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Development[ edit ] George Lucas , the director and writer of Star Wars, shown here in He was unsuccessful
in pitching his idea to several major Hollywood studios because it was "a little strange". Eventually, Lucas
presented the treatment to 20th Century Fox , and the film was approved. This is what led to the fun and
adventurous tone of the space opera. Of course I realize now how crude and badly done they were So I began
researching and went right back and found where Alex Raymond who had done the original Flash Gordon
comic strips in newspapers had got his idea from. I read through that series, then found that what had sparked
Burroughs off was a science-fantasy called Gulliver on Mars , written by Edwin Arnold and published in That
was the first story in this genre that I have been able to trace. Jules Verne had got pretty close, I suppose, but
he never had a hero battling against space creatures or having adventures on another planet. A whole new
genre developed from that idea. Lucas would discard many of these by the time the final script was written,
but he included several names and places in the final script or its sequels. He used these initial names and
ideas to compile a two-page synopsis titled Journal of the Whills, which told the tale of the training of
apprentice CJ Thorpe as a " Jedi -Bendu" space commando by the legendary Mace Windy. They think I do
weirdo films. We had Westerns, pirate movies, all kinds of great things. Where are the romance, the
adventure, and the fun that used to be in practically every movie made? Lucas and Kurtz, in pitching the film,
said that it would be "low-budget, Roger Corman style, and the budget was never going to be more
thanâ€”well, originally we had proposed about 8 million, it ended up being about Both of those figures are
very low budget by Hollywood standards at the time. Although Ladd did not grasp the technical side of the
project, he believed that Lucas was talented. Lucas later stated that Ladd "invested in me, he did not invest in
the movie. All the books and films and comics that I liked when I was a child. The plot is simpleâ€”good
against evilâ€”and the film is designed to be all the fun things and fantasy things I remember. The word for
this movie is fun. He changed Starkiller to an adolescent boy, and he shifted the general into a supporting role
as a member of a family of dwarfs. However, in this draft, the father is a hero who is still alive at the start of
the film. For example, Luke had several brothers, as well as his father, who appears in a minor role at the end
of the film. The script became more of a fairy tale quest as opposed to the action-adventure of the previous
versions. This version ended with another text crawl, previewing the next story in the series. This draft was
also the first to introduce the concept of a Jedi turning to the dark side: Impressed with his works, Lucas hired
conceptual artist Ralph McQuarrie to create paintings of certain scenes around this time. From the Adventures
of Luke Starkiller. This third draft had most of the elements of the final plot, with only some differences in the
characters and settings. The draft characterized Luke as an only child, with his father already dead, replacing
him with a substitute named Ben Kenobi. Lucas worked with his friends Gloria Katz and Willard Huyck to
revise the fourth draft into the final pre-production script. There are certain traditional aspects of the genre I
wanted to keep and help perpetuate in Star Wars. It goes on forever. Let me sit down and write this for you. A
Space Odyssey , to conceptualize the initial spacecraft models; Alex Tavoularis to create the preliminary
conceptual storyboard sketches of early scripts; and Ralph McQuarrie to visualize the characters, costumes,
props and scenery. Two years later, after completing American Graffiti, Lucas approached McQuarrie and
asked him if he would be interested "in doing something for Star Wars. He commissioned production
designers John Barry and Roger Christian , who were working on the sets of the film Lucky Lady when Lucas
first approached them, to work on the production sets. Christian recounted in George was going right against
that. Although Lucas initially provided funds using his earnings from American Graffiti, it was inadequate. As
they could not afford to dress the sets, Christian was forced to use unconventional methods and materials to
achieve the desired look. He suggested that Lucas use scrap in making the dressings, and the director agreed. I
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used to do it with models when I was a kid. Christian wanted the interior of the Falcon to look like that of a
submarine. The massive rebel hangar set was housed at a second sound stage at Shepperton Studios ; the stage
was the largest in Europe at the time. Most of the visual effects used pioneering digital motion control
photography developed by John Dykstra and his team, which created the illusion of size by employing small
models and slowly moving cameras. However, since the film is a fairy tale , as he had described, "I still
wanted it to have an ethereal quality, yet be well composed and, also, have an alien look. To achieve this, he
hired the British cinematographer Gilbert Taylor. However, he eventually withdrew to work on the Vincente
Minnelli -directed A Matter of Time instead, which "really annoy[ed]" Kurtz. On his decision, Lucas said: His
lighting suggestions were rejected by Taylor, who believed that Lucas was overstepping his boundaries by
giving specific instructions, sometimes even moving lights and cameras himself. Taylor refused to use the
soft-focus lenses and gauze Lucas wanted after Fox executives complained about the look. Gary Kurtz
traveled to the Philippines to scout locations; however, because of the idea of spending months filming in the
jungle would make Lucas "itchy", the director refined his vision and made Tatooine a desert planet instead.
