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Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen Title: Sense and Sensibility Published: For me, that is. Beginning Jane
Austen is similar to my sporadic impulses to start working out again, knowing it is going to be hard - meaning
extremely challenging and that I am immensely intimidated and may consider quitting because I usually do. I
should now say: Insanity Workout or Reading Jane Austen My concern with reading Austen is my own
comprehension skill because her writing demands it. The more one reads demanding works, like this, the
better prepared she becomes for other challenging works. As with all things difficult, including physical
exercise, it often makes you stronger and better prepared or more familiar. I can say with all confidence that I
am so happy to have read and greatly enjoyed Sense and Sensibility. I can do this! Here is another issue I had:
Unfortunately, I related to Marianne, and it was unsettling. It felt like I stepped outside of my past self and
relived the crap I pulled as a young woman, distressed over jerks that broke my heart. I was completely
senseless, but full of sensibilities - a person of delicate sensitivity that makes her readily offended or shocked.
Yep, that was me. Oh, how I wish my younger self were more like Elinor, who appeared more well-grounded,
full of wisdom and sense, and able to maintain better control of her emotions. Source If you have not read
Sense and Sensibility, it is a story about two sisters of opposite temperaments, in similar circumstances with
men, and how they survive differently through each of these relationships and their outcomes. The wonderful
part of the story is that misunderstandings are given opportunity for explanation, and issues are forgiven or
resolved. And most of all, weaknesses and faults are acknowledged and sort of righted, as best as humanly
possible. It all makes for a happy ending. Austen wrote this story to contrast sense and sensibility and to
demonstrate how relying on feelings alone may be harmful to self and relationships. Having a feeling about
something does not make it real or true. Marianne came to see her behavior as very selfish because it was.
Source Meanwhile, Austen believed that self-control was a better option than complete exposure of emotions.
She established, in the more mature Elinor, how self-restraint might yield better peace of mind and health,
healthier relationships and friendships, and a finer reputation. As someone who still struggles with extreme
sensibilities, I would personally argue for self-restraint, self-control, and a mature display or expression of
feelings or emotions, any day. Strive always to be like Elinor. Even still, Sense and Sensibility is not as simple
as just that because there are numerous other ideas addressed by Austen. There are many other lessons to be
learned here. It is truly a commendable piece of literature that leads me to proclaim: Jane Austen is a genius
and worthy to be read for a healthy and fit mind.
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Table of Contents Plot Overview The news that a wealthy young gentleman named Charles Bingley has rented
the manor of Netherfield Park causes a great stir in the nearby village of Longbourn, especially in the Bennet
household. Bennet is desperate to see them all married. Bennet pays a social visit to Mr. Bingley, the Bennets
attend a ball at which Mr. He is taken with Jane and spends much of the evening dancing with her. His close
friend, Mr. Darcy, is less pleased with the evening and haughtily refuses to dance with Elizabeth, which makes
everyone view him as arrogant and obnoxious. At social functions over subsequent weeks, however, Mr.
Bingley also continues to burgeon, and Jane pays a visit to the Bingley mansion. On her journey to the house
she is caught in a downpour and catches ill, forcing her to stay at Netherfield for several days. When Elizabeth
and Jane return home, they find Mr. Collins visiting their household. Collins is a young clergyman who stands
to inherit Mr. Collins is a pompous fool, though he is quite enthralled by the Bennet girls. Shortly after his
arrival, he makes a proposal of marriage to Elizabeth. She turns him down, wounding his pride. Meanwhile,
the Bennet girls have become friendly with militia officers stationed in a nearby town. Among them is
Wickham, a handsome young soldier who is friendly toward Elizabeth and tells her how Darcy cruelly cheated
him out of an inheritance. A further shock arrives with the news that Mr. Charlotte explains to Elizabeth that
she is getting older and needs the match for financial reasons. Collins get married and Elizabeth promises to
visit them at their new home. As winter progresses, Jane visits the city to see friends hoping also that she
might see Mr. However, Miss Bingley visits her and behaves rudely, while Mr. Bingley fails to visit her at all.
The marriage prospects for the Bennet girls appear bleak. That spring, Elizabeth visits Charlotte, who now
lives near the home of Mr. One day, he makes a shocking proposal of marriage, which Elizabeth quickly
refuses. She tells Darcy that she considers him arrogant and unpleasant, then scolds him for steering Bingley
away from Jane and disinheriting Wickham. Darcy leaves her but shortly thereafter delivers a letter to her. In
this letter, he admits that he urged Bingley to distance himself from Jane, but claims he did so only because he
thought their romance was not serious. This letter causes Elizabeth to reevaluate her feelings about Darcy. She
returns home and acts coldly toward Wickham. The militia is leaving town, which makes the younger, rather
man-crazy Bennet girls distraught. With the arrival of June, Elizabeth goes on another journey, this time with
the Gardiners, who are relatives of the Bennets. Suddenly, Darcy arrives and behaves cordially toward her.
