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This novelette, Last Dance, Last Chance save this book from getting a lower rating. It is the chilling story of a doctor who
is a total charlatan, loses his license and then decides to poison his loving wife for a rather obscure reason.

Stackhouse and Sophie Marie Hansen, her mother was a teacher, specializing in developmentally disabled
children, and her father was a sports coach. Rule spent summers with her grandparents doing volunteer work
in the local jail. Beginning in , she wrote for True Detective magazine under the pen name "Andy Stack".
After Bundy moved to Utah for law school, he was arrested in for kidnapping a young woman and later
identified as a serial murderer with dozens of victims dating to at least if not earlier. First published in , the
year Bundy was convicted of murder, the book was written under her own name rather than the pen name she
had previously used. The resulting book was In the Still of the Night. On the island for the launch of a book
tour, Rule fell in the hotel and broke her hip, forcing the cancellation of the event. We want to know about the
kind who you could not imagine having this monstrous self behind the pleasant face. An evaluation of her
influence on the genre noted negative commentary on her approach to her most infamous subject. Michael
Rule, 51, is charged with first-degree theft and forgery. According to an April Huffington Post article, Rule
had been in declining health since October as a result of her broken hip. According to the Huffington Post
article, Scott "suspected his mother-in-law was being financially exploited by her two sons". The Huffington
Post reported that law enforcement investigators discovered he "pressured her into providing him with funds
above his monthly salary" and "forged her signature on checks from March to February ". Court documents
further stated Michael Rule would verbally abuse Rule, and would "yell at his mother demanding money as
she cowered in her wheelchair". During the investigation, Rule stated, "Mike often goes into rages, where he
throws things across the room and sweeps a counter clean with his arm. Rule was granted an order of
protection against Andrew Rule in January He subsequently violated the order on March 27, While he was in
police custody, Andrew Rule told law enforcement he "battled drug and gambling addictions for years and that
he used the money provided to him by his mother on gambling and strip clubs". Andrew Rule has denied any
culpability in regard to the first-degree theft charges. Senior Deputy Prosecutor Amanda Froh wrote: Her
death followed a visit to the emergency room where she went for treatment due to a heart attack. Rule had
been moved to hospice care one day before she died.
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Some of the killers I write about have lied all their lives, and some have lied only to throw their victims off
balance so that they became vulnerable. Once a lie is successful in giving the murderer what he or she wants,
it grows and multiplies, burnished and perfected until it works every time. All their crimes were examples of
conscienceless cruelty. Perhaps more shocking is the fact that they were so often forgiven and were offered so
many chances to start over. In the end, each reverted to type; they were as dangerous as a rabid lion in the
street. Hundreds of people send me suggestions about cases for book topics, and a third of them actually offer
me stories from their own lives. Many long-time readers can spot the characteristics I look for in a criminal
case, and I appreciate that, but I can choose only a small percentage of the suggestions presented to me. Try as
I might, I can write only two books a year. My accounts were much shorter, naturally, but I was able to write
two crime stories every week. Fortunately, I saved copies of all of them, and some stand out sharply in my
memory. In the true-crime files that follow, I came to know many of the people involved very well.
