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Head This eBook is for the use of anyone anywhere at no cost and with almost no restrictions whatsoever.
You may copy it, give it away or re-use it under the terms of the Project Gutenberg License included with this
eBook or online at www. January 9, [EBook ] Language: English Character set encoding: Not that it is a rural
Utopia by any means, but the chief ideals of the life there are practically identical with those that have made
country life in the English counties world-famous. As a type, this is, in fact, the real [4] thing. There are other
communities in Virginia and elsewhere that are worthy of eulogy, but I know of none that surpasses Loudoun
in the dignity, sincerity, naturalness, completeness and genuine success of its country life. Flowers,
Ornamental Plants, Etc. However, had I not been resolutely determined to conclude it at any costâ€”mental,
physical, or pecuniaryâ€”the difficulties that I have experienced at every stage might have led to its early
abandonment. The greatest difficulty lay in procuring material which could not be supplied by individual
research and investigation. For this and other valid reasons that will follow it may safely be said that more
than one-half the contents of this volume are in the strictest sense original, the remarks and detail, for the most
part, being the products of my own personal observation and reflection. Correspondence with individuals and
the State and National authorities, though varied and extensive, elicited not a half dozen important facts. I
would charge no one with discourtesy in this particular, and mention the circumstance only because it will
serve to emphasize what I shall presently say anent the scarcity of available material. Likewise, a painstaking
perusal of more than two hundred volumes yielded only meagre results, and in most of these illusory
references I found not a single fact worth recording. But, contrary to my expectations, in many there appeared
no manner of allusion to Loudoun County. By this it will be seen that much time that might have been more
advantageously employed was necessarily given to this form of fruitless research. That works of history and
geography can be prepared in no other way, no person at all acquainted with the nature of such writings need
be told. If the former writers have seen accurately and related faithfully, the latter ought to have the
resemblance of declaring the same facts, with that variety only which nature has enstamped upon the distinct
elaborations of every individual mind As works of this sort become multiplied, voluminous, and detailed, it
becomes a duty to literature to abstract, abridge, and give, in synoptical views, the information that is spread
through numerous volumes. In some instances, where the thoughts could not be better or more briefly
expressed, the words of the original authors may have been used. Where this has been done I have, whenever
possible, made, in my footnotes or text, frank and ample avowal of the sources from which I have obtained the
particular information presented. This has not always been possible for the reason that I could not name, if
disposed, all the sources from which I have sought and obtained information. Many of the references thus
secured have undergone a process of sifting and, if I may coin the couplet, confirmatory handling which, at the
last, rendered some unrecognizable and their origin untraceable. It was written to accompany the map of
Loudoun County, drawn by Yardley Taylor, surveyor; and was published by Thomas Reynolds, of Leesburg,
in Of course these works have been the [10] [11] sources to which I have chiefly repaired for information
relating to the two firstnamed subjects. Without them the cost of this publication would have been
considerably augmented. And now a tardy and, perhaps, needless word or two in revealment of the purpose of
this volume. But the idea as originally evolved contemplated only a chronology of events from the
establishment of the County to the present day. Not until the work was well under way was the matter
appearing under the several descriptive heads supplemented. From start to finish this self-appointed task has
been prosecuted with conscientious zeal and persistency of purpose, although with frequent interruptions, and
more often than not amid circumstances least favorable to literary composition. At the same time my hands
have been filled with laborious avocations of another kind. What the philosopher Johnson said of his great

Page 1

DOWNLOAD PDF HISTORY AND COMPREHENSIVE DESCRIPTION OF
LOUDOUN COUNTY, VIRGINIA (DODO PRESS)
Dictionary and himself could as well be said of this humble volume and its author: To these transgressions I
make willing confession. I have striven to present these sketches in the most lucid and concise form
compatible with readableness; to compress the greatest possible amount of useful information into the smallest
compass. Indeed, had I been competent, I doubt that I would have attempted a more elaborate rendition, or
drawn more freely upon the language and the coloring of poetry and the imagination. I have therefore to
apprehend that the average reader will find them too statistical and laconic, too much abbreviated and void of
detail. However, a disinterested historian I have not been, and should such a charge be preferred I shall look
for speedy exculpation from the discerning mass of my [12] [13] readers. In this connection and before
proceeding further I desire to say that my right to prosecute this work can not fairly be questioned; that a
familiar treatment of the subject I have regarded as my inalienable prerogative. I was born in Loudoun County,
of parents who in turn could boast the same distinction, and, if not all, certainly the happiest days of my life
were passed within those sacred precincts. I have viewed her housetops from every crowning eminence, her
acres of unmatched grain, her Arcadian pastures and browsing herds, her sunkissed hills and silvery,
serpentine streams. I have known the broad, ample playgrounds of her stately old Academy, and shared in the
wholesome, healthgiving sports their breadth permitted. I have known certain of her astute schoolmasters and
felt the full rigor of their discipline. Stern tutors they were, at times seemingly cruel, but what retrospective
mind will not now accord them unstinted praise and gratitude? Something more than the mere awakening and
development of slumbering intellects was their province: God bless the dominies of our boyhoodâ€”the
veteran schoolmasters of old Loudoun! But to return to my theme. I have a distinct foresight of the views
which some will entertain and express in reference to this work, though my least fears of criticism are from
those whose experience and ability best qualify them to judge. However, to the end that criticism may be
disarmed even before pronouncement, the reader, before condemning any statements made in these sketches
that do not agree with his preconceived opinions, is requested to examine all the facts in connection therewith.