Making no mention of his proposal, he entertains the Gardiners and invites Elizabeth to meet his sister.
Shortly thereafter, however, a letter arrives from home, telling Elizabeth that Lydia has eloped with Wickham
and that the couple is nowhere to be found, which suggests that they may be living together out of wedlock.
Fearful of the disgrace such a situation would bring on her entire family, Elizabeth hastens home. Bennet go
off to search for Lydia, but Mr. Bennet eventually returns home empty-handed. Just when all hope seems lost,
a letter comes from Mr. Gardiner saying that the couple has been found and that Wickham has agreed to marry
Lydia in exchange for an annual income. The Bennets are convinced that Mr. Now married, Wickham and
Lydia return to Longbourn briefly, where Mr. Bennet treats them coldly. Shortly thereafter, Bingley returns to
Netherfield and resumes his courtship of Jane. Darcy goes to stay with him and pays visits to the Bennets but
makes no mention of his desire to marry Elizabeth. While the family celebrates, Lady Catherine de Bourgh
pays a visit to Longbourn. She corners Elizabeth and says that she has heard that Darcy, her nephew, is
planning to marry her. Since she considers a Bennet an unsuitable match for a Darcy, Lady Catherine demands
that Elizabeth promise to refuse him. Elizabeth spiritedly refuses, saying she is not engaged to Darcy, but she
will not promise anything against her own happiness. A little later, Elizabeth and Darcy go out walking
together and he tells her that his feelings have not altered since the spring. She tenderly accepts his proposal,
and both Jane and Elizabeth are married.
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Jane Austen (/ Ëˆ É’ s t Éª n, Ëˆ É”Ë• s-/; 16 December - 18 July ) was an English novelist known primarily for her six
major novels, which interpret, critique and comment upon the British landed gentry at the end of the 18th century.

Sundays, beginning January 13, 9: There are six transcendently satisfying scenarios, as told in a half-dozen
enchanting novels by Jane Austen â€” one of the most beloved writers in all of literature. The Austen
extravaganza includes: Then chance brings them together again. Adapted by Simon Burke. Directed by Adrian
Shergold. Executive producer, Murray Ferguson. Produced by David Snodin. Adapted by Andrew Davies.
Directed by Jon Jones. Executive producers, Andy Harries, Charles Elton. Produced by Keith Thompson.
Adapted by Maggie Wadey. Directed by Iain B. Executive producers, George Faber, Charles Pattinson.
Produced by Suzan Harrison. Courtship she knew well; only the last act eluded her. Harris Bigg, whose
proposal she accepted and then rejected; Edward Brydges, whom she also refused; the tongue-tied vicar she
teased mercilessly; and the young surgeon who arrived on the scene too late to steal her heart. Written by
Gwyneth Hughes. Directed by Jeremy Lovering. Executive producer, Laura Mackie. Produced by Anne
Pivcevic. With five daughters, no sons and an entailed estate, the elder Bennets are in dire straits as they try to
arrange advantageous marriages. Wedding bells ring three times, but the path to true love is tortuous indeed.
Directed by Simon Langton. Executive producer, Michael Wearing. Produced by Sue Birtwistle. Directed by
Diarmuid Lawrence. Executive producers, Delia Fine, Simon Lewis. Originally broadcast in February Though
poor, they attract a trio of very promising gentlemen: Directed by John Alexander.
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quotes from Jane Austen: 'You are too generous to trifle with me. If your feelings are still what they were last April, tell
me so at once. My affections and wishes are unchanged; but one word from you will silence me on this subject for ever.',
'I am the happiest creature in the world.

