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But, in the course of the last nine months, I have come into possession of a certain quantity of supplementary
matter, which the appearance of the book has elicited from various quarters. Stray letters have been hunted up.
Half-forgotten anecdotes have been recalled. I should have been tempted to draw more largely upon these new
resources, if it had not been for the examples, which literary history only too copiously affords, of the risk that
attends any attempt to alter the form, or considerably increase the bulk, of a work which, in its original shape,
has had the good fortune not to displease the public. I have, however, ventured, by a very sparing selection
from sufficiently abundant material, slightly to enlarge, and, I trust, somewhat to enrich the book. If this
Second Edition is not rigidly correct in word and substance, I have no valid excuse to offer. Nothing more
pleasantly indicates the wide-spread interest with which Lord MACAULAY has inspired his readers, both at
home and in foreign countries, than the almost microscopic care with which these volumes have been studied.
It is not too much to say that, in several instances, a misprint, or a verbal error, has been brought to my notice
by at least five-and-twenty different persons; and there is hardly a page in the book which has not afforded
occasion for comment or suggestion from some friendly correspondent. There is no statement of any
importance throughout the two volumes the accuracy of which has been circumstantially impugned; but some
expressions, which have given personal pain or annoyance, have been softened or removed. There is another
class of criticism to which I have found myself altogether unable to defer. It was my business to show my
Uncle as he was, and not as I, or any one else, would have had him. If a faithful picture of MACAULAY
could not have been produced without injury to his memory, I should have left the task of drawing that picture
to others; but, having once undertaken the work, I had no choice but to ask myself, with regard to each feature
of the portrait, not whether it was attractive, but whether it was characteristic. We who had the best
opportunity of knowing him have always been convinced that his character would stand the test of an exact,
and even a minute, delineation; and we humbly believe that our confidence was not misplaced, and that the
reading world has now extended to the man the approbation which it has long conceded to his hooks. To give
to the world compositions not intended for publication may be no injury to the fame of writers who, by habit,
were careless and hasty workmen; but it is far otherwise in the case of one who made it a rule for himself to
publish nothing which was not carefully planned, strenuously laboured, and minutely finished. To the heirs
and relations of Mr. Thomas Flower Ellis and Mr. Adam Black, to the Marquis of Lansdowne, to Mr. Macvey
Napier, and to the executors of Dr. The late Sir Edward Ryan, and Mr. His early letters, with much that relates
to the whole course of his life, have been preserved, studied, and arranged, by the affectionate industry of his
sister, Miss Macaulay; and material of high interest has been entrusted to my hands by Mr. HE who
undertakes to publish the memoirs of a distinguished man may find a ready apology in the custom of the age.
If we measure the effective demand for biography by the supply, the person commemorated need possess but a
very moderate reputation, and have played no exceptional part, in order to carry the reader through many
hundred pages of anecdote, dissertation, and correspondence. To judge from the advertisements of our
circulating libraries, the public curiosity is keen with regard to some who did nothing worthy of special note,
and others who acted so continuously in the face of the world that, when their course was run, there was little
left for the world to learn about them. It may, therefore, be taken for granted that a desire exists to hear
something authentic about the life of a man who has produced works which are universally known, but which
bear little or no indication of the private history and the personal qualities of the author. This was in a marked
degree the case with Lord Macaulay. His two famous contemporaries in English literature have, consciously or
unconsciously, told their own story in their books. Those who could see between the lines in "David
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Copperfield" were aware that they had before them a delightful autobiography; and all who knew how to read
Thackeray could trace him in his novels through every stage in his course, on from the day when as a little
boy, consigned to the care of English relatives and schoolmasters, he left his mother on the steps of the
landing-place at Calcutta. The dates and names were wanting, but the man was there; while the most ardent
admirers of Macaulay will admit that a minute study of his literary productions left them, as far as any but an
intellectual knowledge of the writer himself was concerned, very much as it found them. It would be almost as
hard to compose a picture of the author from the History, the Essays, and the Lays, as to evolve an idea of
Shakespeare from Henry the Fifth and Measure for Measure. But, besides being a man of letters, Lord
Macaulay was a statesman, a jurist, and a brilliant ornament of society, at a time when to shine in society was
a distinction which a man of eminence and ability might justly value. In these several capacities, it will be
said, he was known well, and known widely. But in the first place, as these pages will show, there was one
side of his life to him, at any rate, the most important, of which even the persons with whom he mixed most
freely and confidentially in London drawing-rooms, in the Indian Council chamber, and in the lobbies and on
the benches of the House of Commons, were only in part aware. And in the next place, those who have seen
his features and heard his voice are few already and become yearly fewer; while, by a rare fate in literary
