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Chapter 1 : Institute Books â€“ Teaching Melville
It reconstructs the story of Melville's four-year Pacific adventure with clarity, force, and freshness, using an astonishing
variety of new and out-of-the-way sources."â€”Christopher Sten, President, The Melville Society Based on more than a
half-century of research, Herman Melville's Whaling Years is an essential work for Melville scholars.

Posted on February 24, by Arthur Motta 2 Comments Herman Melville years ago tonight the author who
immortalized the city in Moby-Dick returned to speak, on of all things, Roman statuary. What was it like to be
there? It had been 17 years since Herman Melville was last in the whaling city. His stay was brief then; just a
few days before shipping out on the whaleship Acushnet, January 3, In the years that followed his reputation
as an adventurer writer would make his name synonymous with the South Seas. Now, on the evening of
February 23, , his return was as a speaker at the New Bedford Lyceum. Just seven years after the publication
Moby-Dick, one might expect his topic would be related to that ponderous tome; surely some in town had
questions about it. What was it like that night, arriving at the Lyceum, finding a seat, and waiting for Mr.
Melville to take the stage? Perhaps he spoke from scant notes; after all, he had been on the lecture circuit some
several weeks speaking on this one subject. Certainly, many in the hall would be familiar with the stories
behind the statues; Greek and Latin were taught in schools for those who could afford an education. It should
be noted here that the Piazza Tales volume was the work of many academics, including contributing scholar
Mary K. Dilletanti might accumulate their technical terms, but that did not interfere with the substantial
enjoyment of those who did not understand them. Melville gave an interesting and instructive lecture last
evening on the Sculptures of Rome, more especially with many suggestive and thoughtful criticisms on art
interspersed. On lecture night all these have to suspend operations. The beauty and the chivalry, the beaux and
the belles, the whits and the blues of New Bedford, each having some especial taste to gratify, crowd to the
lecture room. The doors are thrown open at an early hour, and those who are blessed with nothing to do,
secure the best seats and pass away an hour or two with sandwiches and sewing, magazines and small talk. He
winds his way through the furniture of the stage and at the risk of his neck, ascends the rickety ladder by
which alone he can reach his lofty perch. He folds his shawl and places it on the three legged stool he is
privileged to occupy, so as to have as comfortable a seat as possible, wipes his glasses and in the first place,
glances over the evening papers, internally anathematizing the ill placed gas light which tries alike his eyes
and his temper. The journals are speedily dispatched and he has nothing to occupy his attention previous to the
entrance of the lecturer but the audience before him. A few however are dropping in. Every seat is occupied.
From orchestra to loftiest gallery there is not a vacant space. The latest comers overflow upon the platform,
hardly leaving room for the speaker, or stagnate in the aisles. What a sea of faces! What a study for a
physiognomist! How many histories can be read in all these countenances! How character stands out not only
in the features, but in the dress, the conduct and attitudes of all this crowd! What a contrast between the
expression of that shrewd sharp-featured man of business and that dreamy large-eyed youth! Between that
cold and calculating politician and that warm hearted and impulsive girl! Between those lineaments molded
into sternness by long habits of thought, and the smooth, unmeaning vacant face of one whose mental faculties
have never been called into exercise. Others are improving the time by knitting and sewing. Others are
communing with their own thoughts. But most are engaged in conversation. He pushes his way slowly down
the aisle and along the crowded platform. He takes his seat, wipes his face with his handkerchief, and looks
around him. He is evidently a good deal astonished. He thought he was coming to some small out of the way
place to waste his fine thoughts and unappreciated eloquence on a hundred or two of uncultivated people. But
he finds himself exceedingly mistaken. He finds, the reporter ventures to say, as fine and well-lighted a hall, as
intelligent and appreciative an audience as anywhere in New England, out of the Metropolis. Well, he has got
to make the best of it. The murmur of conversation gradually dies away, and a profound stillness prevails. His
exordium is listened to with attention. As he proceeds, the audience by their air, indicate the judgment they are
forming. The politician sneers at some evidence of fanaticism. The eye of the dreamer kindles as he gets a new
insight into some great truth. The lawyer smiles as he detects a fallacy, and the head of the unthinking one
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whom no rhetoric, eloquence, humor or logic can move, gradually subsides as he sinks into a dreamless sleep.
Sometimes there is a faint applause at some happy expression. But the reporter has observed that our
audiences are timid in this respect. They seem to be afraid of interrupting or disconcerting the speaker. But
cat-calls, whistling, and loud stamping, are rude, ill-tempered and abominable. If the speaker be a man of true
eloquence, and sincere earnestness, if he is untrammeled by manuscript and speaks with animation and
heartiness, he will generally secure the attention of the audience to its close. But if he be a near rhetorician, a
bounding in words but scanty in ideas, if he be confined to manuscript or speaks in the manner of a school boy
declaiming from memory, the attention of the audience will soon begin to flag. Conversation will be renewed.