Her Life and Letters, published in She was born a month later than her parents expected; her father wrote of
her arrival in a letter that her mother "certainly expected to have been brought to bed a month ago". He added
that her arrival was particularly welcome as "a future companion to her sister". He and his two sisters were
orphaned as children and had to be taken in by relatives. Her eldest brother James inherited a fortune and large
estate from his great-aunt Perrot, with the only condition that he change his name to Leigh-Perrot. They left
for Hampshire the same day. Cassandra gave birth to three children while living at Deane: James in , George
in , and Edward in Henry was the first child to be born there, in He was subject to seizures, may have been
deaf and dumb, and she chose to send him out to be fostered. Never were sisters more to each other than
Cassandra and Jane; while in a particularly affectionate family, there seems to have been a special link
between Cassandra and Edward on the one hand, and between Henry and Jane on the other. In the autumn
both girls were sent home when they caught typhus and Austen nearly died. The sisters returned home before
December because the school fees for the two girls were too high for the Austen family. Together these
collections amounted to a large and varied library. She titled the three notebooks â€” Volume the First,
Volume the Second and Volume the Third â€” which preserve 90, words she wrote during those years. Among
these works are a satirical novel in letters titled Love and Freindship [ sic ], written at age fourteen in , [52] in
which she mocked popular novels of sensibility. When she was around eighteen years old Austen began to
write longer, more sophisticated works. Told in letters, it is as neatly plotted as a play, and as cynical in tone
as any of the most outrageous of the Restoration dramatists who may have provided some of her inspiration
He had just finished a university degree and was moving to London for training as a barrister. Imagine to
yourself everything most profligate and shocking in the way of dancing and sitting down together. Mote ; in
old age, Lefroy admitted that he had been in love with Austen: My tears flow as I write at this melancholy
idea". However, it is clear that Austen was genuinely attracted to Lefroy and subsequently none of her other
suitors ever quite measured up to him. Marriage was impractical as both Lefroy and Austen must have known.
Neither had any money, and he was dependent on a great-uncle in Ireland to finance his education and
establish his legal career. If Tom Lefroy later visited Hampshire, he was carefully kept away from the
Austens, and Jane Austen never saw him again. Her sister remembered that it was read to the family "before "
and was told through a series of letters. Without surviving original manuscripts, there is no way to know how
much of the original draft survived in the novel published anonymously in as Sense and Sensibility. She
completed the initial draft in August , aged 21; as with all of her novels, Austen read the work aloud to her
family as she was working on it and it became an "established favourite". Crosby promised early publication
and went so far as to advertise the book publicly as being "in the press", but did nothing more. She was able to
make some revisions to Susan, and she began and then abandoned a new novel, The Watsons , but there was
nothing like the productivity of the years â€” She and her sister visited Alethea and Catherine Bigg, old
friends who lived near Basingstoke. Their younger brother, Harris Bigg-Wither, had recently finished his
education at Oxford and was also at home. Bigg-Wither proposed and Austen accepted. However, Austen had
known him since both were young and the marriage offered many practical advantages to Austen and her
family. He was the heir to extensive family estates located in the area where the sisters had grown up. With
these resources, Austen could provide her parents a comfortable old age, give Cassandra a permanent home
and, perhaps, assist her brothers in their careers. By the next morning, Austen realised she had made a mistake
and withdrew her acceptance. Anything is to be preferred or endured rather than marrying without Affection".
All of her heroines The story centres on an invalid and impoverished clergyman and his four unmarried
daughters. Edward, James, Henry, and Francis Austen pledged to make annual contributions to support their
mother and sisters. They spent part of the time in rented quarters in Bath before leaving the city in June for a
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family visit to Steventon and Godmersham. They moved for the autumn months to the newly fashionable
seaside resort of Worthing , on the Sussex coast, where they resided at Stanford Cottage. In the family moved
to Southampton , where they shared a house with Frank Austen and his new wife. A large part of this time
they spent visiting various branches of the family. She did not have the resources to buy the copyright back at
that time, [92] but was able to purchase it in Jane, Cassandra and their mother moved into Chawton cottage on
7 July The Austens did not socialise with gentry and entertained only when family visited. Styles and themes
of Jane Austen At the time, married British women did not have the legal power to sign contracts, and it was
common for a woman wishing to publish to have a male relative represent her to sign the contract. If a novel
did not recover its costs through sales, the author was responsible for them. The small size of the
novel-reading public and the large costs associated with hand production particularly the cost of handmade
paper meant that most novels were published in editions of copies or less to reduce the risks to the publisher
and the novelist. Even some of the most successful titles during this period were issued in editions of not more
than or copies and later reprinted if demand continued. Editions of popular works of non-fiction were often
much larger. While Mansfield Park was ignored by reviewers, it was very popular with readers. Though
Austen disliked the Prince Regent, she could scarcely refuse the request. Emma sold well but the new edition
of Mansfield Park did poorly, and this failure offset most of the income from Emma. She completed her first
draft in July In addition, shortly after the publication of Emma, Henry Austen repurchased the copyright for
Susan from Crosby. Austen was forced to postpone publishing either of these completed novels by family
financial troubles. Henry and Frank could no longer afford the contributions they had made to support their
mother and sisters. By the middle of that year, her decline was unmistakable, and she began a slow, irregular
deterioration. Dissatisfied with the ending of The Elliots, she rewrote the final two chapters, which she
finished on 6 August In the novel, Austen mocked hypochondriacs and though she describes the heroine as
"bilious", five days after abandoning the novel she wrote of herself that she was turning "every wrong colour"
and living "chiefly on the sofa". As her illness progressed, she experienced difficulty walking and lacked
energy; by mid-April she was confined to bed. In May Cassandra and Henry brought her to Winchester for
treatment, by which time she suffered agonising pain and welcomed death. Henry, through his clerical
connections, arranged for his sister to be buried in the north aisle of the nave of Winchester Cathedral.
