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July 18, Meaning and context in language teaching As language teachers, we would want to engage our
students to acquire language meaningfully, to negotiate meaning and get their messages through. We do that in
activities involving reading and listening comprehension as well as other activities. But does teaching of
formal properties of language through grammatical and vocabulary explanations satisfy these needs? It is
doubtful that such a teaching would yield any positive results as it overlooks an important aspect of language,
that aspect which takes context as an essential part in the construction of meaning. As a matter of fact any
teaching that takes usage, the formal properties of language, as the only aspect to be taught will fail to develop
adequate language skills in learners. What does context mean? Meaning is created not only through what
speakers say to each other but also through what they do with words to satisfy the needs of their social
environment. Meaning involves linguistic and situational factors where the context of language use is
essential. This contextual use of language is what makes language unique to humans. Types of context
Context means a variety of things. Context can be linguistic, involving the linguistic environment of a
language item, as well as situational, involving extra linguistic elements that contribute to the construction of
meaning. Linguistic context Linguistic context or verbal context refers to the linguistic environment in which
a word is used within a text. In other words, to determine the meaning of an item, it is necessary to know
whether the item is a noun, a verb, an adjective or an adverb, functioning as a subject, a predicate or a
complement. This information gives important clues to the meaning of the text. But it is not sufficient to
provide a full understanding of utterances. Colorless green ideas sleep furiously. Meaning involves more than
the grammatical description and goes beyond the scope of grammar to an understanding of the situational
context that involves individual beliefs and knowledge of the world. Pragmatic or situational context Part of
the pragmatic context is what makes it coherent, those elements that tell us who and what we are talking
about. This is achieved by using features such as the use of deictic, anaphoric and cataphoric elements as well
as other information implied in the text. Meaning can be inferred from the linguistic elements surrounding a
word. By the same token, a sentence like the following: When she arrived home, Nancy watched TV involves
a cataphoric use of the pronoun she. Without a the presence of the subsequent linguistic elements of the
sentence one would be unable to know that she refers to Nancy. There are of course other pragmatic elements
that contribute to the meaning of sentences. The meaning of these expressions is fixed but what they denote
depends on the time and place where the utterance is used. In the following sentence here is deictic referring to
the place where the speaker lives: Meaning can also be related to social variables involved in language use.
Notions of politeness, shared beliefs, cultural features and social organization play an important role in the
interpretation of meaning. For example the participants in the following conversations have different social
status which is reflected in their utterances: Buckingham, but can I talk to you for a minute? Hey Bucky, got a
minute? The speakers are using markers that show social distance and power relationships. Unless we go
beyond the text to infer these variables, meaning will not be fully attained. As has been demonstrated, context
may give important information in the interpretation of meaning. It is not enough to understand meaning of
words to actually get the meaning of discourse. It is important to know why one has to say what to whom and
where. Werth summarizes this as follows: The context of a piece of language â€¦ is its surrounding
environment. But this can include as little as the articulatory movements immediately before and after it, or as
much as the whole universe with its past and future. But what kind of activities would be suitable and include
both the linguistic and pragmatic dimension of language? References Chomsky, Noam Representing
Conceptual Space in Discourse.
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I define Families and Individuals in Societal contexts to just simply be how families react to different systems.