General uneasiness will prevail and a universal sense of relief will be felt at the close of the performance.
None has secured the unanimous suffrage or favor of those who have heard him. To some Beecher is merely
theatrical; Chapin, only a thunderer; Phillips, a fanatic; Parker, an infidel; Cushing, a sophist, and Emerson, an
unintelligible transcendentalist. In our estimates of lectures as of books, we are all more or less influenced by
our prevailing habits of thought, our degree of culture, our standard of taste and our personal prejudices. What
one admires another abhors. What one approves, another condemns. And so, taking the course of lectures as a
whole, each has heard something to disapprove of and condemn, but, we will hope, more to relish, entertain
and instruct. For each of them is a partial development of the common mind, and what we find wanting in
ourselves, we may supply by a candid reception of that which others seek to impart. The lecture is over. The
lecturer remains behind to receive the fifty he has earned? And did he smile? Piazza Tales and Other Prose
Pieces, Volume Nine, Scholarly Edition. Northwestern University Press, A Biography Volume 2, Johns
Hopkins University Press, Anchored Together in Neighborly Style. New York, New York: American Book
Company, ca. New Bedford Mercury, February New Bedford Republican Standard, February
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Chapter 2 : Herman Melville's Whaling Years by Wilson Heflin (, Hardcover) | eBay
In line with greater than a half-century of analysis, Herman Melville's Whaling Years is an important paintings for Melville
students. In meticulous and punctiliously documented aspect, it examines the most stimulating classes within the nice
author's life--the 4 years he spent aboard whaling vessels within the Pacific throughout the early s.

Herman Melville, born August 1, , New York Cityâ€”died September 28, , New York City , American
novelist, short-story writer, and poet, best known for his novels of the sea , including his masterpiece, Moby
Dick He was the third child of Allan and Maria Gansevoort Melvill, in a family that was to grow to four boys
and four girls. His forebears had been among the Scottish and Dutch settlers of New York and had taken
leading roles in the American Revolution and in the fiercely competitive commercial and political life of the
new country. When the family import business collapsed in , the family returned to Albany , where Herman
enrolled briefly in Albany Academy. Allan Melvill died in , leaving his family in desperate straits. Herman
joined him after two years as a bank clerk and some months working on the farm of his uncle, Thomas
Melvill, in Pittsfield , Massachusetts. Though finances were precarious, Herman attended Albany Classical
School in and became an active member of a local debating society. A teaching job in Pittsfield made him
unhappy, however, and after three months he returned to Albany. Wanderings and voyages Young Melville
had already begun writing, but the remainder of his youth became a quest for security. A comparable pursuit
in the spiritual realm was to characterize much of his writing. The crisis that started Herman on his wanderings
came in , when Gansevoort went bankrupt and the family moved to nearby Lansingburgh later Troy. In what
was to be a final attempt at orthodox employment, Herman studied surveying at Lansingburgh Academy to
equip himself for a post with the Erie Canal project. The summer voyage did not dedicate Melville to the sea,
and on his return his family was dependent still on the charity of relatives. After a grinding search for work, he
taught briefly in a school that closed without paying him. His uncle Thomas, who had left Pittsfield for
Illinois, apparently had no help to offer when the young man followed him west. In July Melville and a
companion jumped ship and, according to Typee, spent about four months as guest-captives of the reputedly
cannibalistic Typee people. Despite intimations of danger, Melville represented the exotic valley of the Typees
as an idyllic sanctuary from a hustling, aggressive civilization. He joined a mutiny that landed the mutineers in
a Tahitian jail, from which he escaped without difficulty. On these events and their sequel, Melville based his
second book, Omoo These travels, in fact, occupied less than a month. Six months later he disembarked at
Lahaina , in the Hawaiian Islands. The years of acclaim Melville rejoined a family whose prospects had much
improved. Gansevoort, who after James K. The years of acclaim were about to begin for Melville. Library of
Congress, Washington, D. Another responsibility came with his marriage in August to Elizabeth Shaw,
daughter of the chief justice of Massachusetts. He tried unsuccessfully for a job in the U. Treasury Department
, the first of many abortive efforts to secure a government post. In Melville began a third book, Mardi , and
became a regular contributor of reviews and other pieces to a literary journal. Melville resented this somewhat
patronizing stereotype , and in her reminiscences his wife recalled him in a different aspect, writing in a
bitterly cold, fireless room in winter. When it appeared, public and critics alike found its wild, allegorical
fantasy and medley of styles incomprehensible. He also visited the Continent, kept a journal, and arrived back
in America in February The critics acclaimed White-Jacket, and its powerful criticism of abuses in the U.
Navy won it strong political support. But both novels, however much they seemed to revive the Melville of
Typee, had passages of profoundly questioning melancholy. It was not the same Melville who wrote them.