Tomalin describes it as "a loving and polished eulogy". In October , Bentley released the first collected edition
of her works. Leavis and Ian Watt placed her in the tradition of Richardson and Fielding; both believe that she
used their tradition of "irony, realism and satire to form an author superior to both". Yet in Northanger Abbey
she alludes to the trope, with the heroine, Catherine, anticipating a move to a remote locale. It was a wretched
business, indeed! Such an overthrow of everything she had been wishing for! Such a development of every
thing most unwelcome! When Elizabeth Bennett rejects Darcy, her stilted speech and the convoluted sentence
structure reveals that he has wounded her: And I had not known you a month before I felt that you were the
last man in the world whom I could ever be prevailed on to marry. He believes that the well-spring of her wit
and irony is her own attitude that comedy "is the saving grace of life". Critic Robert Polhemus writes, "To
appreciate the drama and achievement of Austen, we need to realize how deep was her passion for both
reverence and ridicule They were fashionable among opinion-makers, but were rarely reviewed. However,
Whately denied having authored the review, which drew favourable comparisons between Austen and such
acknowledged greats as Homer and Shakespeare , and praised the dramatic qualities of her narrative. Scott and
Whately set the tone for almost all subsequent 19th-century Austen criticism. He heard her with astonishment.
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Whenever Jane Austen comes up, her fans immediately feel the impulse to start ranking her novels and arguing over
which one is best. It's a reasonable inclination: There are only six completed.

Plot summary[ edit ] Emma Woodhouse has just attended the wedding of Miss Taylor, her lovely friend and
former governess , to Mr. Having introduced them, Emma takes credit for their marriage and decides that she
likes matchmaking. Knightley, and tries to match her new friend Harriet Smith to Mr. Elton, the local vicar.
First, Emma must persuade Harriet to refuse the marriage proposal from Robert Martin, a respectable,
educated, and well-spoken young farmer, which Harriet does against her wishes. Elton, a social climber,
thinks Emma is in love with him and proposes to her. When Emma tells him that she had thought him attached
to Harriet, he is outraged. After Emma rejects him, Mr. Elton leaves for a stay at Bath and returns with a
pretentious, nouveau-riche wife, as Mr. Harriet is heartbroken, and Emma feels ashamed about misleading her.
Frank was adopted by his wealthy and domineering aunt, and he has had very few opportunities to visit before.
Knightley suggests to Emma that, while Frank is intelligent and engaging, he is also a shallow character. Jane
Fairfax also comes home to see her aunt, Miss Bates, and grandmother, Mrs. Elton takes Jane under her wing
and announces that she will find her the ideal governess post before it is wanted. Emma decides that Jane and
Mr. She shares her suspicions with Frank, who met Jane and the Campbells at a vacation spot a year earlier,
and he apparently agrees with her. Suspicions are further fueled when a piano, sent by an anonymous
benefactor, arrives for Jane. Emma feels herself falling in love with Frank, but it does not last to his second
visit. The Eltons treat Harriet poorly, culminating with Mr. Elton publicly snubbing Harriet at the ball given
by the Westons in May. Knightley, who had long refrained from dancing, gallantly steps in to dance with
Harriet. The day after the ball, Frank brings Harriet to Hartfield; she had fainted after a rough encounter with
local gypsies. Harriet is grateful, and Emma thinks this is love, not gratitude. Weston wonders if Mr.
Knightley has taken a fancy to Jane, but Emma dismisses that idea. Knightley mentions the link he sees
between Jane and Frank, Emma denies them, while Frank appears to be courting her instead. He arrives late to
the gathering at Donwell in June, while Jane leaves early. Next day at Box Hill , a local beauty spot, Frank and
Emma continue to banter together and Emma, in jest, thoughtlessly insults Miss Bates. Knightley scolds
Emma for the insult to Miss Bates, she is ashamed and tries to atone with a morning visit to Miss Bates, which
impresses Mr. On the visit, Emma learns that Jane had accepted the position of governess from one of Mrs.