Microsystem, Mesosystem, Exosystem, Macrosystem and Chronosystems. Academic Preparation Human
Needs: It is pretty much a circle graph with four rings inside. I grasped the importance of what each group has
on an individual and families. In my anthropology class I was able to put the Ecological Theory in a different
prospective, that being on how different cultures around the world feel about the systems around them. I was
able to see how different countries and diversities see education, religion, family and government in their own
eyes and why. When it comes to Youth and Crime I learned the different laws and reasons why youth and
crime are such a hot topic. I also learned how to help teens stay out of trouble and have healthy activities to do
that tie in with the Ecological Theory. You have to look at the whole picture before assuming both youth and
crime go hand in hand. I used to volunteer at the Bread Basket here in Manhattan Ks. They are an agency that
works with the community to collect non-perishable items such as canned foods, toiletries and other
necessities for those in need. I can say that the bread basket and the ecological systems theory fit together. The
bread basket is a community service for those who are in need of food and help. In the ecological systems
theory chart that would fall into the Exosystem slot of the graph. Being a lifeguard comes with more than just
a sweet tan, it is such a perfect job to just watch how families act in public places not to be a creep or
anything. We are like a fly on the wall and families forget we are even there so it is so fascinating to see how
they act in such a public setting. Reflection Reflecting back on some of the theories I have learned in class
there is one that fits perfect with Families and Individuals in Societal Context. That theory is Ecological
Systems Theory. This helps us understand how and why individuals act and behave the way they do in societal
contexts. The second level is Microsystem which consists of family, peers and teachers. The next level being
Mesosystem this level consists of religious groups, schools and neighborhoods. The third level is Exosystem
consisting of local government, social media and work places. The fifth level I learned in class goes on the
side and it is Chronosystems: So putting all of that into Families and Individuals in Societal Context is quite
easy if you think about it. Going back to my volunteer work I did with the bread basket I can see that the bread
basket can be placed as a community resource and fall into the Exosystem level of the Ecological Systems
Theory. I was able to help out a level of the Ecological System and learn why they are there in the first place.
As well being a part of the levels on the chart my lifeguarding experience taught me the actual why people
interact with each other in public settings. I was able to be in that smaller and more intimate level instead of
the bigger level. I was able to see how individuals and families reacted to one another at the pool, it was an
everyday thing. I was not only able to see how families react in a public setting but individuals as well.
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illustrates the limitations of personal orientations while demonstrating how seeing contexts.

High and Low Context of Cultures: High and Low Here is another concept that will help you pull together a
lot of the material you have read so far about culture. It is called "high context" and "low context" and was
created by the same anthropologist who developed the concepts of polychronic and monochronic time. They
complement each other and provide a broad framework for looking at culture. One thing to remember is that
few cultures, and the people in them, are totally at one end of the spectrum or the other. They usually fall
somewhere in between and may have a combination of high and low context characteristics. How things get
done depends on relationships with people and attention to group process. Social structure and authority are
centralized; responsibility is at the top. Person at top works for the good of the group. Association
Relationships begin and end quickly. Things get done by following procedures and paying attention to the
goal. Social structure is decentralized; responsibility goes further down is not concentrated at the top.
Interaction High use of nonverbal elements; voice tone, facial expression, gestures, and eye movement carry
significant parts of conversation. Verbal message is implicit; context situation, people, nonverbal elements is
more important than words. Interaction Low use of nonverbal elements. Message is carried more by words
than by nonverbal means. Verbal message is explicit. Context is less important than words. Verbal message is
direct; one spells things out exactly. One withdraws from conflict with another and gets on with the task.
Focus is on rational solutions, not personal ones. Territoriality Space is compartmentalized and privately
owned; privacy is important, so people are farther apart. Temporality Everything has its own time. Time is not
easily scheduled; needs of people may interfere with keeping to a set time. What is important is that activity
gets done. Things are rooted in the past, slow to change, and stable. Time is a process; it belongs to others and
to nature. What is important is that activity is done efficiently. One can make change and see immediate
results. Time is a commodity to be spent or saved. Multiple sources of information are used. Thinking is
deductive, proceeds from general to specific. Learning occurs by first observing others as they model or
demonstrate and then practicing. Groups are preferred for learning and problem solving. How well something
is learned is important. Learning Reality is fragmented and compartmentalized. Thinking is inductive,
proceeds from specific to general. Focus is on detail. Learning occurs by following explicit directions and
explanations of others. An individual orientation is preferred for learning and problem solving. How
efficiently something is learned is important. The content here is based on the following works by
anthropologist Edward T. Hall, all of which were published in New York by Doubleday:
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Linkedin This article first appeared in the Practical Hermeneutics column of the Christian Research Journal,
volume 26, number 2 For further information or to subscribe to the Christian Research Journal go to: Years
ago, a confused year-old boy interpreted this verse to mean that he should ask God to show him which
denomination to join and which one was right. He later had a vision in which he was told to join none of them
since they were all wrong. Today, Mormon missionaries point to this verse and urge people to pray for
wisdom to know whether The Book of Mormon is true. Is this what James was talking about? How can we
know what this verse really means? Get the Whole Picture. The most important rule for discovering what this
or any Bible verse means is to interpret the verse in its context. Interpreting a verse in its context means
interpreting that verse in light of all the factors that shaped its meaning when the author wrote it. Context is
similar to a jigsaw puzzle: Only by seeing all the pieces together can we know for sure how that one piece fits.
