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The main idea of this practical and insitful book is simply this--the key to extended, fruitful, and enjoyable pastor-church
relationship is an expanded knowledge of the pastor by the church. Knowin his personality, his responsibilities, and even
his struggles, can result in an enhanced ministry.

This is a wise question because if you are off by a few degrees at the start and you travel that path for a while,
you will be off by miles later. I know that from experience. And it is better to learn sooner than later. So here
are the 10 things not necessarily in any particular order that I thought my new Christian friend should sink
down deep into his heart, head and hands as he travels his first year with Jesus: The one thing that the Bible
emphasizes more than us loving God and people is that God loves us. He loves us first and most. He cannot
not love you Rom. Your motivation to and the purpose of learning, serving, worshipping, giving, reaching,
reading, praying, etc. You not only are saved by grace, but you grow by it, too. This is a false equation: New
and enthusiastic Christians often do this. Instead, lead people to Jesus by loving people to Jesus 1 Cor. If they
ask you why you live the way you do, humbly and simply share with them why you put your hope in Jesus.
Love your neighborsâ€”your literal neighborsâ€”the ones you have, not the ones you wish you had. Do this
because you are a Christian, not just because you want them to be Christians. Focus on Jesus, His cross, His
resurrection and His kingdom. When you confessed Jesus as the living Lord and Messiah, you never
saidâ€”and will never sayâ€”anything more meaningful. Jesus is God with skin. They were mere men; Jesus is
God who became a man. He is the center and circumferenceâ€”the hub and rim of all of life and creation.
They may not think they are the only Christians, but they do think they are the best or most right ones. This is
a prideful and sinful attitude that grieves Jesus and dismembers His body. Strive for unity in the body of Christ
by praying humbly and thankfully for other Christians. Pray with your Bible open. There are many different
spiritual exercises fasting, solitude, serving, etc. Prayerfully read about the beginning of the church in a book
called Acts. Prayerfully read some letters written by Christians for Christiansâ€”some good ones to start with
are James, Philippians and Ephesians. Find a Christian mentor. You will need help and encouragement in this
journey with Jesus. Ask an older Christian of the same gender as you to mentor you. Look for someone who
displays the attitudes and actions that were described above. Be a blessing to them in return. But new
Christians will learn new things. Some of those things will be true but not important. Some things will be off
by degrees that can lead them astray. Other things will be just plain wrong. Help new Christians learn to
follow Jesus by being their best at what matters most to Him.
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The Money in the Church Who has control over monies coming into the church? Thank you for the question.
However, I have to admit that this is a difficult question from a "thus saith the Lord" vantage point. I know of
no absolute statements on the control of money in the church in scripture. Much of the structure of our
churches has been established by man. The Bible gives certain guidelines and then leaves many of the details
of church organization to us. However, as in all things, the scripture has some precepts that should guide our
decisions. That is where we will look. Order Paul sent Titus to the churches of Crete to "set in order the things
that are wanting" Titus 1: Of the order of worship and the work of the ministry, Paul would have "all things be
done decently and in order" 1 Corinthians This shows me that a church should have an established procedure
for the control of monies in the church. The controls do not belong to whoever shows up first, has the most
muscle, or bluffs his or her way through. The church is a group of baptized believers who have joined together
for the purpose of accomplishing the work of God on this earth. Traditionally, the church has been looked on
as a covenanted body of people. That is, they have joined together in agreement and those who join them later
are coming in agreement with earlier policies. Therefore, they should have established policies and procedures
for the handling of monies. These procedures may differ from church to church since the Bible does not spell
these things out in detail. But there is no excuse for no established procedures. That is not decent or in order.