This reading struck deeply sympathetic responses in Melville, counterbalancing the Transcendental doctrines
of Ralph Waldo Emerson , whose general optimism about human goodness he had heard in lectures. His delay
in submitting it was caused less by his early-morning chores as a farmer than by his explorations into the
unsuspected vistas opened for him by Hawthorne. To the cooler, withdrawn Hawthorne, such depth of feeling
so persistently and openly declared was uncongenial. The two men gradually drew apart. They met for the last
time, almost as strangers, in , when Melville visited Liverpool, where Hawthorne was American consul. It
brought its author neither acclaim nor reward. Basically its story is simple. Captain Ahab pursues the white
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whale , Moby Dick, which finally kills him. At that level, it is an intense, superbly authentic narrative of
whaling. In his private afflictions , Melville had found universal metaphors. Increasingly a recluse to the point
that some friends feared for his sanity, Melville embarked almost at once on Pierre It was an intensely
personal work, revealing the sombre mythology of his private life framed in terms of a story of an artist
alienated from his society. His mother he had idolized; yet he found the spirituality of her love betrayed by
sexual love. When published, it was another critical and financial disaster. Only 33 years old, Melville saw his
career in ruins. Near breakdown, and having to face in the disaster of a fire at his New York publishers that
destroyed most of his books, Melville persevered with writing. Israel Potter , plotted before his introduction to
Hawthorne and his work, was published in , but its modest success, clarity of style, and apparent simplicity of
subject did not indicate a decision by Melville to write down to public taste. In Melville set out on a tour of
Europe and the Levant to renew his spirits. The most powerful passages of the journal he kept are in harmony
with The Confidence-Man , a despairing satire on an America corrupted by the shabby dreams of commerce.
This was the last of his novels to be published in his lifetime. He abandoned the trip in San Francisco. The
years of withdrawal Melville abandoned the novel for poetry , but the prospects for publication were not
favourable. With two sons and daughters to support, Melville sought government patronage. A consular post
he sought in went elsewhere. On the outbreak of the Civil War , he volunteered for the Navy, but was again
rejected. By the end of , the family was living in New York City. The war was much on his mind and
furnished the subject of his first volume of verse, Battle-Pieces and Aspects of the War , published privately.
Four months after it appeared, an appointment as a customs inspector on the New York docks finally brought
him a secure income. Despite poor health, Melville began a pattern of writing evenings, weekends, and on
vacations. In his son Malcolm shot himself, accidentally the jury decided, though it appeared that he had
quarrelled with his father the night before his death. His second son, Stanwix, who had gone to sea in , died in
a San Francisco hospital in after a long illness. By then he had been in retirement for three years, assisted by
legacies from friends and relatives. More significant was the return to prose that culminated in his last work,
the novel Billy Budd , which remained unpublished until Provoked by a false charge, the sailor Billy Budd
accidentally kills the satanic master-at-arms. In a time of threatened mutiny he is hanged, going willingly to
his fate. Here there is, if not a statement of being reconciled fully to life, at least the peace of resignation. The
manuscript ends with the date April 19, Five months later Melville died. His life was neither happy nor, by
material standards, successful. By the end of the s he was among the most celebrated of American writers, yet
his death evoked but a single obituary notice. In the internal tensions that put him in conflict with his age lay a
strangely 20th-century awareness of the deceptiveness of realities and of the instability of personal identity.
Yet his writings never lost sight of reality. His symbols grew from such visible facts, made intensely present,
as the dying whales, the mess of blubber, and the wood of the ship, in Moby Dick. After the years of neglect,
modern criticism has secured his reputation with that of the great American writers.
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Get this from a library! Herman Melville's whaling years. [Wilson L Heflin; Mary K Bercaw Edwards; Thomas Farel
Heffernan] -- "Based on more than a half-century of research, Herman Melville's Whaling Years is an essential work for
Melville scholars - and all readers who like adventure.