annals, the number of those who read his books is still rapidly increasing. For everyone who sat with him in
private company or at the transaction of public business,â€”for every ten who have listened to his oratory in
Parliament or from the hustings, â€”there must be tens of thousands whose interest in history and literature he
has awakened and informed by his pen, and who would gladly know what manner of man it was that has done
them so great a service. To gratify that most legitimate wish is the duty of those who have the means at their
command. His lifelike image is indelibly impressed upon their minds, for how could it be otherwise with any
who had enjoyed so close relations with such a man? But his own letters will supply the deficiencies of the
biographer. Never did any one leave behind him more copious materials for enabling others to put together a
narrative which might be the history, not indeed of his times, but of the man himself. For in the first place he
so soon showed promise of being one who would give those among whom his early years were passed reason
to be proud, and still more certain assurance that he would never afford them cause for shame, that what he
wrote was preserved with a care very seldom bestowed on childish compositions; and the value set upon his
letters by those with whom he corresponded naturally enough increased as years went on. And in the next
place he was by nature so incapable of affectation or concealment that he could not write otherwise than as he
felt, and, to one person at least, could never refrain from writing all that he felt; so that we may read in his
letters, as in a clear mirror, his opinions and inclinations, his hopes and affections, at every succeeding period
of his existence. Such letters could never have been submitted to an editor not connected with both
correspondents by the strongest ties; and even one who stands in that position must often be sorely puzzled as
to what he has the heart to publish and the right to withhold. I am conscious that a near relative has peculiar
temptations towards that partiality of the biographer which Lord Macaulay himself so often and so cordially
denounced; and the danger is greater in the case of one whose knowledge of him coincided with his later
years; for it would not be easy to find a nature which gained more by time than his, and lost less. But
believing, as I do, to use his own words, that "if he were now living he would have sufficient judgment and
sufficient greatness of mind" to wish to be shown as himself, I will suppress no trait in his disposition, or
incident in his career, which might provoke blame or question. Such in all points as he was, the world, which
has been so indulgent to him, has a right to know him; and those who best love him do not fear the
consequences of freely submitting his character and his actions to the public verdict. In the first decade of the
eighteenth century Aulay Macaulay, the great-grandfather of the historian, was minister of Tiree and Coll;
where he was "grievously annoyed by a decreet obtained after instance of the Laird of Ardchattan, taking
away his stipend. Aulay was the father of fourteen children, of whom one, Kenneth, the minister of
Ardnamurchan, still occupies a very humble niche in the temple of literature. He wrote a History of St. Kilda
which happened to fall into the hands of Dr. Johnson, who spoke of it more than once with favour. His reason
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for liking the book is characteristic enough. Macaulay had recorded the belief prevalent in St. Kilda that, as
soon as the factor landed on the island, all the inhabitants had an attack which from the account appears to
have partaken of the nature both of influenza and bronchitis. This touched the superstitious vein in Johnson,
who praised him for his "magnanimity" in venturing to chronicle so questionable a phenomenon; the more so
because,â€”said the Doctor,â€”"Macaulay set out with a prejudice against prejudice, and wanted to be a smart
modern thinker. Kilda appears to be innocent of any trace of such pretension; unless it be that the author
speaks slightingly of second-sight, a subject for which Johnson always had a strong hankering. In Johnson
paid a visit to Mr. Macaulay, who by that time had removed to Calder, and began the interview by
congratulating him on having produced "a very pretty piece of topography,"â€”a compliment which did not
seem to the taste of the author. The conversation turned upon rather delicate subjects, and, before many hours
had passed, the guest had said to the host one of the very rudest things recorded by Boswell! Later on in the
same evening he atoned for his incivility by giving one of the boys of the house a pocket Sallust, and
promising to procure him a servitorship at Oxford. Subsequently Johnson pronounced that Mr. The eldest son
of old Aulay, and the grandfather of Lord Macaulay, was John, born in the year He was minister successively
of Barra, South Uist, Lismore, and Inverary; the last appointment being a proof of the interest which the
family of Argyll continued to take in the fortunes of the Macaulays. He, likewise, during the famous tour in
the Hebrides, came across the path of Boswell, who mentions him in an exquisitely absurd paragraph, the first
of those in which is described the visit to Inverary Castle. Johnson to the Duke of Argyll. After seeing for a
long time little but rusticity, their lively manner, and gay inciting appearance, pleased me so much, that I
thought for a moment I could have been a knight-errant for them. Macaulay afterwards passed the evening
with the travellers at their inn, and provoked Johnson into what Boswell calls warmth, and anyone else would
call brutality, by the very proper remark that he had no notion of people being in earnest in good professions if
their practice belied them. When we think what well-known ground this was to Lord Macaulay, it is
impossible to suppress a wish that the great talker had been at hand to avenge his grandfather and grand-uncle.