Leadership The church is set up by God to have leaders. They are said to "rule" the church. Of the bishop or
pastor, Paul said, "For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of
God? Peter commands the elders to "feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof"
1 Peter 5: These verses teach that the leadership of the church has rule over the church. My father in the
ministry, Luther Adkins, used to tell me that whoever controls the money in an organization controls the
organization. Now, I am not advocating absolute, unchallenged control of the money by the pastor and other
leaders without any safeguards. However, there is certainly nothing in the Bible that teaches any form of
democracy in church spending. I have heard too many stories of the messes caused by everyone voting on
practically every item. If the leadership is dishonest or foolish, it can mean much pain for the church. But
churches that are run by vote are brought down to the vision of the average member. In most churches, that is
dangerous as well. There must be a balance and this leads to the next two precepts. Integrity I partially quoted
1Peter 5: Here are verses 2 and 3 in entirety: They are not to get a kick out of calling the shots. Their desire is
the good of the people. This is similar to the relationship of the husband and the wife. It is true that the
husband can make final decisions in the household and the wife is commanded to submit. However, the godly
husband is to love his wife like Christ loved the church. Therefore, he should put her first in all his decisions.
So, although he is given the authority to make the decision, it is not to be made for his own benefit, but for the
primary benefit of his wife and family. The pastor is in a similar situation. He is given much authority in the
leadership of the church. However, he is never to be led by his own ambitions or needs. The needs of the
church should always be first. That is why one of the qualification of a pastor is that he be "not greedy of
filthy lucre" 1Timothy 3: If he has any serious problems with money, he should never be put in as pastor of a
church. Accountability 2 Corinthians, chapters eight and nine, deals with an offering being taken up for the
needs of the believers in other parts. Right in the midst of these instructions about money, Paul states,
"Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men" 2 Corinthians 8:
Here, Paul emphasizes the importance of dealing with church money in a way that is appears honest, not only
in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men. The handling of monies must be open and aboveboard.
There must be accountability for the funds. If this is not done, it will result in distrust and anger--even if
nothing specifically wrong has been done. We need honest accountability in our churches. Conclusion If the
precepts defined above are followed, there can still be variations from one church to another. Some churches
give greater control to the pastor and leadership; some balance the control with frequent votes on expenditures.
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things should be settled before the questions arise. At least, I hope it helps to see some of the biblical precepts
involved.
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By Grant Castleberry Originally posted October 24th, I am writing this post for him and myriads of other
young men like himâ€”young, single men that I have conversations with almost daily about life and
relationships. I know that God does not call every man to marriage, but for the many that he does, it is a good
thing that they find a godly wife. Outside of salvation in Jesus Christ, a godly wife brings more joy and
happiness to a man than anything else on earth. She is far more precious than jewels. The heart of her husband
trusts in her, and he will have no lack of gain. What man does not want to find that? A woman that he can trust
with every ounce of his being. But where does a man begin if he wants to find a woman like that? Where does
he start to begin the search for a woman of such value? By no means is this list exhaustive, nor or these
necessarily in order of importance, although the first one is. Before a man finds a godly woman, he first finds
the living God. He begins to long to glorify Jesus Christ with his life and sees Christ as infinitely valuable and
worth all of his time and energy 1 Corinthians A godly woman will not settle for anything less! She wants a
man that could be a spiritual leader for her, a man that she can respect 1 Peter 3: If you are seeking your
validity or worth in a woman, you will not find a godly woman, because you will be looking for qualities that
the world esteems rather than the qualities that God esteems. Seek the Lord in prayer and ask him to bring you
a godly woman. It is OK to do that. Also, pray for wisdom and discernment. God is more than willing to give
that to you as well if you will ask him for it James 1: Also, start praying for your future wife. Pray for her
protection and her own growth in godliness. You will read passages like Proverbs 31 and Titus 2 , and you
will see and learn about what God considers to be a godly woman. A vision for what type of woman God is
leading you to will begin to form in your mind as you listen to the Word of God. And by joining a church, I
mean a church where the Word is taught as the inerrant and infallible Word of God, where the Word is taught
and preached, where the Gospel of Jesus Christ is cherished, and where people are on mission to bring the
Gospel to the world. Also, this should be obvious, but church is where the godly women are! If you want to
see a football game, you go to the football stadium. If you want to find a godly girl, go to a church. She wants
to join a man on mission that is doing something with his life. She wants to be a part of something special. It is
your job to figure out what this is. What are you to do with your life? Where are you to go? How are you
going to invest in building the kingdom of God? She wants to marry a hard worker whom she can respect. He
will stand before kings; he will not stand before obscure men. Take ownership and pride in your work and
work hard. Strive to become the best at what you do. Instead, develop appropriate friendships with Christian
women in the context of service in the church. A godly woman wants to first see your godly character on
display before she wants to trust you emotionally and romantically in a serious relationship. Before you ask a
girl out you should know something of her character and her godliness. You will most likely meet a godly girl
at church or serving at another Christian organization or institution. They have seen more, experienced more,
and most importantly have walked with God longer than you have. They will be able to invest in your life and
impart wisdom to you in ways that your peers cannot. Also, more often than not, older, godly men are married
to older, godly women, who know and are mentoring young, godly women. See where I am going with this?