Jane now becomes ill and refuses to see Emma or receive her gifts. Meanwhile, Frank was visiting his aunt,
who dies soon after he arrives. Now he and Jane reveal to the Westons that they have been secretly engaged
since the autumn, but Frank knew that his aunt would disapprove. The strain of the secrecy on the
conscientious Jane had caused the two to quarrel, and Jane ended the engagement. Emma is startled and
realizes that she is the one who wants to marry Mr. When she admits her foolishness, he proposes, and she
accepts. Jane and Emma reconcile, and Frank and Jane visit the Westons. Once the period of deep mourning
ends, they will marry. Before the end of November, Emma and Mr. Knightley are married with the prospect of
"perfect happiness. Her mother died when she was young. She has been mistress of the house Hartfield since
her older sister got married. Although intelligent, she lacks the discipline to practice or study anything in
depth. She is portrayed as compassionate to the poor, but at the same time has a strong sense of class status.
Her affection for and patience towards her valetudinarian father are also noteworthy. While she is in many
ways mature, Emma makes some serious mistakes, mainly due to her lack of experience and her conviction
that she is always right. Although she has vowed she will never marry, she delights in making matches for
others. She has a brief flirtation with Frank Churchill; however, she realises at the end of the novel that she
loves Mr Knightley. George Knightley is a neighbour and close friend of Emma, aged 37 years 16 years older
than Emma. He is her only critic. Mr Knightley is the owner of the estate of Donwell Abbey, which includes
extensive grounds and farms. He is very considerate, aware of the feelings of the other characters and his
behaviour and judgement is extremely good. He is suspicious of Frank Churchill and his motives; he suspects
that Frank has a secret understanding with Jane Fairfax. Frank is given to dancing and living a carefree, gay
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life and is secretly engaged to Miss Fairfax at Weymouth, although he fears his aunt will forbid the match
because Jane is not wealthy. He manipulates and plays games with the other characters to ensure his
engagement to Jane remain concealed. Jane Fairfax is an orphan whose only family consists of her aunt, Miss
Bates, and her grandmother, Mrs Bates. She is a beautiful, bright, and elegant woman, with the best of
manners. She is the same age as Emma. She is extraordinarily well-educated and talented at singing and
playing the piano; she is the sole person whom Emma envies. An army friend of her late father, Colonel
Campbell, felt responsible for her, and has provided her with an excellent education, sharing his home and
family with her since she was nine years old. She has little fortune, however, and is destined to become a
governess â€” a prospect she dislikes. The secret engagement goes against her principles and distresses her
greatly. Harriet Smith, a young friend of Emma, just seventeen when the story opens, is a beautiful but
unsophisticated girl. She has been a parlour boarder at a nearby school, where she met the sisters of Mr
Martin. She is revealed in the last chapter to be the natural daughter of a decent tradesman, although not a
gentleman. Harriet and Mr Martin are wed. The now wiser Emma approves of the match. Robert Martin is a
well-to-do, year-old farmer who, though not a gentleman, is a friendly, amiable and diligent young man, well
esteemed by Mr George Knightley. His second proposal of marriage is later accepted by a contented Harriet
and approved by a wiser Emma; their joining marks the first out of the three happy couples to marry in the
end. Philip Elton is a good-looking, initially well-mannered, and ambitious young vicar, 27 years old and
unmarried when the story opens. Mr Elton displays his mercenary nature by quickly marrying another woman
of lesser means after Emma rejects him. She is a boasting, pretentious woman who expects her due as a new
bride in the village. Emma is polite to her but does not like her. She patronises Jane, which earns Jane the
sympathy of others. Her lack of social graces shows the good breeding of the other characters, particularly
Miss Fairfax and Mrs Weston, and shows the difference between gentility and money. She is a sensible
woman who loves Emma. Mrs Weston acts as a surrogate mother to her former charge and, occasionally, as a
voice of moderation and reason. The Westons and the Woodhouses visit almost daily. Weston is a widower
and a business man living in Highbury who marries Miss Taylor in his early 40s, after he bought the home
called Randalls. He sees his son in London each year. He married his first wife, Miss Churchill, when he was a
Captain in the militia, posted near her home. Mr Weston is a sanguine, optimistic man, who enjoys socialising,
making friends quickly in business and among his neighbours. Her niece is Jane Fairfax, daughter of her late
sister. One day, Emma humiliates her on a day out in the country, when she alludes to her tiresome prolixity.