Being a man of good sense he had a just admiration of Dr. There is a tradition that, in his younger days, the
minister of Inverary proved his Whiggism by giving information to the authorities which almost led to the
capture of the young Pretender. It is perhaps a matter of congratulation that this item was not added to the
heavy account that the Stuarts have against the Macaulay family. John Macaulay enjoyed a high reputation as
a preacher, and was especially renowned for his fluency. In he removed to Cardross in Dumbartonshire,
where, on the bank of the noble estuary of the Clyde, he spent the last fifteen years of a useful and honoured
life. He was twice married. His first wife died at the birth of his first child. Eight years afterwards, in , he
espoused Margaret, daughter of Colin Campbell of Inveresragan, who survived him by a single year. By her
he had the patriarchal number of twelve children, whom he brought up on the old Scotch system, â€”common
to the households of minister, man of business, farmer, and peasant alike,â€”on fine air, simple diet, and a
solid training in knowledge human and divine. Two generations after, Mr. Anyone can see that you are an
honest good sort of fellow, made out of oatmeal. Aulay, the eldest by his second wife, became a clergyman of
the Church of England. His reputation as a scholar and antiquary stood high, and in the capacity of a private
tutor he became known even in royal circles. He published pamphlets and treatises, the list of which it is not
worth while to record, and meditated several large works that perhaps never got much beyond a title. Of all his
undertakings the one best deserving commemoration in these pages was a tour that he made into Scotland in
company with Mr. Thomas Babington, the owner of Rothley Temple in Leicestershire, in the course of which
the travellers paid a visit to the manse at Cardross. Babington fell in love with one of the daughters of the
house, Miss Jean Macaulay, and married her in Nine years afterwards he had an opportunity of presenting his
brother-in-law Aulay Macaulay with the very pleasant living of Rothley. Alexander, another son of John
Macaulay, succeeded his father as minister of Cardross. Colin went into the Indian army, and died a general.
He followed the example of the more ambitious among his brother officers, and exchanged military for civil
duties. In he acted as secretary to a political and diplomatic Commission which accompanied the force that
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marched under General Harris against Seringapatam. Soon after the commencement of the century Colin
Macaulay was appointed Resident at the important native state of Travancore. While on this employment he
happened to light upon a valuable collection of books, and rapidly made himself master of the principal
European languages, which he spoke and wrote with a facility surprising in one who had acquired them within
a few leagues of Cape Comorin. There was another son of John Macaulay, who in force and elevation of
character stood out among his brothers, and who was destined to make for himself no ordinary career. The
path which Zachary Macaulay chose to tread did not lead to wealth, or worldly success, or indeed to much
worldly happiness. Born in , he was sent out at the age of sixteen by a Scotch house of business as bookkeeper
to an estate in Jamaica, of which he soon rose to be sole manager. His position brought him into the closest
possible contact with negro slavery. His mind was not prepossessed against the system of society which he
found in the West Indies. His personal interests spoke strongly in its favour, while his father, whom he justly
respected, could see nothing to condemn in an institution recognised by Scripture. Indeed, the religious world
still allowed the maintenance of slavery to continue an open question. John Newton, the real founder of that
school in the Church of England of which in after years Zachary Macaulay was a devoted member, contrived
to reconcile the business of a slave trader with the duties of a Christian, and to the end of his days gave scandal
to some of his disciples, who by that time were one and all sworn abolitionists, by his supposed reluctance to
see that there could be no fellowship between light and such darkness. But Zachary Macaulay had eyes of his
own to look about him, a clear head for forming a judgment on what he saw, and a conscience which would
not permit him to live otherwise than in obedience to its mandates.