Long story short, pursue relationships with older, wiser men. Where do you meet these men? Got back to step
number 5, and join a church! Did you find this resource helpful? You, too, can help support the ministry of
CBMW. We are a non-profit organization that is fully-funded by individual gifts and ministry partnerships.
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Even with everything that has happened, people still love priests and the priesthood. The reason for this is that
they love Jesus and they know that the priesthood is the way that Jesus has chosen to stay with them. They
will treat you accordingly. This is a beautiful thing and it should be a cause of great joy for you to see how
devoted the people still are to their priests. It is very critical to remember, however, that Jesus and the
sacraments are the reason people are treating you so differently, not because of your awesome personal
accomplishments, and certainly not because you are actually better than them in any way. This reality will hit
you very hard pretty early on, and may cause some struggle because you know your own interior life and you
know what a miserable sinner you still are. This is a good thing, and you should be very concerned for your
spiritual health if it ever completely stops bothering you. You are still you, warts and all. With that in mind, be
aware that people are going to treat you as if a You have no faults or sins, b You are an expert in all matters
spiritual and doctrinal especially moral! Hopefully, you have enough self-knowledge to realize that none of
these are reality. It goes without saying that without constant self-checks and being committed to holding
nothing back from your spiritual director, any one of these things will be poison to your soul if you start to
believe your own hype. The last of those three things deserves more attention. Because you have made a
temporary commitment to celibacy which is definitely a good thing , women in your life will suddenly see you
as emotionally available and eminently trustworthy with their intimate feelings. Be very, very careful here.
Regarding interactions with the opposite sex, I would recommend being very diligent in paying attention to
the what your actions tell you in terms of your commitment to celibacy. If you have cultivated a relationship
with someone that is starting to cross some boundaries even just emotionally you need to bring that to your
director. Failure to do so is a recipe for a spiritual and potentially, moral, disaster. And I do mean pretty much
all the same sins. Perhaps the fact that some of the them are happening inside the Church makes them worse or
more scandalous, but the reality is what it is. I think a lot of young men enter seminary with the expectation
that they will suddenly stop struggling with the sins of their past and that everyone else there will be very
pious and virtuous. However, you will also meet men who are bishops, or priests, or who are about to be
priests whom you know because of your proximity to their lives to be at least as flawed and sinful as you are.
Realizing and accepting this is not necessarily a bad thing, in fact it can be an opportunity for great spiritual
maturation. You will be forced to separate your notion of the holiness of the Church and of the Priesthood
from the holiness or lack thereof in the individuals who occupy the Church, even at the highest levels of
authority. For that reason, it can also be one of the greatest opportunities for growth available. You will
experience the dissonance between the things that people say about the Church from the outside and the things
you know to be true on the inside. Faith tells us that Jesus is in charge of His Church and nothing can stop it
from enduring. You will be made to cling to this truth in a new way when you go to seminary. Something I
found in seminary was that not only was I taught methods and forced into habits of prayer that were totally
new, but I found myself impelled by the difficulty of the situations I faced, and simply by taking my
discernment seriously, into praying with greater fervor and intensity than I ever had before. This is true
especially if your seminary offers a Spirituality Year and a long Ignatian retreat as mine did. With this great
gift, however, comes the great responsibility of remaining mindful that this spiritual gift is especially for you,
here and now in your life. God neither expects nor wants all of the faithful to have the same kind of prayer life
and practices that you are building. Conclusion Overall, seminary can be a great time of grace and maturing as
a Christian man. The best advice I think I can give to anyone planning to go to seminary is to keep your grasp
on reality.