He is a valetudinarian i. He assumes a great many things are hazardous to his health. His daughter Emma gets
along with him well, and he loves both his daughters. He laments that "poor Isabella" and especially "poor
Miss Taylor" have married and live away from him. He is a fond father and fond grandfather who did not
remarry when his wife died; instead he brought in Miss Taylor to educate his daughters and become part of the
family. Because he is generous and well-mannered, his neighbors accommodate him when they can. She is
married to John Knightley. She is similar in disposition to her father and her relationship to Mr. He is an
attorney by profession. Like the others raised in the area, he is a friend of Jane Fairfax. He greatly enjoys the
company of his family, including his brother and his Woodhouse in-laws, but is not the very sociable sort of
man who enjoys dining out frequently. He is forthright with Emma, his sister-in-law, and close to his brother.
Minor characters[ edit ] Mr. Perry is the apothecary in Highbury who spends a significant amount of time
responding to the health issues of Mr. Perry have several children.
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Masterpiece Theatre The Complete Jane Austen Premiering Sunday, January 13, The Complete Jane Austen,
beginning Sunday, January 13, , features all new productions of Persuasion, Northanger Abbey, Mansfield Park, and
Sense and Sensibility.

Additional Information In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content: The Juvenilia and "Lady
Susan. UMI Research Press, Jane Austen would have agreed with this unsentimental assessment. Indeed, of
all the sentences in this collection, these sound most like something from her own pen. They were written by
Joan Austen-Leigh, a collateral descendant of the author, and they represent the coolest judgment of the early
works. Walton Litz, who in two brief but excellent introductory pieces argue both for the intrinsic charm of
the early works and for their value for anyone interested in the development of the craft of a great writer.
Some of these pieces are fragments, many are miniature novels written in epistolary form. It is not surprising
that some of the humour is silly, but what is remarkable is the early show of wit, unusual intelligence, and an
extraordinary sensitivity to language. Several contributors note the thread of violence that runs through the
juvenilia. Yet John Halperin and Claudia L. Johnson see other implications in a youthful sense of humour that
could sometimes be deadly, harsh, and angry. Halperin stresses the "hostility" in all satire and the demands it
makes for "a cold-blooded assessment of aesthetic and moral values" p. Even the adolescent Austen in her
seemingly most innocent and frivolous writing shows, according to Halperin, that detachment, moral distance,
and coldness inherent in the satirical mode. Though her attacks on class snobbery and sexism are not
accompanied by overtly ideological formulas or REVIEWS reformist agendas, they nonetheless point in
progressive directions. Johnson acknowledges that Austen always remained a novelist of manners, but it is her
contention that "to be such at her time was inevitably to be a political novelist , and to treat the conventions
that govern life and fiction not as sacred dicta but as interested structures" p. Virtually all of the essays in this
collection are worth reading for one reason or another. For the critic, the challenge is to take the early writings
seriously, but not too seriously, to do them justice but not to overburden slender satires with a critical
paraphernalia which their sharp modesty can render as ridiculous as a Gothic folly in an eighteenth-century
garden. Among the contributions that escape this snare with particular grace and provide the reader with fresh
insights into Austen are those by Christopher Kent, Deborah J. In a fascinating discussion You are not
currently authenticated. View freely available titles:
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The seventh child and second daughter of Cassandra and George Austen, Jane Austen was born on December 16, , in
Steventon, Hampshire, England. Jane's parents were well-respected community members.

Humour, by definition given by M. Irony, on the other hand, is a much broader term than humour, in that there
is more than one kind. Verbal irony is a form where the character says something that is contrasted with the
actual happenings not, of course, to be confused with sarcasm. Other types of irony include structural irony,
stable and unstable irony, sarcasm which can be viewed as a form of irony in itself , and many more. The
humour in Pride and Prejudice, as in other works of Austen, is particularly bawdy. I mend pens remarkably
well. Austin seems to be particularly fond of sexual humour, hiding it cleverly behind euphemisms and
disguised situations as the one above. Bennet, with her close-mindedness and her fixation over trivial things
â€” a new neighbour at Netherfield, prospects of marriage for her daughters at the cost of pneumonia for one
of them â€” is an example of Austen poking fun at the women of her time. Austen has created a character in
Mrs Bennet who we find to be increasingly annoying, and who we laugh at for her ignorance. Collins is also
used for the occasional giggle, in that he is overly polite. His politeness is shown through his excessive
bowing, and we see him as silly for his continuous glorification of Lady Catherine. He is also shown to be
slightly pathetic when he marries Charlotte after Elizabeth rejects his proposal, as if he is only settling down
for second-best. Finally, we have Mr. Bennet, who is humorous in his sarcasm. Bennet, while also mirroring
the sarcasm of Mr. Bennet, and also sets both the theme for the novel, and the type of irony that Austen
seemed to be so fond of. Irony is a main factor in the novel. In fact, the humour can mostly be found in the
irony. It is almost undetectable on the first read through, but a second reading of the novel shows that what
characters say or did throughout the telling of the story was a clear indication to how ironic Austen can truly
be. The irony in the novel is mostly situational, with the occasional bit of sarcasm, as exhibited by Mr. You do
not know what I suffer. Another form of irony is referenced in Reuben A. Darcy makes his inquiries polite or
impolite , asking with a smile scornful or encouraging questions that may be interpreted as pompous and
condescending or gallant and well-disposed. We know that, for the most part, Darcy is a caring individual,
who only gives off the impression of haughtiness, and his mannerisms are ironic because of the fact that he is
hiding his true nature. The irony in itself is what tells the story.