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In whatever degree infant schools relax that tie they do mischief. For my own part, I would rather hear a boy
of three years old lisp all the bad words in the language than that he should have no feelings of family
affection--that his character should be that which must be expected in one who has had the misfortune of
having a schoolmaster in place of a mother. The phenomena are exactly the same which have always been
found to exist when a new mode of education has been rising into fashion. No man of fifty now learns Greek
with boys; but in the sixteenth century it was not at all unusual to see old Doctors of Divinity attending
lectures side by side with young students. If a proper subscription is demanded from those who have access to
them, and if all that is raised by this subscription is laid out in adding to the libraries, the students will be no
losers by the plan. We pay a large sum to send a master to a distant station. He dislikes the place. The collector
is uncivil; the surgeon quarrels with him; and he must be moved. The expenses of the journey have to be
defrayed. Another man is to be transferred from a place where he is comfortable and useful. Our masters run
from station to station at our cost, as vapourised ladies at home run about from spa to spa. All situations have
their discomforts; and there are times when we all wish that our lot had been cast in some other line of life, or
in some other place. Heraldry is not a science which has any eternal rules. It is a system of arbitrary canons,
originating in pure caprice. Nothing can be more absurd and grotesque than armorial bearings, considered in
themselves. Certain recollections, certain associations, make them interesting in many cases to an Englishman;
but in those recollections and associations the natives of India do not participate. A lion, rampant, with a folio
in his paw, with a man standing on each side of him, with a telescope over his head, and with a Persian motto
under his feet, must seem to them either very mysterious, or very absurd. That the Saracens a thousand years
ago cultivated mathematical science is hardly, I think, a reason for our spending any money in translating
English treatises on mathematics into Arabic. Sutherland would probably think it very strange if we were to
urge the destruction of the Alexandrian Library as a reason against patronising Arabic literature in the
nineteenth century. The undertaking may be, as Mr. Sutherland conceives, a great national work. So is the
breakwater at Madras. But under the orders which we have received from the Government, we have just as
little to do with one as with the other. That men of thirty should be bribed to continue their education into
mature life "seems very absurd. Moghal Jan has been paid to learn something during twelve years. We are told
that he is lazy and stupid; but there are hopes that in four years more he will have completed his course of
study. We have had quite enough of these lazy, stupid schoolboys of thirty. Grammars of rhetoric and
grammars of logic are among the most useless furniture of a shelf. Give a boy Robinson Crusoe. That is worth
all the grammars of rhetoric and logic in the world. We ought to procure such books as are likely to give the
children a taste for the literature of the West; not books filled with idle distinctions and definitions, which
every man who has learned them makes haste to forget. Who ever reasoned better for having been taught the
difference between a syllogism and an enthymeme? Who ever composed with greater spirit and elegance
because he could define an oxymoron or an aposiopesis? I am not joking, but writing quite seriously, when I
say that I would much rather order a hundred copies of Jack the Giant-killer for our schools than a hundred
copies of any grammar of rhetoric or logic that ever was written. I must own too, that I think the order for
globes and other instruments unnecessarily large. To lay out pounds at once on globes alone, useful as I
acknowledge those articles to be, seems exceedingly profuse, when we have only about 3, pounds a year for
all purposes of English education. One inch or inch globe for each school is quite enough; and we ought not, I
think, to order sixteen such globes when we are about to establish only seven schools. I think it a very
questionable thing whether, even at home, public spouting and acting ought to form part of the system of a
place of education. But in this country such exhibitions are peculiarly out of place. I can conceive nothing
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more grotesque than the scene from the Merchant of Venice, with Portia represented by a little black boy.
