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I applied for mine in early and received it in May I have heard from several other veterans who have received
their ID cards. The VA has stated it can take up to 60 days to receive your ID card, so please be patient with
the process. You can apply here , or scroll down for a tutorial on how to apply. This guide will discuss the new
Veterans ID Card, who is eligible to apply for the VIC, provide a tutorial to show you how to apply for the
new VIC, and provide additional methods for proving your military service if you are still waiting to apply for
the VIC or have not yet received it. President Obama signed the act into law on July 20, The bill authorized
the VA to issue ID cards as soon as early , but the process took much more time to develop and implement.
While this seems like a fairly simple process on the surface, there is a lot that needed to be established behind
the scenes. The VA had to establish the processes to verify military service, design an ID card, ensure they
have the procedures, materials, and personnel in place. Delays pushed back the initial issue date until
November Even then, unexpected issues caused multiple delays, and many veterans had to submit their email
to a waiting list before being able to apply for their VIC. These include a VA Health Identification Card used
for health care if eligible , or a state-issued drivers license with a Veterans Designation most, but not all states
currently offer this. Best practices for avoiding identity theft recommend leaving your SSN and other
personally identifying information in a locked and secure place to avoid potential loss. Veterans must have an
honorable discharge to be eligible for this ID Card. Learn more about how to get your discharge rating
upgraded. The new ID cards will only be valid for proving military service. The new cards cannot be used for
benefits through the VA , to access military installations, or to receive other military or veterans benefits.
These ID Cards will include a photo of the veteran, their name, and a non-Social Security identification
number. The Veterans ID Card is only to be used for proving your military service. So many military
members, retirees, or other veterans may not need to apply for a VIC if they have another official ID card that
proves their military service. Shortly afterward, the VA announced they were unable to process ID card
requests due to the overwhelming response. Veterans were instructed to submit their email address on a
waiting list to be notified when the VA would be able to resume processing applications. I received a
notification in January that the VA was again processing applications. You can apply for the ID card at the VA
website. Due to the high volume of requests, many veterans were instructed to place their name on a waiting
list. However, there may still be a waiting list as the VA works through the backlog of applications. Keep in
mind it can also take up to 60 days to receive your ID card once you submit your application and it has been
approved. Please note there is a very high volume of applications and there may be delays before cards are
issued. Veterans who apply for a card should receive it within 60 days and can check the delivery status of
their cards at vets. My Veterans ID Card took almost 3 months to be issued. The VA has announced the
application process will be online on this website. Due to high traffic volumes, the VA requires veterans to
add their email address to a waiting list. Many veterans have reported waiting several weeks before being able
to apply for the VIC. I recently received the email and completed the application process. Applying for your
Veterans ID Card: The ID card is used to verify your identity against the veteran database verified by ID. A
photo of yourself File size limit for each image is 3MB. The photo of yourself must meet the following
specifications similar to a passport photo, so if you have one of those, you can use that. Be of the same person.
Color photo, 2 x 2 inches in size. Sized such that the top of the head and the neck or sides of the face are not
cropped this is the typical size of a passport photo. Be taken within the last 6 months. It must be a full front
view of the face with a neutral expression and both eyes open. Provide visibility of the face, head, and
shoulders without cropping any portion of the head or shoulders. Not contain sunglasses, hats or head
coverings unless the individual submits a letter that it is traditional religious attire. Have full visibility of the
face with no shadows or obscured hairline. Not have visible headphones or wireless hands-free devices. Be
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taken on plain white paper or an off-white background. You should be able to get an image fairly easily if you
have a decent cell phone. Have someone take your photo or take a selfie and crop the image to size.
Otherwise, you can go to Costco, Wal-Mart, or some other location to get a passport photo taken. Create or
Log in to Your Vets. I had to create an account, which took about 3 minutes. Creating an account requires
verifying your veteran status, which is done through ID. Here are the instructions provided by the VA: Verify
Your Identity You may need to verify your identity on the vets. There should be a link to click, which will
verify your identity with ID. This usually only takes a click on the page, then the website verifies your veteran
status with the database. You may need to contact VA if you run into issues. I was also asked to link my cell
phone number for dual factor authentication, which provides two methods or verification when logging into a
site. This is where you will enter your information and upload your copy of your ID card and a photo of
yourself. Some of the information, such as your name and address, may already be populated on the
application form. Verify this is correct, then move to the next section. Upload images of your ID card and
Photo: Make sure you have your copies as described above. The following screenshot shows where the images
are uploaded. Here is the preview of my card: Simply click the Request Card button, and your application will
be submitted. You should receive a message stating your VIC application is now pending review. Here is the
final button to click: Initial estimates put the wait time around 60 days to receive your VIC. Here are the most
common methods and availability:
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This Act may be cited as the ''Veterans Entrepreneurship and Act (15 U.S.C. ) is amended by adding at the end the
following: and promotion of policies.
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