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Therefore, it logically follows that it is important for pastors to know who is in attendance and membership
within the congregation. There are obviously many practical reasons for this, but one is certainly to protect the
flock from potential harm. But I submit that these types of people are not the most dangerous people that
attend your church. At least, they are not in my experience. Instead, the most dangerous person at your church
is the apparently smart guy who is unteachable. This is the guy who seems to have a lot of biblical knowledge.
He can drop the 30 lb. Very often, he is quite involved and appears to have things together. However, he is
dangerous because of the reason you would not think; he is unteachable. Let me give you some reasons why
and how he is dangerous: This means that being a disciple is being one who is always learning. Therefore, to
have it all figured out is to deny who you are. As Christians, we have to be people who are learning; this
includes everyone from pastors to children. He Is Critical If this guy is not being moved by the ministry of the
Word, he is likely gathering bullets to shoot at leaders. He sits quietly during the sermons and teachings only
to pick apart everything like a Monday morning quarterback. His unteachability looks the exact opposite of
what James 1 teaches: Know this, my beloved brothers: Please note this is not a repudiation of constructive
criticism. This is desperately needed. There is a difference between constructive and destructive criticism,
however.
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Are we to be faithful to the local church "first"? For example, if you wish to visit a different church one
Sunday, people will tell you that your first commitment must be to your home church. Or do these people
make the local church a bigger deal than it really is? Are we required to be faithful TO our local church or
faithful IN our local church? I even heard one pastor say that people who only attend Sunday morning
services, but not Sunday night and mid-week services, are not really saved. What he conveniently forgot to
mention was that many of those folk who are in church all the time are not really spiritual, but rather use the
local church as a substitute for personal devotion. Do these pastors really want people to study the Word for
themselves, or are they threatened by believers who are too knowledgeable? Do they really want their church
folk to have close relationships with God, or do they just want them to attend services? Do they really want
their members to do real Christian ministry, or do they just want them to get involved in the local church
programs? Are they more faithful to the local church than to the kingdom of God universal church? First of
all, faithfulness is a Christian virtue. In fact it is one of the fruit of the Spirit Galatians 5: Believers are
required to be faithful, period. But you need to know exactly what people mean when they make the above
statements. When many people say those things, what they really mean is that you must be a regular attendant
at church services, and that you must be a regular partaker in many of the church programs and activities.
Many churches are just social organizations and middle class country clubs. And what we call fellowship are
just social gatherings. Is that what we are called to be faithful to? And what the Bible calls fellowship is much
more than the social gatherings over pot-luck lunches that we are accustomed to today. However, the Bible
does address the local church, especially in the pastoral epistles of Paul â€” the ones to Timothy and Titus. If a
man desires the position of a bishop,he desires a good work. Titus 1 5 For this reason I left you in Crete, that
you should set in order the things that are lacking, and appoint elders in every city as I commanded youâ€” 6 if
a man is blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of dissipation or
insubordination. In 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1, Paul discusses the requirements of those who would be bishops
and deacons. Whatever name you give to church positions today, they can generally be classified as bishops
and deacons. The latter refers to those with physical ministries, e. Among the qualities listed are: Am I saying
that believers should not be faithful in their local church? But we have to be careful to distinguish between
what is in the Bible and what are man-made rules. Their pastors are required to attend every single meeting.
Many of them have to balance secular jobs with their pastorates, and still find time to attend all of those boring
meetings. This is the last thing that Paul intended when he penned 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1. Paul even said
that if a man was found not to be a good leader in his home, he should not be leading the people of God. This
applied to both bishops and deacons. Do I have anything against divorced people? All I am saying is that we
have our priorities mixed up because we value our traditions above the word of God. Some people today spend
most of their free time inside the local church, while family life spends most of its time in the gutter. This is
not what Jesus had in mind when he founded the church. The family has a higher status in the plan of God
than does the local church. If pastors would devote more time to developing family life, especially equipping
men to lead their families in bible study and prayer, that would do a lot more for the church in the long run.