Additional Information In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content: As a fellow adventurer he
had the traits, familiar in nineteenth-century America, of a ready-for-anything believer in the adequacy of his
powers and his opportunities. Uninhibited by precedent, just directionless enough to be game, and imaginative
enough to know that his shipmate was even more imaginative than he and to respect him for it , Toby was a
good companion with whom Melville could jump ship. And he was the most perfect witness imaginable for
the veracity of Typee when early reviews of the book suggested that it was a fanciful invention. It is given
here in full: Greene, the patriot, died Tuesday afternoon at his home at Warren avenue. His death closed a life
as full of suffering as it was of adventure. For the last year Mr. Greene had been confined almost constantly to
his bed. Five days before his death he was entirely overcome by a stroke of paralysis. From that time there was
noted by his wife a constant failing until death came. Greene led a most eventful life. He was born in Dublin,
Ireland, in When a mere child he came with his parents to America. His father settled in Rochester, N. Greene
received his education, taking the public school and academic courses. After leaving school he studied law
with John C. Spencer, the noted attorney whose son was executed for mutiny at Canandaigua, N. He was
admitted to the bar, but before he began the practice of his profession went to sea with Herman Melville, the
author, who had been a friend of his boyhood. The young men joined as common sailors the crew of a whaler,
and in started on a voyage over the Pacific in search of the huge mammals. After cruising about for eighteen
months the ship put into the Marguesas [sic] islands for repairs. On account of the brutal treatment to which
the captain of the vessel subjected his men, Melville and Greene decided to desert. In the Land of the
Man-Eaters. One night when the ship was in a small bay on the coast of the island of Nukuhiva they dropped
over the side of the whaler,swam to shore and were soon lost in the dense forests of the island. They had been
on land but a few hours when they discovered that they were in the home of the Typee cannibals. They had
many adventures with and many narrow escapes from the savages. Finally Melville was captured, but Greene
escaped. He made his way to the seashore and finally got away from the island. Melville was held in friendly
captivity for four months. Then Greene led a party of rescuers from an Australian ship,and after a hard battle
Melville was rescued and shipped on board the Australian vessel. As a Newspaper Editor. Greene then went to
Buffalo and edited the Courier for some time You are not currently authenticated. View freely available titles:
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Based on more than a half-century of research, Herman Melville's Whaling Years is an essential work for Melville
scholars. In meticulous and thoroughly documented detail, it examines one of the most stimulating periods in the great
author's life--the four years he spent aboard whaling vessels in the Pacific during the early s.

The inn where he arrives is overcrowded, so he must share a bed with the tattooed Polynesian Queequeg , a
harpooneer whose father was king of the fictional island of Rokovoko. Ishmael signs up with the Quaker
ship-owners Bildad and Peleg for a voyage on their whaler Pequod. Peleg describes Captain Ahab: They hire
Queequeg the following morning. A man named Elijah prophesies a dire fate should Ishmael and Queequeg
join Ahab. While provisions are loaded, shadowy figures board the ship. On a cold Christmas Day, the Pequod
leaves the harbor. Ishmael discusses cetology the zoological classification and natural history of the whale ,
and describes the crew members. Ahab will give the first man to sight Moby Dick a doubloon , a gold coin,
which he nails to the mast. Starbuck objects that he has not come for vengeance but for profit. Five previously
unknown men appear on deck and are revealed to be a special crew selected by Ahab. The pursuit is
unsuccessful. Moby Dick Southeast of the Cape of Good Hope , the Pequod makes the first of nine
sea-encounters, or "gams", with other ships: Ahab hails the Goney Albatross to ask whether they have seen the
White Whale, but the trumpet through which her captain tries to speak falls into the sea before he can answer.
In the second gam off the Cape of Good Hope, with the Town-Ho, a Nantucket whaler, the concealed story of
a "judgment of God" is revealed, but only to the crew: The whale is prepared, beheaded, and barrels of oil are
tried out. Standing at the head of the whale, Ahab begs it to speak of the depths of the sea. The Pequod next
encounters the Jeroboam, which not only lost its chief mate to Moby Dick, but also is now plagued by an
epidemic. The whale carcass still lies in the water. Ishmael compares the two heads in a philosophical way:
Tashtego cuts into the head of the sperm whale and retrieves buckets of oil. He falls into the head, and the
head falls off the yardarm into the sea. Queequeg dives after him and frees his mate with his sword. The
Pequod next gams with the Jungfrau from Bremen. Both ships sight whales simultaneously, with the Pequod
winning the contest. The three harpooneers dart their harpoons, and Flask delivers the mortal strike with a
lance. The carcass sinks, and Queequeg barely manages to escape. Stubb talks them out of it, but Ahab orders
him away. Days later, an encounter with a harpooned whale prompts Pip, a little black cabin-boy from
Alabama, to jump out of his whale boat. The whale must be cut loose, because the line has Pip so entangled in
it. Furious, Stubb orders Pip to stay in the whale boat, but Pip later jumps again, and is left alone in the
immense sea and has gone insane by the time he is picked up. Cooled sperm oil congeals and must be
squeezed back into liquid state; blubber is boiled in the try-pots on deck; the warm oil is decanted into casks,
and then stowed in the ship. After the operation, the decks are scrubbed. The coin hammered to the main mast
shows three Andes summits, one with a flame, one with a tower, and one a crowing cock. Ahab stops to look
at the doubloon and interprets the coin as signs of his firmness, volcanic energy, and victory; Starbuck takes
the high peaks as evidence of the Trinity ; Stubb focuses on the zodiacal arch over the mountains; and Flask
sees nothing of any symbolic value at all. The Manxman mutters in front of the mast, and Pip declines the verb
"look". Nevertheless, he carries no ill will toward the whale, which he regards not as malicious, but as
awkward. Ahab puts an end to the gam by rushing back to his ship. The narrator now discusses the subjects of
1 whalers supply; 2 a glen in Tranque in the Arsacides islands full of carved whale bones, fossil whales, whale
skeleton measurements; 3 the chance that the magnitude of the whale will diminish and that the leviathan
might perish. Leaving the Samuel Enderby, Ahab wrenches his ivory leg and orders the carpenter to fashion
him another. Starbuck informs Ahab of oil leakage in the hold. Reluctantly, Ahab orders the harpooneers to
inspect the casks. Queequeg, sweating all day below decks, develops a chill and soon is almost mortally
feverish. The carpenter makes a coffin for Queequeg, who fears an ordinary burial at sea. Queequeg tries it for
size, with Pip sobbing and beating his tambourine, standing by and calling himself a coward while he praises
Queequeg for his gameness. Yet Queequeg suddenly rallies, briefly convalesces, and leaps up, back in good
health. The Pequod sails northeast toward Formosa and into the Pacific Ocean. Ahab, with one nostril, smells
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the musk from the Bashee isles, and with the other, the salt of the waters where Moby Dick swims. Ahab goes
to Perth, the blacksmith, with a bag of racehorse shoenail stubs to be forged into the shank of a special
harpoon, and with his razors for Perth to melt and fashion into a harpoon barb. Ahab tempers the barb in blood
from Queequeg, Tashtego, and Daggoo. The Pequod gams next with the Bachelor, a Nantucket ship heading
home full of sperm oil. Every now and then, the Pequod lowers for whales with success. As the Pequod
approaches the Equator , Ahab scolds his quadrant for telling him only where he is and not where he will be.