In so doing it is thought he will find these statements correct in the main. In such a variety of subjects there
must of course be many omissions, but I shall be greatly disappointed if actual errors are discovered. In
substantiation of its accuracy and thoroughness I need only say that the compilation of this work cost me three
years of nocturnal applicationâ€”the three most ambitious and disquieting years of the average life. During
this period the entire book has been at least three times rewritten. In the best form of which I am capable the
fruits of these protracted labors are now committed to the candid and, it is hoped, kindly judgment of the
people of Loudoun County.
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Granite and schist; feldspathic. Catoctin schist; epidotic and feldspathic. All of these formations are in places
reduced to baselevel. The first three invariably are, unless protected by a harder rock; the next three usually
are; the Catoctin schist only in small parts of its area; the Weverton only along a small part of Catoctin
Mountain. The Catoctin Belt itself may be described as a broad area of igneous rocks bordered by two lines of
Lower Cambrian sandstones and slates. Over the surface of the igneous rocks are scattered occasional outliers
of the Lower Cambrian slate; but far the greater part of the surface of the belt is covered by the igneous rocks.
The belt as a whole may be regarded as an anticline, the igneous rocks constituting the core, the Lower
Cambrian the flanks, and the Silurian and Newark the adjoining zones. The outcrops of the Lower Cambrian
rocks are in synclines, as a rule, and are complicated by many faults. The igneous rocks have also been much
folded and crumpled, but on account of their lack of distinctive beds the details of folds can not well be traced
among them. They are the oldest rocks in the Catoctin Belt and occupy most of its area. They are also
prominent from their unusual character and rarity. An important class of rocks occurring in the Catoctin Belt is
the sedimentary series. It is all included in the Cambrian period and consists of limestone, shale, sandstone and
conglomerate. The two border zones of the Catoctin Belt, however, contain also rocks of the Silurian and
Juratrias periods. In general, the sediments are sandy and calcareous in the Juratrias area, and sandy in the
Catoctin Belt. They have been the theme of considerable literature, owing to their great extent and prominence
in the topography. The granite in the southern portion of the County is very important in point of extent,
almost as much so as the diabase in the same section. The areas of granite are, as a rule, long narrow belts, and
vary greatly in width. The mineralogical composition of the granite is quite constant over large areas. Six
varieties can be distinguished, however, each with a considerable areal extent. The essential constituents are
quartz, orthoclase and plagioclase, and by the addition to these of biotite, garnet, epidote, blue quartz, and
hornblende, five types are formed. All these types are holocrystalline, and range in texture from coarse granite
with augen an inch long down to a fine epidote granite with scarcely visible crystals. Among the various
Cambrian formations of the Catoctin Belt there are wide differences in uniformity and composition. In none is
it more manifest than in the first or Loudoun formation. This was theoretically to be expected, for first
deposits upon a crystalline foundation represent great changes and transition periods of adjustment among new
currents and sources of supply. The Loudoun formation, indeed, runs the whole gamut of sedimentary
possibilities, and that within very short geographical limits. Five miles northwest of Aldie the Loudoun
formation comprises limestone, slate, sandy slate, sandstone, and conglomerate with pebbles as large as
hickory nuts. These amount in thickness to fully feet, while less than three miles to the east the entire
formation is represented by eight or ten feet of black slate. The name of the Loudoun formation is given on
account of the frequent occurrence of all its variations in Loudoun County. Throughout the entire extent of the
Catoctin Belt, and especially through its central portions, the Loudoun formation has frequent beds of
sandstone, conglomerate, and limestone. The limestones occur as lenses along two lines; one immediately
west of Catoctin Mountain, the other three or four miles east of the Blue Ridge. Along the western range the
limestone lenses extend only to the Potomac. There they are shown on both sides of the river, and have been
worked in either place for agricultural lime. Only the refuse of the limestone now remains, but the outcrops
have been extant until recent years. Along the eastern line the limestone lenses extend across the Potomac and
into Maryland for about one mile, and it is along this belt that they are the most persistent and valuable. As a
rule they are altered from limestone into marble, and at one point they have been worked for commercial
purposes. Nearly every outcrop has been opened, however, for agricultural lime. Where Goose Creek crosses
this belt a quarry has been opened and good marble taken out, but want of transportation facilities has
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prevented any considerable development. The relation between marble and schist is very perfectly shown at an
old quarry west of Leesburg. The marble occupies two beds in schist, and between the two rocks there is
gradation of composition. In none of the western belts are the calcareous beds recrystallized into marbles, but
all retain their original character of blue and dove-colored limestone. None of them, however, is of great
thickness and none of great linear extent. The Loudoun formation, of course, followed a period of erosion of
the Catoctin Belt, since it is the first subaqueous deposit. It is especially developed with respect to thickness
and coarseness to the west of Catoctin Mountain. Elsewhere the outcrops are almost entirely black slate. This
is true along the Blue Ridge, through almost its entire length, and also through the entire length of the Catoctin
Mountain. On the latter range it is doubtful if this formation exceeds feet in thickness at any point. Along the
Blue Ridge it may, and probably does, in places, reach feet in thickness. The distribution of the coarse
varieties coincides closely with the areas of greatest thickness and also with the synclines in which no