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In his treatise, Some Thoughts Concerning Education, John Locke recommended that instruction in foreign language
(beginning with a living language like French) should start as soon as a boy could speak English.

Chapters 1â€”2 It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune, must
be in want of a wife. See Important Quotations Explained The news that a wealthy young gentleman named
Charles Bingley has rented the manor known as Netherfield Park causes a great stir in the neighboring village
of Longbourn, especially in the Bennet household. The Bennets have five unmarried daughters, and Mrs.
Bennet torments his family by pretending to have no interest in doing so, but he eventually meets with Mr.
Bingley without their knowing. When he reveals to Mrs. Bennet and the girls question Mr. A few days later,
Mr. Bingley returns the visit, though he does not meet Mr. The Bennets invite him to dinner shortly afterward,
but he is called away to London. Soon, however, he returns to Netherfield Park with his two sisters, his
brother-in-law, and a friend named Darcy. Bingley and his guests go to a ball in the nearby town of Meryton.
The Bennet sisters attend the ball with their mother. The eldest daughter, Jane, dances twice with Bingley.
Bennet regales her husband with stories from the evening until he insists that she be silent. Upstairs, Jane
relates to Elizabeth her surprise that Bingley danced with her twice, and Elizabeth replies that Jane is unaware
of her own beauty. The arrival of Mr. Bingley and news of his fortune is the event that sets the novel in
motion. He delivers the prospect of a marriage of wealth and good connections for the eager Bennet girls. The
opening sentence has a subtle, unstated significance. In its declarative and hopeful claim that a wealthy man
must be looking for a wife, it hides beneath its surface the truth of such matters:
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Chapter 9 : Humour and Irony in Jane Austenâ€™s â€˜Pride and Prejudiceâ€™ â€“ Of Scripted Shadows a
Jane Austen only ever had six completed novels the last to be published being Persuasion (), all of which were based
around the realist and novel of manners genre. Persuasion which falls into both these categories follows the tale of Anne
Elliott, a character based upon the Cinderella archetype.

See Article History Jane Austen, born December 16, , Steventon, Hampshire , Englandâ€”died July 18, ,
Winchester , Hampshire , English writer who first gave the novel its distinctly modern character through her
treatment of ordinary people in everyday life. She published four novels during her lifetime: In these and in
Persuasion and Northanger Abbey published together posthumously, , she vividly depicted English
middle-class life during the early 19th century. She was the second daughter and seventh child in a family of
eightâ€”six boys and two girls. Her closest companion throughout her life was her elder sister, Cassandra;
neither Jane nor Cassandra married. Their father was a scholar who encouraged the love of learning in his
children. The great family amusement was acting. Jane Austen, pencil and watercolour by her sister,
Cassandra Austen, c. Moreover, her experience was carried far beyond Steventon rectory by an extensive
network of relationships by blood and friendship. It was this worldâ€”of the minor landed gentry and the
country clergy, in the village, the neighbourhood, and the country town, with occasional visits to Bath and to
Londonâ€”that she was to use in the settings, characters, and subject matter of her novels. Her earliest known
writings date from about , and between then and she wrote a large body of material that has survived in three
manuscript notebooks: These contain plays, verses, short novels, and other prose and show Austen engaged in
the parody of existing literary forms, notably the genres of the sentimental novel and sentimental comedy. Her
passage to a more serious view of life from the exuberant high spirits and extravagances of her earliest
writings is evident in Lady Susan, a short epistolary novel written about â€”94 and not published until In it
seems likely that Jane agreed to marry Harris Bigg-Wither, the year-old heir of a Hampshire family, but the
next morning changed her mind. There are also a number of mutually contradictory stories connecting her
with someone with whom she fell in love but who died very soon after. Unfortunately, the evidence is
unsatisfactory and incomplete. He took it for immediate publication, but, although it was advertised,
unaccountably it never appeared. This stable environment ended in , however, when George Austen, then age
70, retired to Bath with his wife and daughters. For eight years Jane had to put up with a succession of
temporary lodgings or visits to relatives, in Bath, London, Clifton, Warwickshire, and, finally, Southampton ,
where the three women lived from to In Jane began The Watsons but soon abandoned it. In her dearest friend,
Mrs. Anne Lefroy, died suddenly, and in January her father died in Bath. The prospect of settling at Chawton