There, I said it! Here is my stupid advice to any single person wanting help to prepare them for married life.
Find a family that is not strong in the Lord, and conduct occasional bible studies and prayer with them. See
what that accomplishes. If I read my Bible correctly, true ministry is more outside of the local church than
inside. True ministry is in our every day lives, less so within our local church walls. It is important to have
spiritual authority over us, e. That is crucial to our spiritual growth and development. We should be careful not
to get so suckered into local church activities, that they distract us from the real ministry at hand. Balance is
the key.

Page 7

DOWNLOAD PDF MAN YOUR CHURCH SHOULD KNOW, THE
Chapter 7 : 10 Steps to Find a Godly Woman â€“ CBMW
Instead, the most dangerous person at your church is the apparently smart guy who is unteachable.. When I say
'unteachable,' I mean that he has it all figured out. He is the classic "Don't confuse me with the facts, I know what I
believe" guy.

Having no organization and no resources but their faith in the promises of Jesus Christ, these first-century
citizens of Palestine were charged by our Lord to do the impossible â€” go evangelize the world. What an
awesome task â€” what an awesome responsibility! But each one of the eleven, with the later addition of two
more, served their Master nobly, fulfilling his command and dedicating their lives, and the lives of their
families, to bringing the gospel of Christ to the nations. And the charge now comes down through the
centuries to us. We must evangelize the world. We must not allow our friends and loved ones, nor strangers
afar, to pass from this world without hearing the good news â€” that Jesus will save them from their sins. So,
are you an evangelist? He would provide whatever was needed for the task at hand. He was commanding him
to go. It is expected that you will be an evangelist. It refers to one who proclaims the good message, a gospel
herald. Often, the term is used in the New Testament in a restricted sense â€” equivalent to a gospel preacher,
a minister cf. In this sense, a woman cannot serve as an evangelist 1 Cor. But in a general use of the term, any
person, male or female, who brings the gospel to others through various means, is an evangelist. And every
Christian should be involved, in some way, in spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ through evangelism. The
Reward of Evangelism Within twenty-four hours, he knew he would be dead. What would you do during your
last day? Jesus took the time â€” valuable, precious minutes â€” to wash the dirty feet of his disciples. Why
did he do that? We serve, because he serves us. We are commanded to serve our brethren in Christ, and even
our enemies. When we render our sacrifices of service, we help others find their God and their way home.
Perhaps the most ironic thing about the type of service demanded by the religion of Christ is that by serving
others, we find our own greatest fulfillment. You will never be more contented than when you help someone
else improve his station in life or, more importantly, improve his relationship with the Creator. That is why the
best thing you can ever do is to serve others by being evangelistic. By being a messenger for Christ, you will
receive the ultimate reward â€” the satisfaction of knowing that you were able to help Jesus find a lost soul.
Christ promises great rewards for those who serve in this way. His recognition and praise should motivate us
to want to become his evangelists. How To Be an Evangelist You may not be able to fulfill the role of a
preacher, or teacher, or elder, or deacon. But in the general sense, you can be an evangelist. With Christ as our
example, one of the best ways you can begin to be an evangelist is to go about your day-to-day activities
looking for good things to do. Paul summed it up this way: What a wonderful, practical implementation of this
principle for the Christian evangelist, not just daily, but, as the Paul noted, at every opportunity. They open the
door. They let someone know that you care. Master the example of Christ Acts Talking to Friends Do you
have friends or family members who are in need of salvation? Or, if they would promise you they would read
something and consider it. Perhaps it would be helpful to focus on expressing concern, asking for a fair
hearing, and providing them the opportunity to hear the gospel. Whether through the preacher, a tract, an
article, or a tape, you have fulfilled your loving responsibility to bring them the message of Christ. Generally
speaking, most of us have somewhat limited spheres of influence. We have our families, those with whom we
worship, our friends at work, neighbors we live near, and acquaintances we run into from time-to-time. But
there are a lot more people out there â€” about 5 billion. We cannot go individually to every person in the
world. We are limited by the demands of living, the responsibility of family, and our geographic location. We
can, however, cooperate and help others expand the borders of the kingdom. Collectively, we can reach far
more people than we can individually. Many congregations support missionaries to spread the gospel to far