Then, too, the subjects of recitation were ill chosen. We are attempting to introduce a great nation to a
knowledge of the richest and noblest literature in the world. Our disciple tries to hiccup, and tumbles and
staggers about in imitation of the tipsy English sailors whom he has seen at the punch houses. Really, if we
can find nothing better worth reciting than this trash, we had better give up English instruction altogether. I
will engage to frame, currente calamo, a better list. These are books which will amuse and interest those who
obtain them. I would not give orders at random for books about which we know nothing. We are under no
necessity of ordering at haphazard. If Sir Benjamin Malkin will furnish the names of ten or twelve works of a
scientific kind, which he thinks suited for prizes, the task will not be difficult; and, with his help, I will gladly
undertake it. There is a marked distinction between a prize book and a school book. A prize book ought to be a
book which a boy receives with pleasure, and turns over and over, not as a task, but spontaneously. I have not
forgotten my own school-boy feelings on this subject. My pleasure at obtaining a prize was greatly enhanced
by the knowledge that my little library would receive a very agreeable addition. If my master had given me,
instead of Boswell, a Critical Pronouncing Dictionary, or a Geographical Class book, I should have been much
less gratified by my success. On this Macaulay remarks "To hire four or five people to make a literature is a
course which never answered and never will answer, in any part of the world. They cannot be built. We are
now following the slow but sure course on which alone we can depend for a supply of good books in the
vernacular languages of India. We are attempting to raise up a large class of enlightened natives. I hope that,
twenty years hence, there will be hundreds, nay thousands, of natives familiar with the best models of
composition, and well acquainted with Western science. Among them some persons will be found who will
have the inclination and the ability to exhibit European knowledge in the vernacular dialects. This I believe to
be the only way in which we can raise up a good vernacular literature in this country. Twice twenty years have
brought into existence, not hundreds or thousands, but hundreds of thousands, of natives who can appreciate
European knowledge when laid before them in the English language, and can reproduce it in their own. Taking
one year with another, upwards of a thousand works of literature and science are published annually in Bengal
alone, and at least four times that number throughout the entire continent. Our colleges have more than six
thousand students on their books, and two hundred thousand boys are receiving a liberal education in schools
of the higher order. For the improvement of the mass of the people, nearly seven thousand young men are in
training as Certificated Masters. The amount allotted in the budget to the item of Public Instruction has
increased more than seventy-fold since ; and is largely supplemented by the fees which parents of all classes
willingly contribute when once they have been taught the value of a commodity the demand for which is
created by the supply. During many years past the generosity of wealthy natives has to a great extent been
diverted from the idle extravagance of pageants and festivals, to promote the intellectual advancement of their
fellow-countrymen. On several different occasions, at a single stroke of the pen, our Indian universities have
been endowed with twice, three times, four times the amount of the slender sum which Macaulay had at his
command. But none the less was he the master-engineer, whose skill and foresight determined the direction of
the channels, along which this stream of public and private munificence was to flow for the regeneration of
our Eastern Empire. A clause in the Act of gave rise to the appointment of a Commission to inquire into the
jurisprudence and jurisdiction of our Eastern Empire. Macaulay, at his own instigation, was appointed
President of that Commission. He had not been many months engaged in his new duties before he submitted a
proposal, by the adoption of which his own industry and the high talents of his colleagues, Mr. Cameron and
Sir John Macleod, might be turned to the best account by being employed in framing a Criminal Code for the
whole Indian Empire. It should be framed on two great principles, the principle of suppressing crime with the
smallest possible amount of suffering, and the principle of ascertaining truth at the smallest possible cost of
time and money. The Commissioners should be particularly charged to study conciseness, as far as it is
consistent with perspicuity. In general, I believe, it will be found that perspicuous and concise expressions are
not only compatible, but identical. The results of that work did not show themselves quickly enough to satisfy
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the most practical, and, to its credit be it spoken, the most exacting of Governments; and Macaulay was under
the necessity of explaining and excusing a procrastination, which was celerity itself as compared with any
codifying that had been done since the days of Justinian. Anderson has been twice under the necessity of
leaving Calcutta, and has not, till very lately, been able to labour with his accustomed activity. Macleod has
been, till within the last week or ten days, in so feeble a state that the smallest effort seriously disordered him;
and his health is so delicate that, admirably qualified as he is, by very rare talents, for the discharge of his
functions, it would be imprudent, in forming any prospective calculation, to reckon on much service from him.
