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Source Human Bingo This is a fun one and is good for larger groups. Gather some interesting facts about the
participants and makes a bingo sheet, 5 rows across and 5 rows down. In each square except the center one
write an interesting fact about someone. Make copies for everyone, count to 3, and let them go around and
find out who matches each square. Have everyone sit in a circle and chose someone to start. The group then
has to guess which one is the fake one. This activity leads to some really interesting conversations. It would
work well for a new youth group leader too. To start, put the blanket on the floor and divide the kids into two
groups. Have half of them sit on one side of the blanket and half on the other. Take some time for everyone to
introduce themselves and tell the group a little something about them. Then one group at a time, have them
cover themselves with blanket and decide, without making any noise, who should leave the blanket first. The
person who was named then sits out the rest of the game. It continues until everyone has been named. Be
Mindful of Everyone Playing Not everyone is going to want to participate. Source Break the Ice Just like it
sounds, this is a team building game where participants really have to break the ice. Get a few old big t-shirts
and some bowls that are all the same size. Put a shirt in each bowl and fill with water. Then freeze the bowls.
Divide the youth into groups, the same number of groups as you have frozen shirts. Having everyone start at
the same time, have the groups figure out how to get the shirts out of the ice. The kids will be getting to know
each other in no time as they try to figure out what to do. The group that wins is the first one to get the shirt
out and have someone put it on. Source Concentric Circles Form two circles of chairs, one circle inside the
other, with the chairs facing each other. Have participants pair up and sit across from each other. Give them a
question that they both have to answer. Once they are done, have the students on the inside ring move one
chair to the left and the ones on the outside ring move one chair to the right. Repeat as long as you want to
play, asking different questions along the way. Source This or That? This game is simple but effective, and a
lot like "Would You Rather". The main difference is that instead of longer questions, "This or That" is simple
one word options. For example; Watermelon or Cantaloupe? Source Who is it? The youth are given sticky
notes and a pen and are instructed to write down 3 facts about themselves, without writing down their names
on the paper. The papers get collected and posted on a wall. Then a volunteer gets the ball rolling by going up
to the board, choosing one of the notes not their own , and reading out the facts. The group then tries to figure
out who the person is. This game is a good conversation starter and kids find out a lot of interesting
information about each other. A good idea is to give out a list of suggested things to ask. Designed to get kids
talking, this one is good for older kids, but can easily get out of hand depending on the dynamics of the group.
It also works better with smaller groups so it would be a good idea to break the kids into groups of 4 or 5.
Begin by making a statement like: Source Roll the Ice, Break the Ice Using only one die and a handmade
chart, this game is fun and interactive. Design a chart with a list of 6 questions, each question next to a
number. Next to the number, write down a "get to know you" question. Then go around the room a couple of
times and have each student roll the die and answer the question that matches the number they come up with.
Here is an example of what you could use, but any questions can be substituted.
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Young people want their church to be a great place. If asked properly, they are full of ideas. Have them
manage the candle sales, the offering baskets, and coffee hour. Gather a group of interested young singers and
have them sing something as a group in the services. Have a young person write and give a sermon with the
help of the parish priest. They are a great opportunity for young people to become more informed and
articulate about their faith. They can even have fun doing it! Every retreat needs opportunities for the
participants to just "hang" with each other. Many parishes are forming new chapters. Becoming a chapter is a
great way to meet other Orthodox youth in the area and around the country. Once a chapter, you are connected
to hundreds of other youth across North America. It is also a great way to become involved in local and
national service projects. Get everyone together and go skiing, roller skating, or bowling. Take a group to a
football game, or other sports event. Let them know that you can be a Christian and still have fun. As with
everything we do, just begin and end with prayer. Make cards for residents with photographs of the people that
made them with a personal note about themselves. Bring a meal, and most importantly your love! The time
you spend with them will bring them -- and you -- a great deal of joy. You might also want to explore the
possibility of helping at a homeless shelter. Use the Church as a meeting place. Have a fund raiser, and donate
the needed money. Make and deliver card and gifts. End with a short Service of Thanksgiving for all God has
given us, and a prayer for the needy. Ask your parish priest for help in making appropriate selections.
Organize a group to do the baking together. Invite the visitors to attend coffee hour after services. Get together
with them and examine what Orthodox Youth Ministry is, and get them involved. None of us like things being
planned for us. Get everyone together and include them in your planning. Some of the most effective youth
ministry occurs when youth minister to each other.