away places. These dedicated people do not receive the praise and gratitude they deserve in this life the Lord
knows, though. They often sacrifice comfort and convenience in order to carry the gospel to those distant
lands. And, too often, their safety is in jeopardy as well. The missionary is a noble servant, indeed. You can do
no better service than to help someone else teach the gospel. Through the combined efforts of Christians,
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have been rescued had good Christians not supported a mission work. Take for example this work, the
Christian Courier web site. In the past three months, there were over , visitors who viewed more than ,
documents designed to enhance their faith. Contacts were made in 73 different countries. Without these
supporters, this web site would not exist. Be an evangelist â€” support a faithful mission work. Encouraging
Your Church Leaders Your local ministers, elders, and deacons need your encouragement. Consider your local
minister â€” so much is expected from him. Whether the message encourages, rebukes, or instructs us, it is a
demanding job that requires skill and dedication. The preacher is expected to visit the sick, the elderly, and the
weak. He waits at the bed beside those who soon will meet their Maker. He often labors under criticism â€”
sometimes valid, sometimes not. Your church leaders labor similarly â€” because they love the church of
Christ. You can be an evangelist by being an encourager of those who have dedicated their lives to the work of
evangelism in your local congregation. Your partnership â€” through support, kind words, and thoughtful
gratitude â€” mean so much. The Lord is depending on you. You can do it.
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This large-scale failure of Catholic men to commit themselves to Jesus Christ and His Church has contributed
to the accelerating decay of the post-modern culture. The long list of examples of cultural decay is obvious to
those willing to look: Post-modern society is sick. In midst of the societal decay, there are men who seek the
true, beautiful and the good and are working to bring the peace and joy of Christ to the world: Committed
Catholic Men have realized the great blessings that flow from being committed to Christ and His Church.
Committed Catholic Men have made Sainthood their goal and have made their purpose to lead their families
and as many as others as possible to Heaven. Committed Catholic Men realize that behind the cultural decay,
lurks Satan. They have come to know that Satan is real, Hell is real, Sin is real and that life is a battle to
confront and defeat Satan, the Evil One who is waiting at every turn to devour the unprepared. How does one
become a Committed Catholic Man? Here are 12 steps to grow in loyalty and devotion to Jesus Christ:
Develop a rousing case for why Jesus Christ is your King â€” If a man is asked to describe why he loves his
parents, wife, children or friends, most can quickly rattle off a long list of reasons for his love. But for most
men, Jesus Christ is abstract, conceptual or a long-gone historical figure. Each Catholic man must to be able to
give a rousing argument for why Jesus Christ is the greatest Man and why Jesus is his King. Most men have
not made a commitment to strive for Sainthood. Men are stuck in mediocrity and need to raise the bar higher;
there is no higher bar than Sainthood. By making a commitment to Sainthood, a man starts with repentance
and aspires to greatness; in this he realizes his own spiritual poverty. Aspiring to Sainthood changes
everything. Keep a guide to Reconciliation with you, recalling regularly the 10 Commandments. Regular and
frequent Reconciliation changes men, for supernatural Grace flows to men during Absolution. Pray for 15
minutes every day â€” Only about a third of Catholic men pray daily; some smaller number, a much smaller
number, pray for 15 minutes. How can a man know Jesus if he never talks to Him? Commit to get to know
Christ the King on a personal basis by approaching His Throne and talking with Him every day for 15
minutes. It is in this personal conversation that Christ will make His will known to each man. This is both a
catechetical failure and an outrageous insult to Our King. Most men have much to make up for and precious
little time; drawing closer to Christ more regularly will help men make up for lost time. It is a manly act of
loyalty and fidelity. Commit to carry the Rosary as a sign of your loyalty and faith and as a weapon against the
daily onslaught of Satan; Satan hates the Rosary and fears it. Have the Rosary handy at all times to pray a
decade in times of gratitude and stress, relying on the Holy Mother to bring your prayers to Jesus Christ. The
Rosary is part of the uniform of the Committed Catholic Man. When a man reads Holy Scripture, Jesus Christ
is with him, not figuratively or conceptually, but in a real and actual way. Jesus Himself came to earth to
speak the words of Scripture for all men, across all time, to read and contemplate, drawing strength and
wisdom and Grace from His words. Be a priest, prophet and king in your home â€” In the face of a secular