Cameron, of the importance of whose assistance I need not speak, has been, during more than four months,
utterly unable to do any work, and has at length been compelled to ask leave of absence, in order to visit the
Cape for the recovery of his health. Thus, as the Governor- General has stated, Mr. Millett and myself have,
during a considerable time, constituted the whole effective strength of the Commission. Millett been able to
devote to the business of the Commission his whole undivided attention. People who have never considered
the importance and difficulty of the task in which we are employed are surprised to find that a Code cannot be
spoken of extempore, or written like an article in a magazine. I am not ashamed to acknowledge that there are
several chapters in the Code on which I have been employed for months; of which I have changed the whole
plan ten or twelve times; which contain not a single word as it originally stood; and with which I am still very
far indeed from being satisfied. I certainly shall not hurry on my share of the work to gratify the childish
impatience of the ignorant. Their censure ought to be a matter of perfect indifference to men engaged in a task,
on the right performance of which the welfare of millions may, during a long series of years, depend. The cost
of the Commission is as nothing when compared with the importance of such a work. The time during which
the Commission has sat is as nothing compared with the time during which that work will produce good, or
evil, to India. Buonaparte had at his command the services of experienced jurists to any extent to which he
chose to call for them; yet his legislation proceeded at a far slower rate than ours. The Criminal Code of
Louisiana was commenced in February After it had been in preparation during three years and a half, an
accident happened to the papers which compelled Mr. Livingstone to request indulgence for another year.
Indeed, when I remember the slow progress of law reforms at home, and when I consider that our Code
decides hundreds of questions, every one of which, if stirred in England, would give occasion to voluminous
controversy and to many animated debates, I must acknowledge that I am inclined to fear that we have been
guilty rather of precipitation than of delay. The most readable of all Digests, its pages are alive with
illustrations drawn from history, from literature, and from the habits and occurrences of everyday life. A is
liable to punishment as a fabricator of false evidence. The chapters on theft and trespass establish the rights of
book owners as against book stealers, book borrowers, and book defacers, with an affectionate precision
which would have gladdened the heart of Charles Lamb or Sir Walter Scott. A has not committed theft, as he
has not acted fraudulently, though he may have committed criminal trespass and mischief. Such an assault
called forth the memorable blow of Wat Tyler.
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Thus, the young Macaulay, an astonishingly precocious boy, grew up in an atmosphere of piety, introspection,
and humanitarian endeavor. He absorbed and retained the moral and ethical imperatives inculcated upon him;
but much to the chagrin of his father, he never underwent a conversion experience and always remained wary
of the emotional excesses, cant, and hypocrisy to which an experiential religion so easily lends itself. At
Trinity College, Cambridge, he distinguished himself as a classicist and a poet. He became a fellow of the
college in While at the university, he triumphed as an orator in the Union Debating Society and began his
brilliant career as an essayist. It was indeed appropriate that in that essay, which made him famous overnight,
he should have taken his place on the libertarian side of seventeenth-century English politics. Although
Macaulay had been a mild Tory when he entered the university, he was a staunch Whig when he left, and in
many ways his political stance was derived from his study of the constitutional conflicts of the seventeenth
century. These characteristics led him on occasion to anticipate some of the insights of twentieth-century
social science ; the results are still well worth sampling in some of his articles: Macaulay was elected to
Parliament in His speeches in favor of the Reform Bill in and gained him immense repute as an orator and
secured for him, an outsider who lacked both wealth and noble birth, entry into the strongholds of Whig
society. For him parliamentary reform was not merely a matter of expediency, although, to be sure, he
emphasized that the aristocracy had better make timely political concessions to the middle classes if it wanted
to avoid revolution. Reform was, rather, the latest inevitable stage in a series of historical developments that
had resulted in a more widespread distribution of property, great increase of wealth, ever greater triumphs of
science and industry, and a steady progress from rudeness to refinement. In other words, the Reform Act was
merely one way of bringing political arrangements into alignment with an advancing state of society. His
personal motive for going was to make himself financially independent. In India he made two significant
contributions. And he was largely responsible for drawing up a uniform Indian penal code in Its substance
was the English criminal law. Revised by Sir Barnes Peacock, it went into operation in In Macaulay returned
to England, and it was in the course of that year that he began seriously to plan his major literary work, which
eventually appeared under the title The History of England, From the Accession of James the Second,. He
remained active in politics, was Secretary at War from to , and sat in Parliament for most of the rest of his life.
