that America is the worst land in history and our
depravity flows from our presumption of a special relationship with God. The first looks to the best of our
history: The second looks to the worst: This, in turn, creates its own denunciation. It seems that every true
statement that the Declaration of Independence is a glorious inscription of the dignity of all human beings
must be answered with an equally true statement that this universal dignity was rather lacking in its universal
application when it came to certain human beings. Then, with every exaggerated tale of the supposed
devoutness of the Founding Fathers comes the equally exaggerated account of their total and complete
faithlessness. What sort of country is this land of ours? Was it founded by those who were greatly influenced
by ideas flowing from the biblical view of men and women, church and state, the group and the individual?
Or, was it instituted by men heavily indebted to the principles of the Enlightenment? Is America the place of
great race-based injustice, or is it the place where multiple races have lived together in remarkable harmony,
given the global alternatives? Is America the place where immigrants can come with nothing and end up with
great prosperity, or is it the place where the outsiders and newcomers have faced hostility in each wave of
immigration? The Founding Fathers may not have cited the works of these earlier theologians, but without this
biblical understanding of human nature, the ideas of liberty would never have taken root in this land. Over the
course of their history, Americans have been willing to forcibly enslave Africans in the most brutal way
possible, to dispossess Native Americans again and again with no thought to previous agreements, and to
sentence loyal Japanese Americans to internal exile while letting other enemy aliens go about their business.
Yet, it also the place where the nation went to war with itself significantly to end race-based slavery, all at the
cost of over a half-million American lives. Our history tells a similar tale when it comes to new arrivals. To
put it mildly, immigrants to the Land of the Free have not always had the easiest go of it, and this is not a new
phenomenon. With every new round of applicants to our little colony, the opposition was the same. Yet, it is a
rare native-born citizen who can claim an undiluted lineage of equally native-born ancestors. First, just
because things like slavery are illegal now, the horrors of those years were real enough for far too long and
their legacy afflicts us down to the present. If we feel free to embrace the good things of our past, a past we
did not participate in, then we must equally all share in our collective shame, even if we were not present then
either. Slavery, genocide, and internment may have ended, but racial strife confronts us nearly every day. We
can be rightly proud of our military ending the totalitarianisms of the 20th century, but the bloodguilt for 60
million of our own children endures as indelibly as it did on Lady Macbeth. Are you a person who is
wonderful and full of compassion, or are you a person who is petty and selfish? A bit of both. Judged by the
yardstick of our fellow man, we can come off looking pretty good. We can look at the Declaration of
Independence, the Constitution, and the Emancipation Proclamation as high points in our history and even
human history. There are events in our historical memory that should rightfully shame us and there are
ongoing sins for which we may indeed face divine judgment. Commenters are welcome to argue all points of
view, but they are asked to do it civilly and respectfully. Comments that call names, insult other people or
groups, use profanity or obscenity, repeat the same points over and over, or make personal remarks about
other commenters will be deleted. After multiple infractions, commenters may be banned.
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Pastor, writer, and pub theologian. For the Love of God -- and Country We do need to learn our history, and
there is much to be proud of. Columbus bravely sailing the ocean blue, the kindness of the first settlers to the
Native Americans, the happiness of Pilgrim and Indian at Thanksgiving, the God-inspired wisdom of the
Founding Fathers, the manifest destiny of westward expansion, the heroics of the Alamo, and more. Growing
up, many of us were taught a sanitized version of U. The narratives were always with glowing descriptions,
not far from the picture-books mentioned above. But then you began to read some books, and study a bit of
history. And you quickly realized there is much more to the story, and it is far less pretty. Loewen rightly
states, "Not understanding their past renders many Americans incapable of thinking effectively about our
present and future. Mike Huckabee is giving away a history lesson video, on behalf of his organization called,
"Learn Our History. It begins with a black screen, and these words appear: This verse, from perhaps years ago,
was speaking about the Israelites. The idea that this verse is speaking of the United States is plainly false. The
verse from the Psalms uses a classic case of Hebrew parallelism here, meaning the concept is repeated for
emphasis: There is no way possible to construe this as speaking of any other nation at that time, or today, or
any other time. To think that God has chosen the United States as his inheritance is fraught with problems, and
is simply not true. Yet the video, aimed at children, tells us it is telling us the "true story" of our nation. After
displaying this Psalm, the video says: The latter is obviously closer to the truth, though the video,
conveniently, allows the viewer a child to make up his or her own mind. After a short cartoon scene in
England, the identification of America with Israel quickly escalates: A clear allusion to the Exodus, the
formative event for the beginnings of the nation of Israel in the Bible. Men, the time to fight is upon us. In
other words, America is the best thing that ever happened to the world. Never mind what Zinn and others
remind us is also our history: If these things are honoring God like no other country has before, well God must
have some pretty low standards. The video trailer next shows a woman quoting the Declaration of
Independence: Suddenly we fast forward to November 4, , and find ourselves at a Republican election day
rally in Los Angeles, CA, where Ronald Reagan is speaking: And without God, democracy cannot, and will
not, endure. If we ever forget that we are one nation under God, we will be a nation gone under. Thomas
Bailey has said, "Old myths never die--they just become embedded in the textbooks. The viewer is then
invited to "Learn our history: We do need to learn our history, and there is much to be proud of. As James
Baldwin has put it: We could add to that list the countless unnamed and forgotten workers, slaves, dissidents,
and draft dodgers, who acted against the status quo, who dreamed not only of a better nation, but a better
world.
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And yet, an image that circulated on Facebook that day still haunts me. A brown-skinned boy is locked in a
cage, staring up as fireworks explode in the sky. But I fully understand the sentiment, and I know where it is
coming from. Latino community in the three years since Trump descended the escalator in Trump Tower and
began his ascension in American politics. And all that targeted abuse has predictably made Trump one of the
most hated figures in U. What does that say about them? Or it might be that we think Trump has uncorked a
racist brew that was bubbling for years. You want to talk about civility: White House Press Secretary Sarah
Huckabee Sanders was denied service in a Virginia restaurant; conservatives insisted that civility was dead. A
white woman in Southern California scolds a Mexican woman doing the landscaping for speaking Spanish. A
woman in Chicago is berated by a white man for wearing a t-shirt with the Puerto Rican flag on it. Some
people blame that on Trump, but others blame the country that elected him. That is why so many Latinos are
so ambivalent about love of country. Who do we see to complain about that? For Latinos, patriotism has
always come easily. It started when we crossed the border â€” or, more accurately, as is the case with many
Mexican-Americans, when the border crossed us. Our ancestors came from impoverished countries, and so we
felt an incalculable debt to this country that took us in and gave us a second chance at our dreams. As a down
payment on what we owe, Latinos have higher-than-normal rates of military service. And now, we pray to the
Virgen de Guadalupe to keep our brothers and cousins safe in Kabul and Fallujah. When it comes to loss,
sacrifice, and heartbreak, we gave at the office â€” and then we gave some more. Our love for this country is
complete. Who are you telling? But we also know this country has the capability of correcting mistakes and
reversing course. This momentary ambivalence toward patriotism will pass. Sign up absolutely free today!
Read the latest local and global Catholic News. Sign up for our newsletter.
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