He dashes it to the deck. That evening, an impressive typhoon attacks the ship. Ahab delivers a speech on the
spirit of fire, seeing the lightning as a portent of Moby Dick. Starbuck sees the lightning as a warning, and
feels tempted to shoot the sleeping Ahab with a musket. He orders the log be heaved, but the weathered line
snaps, leaving the ship with no way to fix its location. The Pequod is now heading southeast toward Moby
Dick. A man falls overboard from the mast. The life buoy is thrown, but both sink. Now Queequeg proposes
that his superfluous coffin be used as a new life buoy. Starbuck orders the carpenter take care it is lidded and
caulked. Next morning, the ship meets in another truncated gam with the Rachel, commanded by Captain
Gardiner from Nantucket. The Rachel is seeking survivors from one of her whaleboats which had gone after
Moby Dick. Ahab refuses to join the search. Twenty-four hours a day, Ahab now stands and walks the deck,
while Fedallah shadows him. Next, the Pequod, in a ninth and final gam, meets the Delight, badly damaged
and with five of her crew left dead by Moby Dick. Her captain shouts that the harpoon which can kill the
white whale has yet to be forged, but Ahab flourishes his special lance and once more orders the ship forward.
Ahab shares a moment of contemplation with Starbuck. Starbuck tries to persuade Ahab to return to Nantucket
to meet both their families, but Ahab simply crosses the deck and stands near Fedallah. On the first day of the
chase, Ahab smells the whale, climbs the mast, and sights Moby Dick. On the second day of the chase, Ahab
leaves Starbuck in charge of the Pequod. Moby Dick smashes the three boats that seek him into splinters and
tangles their lines. Ahab is rescued, but his ivory leg and Fedallah are lost. Starbuck begs Ahab to desist, but
Ahab vows to slay the white whale, even if he would have to dive through the globe itself to get his revenge.
Ahab lowers his boat for a final time, leaving Starbuck again on board. Moby Dick breaches and destroys two
boats. Moby Dick smites the whaleboat, tossing its men into the sea. Only Ishmael is unable to return to the
boat. He is left behind in the sea, and so is the only crewman of the Pequod to survive the final encounter. The
whale now fatally attacks the Pequod. The whale returns to Ahab, who stabs at him again. As he does so, the
line gets tangled, and Ahab bends over to free it. For an entire day, Ishmael floats on it, until the Rachel, still
looking for its lost seamen, rescues him. Structure[ edit ] Point of view[ edit ] Ishmael is the narrator, shaping
his story with use of many different genres including sermons, stage plays, soliloquies, and emblematical
readings. Narrator Ishmael, then, is "merely young Ishmael grown older. Bezanson warns readers to "resist
any one-to-one equation of Melville and Ishmael. The simplest sequences are of narrative progression, then
sequences of theme such as the three chapters on whale painting, and sequences of structural similarity, such
as the five dramatic chapters beginning with "The Quarter-Deck" or the four chapters beginning with "The
Candles". Chapter clusters are the chapters on the significance of the colour white, and those on the meaning
of fire. Balancing chapters are chapters of opposites, such as "Loomings" versus the "Epilogue," or similars,
such as "The Quarter-Deck" and "The Candles". Second, the increasingly impressive encounters with whales.