In a similar manner, only by considering how a verse fits within its context can we tell what it really means.
The context of a verse is, of course, more complex than a jigsaw puzzle, but in both cases the parts are
correctly understood only within the whole. This is true for words, sentences, paragraphs, sections, and whole
books. It needs to be understood within the context of a sentence to know whether it refers to the nose of an
elephant, the main stem of a tree, the storage compartment in a car, or a piece of luggage. Sometimes even a
sentence is not enough context. The reason for this is that communication has continuity, or a flow of thought,
and some point or purpose; it is not a jumble of unconnected words, sentences, or thoughts. The same is true
for the Bible: Interpreting something in its context is a matter of understanding how those words, sentences,
and thoughts are connected. If we isolate a verse and ignore its context â€” its connection to the surrounding
text and thought â€” we may end up with an incorrect interpretation of what it means, just as we would if we
isolated a single piece of a jigsaw puzzle and tried to figure out what part of the picture it is. Many factors
make up the context of a verse: Discovering the context is a process of asking and answering questions about
these factors. There are various approaches to this process, but each has the same purpose â€” understanding
the parts within the whole. One approach is to ask questions about: What was the culture like? What was
going on in that part of the world at that time? What was their relationship? What specific problems or
situations were they facing? Does the author state his purpose or make a summary statement? What are the
different sections? Does the author look into the past, the present, or the future? What part does the verse play
in the flow of thought? Is it part of an argument? Is it an illustration? Does it prescribe some action, or does it
only describe some historical event? The traditional view is that the author was James see 1: This was possibly
the first New Testament book written, probably around a. The specific historical situation of the author and the
audience. The early date of the book, and its contents, suggest that the scattered Jewish believers to whom
James was writing 1: The early church, made up largely of Jewish believers, continued to experience trials
from without and from within. The purpose or theme of the book. James wrote this epistle or letter as a pastor
to instruct Jewish Christians how to live righteously. Even though it was written to Jewish believers, the many
ethical exhortations in it apply to all believers. James is mostly concerned with practical matters such as
practicing the Word chap. His emphasis is Christian living rather than Christian doctrine such as Paul often
emphasized along with Christian living in his letters. The instructions and exhortations are similar to those
found in Proverbs. For example, look to God for wisdom James 1: James said the evidence of wisdom is good
behavior 3: The immediate context of the verse. The topic of the section in which James 1: Verses 2â€”4 tell
us to welcome trials; verses 5â€”8 instruct us to ask God for wisdom; verses 9â€”11 talk about how both rich
and poor face trials; verses 12â€”18 warn us not to accuse God of tempting us in trials. Verses 2â€”3,
meanwhile, urge us to rejoice when we face trials because we know that when our faith is tested it produces
endurance perseverance, patience, steadfastness in us. Verse 4 exhorts us to let endurance do its work in us
and bring us to maturity and completeness. If we are patient and allow them, trials have a way of producing
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virtues in us â€” such as humility and graciousness â€” that we would otherwise not have. In verse 4 it refers
to those things that patience produces. In verse 5 it refers specifically to wisdom. It is saying that, as we face a
trial, if we find that we do not know how to respond properly and allow patience to produce maturity and
virtues in us, then we should ask God to give us the ability the wisdom to respond properly and allow spiritual
growth. The principle of asking God for wisdom in order to make good decisions is biblical, and we certainly
need to distinguish between truth and error, but neither of these situations is what James was talking about.
The context of James 1: See The Book of Mormon, Moroni These categories are adapted from Henry A. See
also Walter C. Baker, ; Gordon D. Grace Evangelical Society, ; Douglas J. Leon Morris Leicester, England:
InterVarsity Press, ; reprint, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, ; Donald W. Christian Research Institute Our Mission:
To provide Christians worldwide with carefully researched information and well-reasoned answers that
encourage them in their faith and equip them to intelligently represent it to people influenced by ideas and
teachings that assault or undermine orthodox, biblical Christianity. Do you like what you are seeing? Your
partnership is essential.