The first two volumes of the History came out late in , and it was appropriate that a work celebrating the
bloodless revolution of and the establishment of English constitutional stability should make its appearance in
the course of a year that had seen revolutionary violence on the continent of Europe, but not in England. In his
History Macaulay showed himself to be a master of historical narrative. It is descriptive rather than analytical
social history. Still, of its kind and of its time it remains a magnificent achievement. The History of England is
not without its defects. He approached the past from the vantage point of a more glorious present. He was, as
S. Gardiner pointed out, a better judge of situations than of character. There are some distortions. But those
who expect to find in the History a naively stated parti pris will look in vain. The popular success of the
History volumes 3 and 4 appeared in , a fifth volume posthumously in was immense and constituted a unique
publishing phenomenon in nineteenth-century England. It appealed to the pride as well as the prejudices of its
purchasers and was read with both pleasure and profit by an ever-growing literate public. In historiographical
terms it marked, as Leopold von Ranke observed, the triumph of the Whig view of seventeenth-century
English history over the Tory view, articulated by David Hume. Macaulay was awarded a peerage in , the first
English historian to be so honored.
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But, in the course of the last nine months, I have come into possession of a certain quantity of supplementary
matter, which the appearance of the book has elicited from various quarters. Stray letters have been hunted up.
Half-forgotten anecdotes have been recalled. I should have been tempted to draw more largely upon these new
resources, if it had not been for the examples, which literary history only too copiously affords, of the risk that
attends any attempt to alter the form, or considerably increase the bulk, of a work which, in its original shape,
has had the good fortune not to displease the public. I have, however, ventured, by a very sparing selection
from sufficiently abundant material, slightly to enlarge, and, I trust, somewhat to enrich the book. If this
Second Edition is not rigidly correct in word and substance, I have no valid excuse to offer. Nothing more
pleasantly indicates the wide-spread interest with which Lord MACAULAY has inspired his readers, both at
home and in foreign countries, than the almost microscopic care with which these volumes have been studied.
It is not too much to say that, in several instances, a misprint, or a verbal error, has been brought to my notice
by at least five-and-twenty different persons; and there is hardly a page in the book which has not afforded
occasion for comment or suggestion from some friendly correspondent. There is no statement of any
importance throughout the two volumes the accuracy of which has been circumstantially impugned; but some
expressions, which have given personal pain or annoyance, have been softened or removed. There is another
class of criticism to which I have found myself altogether unable to defer. It was my business to show my
Uncle as he was, and not as I, or any one else, would have had him. If a faithful picture of MACAULAY
could not have been produced without injury to his memory, I should have left the task of drawing that picture
to others; but, having once undertaken the work, I had no choice but to ask myself, with regard to each feature
of the portrait, not whether it was attractive, but whether it was characteristic. We who had the best
opportunity of knowing him have always been convinced that his character would stand the test of an exact,
and even a minute, delineation; and we humbly believe that our confidence was not misplaced, and that the
reading world has now extended to the man the approbation which it has long conceded to his hooks. To give
to the world compositions not intended for publication may be no injury to the fame of writers who, by habit,
were careless and hasty workmen; but it is far otherwise in the case of one who made it a rule for himself to
publish nothing which was not carefully planned, strenuously laboured, and minutely finished. To the heirs
and relations of Mr. Thomas Flower Ellis and Mr. Adam Black, to the Marquis of Lansdowne, to Mr. Macvey
Napier, and to the executors of Dr. The late Sir Edward Ryan, and Mr. His early letters, with much that relates
to the whole course of his life, have been preserved, studied, and arranged, by the affectionate industry of his
sister, Miss Macaulay; and material of high interest has been entrusted to my hands by Mr.
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