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Tweet on Twitter I learned something recently: I mean really important. My church had vacation bible school
two weeks ago and I was teaching the middle school class. That first night I went straight into the lesson and I
got crickets and glazed eyes. One thing was apparent: I had planned a lesson along with some small activities
but my quiet group ended up zooming through the lesson and I still had an hour to fill! We grabbed our snack
from the kitchen and headed outside to eat it since it was a beautiful evening. We ended up playing different
versions of tag, and this group of students who were shy and quiet at first, were suddenly laughing and talking.
The games ended up being a major team building exercise. It helped them find things in common and get past
the initial awkwardness that can come with meeting new people. They needed the games to break the ice so
they could feel comfortable participating in discussions about the lesson. Now I realize games are vital to
building community in youth group. So after doing some research, our team has compiled a list of the top 20
youth group games with you. I have a feeling many of these games will help you and your students this week!
You can also find more games for youth leaders by downloading your free Youth Group Games! We keep
these games updated based on feedback we get from youth leaders like you. So, you can always check back to
look for new games. Now, here are some of the best and simple youth group games you can play this week:
Grog You take apart a flashlight and hide the parts throughout the play area. One kid is the Grog, which is a
monster that can freeze you in place by tagging you. It was a favorite by far. Sardines or Christians in the
Catacombs This is the game of sardines, but explain it with the story of how the early Christians met in the
catacombs, but they still increased in number. One person hides in a dark place, and then as people find them,
they join in hiding, until one person remains. Scatterball Dodge ball with a twist. To start, everyone must have
a hand on a nerf ball. Throw the ball up in the air and everyone scatters. Somebody grabs the ball in the air or
off the ground. Whoever has the ball can only take two steps. After two steps, the player must throw the ball
â€” dodge ball style â€” at another player. If the ball hits a player, that player sits down right where they are. If
a player is hit by the ball and catches it, then the throwing player sits down. At any time sitting players can
snag the ball if it rolls by, and they can throw it at standing players trying to get them out. The game ends
when only one player is standing. Lifesize Clue The youth group gathers in the evening when the church is
dark. They congregate in one lit room and one person goes to hide a large doll any stuffed animal will work.
To make it happen, split your group into as many teams as you have supplies keeping around members in a
group. Provide each group with one pack of spaghetti and one pack of large marshmal- lows. Teams are
charged to use their supplies to build the tallest freestanding tower they can meaning that holding the tower up
for measuring is against the rules. Give the groups a certain time limit during which they can construct their
tower â€” anywhere from minutes generally works well â€” and give them a one-minute warning before their
time up. The winning team is the one with the tallest freestanding tower, as measured by the game leader.
Break any ties by having the teams move their tower across the room and measuring again, not allowing them
to fix any breakages. Some teams will get creative and incorporate the spaghetti box and marshmallow bag
into their structure. There is no rule against this. We just wanted to equip you with some of our best youth
leader resources or keep scrolling for more fun Youth Group Games! Photo Scavenger Hunt Assign points for
odd items that students can find to take a picture with around the Church property or within a designated area.
Get creative with your lists. The added bonus of this game is you automatically have some great photos of
your students that you can put in the youth group room. You can even feature some of them as photos of the
week. Baby Bird Two teams of two students compete. On each team, one student acts as the mother bird and
the other acts as the baby bird. The team with the most worms in their eggshell at the end of 20 seconds wins.
Ties are broken via bird- calling contest. Give them an word and the team has to guess the word they drew.
This would be a good ice breaker activity before a lesson if you tie in themes from the lesson into the
drawings. Four on the Couch The goal is to get 4 of your team onto the same couch. There must be one less
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seat than people in the room must have a couch; you can play three on a couch if necessary. Divide into at
least two teams and have everyone put their name in hat. But everyone should keep their names a secret. Now
the person to the left of the empty seat in the room calls out a name. The person, who drew that name, now
moves to the empty seat, and switches names with the person who called out the name. Now the person to the
left of the new empty seat calls a name. You repeat the process. So you have to try to get to the empty the
couch and call the right names to get folks on the couch. This takes some thinking but is fun and competitive
in a non-athletic way. Each person should write down the names of 10 people â€” either famous people or
people everyone in the group knows. Go around and collect them in a basket or hat. You should have quite a
few names in the basket. Split into 2 or 3 teams each team having around three or four members. Pick a team
to start â€” one member of that team gets the basket of names, picks out a name, and has to try and describe
that person to the other members of his team. Once they guess correctly, pull out another name from the hat
and so on. The team has one minute to go through as many names as they can. If they get stuck on a name,
they can pass and move onto the next name. Move onto the next team who do the same as above. Similar to
Round 1 but you can only use one word to describe the person to your group. The group will be aware of all
the names in the basket from round 1 so it is easier than it sounds. Score a point per name guessed as above.