In the early encounters, the whaleboats hardly make contact; later there are false alarms and routine chases;
finally, the massive assembling of whales at the edges of the China Sea in "The Grand Armada". The third
pattern is the cetological documentation, so lavish that it can be divided into two subpatterns. These chapters
start with the ancient history of whaling and a bibliographical classification of whales, getting closer with
second-hand stories of the evil of whales in general and of Moby Dick in particular, a chronologically ordered
commentary on pictures of whales. The climax to this section is chapter 57, "Of whales in paint etc. As
Bezanson writes, "in each case a killing provokes either a chapter sequence or a chapter cluster of cetological
lore growing out of the circumstance of the particular killing," thus these killings are "structural occasions for
ordering the whaling essays and sermons". Ahab with violence, Ishmael with meditation. Bezanson mentions
sermons, dreams, travel account, autobiography, Elizabethan plays, and epic poetry.
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Based on more than a half-century of research, "Herman Melville's Whaling Years" is an essential work for Melville
scholars. In meticulous and thoroughly documented detail, it examines one of the most stimulating periods in the great
author's life--the four years he spent aboard whaling vessels in.

His siblings, who played important roles in his career as well as in his emotional life, were Gansevoort â€” ;
Helen Maria â€” ; Augusta â€” ; Allan â€” ; Catherine â€” ; Frances Priscilla â€” ; and Thomas â€” , who
eventually became a governor of Sailors Snug Harbor. Major Thomas Melvill â€” had taken part in the Boston
Tea Party , [4] and his maternal grandfather, General Peter Gansevoort â€” , was famous for having
commanded the defense of Fort Stanwix in New York in In , Allan married Maria Gansevoort, who was
committed to the Dutch Reformed version of the Calvinist creed of her family. Almost three weeks after his
birth, on August 19, Herman Melville was baptized at home by a minister of the South Reformed Dutch
Church. Maria sought consolation in her faith and in April was admitted as a member of the First Reformed
Dutch Church. Not much else is known from this period, except that he was very fond of drawing. Instead he
pulled Melville out of the bank to man the cap and fur store. He also participated in debating societies, in an
apparent effort to make up as much as he could for his missed years of schooling. In this period he read
Shakespeareâ€”at least Macbeth , whose witch scenes gave him the chance to teasingly scare his sisters.
Gansevoort served as a role model and support for Melville in many ways throughout his life, at this time
particularly in forming a self-directed educational plan. In June Maria told the younger children they must
leave Albany for somewhere cheaper. Gansevoort began studying law in New York City while Herman
managed the farm. However, that summer Herman decided to become a schoolteacher. He succeeded in
getting a position at Sikes District School near Lenox, Massachusetts , where he taught some 30 students of
many ages, including his own. In the Albany Microscope in March, Melville published two polemical letters
about issues in vogue in the debating societies whose subjects are now obscure. Leon Howard and Hershel
Parker suggest that the real issue was the youthful desire to have his rhetorical skills publicly recognized. In an
April letter recommending Herman for a job in the Engineer Department of the Erie Canal , Peter Gansevoort
says his nephew "possesses the ambition to make himself useful in a business which he desires to make his
profession," but no job resulted. Using the initials "L. Years at sea[ edit ] On May 31, , Gansevoort, then living
in New York City, wrote that he was sure Herman could get a job on a whaler or merchant vessel. His First
Voyage draws on his experiences in this journey. Melville resumed teaching, now at Greenbush, New York ,
but left after one term because he had not been paid. In the summer of he and his friend James Murdock Fly
went to Galena, Illinois to see if his Uncle Thomas could help them find work. On this trip it is possible that
Herman went up the Mississippi, where he may well have witnessed scenes of frontier life he later used in his
books. Unsuccessful, he and his friend returned home in autumn, very likely by way of St. Louis and up the
Ohio River. She measured slightly less than tons, had two decks and three masts , but no galleries. Cutting in
and trying-out boiling a single whale took some three days, and a whale yielded approximately one barrel of
oil per foot of length and per ton of weight the average whale weighed 40 to 60 tons. The oil was kept on deck
for a day to cool off, and was then stowed down; scrubbing the deck completed the labor. An average voyage
meant that some forty whales were killed to yield some barrels of oil. On June 23 the ship anchored for the
first time since Rio, in Santa Harbor. This short visit would be the basis for The Encantadas. From February
13 to 7 May, seven sightings of sperm whales were recorded but none killed. On June 16 she carried barrels,
and sent home on the Herald the Second. Troy escaped Tahiti for Eimeo. Successful writer[ edit ] Richard
Tobias Greene, who jumped ship with Melville in the Marquesas Islands and is Toby in Typee , pictured in
Upon his return, Melville regaled his family and friends with his adventurous tales and romantic experiences,
and they urged him to put them into writing. Melville completed Typee , his first book, in the summer of while
living in Troy. Melville extended the period his narrator spent on the island to three months more than he
himself did, made it appear that he understood the native language, and incorporated material from source
books he had assembled. The two corresponded until , and sustained a bond for life: As the writer and editor
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Nathaniel Parker Willis wrote, "With his cigar and his Spanish eyes, he talks Typee and Omoo, just as you
find the flow of his delightful mind on paper. A brief courtship, yet Melville had already asked her father for
her hand in March but was turned down. Arvin describes Lemuel Shaw as a man "of an almost childlike
tenderness of heart and gentleness of feeling. He would have married her had she not died early. Elizabeth was
raised by her grandmother and the Irish nurse. The couple honeymooned in Canada , and traveled to Montreal.