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Making Change Happen , maximizes opportunities to improve maternal and child health. What is Life Course
Theory? Disparities in outcomes and indicators across the maternal and child health spectrum illuminate the
need for adaptive and courageous leadership, coupled with new approaches to address the complexity of these
challenges and their solutions. Life Course Theory offers a framework to prompt strategic thinking and action.
The theory requires a consideration of the intergenerational impact a program may have. Interventions
provided during sensitive periods of development may influence well-being over generations. This approach
recognizes that the accumulation of stress, lack of resources and systematic inequitable distribution of
opportunity leads to disparities. LCT offers the chance for leaders to ask hard questions about current
strategies and create an opening for doing things differently. What challenges did you face and discoveries did
you make when putting together this book? The book includes 38 co-authors representing a variety of fields
and perspectives. Authors include social workers, public health leaders, clinicians, researchers, policy experts,
activists, communications specialists and many others from a variety of settings, stages of career and
experience. While corralling the many moving parts was a challenge, weaving the different voices and
perspectives together to create a guide for emerging and seasoned professionals was rewarding. A theme that
emerged from the book was the importance of developing new relationships with colleagues from different
sectors and industries. How can the public health field best address the social context of health behaviors?
There are many ways that our field can do better â€” first by considering the individual in context. We
recognize, for example, that it is difficult to eat a healthier diet, quit smoking and not bed share with an infant
when a person lives with a family where resources are limited and the cook likes to use butter , has friends
who smoke and must nighttime parent alone. Considering family interventions and prescriptions, instead of
those for individuals, would be a good place to start. The chapter in the book on place-based initiatives
provides numerous examples of ways in which public health practitioners centered their work directly within
communities. Likewise, practitioners who may now focus on secondary and tertiary prevention for older
adults with chronic conditions may wish to consider chronic disease patterns in families. That way, they can
then broaden their strategies to include grandparents, children and grandchildren. How can Life Course
Theory promote health equity and social justice? Equity is a lifeline principle that runs across all chapters in
the book. Moving Life Course Theory into Action: To order, call toll-free APHA; email apha pbd. Requests
for a review copy should be sent by email to David Hartogs at david.
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It can also include interests and hobbies from sport and music to model-building and stamp- collecting,
educational background. It can even include personal likes or dislikes. All these factors influence how you
relate to the world and what you think is important. They are responsible for defining you as a unique person
as they shape your beliefs and your values. This will affect the way in which we, as individuals, analyse a text.
A person with a keen interest in football, for example, will have a clearer understanding of a photograph of a
football match this is a visual text. A person who comes from Poland will have a different understanding of a
postcard from Poland compared with a person who knows very little about Poland. The person who has never
been to Poland might be amazed or intrigued by the architecture. A person who came from Poland might be
reminded of the time they lived there. The following is a painting that Mark has painted composed after
visiting the Zoo. Text one How would different people respond to this text? Her response might be something
like this: They look so happy in your painting! Did your Dad buy you chocolates and fizzy drinks? I really
love to eat Mars bars and drink Fanta. What did you get? I am really happy that your father is back in
Australia! It looks like you had a really good time! It is so great that you finally went to the zoo. Maybe we
can go together next weekend? In this chapter In this chapter we have examined the effects that context has on
how visual texts are composed and how responders interpret visual texts. Personal context is the way a
responder brings their own interests and ideas to a visual text. These factors will influence the way in which a
responder interprets a visual text. This will influence the images, colours and subject matter that a composer
uses.
Chapter 7 : CONTEXT! CONTEXT! CONTEXT! - Christian Research Institute
The understanding of families, individuals, and their relationships in societal contexts is an overarching theme
influencing a majority of the Human Ecology/Child and Family Studies courses.

Chapter 8 : - Context of Cultures: High and Low
Introduction According to National Council on Family Relations (NCFR) Families and Individuals in Societal contexts is
defined as "an understanding of families and their relationships to other institutions, such as the educational,
governmental, religious, healthcare, and occupational institutions in society" (calendrierdelascience.com).

Chapter 9 : Personally identifiable information - Wikipedia
What is Individual Context and Why You Should Care Posted on January 8, by Chalmers Brothers and filed within
Conscious Living, Leadership Skills, Vistage Expert Speakers In my work, I have the privilege of working with thousands
of successful, highly motivated, ethical and well-rounded leaders every year.
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