had already given Jane Austen a renewed sense of purpose, and she began to prepare Sense and Sensibility and
Pride and Prejudice for publication. She was encouraged by her brother Henry, who acted as go-between with
her publishers. She was probably also prompted by her need for money. Two years later Thomas Egerton
agreed to publish Sense and Sensibility, which came out, anonymously, in November Both of the leading
reviews, the Critical Review and the Quarterly Review, welcomed its blend of instruction and amusement. By
then she was an established though anonymous author; Egerton had published Pride and Prejudice in January ,
and later that year there were second editions of Pride and Prejudice and Sense and Sensibility. Pride and
Prejudice seems to have been the fashionable novel of its season. Between January and March she wrote
Emma , which appeared in December Persuasion written August â€”August was published posthumously,
with Northanger Abbey, in December The years after seem to have been the most rewarding of her life. She
had the satisfaction of seeing her work in print and well reviewed and of knowing that the novels were widely
read. The reviewers praised the novels for their morality and entertainment, admired the character drawing,
and welcomed the domestic realism as a refreshing change from the romantic melodrama then in vogue. For
the last 18 months of her life, Austen was busy writing. Early in , at the onset of her fatal illness, she set down
the burlesque Plan of a Novel, According to Hints from Various Quarters first published in In January she
began Sanditon, a robust and self-mocking satire on health resorts and invalidism. She supposed that she was
suffering from bile , but the symptoms make possible a modern clinical assessment that she was suffering
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from Addison disease. Her condition fluctuated, but in April she made her will, and in May she was taken to
Winchester to be under the care of an expert surgeon. She died on July 18, and six days later she was buried in
Winchester Cathedral. Her authorship was announced to the world at large by her brother Henry, who
supervised the publication of Northanger Abbey and Persuasion. During her lifetime there had been a solitary
response in any way adequate to the nature of her achievement: After her death, there was for long only one
significant essay, the review of Northanger Abbey and Persuasion in the Quarterly for January by the
theologian Richard Whately. Sense and Sensibility tells the story of the impoverished Dashwood sisters. She
becomes infatuated with the attractive John Willoughby, who seems to be a romantic lover but is in reality an
unscrupulous fortune hunter. Pride and Prejudice describes the clash between Elizabeth Bennet, the daughter
of a country gentleman, and Fitzwilliam Darcy , a rich and aristocratic landowner. Ultimately, they come
together in love and self-understanding. Northanger Abbey combines a satire on conventional novels of polite
society with one on Gothic tales of terror. Catherine Morland , the unspoiled daughter of a country parson, is
the innocent abroad who gains worldly wisdom, first in the fashionable society of Bath and then at Northanger
Abbey itself, where she learns not to interpret the world through her reading of Gothic thrillers. Her mentor
and guide is the self-assured and gently ironic Henry Tilney, her husband-to-be. The heroine, Fanny Price , is
a self-effacing and unregarded cousin cared for by the Bertram family in their country house. It centres on
Emma Woodhouse , a wealthy, pretty, self-satisfied young woman who indulges herself with meddlesome and
unsuccessful attempts at matchmaking among her friends and neighbours. After a series of humiliating errors,
a chastened Emma finds her destiny in marriage to the mature and protective George Knightley , a
neighbouring squire who had been her mentor and friend. Persuasion tells the story of a second chance, the
reawakening of love between Anne Elliot and Captain Frederick Wentworth , whom seven years earlier she
had been persuaded not to marry. Now Wentworth returns from the Napoleonic Wars with prize money and
the social acceptability of naval rank. It is this concentration upon character and personality and upon the
tensions between her heroines and their society that relates her novels more closely to the modern world than
to the traditions of the 18th century. It is this modernity, together with the wit, realism, and timelessness of her
prose style, her shrewd, amused sympathy, and the satisfaction to be found in stories so skillfully told, in
novels so beautifully constructed, that helps to explain her continuing appeal for readers of all kinds. Modern
critics remain fascinated by the commanding structure and organization of the novels, by the triumphs of
technique that enable the writer to lay bare the tragicomedy of existence in stories of which the events and
settings are apparently so ordinary and so circumscribed.
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