Weverton sandstone appears. The conglomerates of the Loudoun formation are composed of epidotic schist,
andesite, quartz, granite, epidote, and jasper pebbles embedded in a matrix of black slate and are very limited
in extent. The formation next succeeding the Loudoun formation is the Weverton sandstone. It is so named on
account of its prominent outcrops in South Mountain, near Weverton, Maryland, and consists entirely of
siliceous fragments, mainly quartz and feldspar. Its texture varies from a very fine, pure sandstone to a
moderately coarse conglomerate, but, in general, it is a sandstone. As a whole, its color is white and varies but
little; the coarse beds have a grayish color in most places. Frequent bands and streaks of bluish black and
black are added to the white sandstones, especially along the southern portion of the Blue Ridge. The
appearance of the rock is not modified by the amount of feldspar which it contains. From the distribution of
these various fragments, inconspicuous as they are, considerable can be deduced in regard to the environment
of the Weverton sandstone. The submergence of the Catoctin Belt was practically complete, because the
Weverton sandstone nowhere touches the crystalline rocks. Perhaps it were better stated that submergence was
complete in the basins in which Weverton sandstone now appears. Beyond these basins, however, it is
questionable if the submergence was complete, because in the Weverton sandstone itself are numerous
fragments which could have been derived only from the granite masses. These fragments consist of blue
quartz, white quartz, and feldspar. The blue quartz fragments are confined almost exclusively to the outcrops
of the Weverton sandstone in the Blue Ridge south of the Potomac, and are rarely found on Catoctin. The
general grouping of the Loudoun formation into two classes of deposit 1 , the fine slates associated with the
Weverton sandstone, and 2 , the course sandstones occurring in deep synclines with no Weverton, raises the
question of the unity of that formation. The evidence on this point is manifold and apparently conclusive. The
general composition of the two is the sameâ€”i. They are similarly metamorphosed in different localities. The
upper parts of the thicker series are slates identical in appearance with the slates under the Weverton, which
presumably represent the upper Loudoun. A marked change in the thickness of the Weverton sandstone occurs
along Catoctin Mountain, the formation diminishing from 1, to feet in a few miles. This plainly indicates shore
conditions, and the nature of the accompanying change of constituent material locates the direction of the
shore. This change is a decrease of the feldspar amounting to elimination at the Potomac. As the feldspar,
which is granular at the shore, is soon reduced to fine clay and washed away, the direction of its disappearance
is the direction of deep water. Thus the constitution and thickness of the Weverton sandstone unite in showing
the existence of land not far northeast of Catoctin Mountain during Weverton deposition. Aside from this
marked change in thickness, none of unusual extent appears in the Weverton sandstone over the remainder of
the Catoctin Belt. While this is partly due to lack of complete sections, yet such as are complete show a
substantial uniformity. The sections of the Blue Ridge outcrops range around feet, and those of the Catoctin
line are in the vicinity of This permanent difference in thickness along the two lines can be attributed to an
eastward thinning of the formation, thus, however, implying a shore to the west of the Blue Ridge line. It can
also be attributed to the existence of a barrier between the two, and this agrees with the deductions from the
constituent fragments. An epoch of which a sedimentary record remains in the region of the Catoctin Belt is
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one of submergence and deposition, the Newark or Juratrias. The formation, though developed in the
Piedmont plain, bears upon the history of the Catoctin Belt by throwing light on the periods of degradation,
deposition, igneous injection, and deformation that have involved them both. At the Potomac River it is about
4 miles in width, at the latitude of Leesburg about 10 miles in width, and thence it spreads towards the east
until its maximum width is, perhaps, 15 miles. The area of the Newark formation is, of course, a feature of
erosion, as far as its present form is concerned. In regard to its former extent little can be said, except what can
be deduced from the materials of the formation itself. Three miles southeast of Aldie and the end of Bull Run
Mountain a ridge of Newark sandstone rises to feet. The same ridge at its northern end, near Goose Creek,
attains feet and carries a gravel cap. One mile south of the Potomac River a granite ridge rises from the soluble
Newark rocks to the same elevation. As a whole the formation is a large body of red calcareous and
argillaceous sandstone and shale. Into this, along the northern portion of the Catoctin Belt, are intercalated
considerable wedges or lenses of limestone conglomerate. At many places also gray feldspathic sandstones
and basal conglomerates appear. The limestone conglomerate is best developed from the Potomac to
Leesburg, and from that region southward rapidly diminishes until it is barely represented at the south end of
Catoctin Mountain. The conglomerate is made up of pebbles of limestone of varying sizes, reaching in some
cases a foot in diameter, but, as a rule, averaging about 2 or 3 inches. The pebbles are usually well rounded,
but sometimes show considerable angles. The pebbles of limestone range in color from gray to blue and dark
blue, and occasionally pebbles of a fine white marble are seen; with rare exceptions also pebbles of Catoctin
schist and quartz occur. They are embedded in a red calcareous matrix, sometimes with a slight admixture of
sand. As a rule the entire mass is calcareous. The conglomerate occurs, as has been said, in lenses or wedges
in the sandstone ranging from 1 foot to feet in thickness, or possibly even greater. They disappear through
complete replacement by sandstone at the same horizon. The wedge may thin out to a feather edge or may be
bodily replaced upon its strike by sandstone; one method is perhaps as common as the other. The arrangement
of the wedges is very instructive indeed. The general strike of the Newark rocks is a little to the west of north,
while the strike of the Catoctin Belt is a little to the east of north.