culture that attacks valid patrimony, Catholic men need to reassert their rightful roles as priest, prophet and
king of their family. We are not talking about being a chauvinistic tyrant, but a true Saint of Christ, with each
man serving his wife and children with humble sacrifice, holy example and courageous commitment to lead
his family to Heaven. Be a priest by leading your family in prayer. Be a prophet by teaching the truth of Christ
and His Church. Build a brotherhood with other Catholic men in your parish â€” In Acts 2: For a man to grow
in faith he must build brotherhood with faithful Catholic men who can challenge and help him grow in
holiness. Make the commitment to build brotherhood with other Catholic men, particularly younger men, men
who are at grave risk as they enter adolescence and move into adulthood. Gather the men of your parish in
large groups and small, to pray, to learn, to teach and to serve the poor. Be a catalyst, be a leader, working
with your priest. Being a Committed Catholic Man is the greatest challenge to which a man can aspire to
accept and the commitment can seem daunting. Make the resolution, right here, right now to be a Committed
Catholic Man. Print this list off and post it where you will see it every day. As in all things, start with prayer.
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Pray with your whole heart to Christ and do your best. Our King has promised to answer those who persist in
prayer. Matthew James Christoff is a Catholic convert. Take a second to support us on Patreon!
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Chapter 9 : Are we to be faithful to the local church first?
Love your neighborsâ€”your literal neighborsâ€”the ones you have, not the ones you wish you had. Do this because you
are a Christian, not just because you want them to be Christians. Focus on Jesus, His cross, His resurrection and His
kingdom.

Questions and Answers about the Marks and Attributes of the Church Which is the one true Church
established by Christ? The one true Church established by Christ is the Catholic Church. These churches were
founded by men who had no authority from God to found a church. How do we know that the Catholic Church
is the one true Church established by Christ? We know that the Catholic Church is the one true Church
established by Christ because it alone has the marks of the true Church. What do we mean by the marks of the
Church? By the marks of the Church we mean certain clear signs by which all men can recognize it as the true
Church founded by Jesus Christ. What are the chief marks of the Church? The chief marks of the Church are
four: It is one, holy, catholic or universal, and apostolic. Why is the Catholic Church one? The Catholic
Church is one because all its members, according to the will of Christ, profess the same faith, have the same
sacrifice and sacraments, and are united under one and the same visible head, the Pope. Various sects, having
only fragments of Christianity, are divided in doctrine and practice and recognize no authority but their own
judgment, which can easily lead them into error. A person who deliberately denies even one of the doctrines of
the Church cannot be a Catholic. The Church is one in faith. Everywhere the essential parts of the ceremonies
are the same and substantially the same words are used in offering Mass. Hence the Church is one in worship.
What Christ determined, the Church cannot change. Since Christ, however, did not determine many points of
worship in non-essential matters, the Church has the authority to do so. They must recognize the supreme
authority of the Pope in matters of religion. A person who deliberately refuses to accept the legitimate and
supreme authority of the Pope and the bishops in matters of religion cannot be a Catholic. Why is the Catholic
Church holy? The Catholic Church is holy because it was founded by Jesus Christ, who is all-holy, and
because it teaches, according to the will of Christ, holy doctrines, and provides the means of leading a holy
life, thereby giving holy members to every age. The efforts of others to prove that the Church is not holy show
that they acknowledge holiness as a mark of truth. Moreover, God has always favored the Catholic Church
with miracles. Christ foretold that there would be good and bad members of His Church as we read in the
parables of the fishes in the net and the cockle among the wheat. Why is the Catholic Church catholic or
universal? The Catholic Church is catholic or universal because, destined to last for all time, it never fails to
fulfill the divine commandment to teach all nations all the truths revealed by God. Christ further promised to
be with them all days, even to the end of time. It has existed uninterruptedly since the day it was established
down to the present time. The Church exists in a more flourishing condition in some nations than in others. It
is always trying to preach the gospel to all races and in all places and sends its missioners to the most remote
places on earth. In trying to accommodate themselves to the changing conditions of the time, they have made
changes in the doctrines of Christ without any divine authorization. Why is the Catholic Church apostolic?