In fact he must have realized that he could not have borne the weight of those years unaidedâ€”that without
her loyalty, intelligence, and affection, his own wild imagination would have had no "port or haven. The
illusion is quite dispelled however when Herman stalks into my room without even the ceremony of knocking,
bringing me perhaps a button to sew on, or some equally romantic occupation. In June he described the book
to his English publisher as "a romance of adventure, founded upon certain wild legends in the Southern Sperm
Whale Fisheries," and promised it would be done by the fall. The manuscript has not survived, so it is
impossible to know its state at this juncture. Over the next several months, Melville radically transformed his
initial plan, conceiving what Delbanco has described as "the most ambitious book ever conceived by an
American writer. When he delivered the package to Hawthorne, he did not know it contained his last three
books. It is so good that one scarcely pardons the writer for not having brooded long over it, so as to make it a
great deal better. Melville called his new home Arrowhead because of the arrowheads that were dug up around
the property during planting season. A few days later Sophia notified the Melvilles that Hawthorne could not
stop working on his new book for more than one day, and Melville felt moved to repeat his invitation:
According to Robertson-Lorant, "The handsome Hawthorne made quite an impression on the Melville women,
especially Augusta, who was a great fan of his books. He dedicated this new novel to Hawthorne, though their
friendship was to wane only a short time later. It gives me an idea of much greater power than his preceding
ones. It hardly seemed to me that the review of it, in the Literary World, did justice to its best points. This was
the last known contact between the two writers before Melville visited Hawthorne in Liverpool four years
later. Unsuccessful writer[ edit ] Melville had high hopes that his next book would please the public and
restore his finances. It was not well received. We were somewhat startled at the remark, but still more at
learning, a few days after, that Melville was really supposed to be deranged, and that his friends were taking
measures to place him under treatment. We hope one of the earliest precautions will be to keep him stringently
secluded from pen and ink. The collection would eventually be named after a new introductory story Melville
had written for it, "The Piazza," and was published as The Piazza Tales , with five previously published
stories, including " Bartleby, the Scrivener " and " Benito Cereno. The writing of The Confidence-Man put
great strain on Melville, leading Sam Shaw, a nephew of Lizzie, to write to his uncle Lemuel Shaw, "Herman I
hope has had no more of those ugly attacks"â€”a reference to what Robertson-Lorant calls "the bouts of
rheumatism and sciatica that plagued Melville. While in England, in November he spent three days with
Hawthorne, who had taken an embassy position there. At the seaside village of Southport , amid the sand
dunes where they had stopped to smoke cigars, they had a conversation which Hawthorne later described in
his journal: Melville, as he always does, began to reason of Providence and futurity, and of everything that lies
beyond human ken, and informed me that he "pretty much made up his mind to be annihilated"; but still he
does not seem to rest in that anticipation; and, I think, will never rest until he gets hold of a definite belief. It is
strange how he persistsâ€”and has persisted ever since I knew him, and probably long beforeâ€”in wandering
to-and-fro over these deserts, as dismal and monotonous as the sand hills amid which we were sitting. He can
neither believe, nor be comfortable in his unbelief; and he is too honest and courageous not to try to do one or
the other. If he were a religious man, he would be one of the most truly religious and reverential; he has a very
high and noble nature, and better worth immortality than most of us. This novel, subtitled His Masquerade,
has won general acclaim in modern times as a complex and mysterious exploration of issues of fraud and
honesty, identity and masquerade. But, when it was published, it received reviews ranging from the
bewildered to the denunciatory. Poet[ edit ] Herman Melville, To repair his faltering finances, Melville was
advised by friends to enter what had proven to be, at least for others, a remunerative field: From late to , he
embarked upon three lecture tours, [] and spoke at lyceums , chiefly on Roman statuary and sightseeing in
Rome. Turning to poetry, he submitted a collection of verse to a publisher in , but it was not accepted. In he
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shook hands with Abraham Lincoln. In , Melville met with a road accident which left him seriously injured.
He also suffered from rheumatism. Allan, his brother, for his part bought Arrowhead. On March 30, his
father-in-law died. He held the post for 19 years and won the reputation of being the only honest employee in
a notoriously corrupt institution. Some psychologists believe it was a suicide. Melville suffered from
unpredictable mood swings, habitually "bullying his servants, wife, and children. Robertson-Lorant takes the
different ways one can look at Melville in this period to their extremes: An unsympathetic person might
characterize Melville as a failed writer who held a low-level government job, drank too much, heckled his
wife unmercifully about the housework, beat her occasionally, and drove the children to distraction with his
unpredictable behavior. A sympathetic observer might characterize him as an underappreciated genius, a
visionary, an iconoclastic thinker, a sensitive, orphaned American idealist, and a victim of a crude,
materialistic society that ate artists and visionaries alive and spat out their bones. He was both, and more.