When principal photography began on March 22, , in the Tunisian desert for the scenes on Tatooine, the
project faced several problems. It was all a gray mess, and the robots were just a blur. But George saw it
differently, so we tried using nets and other diffusion. He asked to set up one shot on the robots with a mm,
and the sand and sky just mushed together. Kenny Baker , who portrayed R2-D2, said: The film studio was the
only one of its kind in Britain or America that could cater nine large stages at the same time and allow the
company complete freedom to use its own personnel. He said that "they were all black and gray, with really no
opportunities for lighting at all". To resolve the problem, he worked the lighting into the sets by chopping in
its walls, ceiling and floors. The lighting approach Taylor devised "allowed George to shoot in almost any
direction without extensive relighting, which gave him more freedom. The moon Yavin 4 , which acted as the
rebel base in the film, was filmed in the Mayan temples at Tikal , Guatemala. Lucas selected the location as a
potential filming site after seeing a poster of it hanging at a travel agency while he was filming in Britain. This
inspired him to send a film crew to Guatemala in March to shoot scenes. While filming in Tikal, the crew paid
locals with a six pack of beer to watch over the camera equipment for several days. His directions to the actors
usually consisted of the words "faster" and "more intense". At the same time, after production fell behind
schedule, Ladd told Lucas he had to finish production within a week or he would be forced to shut down
production. Kurtz said that "it came out to be like 9. At one point, the project became so demanding that Lucas
was diagnosed with hypertension and exhaustion and was warned to reduce his stress level. According to an
article in Star Wars Insider No. Richard Chew found the film to have a lethargic pace and to have been cut in a
by-the-book manner: He found that the pace was dictated by the actors instead of the cuts. Hirsch and Chew
worked on two reels simultaneously. The most significant material cut was a series of scenes from the first
part of the film which served to introduce the character of Luke Skywalker. There were too many story lines to
keep straight: So we simplified it by taking out Luke and Biggs". The company had spent half of its budget on
four shots that Lucas deemed unacceptable.
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To the west, at the other side of Pancras Road, is St Pancras railway station. The river flowed along what is
now the west side of Pancras Road until it was rerouted underground in The design comprised two great
arched train sheds , with a brick structure at the south end designed to reflect the arches behind. Originally
there was only one arrival and one departure platform. The station, the biggest in England, opened on 14
October They have been numbered 1 to 8 since It was followed by a connection to the Metropolitan line on 1
February An iron footbridge was built halfway down the train shed to connect all the platforms. Commercial
traffic was further impeded by having to cross over on-level running lines to reach the goods yard. One person
was killed and another was severely injured. One such incident in July suspended all traffic from the station
for more than four hours, which happened at no other London terminus. Where possible, trains were parked in
tunnels in the event of enemy aircraft overhead. The LNER made improvements to various amenities,
including toilets and dressing rooms underneath what is now platform 8. Engine shortages meant that up to 2,
people had to be accommodated on each train. Twelve people were killed; the death total would have been
higher if the blast had occurred during a busy period. Two people were killed and 25 were injured. Services
were not fully restored until 23 February. Diesel services were introduced during the s when steam was being
phased out. All main line services were converted to diesel by June The track layout was simplified in the s
by reusing an old flyover for freight near the Copenhagen Tunnels at Holloway, and reducing the number of
running lanes through the Gas Works tunnels from six to four. At the same time, electrification started with
the installation of a 25kV overhead line to cater for suburban services as part of the Great Northern Suburban
Electrification project. The extension was demolished in late , [45] revealing the Lewis Cubitt architecture.
The service proved to be popular, and the station saw regular queues across the concourse to board departing
trains. The escalator burnt up and much of the tube station caught fire with smoke spreading to the main line
station, killing 31 people. After six years of design work, the plans were abandoned, and the international
terminal was constructed at St. The steel structure of the roof, engineered by Arup , has been described as
being "like some kind of reverse waterfall, a white steel grid that swoops up from the ground and cascades
over your head". Pancras railway station is to the right. This includes rationalisation of the tracks, reopening
the third tunnel to the approach of the station and closure of platform In the other direction, trains from
Moorgate came off the Widened Lines via the Hotel Curve, [22] to platform 16 latterly renumbered 14 which
rose to the main line level. The station remained in occasional use until it was completely closed on 5 March
The station opened in but was never profitable and closed in
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