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Catoctin schist; epidotic and feldspathic. All of these formations are in places reduced to baselevel. The first
three invariably are, unless protected by a harder rock; the next three usually are; the Catoctin schist only in
small parts of its area; the Weverton only along a small part of Catoctin Mountain. The Catoctin Belt itself
may be described as a broad area of Igneous rocks bordered by two lines of Lower Cambrian sandstones and
slates. Over the surface of the igneous rocks are scattered occasional outliers of the Lower Cambrian slate; but
far the greater part of the surface of the belt is covered by the igneous rocks. The belt as a whole may be
regarded as an anticline, the igneous rocks constituting the core, the Lower Cambrian the flanks, and the
Silurian and Newark the adjoining zones. The outcrops of the Lower Cambrian rocks are in synclines, as a
rule, and are complicated by many faults. The igneous rocks have also been much folded and crumpled, but on
account of their lack of distinctive beds the details of folds can not well be traced among them. They are the
oldest rocks in the Catoctin Belt and occupy most of its area. They are also prominent from their unusual
character and rarity. An important class of rocks occurring in the Catoctin Belt is the sedimentary series. It is
all included in the Cambrian period and consists of limestone, shale, sandstone and conglomerate. The two
border zones of the Catoctin Belt, however, contain also rocks of the Silurian and Juratrias periods. In general,
the sediments are sandy and calcareous in the Juratrias area, and sandy in the Catoctin Belt. They have been
the theme of considerable literature, owing to their great extent and prominence in the topography. Granite
The granite in the southern portion of the County is very important in point of extent, almost as much so as the
diabase in the same section. The areas of granite are, as a rule, long narrow belts, a vary greatly in width. The
mineralogical composition of the granite is quite constant over large areas. Six varieties can be distinguished,
however, each with a considerable areal extent. The essential constituents are quartz, orthoclase and
plagioclase, and the addition to these of biotite, garnet, epidote, blue quartz and hornblende, five types are
formed. All these types are holocrystalline, and range in texture from coarse granite with augen an inch long
down to a fine epidote granite with scarcely visible crystals. Loudoun Formation Among the various Cambrian
formations of the Catoctin Belt there are wide differences in uniformity and composition. In none is it mare
manifest than in the first or Loudoun formation. This was theoretically to be expected, for first deposits upon a
crystalline foundation represent great changes and transition periods of adjustment among new currents and
sources of supply. The Loudoun formation, indeed, runs the whole gamut of sedimentary possibilities, and that
within very short geographical limits. Five miles northwest of Aldie the Loudoun formation comprises
limestone, slate, sandy slate, sandstone, and conglomerate with pebbles as large as hickory nuts. These amount
in thickness to fully feet, while less than three miles to the east the entire formation is represented by eight or
ten feet of black slate. The name of the Loudoun formation is given on account of the frequent occurrence of
all its variations in Loudoun County. Throughout the entire extent of the Catoctin Belt, and especially through
its central portions, the Loudoun formation has frequent beds of sandstone, conglomerate, and limestone. The
limestones occur as lenses along two lines; one immediately west of Catoctin Mountain, the other three or four
miles east of the Blue Ridge. Along the western range the limestone lenses extend only to the Potomac. There
they are shown on both sides of the river, and have been worked in either place for agricultural lime. Only the
refuse of the limestone now remains, but the outcrops have been extant until recent years. Along the eastern
line the limestone lenses extend across the Potomac and into Maryland for about one mile, and it is along this
belt that they are the most persistent and valuable. As a rule they are altered from limestone into marble, and at
one point they have been worked for commercial purposes. Nearly every outcrop has been opened, however,
for agricultural lime. Where Goose Creek crosses this belt a quarry has been opened and good marble taken
out, but want of transportation facilities has prevented any considerable development. The relation between
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marble and schist is very perfectly shown at an old quarry west of Leesburg. The marble occupies two beds in
schist, and between the two rocks there is gradation of composition. In none of the western belts are the
calcareous beds recrystallized into marbles, but all retain their original character of blue and dove-colored
limestone. None of them however, is of great thickness and none of great linear extent. The Loudoun
formation, of course, followed a period of erosion of the Catoctin Belt, since it is the first subaqueous deposit.