Sometimes I knew them before the path to crime escalated to violence, and sometimes it was long after. For
twenty years I was a familiar visitor in various homicide units from Seattle, Washington, north to Bellingham,
and south to Eugene, Oregon. The detectives I met shared their investigative techniques and their gut feelings
about murder with me. This book is different from all the others. To my great surprise, in the long title
caseâ€”Last Dance, Last Chanceâ€”I heard from both the would-be killer and the victim, albeit two years
apart. She wanted to tell me about a story in her city that she thought would make an interesting book. It
sounded interestingâ€”even more interesting when she gave me the name of the accused, which sounded
vaguely familiar. I dug deep into a box of newspaper clippings, letters, and my own notes scribbled on fading
yellow legal pads and found something that matched my recall. I finally located what I soughtâ€”notes on a
phone call from a physician in Buffalo, New York. He had called to persuade me to write a book that would
unveil the shabby treatment he felt he had received from the New York State Department of Health. They had
taken away his license to practice medicine for reasons, he said, that were entirely prejudicial. I remember that
he was very well-spoken, with a deep authoritative voice, and that I felt some sympathy for him as he told me
his life was in ashes. I suggested that he contact a reporter in Buffalo who might be interested in exposing the
roots of a medical scandal. He seemed to understand, and he even introduced me to his wife, who was
listening on an extension. A few days later, I mailed him the eight-page handout I have put together for
aspiring writers. He sent me the manuscript of his biography, which was more than a hundred pages long,
single-spaced, and full of details about his life, especially about his career in medicine and its disastrous
ending. His wife obviously idolized the doctor, and she went on for chapter after chapter about how wonderful
and kind he was, how brilliant and dedicated. At most, it dealt with civil matters and possible medical
malpractice, and I had a book deadline to meet. But when someone told me the nameâ€”Anthony
Pignataroâ€”it certainly had a familiar ring. Curious, I reread the manuscript he had sent me and realized that
it had to be the same heartsick doctor who had lost his license to practice medicine in By , he appeared to
have even more problems in his life. When I heard about the charges against Dr. The Pignataro case was being
handled by the chief assistant D. I told Sedita about my short correspondence with Dr. Because I knew that
Pignataro had read my books, I sent Sedita two volumes that I thought might have significant ties to his
current investigation: Frank Sedita eventually passed them on to Deborah Pignataro, Dr. And one day, she
called me. She told me of an all-too-true scenario that seemed almost unbelievable. This story began quite
routinely as a civil matter, but it became an incredibly tangled spiderweb of pretense, deception, deadly plots,
and tragedy. This time it was western New York State, where I spent two years when my then husband was
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assigned to an antiaircraft battery in the middle of the Tuscarora Indian Reservation. We lived in a small trailer
a few miles from the tiny village of Youngstown, New York, in the farthest northwestern corner of New York
State. My first child was born in Niagara Falls at Mt. Erie and Niagara Counties were wonderful in the
summer and fall when the fruit trees of western New York were laden with apples and peaches, and bitterly
cold in the winter when the wind roared inland from Lake Erie and Lake Ontario. But Buffalo gets so cold that
Lake Erie turns to ice even as it crashes against the shoreline. Just as I never thought of Dr. Anthony Pignataro
after our brief phone meeting in , I never expected to return to Buffalo or Niagara Falls or the thin eastern belt
of Ontario where the land barely separates Lake Ontario from Lake Erie. But the twists and turns of our lives
are nothing if not unpredictable. In , I went back to the place where I had lived as a very young wife. Fittingly,
it was winter. The bitter cold was still a shock, although Buffalo natives barely acknowledged it. They did
acknowledge the blizzard that brought ten feet of snow and virtually paralyzed the city at the end of When I
arrived two weeks later, the billowing drifts had diminished, but they were still there. Going back to my own
early days was the only way I could explore the labyrinth of lies that defined the story of Anthony and
Deborah Pignataro. Their falling in love and getting married once seemed like the happy ending to a dream
romance.
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last dance last chance Dr. Anthony Pignataro was a cosmetic surgeon and a famed medical researcher whose flashy
red Lamborghini and flamboyant lifestyle in western New York State suggested a highly successful career.
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Ann Rule has penned a real-life monster story with "Last Dance, Last Chance." Here she tells the story of Doctor
Anthony Pignataro, the son of a prominent Buffalo, NY surgeon, who lacked any of the gifts his father had.
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Praise for Ann Rule's Brilliant New York Times Bestsellers EVERY BREATH YOU TAKE "Affecting, tense, and smart
true-crime. Rule digs up details that form a case study of the classic American con man crossed with the more exotic
strains of the sociopath.".
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