Shaw suspected that Lizzie would not agree to such melodramatic scheme. He thought up a different scheme,
in which Lizzie would visit Boston and friends would inform Herman she would not come back. To get a
divorce, she would then have to bring charges against Melville, believing her husband to be insane. He bought
books on poetry, landscape, art, and engraving. He had a Rembrandt mezzotint framed in his New York
residence. A Poem and a Pilgrimage , inspired by his trip to the Holy Land. The title character is a young
American student of divinity who travels to Jerusalem to renew his faith. One of the central characters, Rolfe,
is similar to Melville in his younger days, a seeker and adventurer, while the reclusive Vine is loosely based
on Hawthorne, who had died twelve years before. The book had an initial printing of copies, but sales failed
miserably, and the unsold copies were burned when Melville was unable to afford to buy them at cost. The
critic Lewis Mumford found a copy in the New York Public Library in "with its pages uncut"â€”in other
words, it had sat there unread for 50 years. Final years[ edit ] In , Mrs. Melville administered with skill and
good fortune.
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Chapter 6 : Herman Melville's Whaling Years - Wilson Heflin - Google Books
Herman Melville (August 1, - September 28, ) was an American novelist, short story writer, and poet of the American
Renaissance period. His best known works include Typee (), a romantic account of his experiences in Polynesian life,
and his whaling novel Moby-Dick ().

Etching of Joseph O. Library of Congress Born to a New York City merchant in , Melville fought for a
greatness that would not be realized during his lifetime. Despite these difficulties, Herman Melville read
extensively on his own, consuming mythology, anthropology, and history. The thrilling adventure that
occurred during the next three years would satiate his desire for excitement and provide him with his material
for his first three novels. Briefly jailed, Melville escaped and sailed to the nearby island Eimeo, where he
worked on a potato farm. Because of his extensive experience as a seaman and a whaler, his descriptions of
life out at sea were comprehensive and unflinchingly accurate. His first manuscript, a tale in which the
narrator, Tommo, is captured by Typee cannibals, was initially rejected in the United States because
publishers refused to believe the validity of the story. In the midst of his initial years as a profitable author,
Melville married Elizabeth Shaw, daughter of the chief justice of Massachusetts and a close family friend. The
chief justice, Lemuel Shaw, would later support Melville in the late s during his financial struggles. With his
new bride, Melville moved to New York City to live with his younger brother, mother, and four sisters in late
Despite these crowded quarters, Melville was able to continue writing, and he finished two more novels within
two years. These attempts to inflate his image as an author won him general acclaim and the novels were
modest hits. Melville had first thought of the idea after reading a article by Jeremiah N. Renolds entitled
"Mocha Dick: Or, the White Whale of the Pacific. Hawthorne provided Melville with precious feedback on his
manuscript, and encouraged him to change his current draft, a detailed account of whaling, into an allegorical
novel. The allegorical undertones that Melville cultivated throughout the novel picked up on the link between
whaling and a midth century emerging American identity. Interest in maritime adventures was dwindling as
Americans were setting their imaginations towards the potential in the West. A trip to Europe to visit his
friend Hawthorne in October did little to lighten his melancholy over a lost dream of literary fame. He toured
the country from to , giving lectures on various topics such as "Statues in Rome," "The South Seas," and the
vague subject of "Traveling. The chronological piece included depictions of all types of soldiers from both
sides of the war, rendered accurately from a trip to the war front to visit his cousin the year before. Further
heartache befell Melville when his oldest son, Malcolm, committed suicide in Again Melville turned to travel
to gain perspective and possible writing material. The novel has been described as both an allegory to the push
west the prairie being the sea and the Gold Rush the gold being the whale , and it has been taught in
classrooms worldwide for its successful combination of philosophical speculation, Shakespearean rhetoric and
dramatic staging while moving an intelligent and authentic, albeit fantastic, plot. The ramifications that
Americans can take from reading Melville center around the immoral manifestation of the democratic ideal
that Americans were facing during the height of the whaling industry and one that we still battle with today.
Learn More Related Features.
Chapter 7 : Herman Melvilleâ€™s Return to New Bedford | New Bedford Whaling Museum Blog
"Based on more than a half-century of research, Herman Melville's Whaling Years is an essential work for Melville
scholars - and all readers who like adventure.

Chapter 8 : Project MUSE - Herman Melvilleâ€™s Whaling Years
Herman Melville's whaling years User Review - Not Available - Book Verdict. This meticulous study of the four years
Melville spent aboard whaling vessels in the Pacific during the s is the result of Heflin's dissertation at Vanderbilt.
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Chapter 9 : Moby-Dick - Wikipedia
After this expedition and a year exploring the West, Melville joined the crew of the whaling ship Acushnet in January of
The thrilling adventure that occurred during the next three years.
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