It is especially developed with respect to thickness and coarseness to the west of Catoctin Mountain.
Elsewhere the outcrops are almost entirely black slate. This is true along the Blue Ridge, through almost its
entire length, and also through the entire length of the Catoctin Mountain. On the latter range it is doubtful if
this formation exceeds feet in thickness at any point. Along the Blue Ridge it may, and probably does, in
places, reach feet in thickness. The distribution of the coarse varieties coincides closely with the areas of
greatest thickness and also with the synclines in which no Weverton sandstone appears. The conglomerates of
the Loudoun formation are composed of epidotic schist, andesite, quartz, granite, epidote, and jasper pebble,
embedded in a matrix of black slate and are very limited it extent. Weverton Sandstone The formation next
succeeding the Loudoun formation is the Weverton sandstone. It is so named on account of its prominent
outcrops in South Mountain, near Weverton, Maryland and consists entirely of siliceous fragments, mainly
quartz and feldspar. Its texture varies from a very fine, pure sandstone to a moderately coarse conglomerate,
but, in general, it is a sandstone. As a whole, its color is white and varies but little; the coarse beds have a
grayish color in most places Frequent bands and streaks of bluish black and black are added to the white
sandstones, especially along the southern portion of the Blue Ridge. The appearance of the rock is not
modified by the amount of feldspar which it contains. From the distribution of these various fragments,
inconspicuous as they are, considerable can be deduced in regard to the environment of the Weverton
sandstone. The submergence of the Catoctin Belt was practically complete, because the Weverton sandstone
nowhere touches the crystalline rocks. Perhaps it were better stated that submergence was complete in the
basins in which Weverton sandstone now appears. Beyond these basins, however, it is questionable if the
submergence was complete, because in the Weverton sandstone itself are numerous fragments which could
have been derived only from the granite masses. These fragments consist of blue quartz, white quartz, and
feldspar. The blue quartz fragments are confined almost exclusively to the outcrops of the Weverton sandstone
in the Blue Ridge South of the Potomac, and are rarely found on Catoctin. The general grouping of the
Loudoun formation into two classes of deposit 1 , the fine slates associated with the Weverton sandstone, and
2 , the course sandstones occurring In deep synclines with no Weverton, raises the question of the unity of that
formation. The evidence on this point is manifold and apparently conclusive. The general composition of the
two is the same i. They are similarly metamorphosed in different localities. The upper parts of the thicker
series are slates identical in appearance with the slates under the Weverton, which presumably represent the
upper Loudoun. A marked change in the thickness of the Weverton sandstone occurs along Catoctin
Mountain, the formation diminishing from 4, to feet in a few miles. This plainly indicates shore conditions,
and the nature of the accompanying change of constituent material locates the direction of the shore. This
change is a decrease of the feldspar amounting to elimination at the Potomac. As the feldspar, which is
granular at the shore, is soon reduced to fine clay and washed away, the direction of its disappearance is the
direction of deep water. Thus the constitution and thickness of the Weverton sandstone unite in showing the
existence of land not far northeast of Catoctin Mountain during Weverton deposition. Aside from this marked
change in thickness, none of unusual extent appears in the Weverton sandstone over the remainder of the
Catoctin Belt. While this is partly due to lack of complete sections, yet such as are complete show a
substantial uniformity. The sections of the Blue Ridge out crops range around feet, and those of the Catoctin
line are in the vicinity of This permanent difference in thickness along the two lines can be attributed to an
eastward thinning of the formation, thus, however, implying a shore to the west of the Blue Ridge line. It can
also be attributed to the existence of a barrier between the two, and this agrees with the deductions from the
constituent fragments. Newark System An epoch of which a sedimentary record remains in the region of the
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Catoctin Belt is one of submergence and deposition, the Newark or Juratrias. The formation, though developed
in the Piedmont plain, bears upon the history of the Catoctin Belt by throwing light on the periods of
degradation, deposition, igneous injection, and deformation that have involved them both. At the Potomac
River it is about 4 miles in width, at the latitude of Leesburg about 40 miles in width, and thence it spreads
towards the east until its maximum width is, perhaps, 45 miles. The area of the Newark formation is, of
course, a feature of erosion, as far as its present form is concerned. In regard to its former extent little can be
said, except what can be deduced from the materials of the formation itself. Three miles southeast of Aldie and
the end of Bun Run Mountain a ridge of Newark sandstone rises to feet. The same ridge at its northern end,
near Goose Creek, attains feet and carries a gravel cap. One mile south of the Potomac River a granite ridge
rises from the soluble Newark rocks to the same elevation. As a whole the formation is a large body of red