The Catholic Church is apostolic because it was founded by Christ on the apostles and, according to His
divine will, has always been governed by their lawful successors. The supreme power of Saint Peter in the
Church has been passed down through the unbroken line of his successors in the see of Rome. How do we
know that no other church but the Catholic Church is the true Church of Christ? We know that no other church
but the Catholic Church is the true Church of Christ because no other church has these four marks. They
recognize no authority in religious matters vested in an individual who is the vicar of Christ. In the worship of
God many Christian sects are guided more by sentiment and personal conviction than by the objective truths
given to the world by Our Lord. The sects have not given saints to the world. Their truths are but fragments of
the doctrines of the Catholic Church. The holiness of their members is due to the means that the sects have
salvaged from Catholic worship. Moreover, these sects cannot point to miracles wrought in their favor. From
it have come various national churches, subject in some degree to civil authority. The Protestant churches
began in the sixteenth century when their founders, rejecting certain doctrines of faith, broke away from
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Catholic unity. Many Protestant denominations are offshoots of the earliest sects. What are the chief attributes
of the Catholic Church? The chief attributes of the Catholic Church are authority, infallibility, and
indefectibility. They are called attributes because they are qualities perfecting the nature of the Church. What
is meant by the authority of the Catholic Church? By the authority of the Catholic Church is meant that the
Pope and the bishops, as the lawful successors of the apostles, have power from Christ Himself to teach, to
sanctify, and to govern the faithful in spiritual matters. He implicitly guaranteed the same power to the
successors of the apostles when He promised to be with them all days, even to the consummation of the world.
The present position of the Pope, as head of the Vatican City, shows to the world that he and his household are
not the subjects of other temporal powers. When we speak of the temporal power of the Pope, we do not mean
thereby merely to classify him with earthly rulers. What is meant by the infallibility of the Catholic Church?
By the infallibility of the Catholic Church is meant that the Church, by the special assistance of the Holy
Ghost, cannot err when it teaches or believes a doctrine of faith or morals. The term "infallibility" is often
distorted to mean impeccability, that is, freedom from all sin. The Church has never held that the Pope cannot
sin. If the Church could and did err in matters of faith or morals it would not be a true teacher; it would fail in
its ministry of sanctification and would not lead men to salvation but would be responsible for their
condemnation. It would be impossible for Christ to be with the official teachers of the Church and permit them
to teach error. When does the Church teach infallibly? The Church teaches infallibly when it defines, through
the Pope alone, as the teacher of all Christians, or through the Pope and the bishops, a doctrine of faith or
morals to be held by all the faithful. Catholics must accept such teachings, not on faith, but in obedience to the
authority of the Pope and in respect for his wisdom. What is meant by the indefectibility of the Catholic
Church? By the indefectibility of the Catholic Church is meant that the Church, as Christ founded it, will last
until the end of time. Are all obliged to belong to the Catholic Church in order to be saved? All are obliged to
belong to the Catholic Church in order to be saved. What do we mean when we say, "Outside the Church there
is no salvation"? When we say, "Outside the Church there is no salvation," we mean that those who through
their own grave fault do not know that the Catholic Church is the true Church or, knowing it, refuse to join it,
cannot be saved. It does mean that no one can be saved unless he belongs in some manner to the Catholic
Church, either actually or in desire, for the means of grace are not given without some relation to the divine
institution established by Christ. Can they be saved who remain outside the Catholic Church because they do
not know it is the true Church? They who remain outside the Catholic Church through no grave fault of their
own and do not know it is the true Church, can be saved by making use of the graces which God gives them.
We should also pray for Catholic missioners and help them in their work of bringing the faith to those outside
the Catholic Church. The Catholic Church is called the Mystical Body of Christ because its members are
united by supernatural bonds with one another and with Christ, their Head, thus resembling the members and
head of the living human body.
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