Add up the scores at the end to see who wins! Keep some band aids on hand for this one just in case. Capture
the Flag This one needs no explanation, but feel free to add twists. Include more than one flag, take turns
having the teams play offense and defense, play with three or four teams going against each other, etc. Tug of
War This is another classic, but is always a hit with youth groups. Make it extra fun by doing it once a year
and utilizing interesting competitions: The key to a good match-up is to put a small number of the strongest
against a large number of the weakest. For example, take a handful senior high boys and place them against 30
middle schoolers. Ultimate Duck-Duck-Goose When there are more than 50 students, this game is a lot of fun.
Play duck-duck-goose as you normally would, however when a few people get tagged and they go to the
middle, then they begin another game of duck-duck-goose. Everyone is in a straight line, with multiple teams
doing this. First team that gets to the last person and has the correct word wins. Divide students into teams and
have one student face off against another student from the other team. Play five seconds of a popular song
from iTunes and have them guess. Seated Basketball This one is a favorite because it requires strategy and
teamwork. The game is divided up between two teams. The goal is to get a ball into a basket. This can be a
basketball hoop, but I have found it just as fun playing it with laundry baskets placed on a table. Each player
has their own chair and is played in rounds. At the beginning of a round, the players have a short amount of
time to place their chairs in a position. Once placed, they are not allowed to move from their spot. They then
must pass the ball to each other, without it getting intercepted by the opposing team. After each round the
players become more strategic and shift from focusing on offense and defense.
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Use your mission statement to plan your activities. When you are planning an event, ask yourself if it will help
you accomplish your mission. Cut out any programs or activities that do not fall in line with the mission.
Recruit Leaders Find adults in the church who are willing to help with the youth program. Conduct thorough
background checks on all volunteers. Ask parents to help by bringing snacks, chaperoning events or driving
students to and from activities. Find students who are willing to serve on a youth leadership team. They should
be willing to attend events, reach out to other students and help with set up and clean up. Provide ongoing
training for all leaders. Meet with your leaders regularly and give them helpful tips on relating to youth. Keep
them informed of what is happening with the students, and check in with them weekly to see if they have any
concerns or needs. Get to know the students at the school and invite them to come to the church activities.
Have a fun event with free food. Throwing a Super Bowl party, movie night or pizza party is a great way to
get youth to come and check out what is happening at the church. Advertise on social media sites such as
Facebook and Twitter. Create fliers for the event and hang them up around town to advertise. Provide
incentives for youth to bring their friends. Simply offering a free candy bar for anyone who brings a friend to
church will help bring more youth through your doors. Once they are there, get to know them. Plan Activities
Plan a monthly event with the purpose of reaching out and getting to know more youth. This can be a fun
party, game night, bonfire or bowling trip. Plan weekly Bible studies that will help students learn more about
the religion. Plan yearly events that will allow students the opportunity to get away from their everyday
surroundings and focus on reading the Bible and building stronger relationships with other students. Camps,
retreats and missions trips all help accomplish these goals. Tips The purpose of a youth ministry is not to take
the place of parents, but to support them in raising their teens. Make sure that the parents of teens are informed
as to your mission, your programs and events and everything else pertaining to the youth. The most important
aspect of running a church youth program is building relationships with the youth.
Chapter 5 : List of youth organizations - Wikipedia
Simply Text youth ministry texting enables safe, consistent, and effective communication across channels to everyone
involved in your youth ministry. Try youth group text messaging when looking for youth ministry ideas and resources to
build better communication via text, email and social media.

Chapter 6 : Complete Programs and Ideas for Youth Group Meetings
Youth Treatment Groups 1) Take A Chance, Make A Change. The purpose of this group is to support youth around
learning to positively manage their feelings (anger, hurt, frustration, sadness, fear, etc.) and improving their coping and
problem-solving skills.

Chapter 7 : Resources for Mindfulness â€“ Mindfulness for Teens
Claudia helps out the church youth group and has a teenager who has been an active participant for three years. Source
One of the hardest things about leading a youth group is getting the kids to interact, especially at the beginning of the
year.

Chapter 8 : How to Run a Church Youth Program | Our Everyday Life
Youth group activities, mixers, icebreakers and more. Get free daily devotions & discussion starters for teens from our
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award-winning Christian youth site.

Chapter 9 : Top 20 Youth Group Games - Seedbed
The following is a list of youth organizations. A youth organization is a type of organization with a focus upon providing
activities and socialization for minors. [1] [2] In this list, most organizations are international unless noted otherwise.
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