calcareous and argillaceous sandstone and shale. Into this, along the northern portion of the Catoctin Belt, are
intercalated considerable wedges or lenses of limestone conglomerate. At many places also gray feldspathic
sandstones and basal conglomerates appear. The limestone conglomerate is best developed from the Potomac
to Leesburg, and from that region southward rapidly diminishes until it is barely represented at the south end
of Catoctin Mountain. The conglomerate is made up of pebbles of limestone of varying sizes, reaching in
some cases a foot in diameter, but, as a rule, averaging about 2 or 3 inches. The pebbles are usually well
rounded, but sometimes show considerable angles. The pebbles of limestone range in color from gray to blue
and dark blue, and occasionally pebbles of a fine white marble are seen; with rare exceptions also pebbles of
Catoctin schist and quartz occur. They are embedded in a red calcareous matrix, sometimes with a slight
admixture of sand. As a rule the entire mass is calcareous. The conglomerate occurs, as has been said, in
lenses or wedges in the sandstone ranging from 1 foot to feet in thickness, or possibly even greater. They
disappear through complete replacement by sandstone at the same horizon. The wedge may thin out to a
feather edge or may be bodily replaced upon its strike by sandstone; one method is perhaps as common as the
other. The arrangement of the wedges is very instructive indeed. The general strike of the Newark rocks is a
little to the west of north, while the strike of the Catoctin Belt is a little to the east of north. The two series,
therefore, if extended, would cross each other at an angle of 20 to 30 degrees. The conglomerate wedges are
collected along the west side of the Newark Belt and in contact usually with the Weverton sandstone.
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Habits The earliest permanent settlements of Loudoun having been separately noted in the foregoing
paragraphs a generalized description of the habits, customs, and dress of these settlers, as well as their
unorganized pioneer predecessors and the steady promiscuous stream of homeseekers that poured into the
County until long after the Revolution, will now be attempted. Waterford Virginia farm The early settlers,
with but one class exception, had no costly tastes to gratify, no expensive habits to indulge, and neither
possessed nor cared for luxuries. Their subsistence, such as they required, cost but little of either time or labor.
The corn from which they made their bread came forth from the prolific soil almost at the touch of their rude
plows. Their cattle and hogs found abundant sustenance in the broad pastures which, in the summer, yielded
the richest grass, and in the woods where, in the fall, the ground was strewn with acorns and other like
provender. The pioneer lived roughly; the German from the Palatinate kept house like the true peasant that he
was; the planter lived somewhat more sumptuously and luxuriously; but, in nearly every case, the table was
liberally supplied. Hominy, milk, corn-bread, and smoked or jerked meats seem to have been most popular
with the humbler classes. Ice was not stored for summer use, fruits were few and not choice, and the
vegetables limited; our ancestors, at that time, having no acquaintance with the tomato, cauliflower egg-plant,
red-pepper, okra, and certain other staple vegetables of today. The Indians had schooled them in the
preparation of succotash with the beans grown among the corn, and they raised melons, squashes, and
pumpkins in abundance. Corn for bread was broken in a mortar and ground in a grater or hand-mill. Mills, in
the early days, were few and far apart, some of the back-settlers being compelled to travel many miles for their
grist. This condition gave origin to the adage "first come first served," and frequently carried the late arrivals
over night and, at times, prolonged the trip to procure a few bushels of meal three or four days. The building
of a good mill, it must be confessed, was hailed with greater satisfaction than the erection of a church. They
had no money and their scant furniture was essentially crude, sometimes including a few pewter dishes and
plates and spoons, but usually nothing beyond wooden bowls, trenchers, and noggins, with gourds and
squashes daintily cut. The horse trough served as a wash-basin, and water buckets were seldom seen. The
family owning an iron pot and a kitchen table were esteemed rich and extravagant, and china and crockery
ware were at once practically unknown and uncraved. Feather-beds and bedsteads were equally eschewed,
these hardy men who had conquered the wilderness not disdaining, when night came, to sleep upon a dirt floor
with a bear-skin for covering. With muscles of iron and hearts of oak, they united a tenderness for the weak
and a capability for self-sacrifice worthy of an ideal knight of chivalry; and their indomitable will, which
recognized no obstacle as insuperable, was equaled only by their rugged integrity which regarded dishonesty
as an offense as contemptible as cowardice. For many years they dwelt beyond the pale of governmental
restraint, nor did they need the presence of either courts or constables. Crimes against person, property, or
public order were of so infrequent occurrence as to be practically unheard of. In moral endowments even if not
in mental attainments-these sturdy pioneers of Loudoun were, it must be admitted, vastly superior to many of
those who followed them when better facilities for transportation rendered the County more accessible.
Society before and for many years after the Revolution was easy, agreeable, and somewhat refined. Traveling
was slow, difficult, and expensive. For society, the inhabitants were mainly dependent upon themselves; the
ties of social life were closely drawn. Books, newspapers, and magazines were rare; men and women read less,
but talked more, and wrote longer and more elaborate letters than now. The gentlemen had their clubs and
exclusive social gatherings, sometimes too convivial in their character, and occasionally a youth of promise
fell a victim to the temptations of a mistaken hospitality. If anyone fell behind through sickness or other
misfortune, his neighbors would cheerfully proffer their services, often making of the occasion a frolic and
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mingling labor with amusement. On days set apart for the pulling of flax and wheat-cutting, the neighbors and
their children assembled in happy mood and as cheerfully applied themselves to their gratuitous tasks. While
the men were pulling the flax or reaping and shocking the wheat, the women at the house were preparing the
harvest-noon feast. The rough table, for which the side and bottom boards of a wagon were frequently used,
was placed when practicable under the shade of a spreading tree in the yard. The visitors contributed from
their meager store such additional dishes, knives, forks, and spoons as were needed. Around the table, seated
on benches, stools, or splint-bottom chairs, with such appetites as could only be gained from honest toil in the
open field, the company partook of the bounties set before them. These consisted, in addition to the
never-failing corn-bread and bacon, of bear and deer meat, turkey, or other game in season, and an abundance
of vegetables which they called " roughness. The dough was spread over the boards which were then placed
before the fire; after one side was browned, the cake was reversed and the unbaked side turned toward the
flames. However strictly it might be abstained from at other times, a harvest without whisky was like a dance
without a fiddle. It was partaken of by all--each one, male and female, drinking from the bottle and passing it
to his or her nearest neighbor. Drinking vessels were dispensed with as mere idle superfluities. Dinner over,
the company scattered, the elders withdrawing In a body and seating or stretching themselves upon the
ground. After the filling and lighting of the inevitable pipe, conversation would become general. The news of
the day-not always, as may be imagined, very recent-was commented upon, and then, as now, political
questions were sagely and earnestly discussed. Stories, mainly of adventure, were told; hairbreadth escapes
from Indian massacre recounted and the battles of late wars fought again beneath the spreading branches of the
trees. Meanwhile, the boys and girls wandered off in separate and smaller groups, singing and playing and
making love much in the manner of today. Another amusement of those days, and one that did not fall into
disfavor for many years thereafter, was what was known as "shucking bees. Stacks of corn in the husk were
piled upon the ground near the crib where the golden ears were finally to be stored. Upon the assemblage of
the guests, those with proud records as corn-huskers were appointed leaders, they in turn filling the ranks of
their respective par- ties by selection from the company present, the choice going to each in rotation. The corn
was divided into approximately equal piles1 one of which was assigned to each party. The contest was then
begun with much gusto and the party first shucking its allotment declared the winner. The lucky finder of a red
ear was entitled to a kiss from the girls. Supper always followed this exciting contest and after supper came
the dance. Stripped of dishes, the tables were quickly drawn aside and the room swept by eager hands. Then
came the struggle for partners and the strife to be "first on the floor. They consumed an enormous quantity of
liquors in proportion to their numbers, and drank indiscriminately, at all hours of the day and night. West India
rum was the favorite drink of the people, because the cheapest, and was bought by the puncheon. Most every
cellar, especially in the Cavalier settlements, had its barrel of cider, Bordeaux and sherry and Madeira wines,
French brandies, delicate Holland gins, cordials, syrups, and every sort of ale and beer. Drunkenness was so
common as to excite no comment, and drinking after dinner and at parties was always hard, prolonged, and
desperate, so that none but the most seasoned old topers-the judges, squires, and parsons of six-bottle capacity
ever escaped with their sea-legs in an insurable condition. While a large proportion of the home-seekers that
had settled in the County immediately after the Revolution had received a rudimentary education, and had
lived among communities which may be said to have been comparatively cultured, most of them were hardy,
rough, uncultivated back woodsmen, accustomed only to the ways of the frontier and camp. Many of them had
served in the war of the Revolution and all of them in the border wars with the Indians. Their habits and
manners were plain, simple, and unostentatious. Their clothing was generally made of the dressed skins of the
deer, wolf, or fox, while those of the buffalo and elk supplied them with covering for their feet and heads.
Their log-cabins were destitute of glass, nails, hinges, or locks. Education during the early settlements
received but little attention in Loudoun, and school-houses, always of logs, were scarcely to be seen. Schools
were sometimes opened at private houses or at the residence of the teacher; but "book larnin" was considered
too impracticable to be of much value. While the standard of morality,commercial as well as social, was of a
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high order,few of these settlers were members of any church. Many of them, however, had been reared in
religions communities by Christian parents; had been taught to regard the Sabbath as a day of worship, and
had been early impressed with a sense of the necessity of religious faith and practice. Some of the prominent
citizens encouraged these views by occasionally holding meetings in their cabins, at which the scriptures and
sometimes sermons were read and hymns sung, but no prayers were offered. The restraining and molding
influence of these early Christian efforts upon the habits and morals of the people was in every respect
whole-some and beneficial. The attention of the people was arrested and turned to the study and investigation
of moral and religions questions, and direction was given to the contemplation of higher thoughts and the
pursuit of a better life. In the meantime, other elements were introduced which effected a radical change in the
habits of the people for both good and evil. The first settlers lived in the country, in the woods and wilds,
whose "clearings" were far apart. Not one in ten of them had dwelt in any town, or even visited one having as
many as a thousand inhabitants. And now there came the merchant, the lawyer, the doctor, and the mechanic
who resided in the towns which began to grow and to take on new life. Most of these had enjoyed superior
advantages, so far as related to education and that worldly wisdom which comes from experience in older
communities. Some of them had come from across the ocean and others from the large American cities,
bringing with them manners, customs, furniture, and wares, of which the like had never been seen by the
oldest inhabitant. And thus were gradually introduced the methods and appliances of a more advanced
civilization. The pioneer and his wife, hearing of these things, would occasionally "go to town" to "see the
sights," and would there discover that there were many useful and convenient articles for the farm and kitchen
which might be procured in exchange for their corn, bacon, eggs, honey; and hides; and although the shrewd
merchant was careful to exact his cent per cent, the prices asked were little heeded by the purchaser who was
as ignorant of the value of the commodities offered as he was delighted with the novelty and apparent
usefulness. Dress The subject of dress is approached with reluctance and its description diffidently essayed.
But the task has seemed mandatory as the manners of a people can not otherwise be fully understood. The
stately, ceremonious intercourse of the sexes, the stiff and elaborate walk of Loudoun men and women of
Colonial and post-Revolutionary times traceable almost solely to the costuming of that period. How could
ladies dance anything but the stately minuet, when their heads were veritable pyramids of pasted hair
surmounted by turbans, when their jeweled stomachers and tight-laced stays held their bodies as tightly as
would a vise, when their high-heeled shoes were as unyielding as if made of wood, at their trails of taffeta,
often as much as fifteen yards long, Dane great feathered head-dresses compelled them to turn round as slowly
as strutting peacocks? How could the men, with their buckram-stiffened coat-shirts, execute any other dance,
when their elaborate powdered wigs compelled them to carry their hats under their arms, and their swords
concurrently required dexterous management for the avoidance of tripping and mortifying falls? Children were
laced in stays and made to wear chin supports, gaps, and pads so as to give them the graceful carriage
necessary to the wearing of all this weight of stiff and elaborate costume, which was all of a piece with the
character of the assemblies and other evening entertainments, the games of cards-basset, bo, piquet, and
whist-with the dancing, the ceremonious public life of nearly every class of society, with even the elaborate
funeral ceremonies, and the sedulousness with which "persons of quality" thought it incumbent upon
themselves to maintain the distinctions of rank as symbolized in costume. The tie-wig, bob-wig, bag-wig,
night-cap-wig, and riding-wig were worn by the gentleman of quality as occasion required. At times he wore,
also, a small three-cornered cocked hat, felt or beaver elaborately laced with gold or silver galleon. If he
walked, as to church or court, he carried, in addition to his sword, a gold or ivory-headed cane, at least five
feet long, and wore square-toed, "low-quartered" shoes with paste or silver buckles. His stockings, no matter
what the material, were tightly stretched over his calves and carefully gartered at the knee. If he rode, he wore
boots instead of shoes and carried a stout riding whip. About his neck was a white cravat of great amplitude,
with abundant hanging ends of lace. His waist-coat was made with great flaps extending nearly down to the
knee and bound with gold or silver lace. They were plainly made and fitted tightly, buckling at the knee. At
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home, a black velvet skull-cap sometimes usurped the place of the wig and a damask dressing-gown lined with
silk supplanted the coat, the feet being made easy in fancy morocco slippers. Judges on the bench often wore
robes of scarlet faced with black velvet in winter, and black silk gowns in summer. The substantial planter and
burgher dressed well but were not so particular about their wigs, of which they probably owned no more than
one, kept for visiting and for Sabbath use. They usually yielded to the custom koshering heads, however, and
wore white linen caps under their hats. During the Re voluntary War wigs were scare and costly, linen was
almost unobtainable and the practice of shaving heads accordingly fell rapidly into destitute. About his neck
he wore a white linen stock, fastening with a buckle at the back. His coat was of cloth, broad-backed, with
flap-pockets, and his waist-coat, of the same stuff, extended to his knees. He wore short breeches with brass or
silver knee-buckles, red or blue garters, and rather stout, coarse leather shoes, strapped over the quarter. He
wore no sword, but often carried a staff, and knew how to use it to advantage. Mechanics, laborers and
servants wore leather-breeches and aprons, sagathy coats, osnaburg shirts and hair-shag jackets coarse shoes,
and worsted or Jean stockings, knit at home.
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