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Each book is not in chronological order and it was written for no one but himself. As he said "You have the
power to strip away many superfluous troubles located wholly in your judgment, and to possess a large room
for yourself embracing in thought the whole cosmos, to consider everlasting time, to think of the rapid change
in the parts of each thing, of how short it is from birth until dissolution, and how the void before birth and that
after dissolution are equally infinite". Another strong theme is of maintaining focus and to be without
distraction all the while maintaining strong ethical principles such as "Being a good man". He claims that the
only way a man can be harmed by others is to allow his reaction to overpower him. An order or logos
permeates existence. Rationality and clear-mindedness allow one to live in harmony with the logos. This
allows one to rise above faulty perceptions of "good" and "bad" â€” things out of your control like fame and
health are unlike things in your control irrelevant and neither good nor bad. Reception[ edit ] Marcus Aurelius
has been lauded for his capacity "to write down what was in his heart just as it was, not obscured by any
consciousness of the presence of listeners or any striving after effect". Though Murray criticizes Marcus for
the "harshness and plainness of his literary style", he finds in his Meditations "as much intensity of feeling
Rees calls the Meditations "unendingly moving and inspiring", but does not offer them up as works of original
philosophy. Using Marcus as an example of greater Stoic philosophy, he found their ethical philosophy to
contain an element of " sour grapes ". In his Phenomenology of Spirit , Hegel attacks the preoccupation with
the inner self as a severing, fatalistic barrier to consciousness. A philosophy that reduces all states of harm or
injustice to emotional states "could only appear on the scene in a time of universal fear and bondage. Clarke
concurs in his historical work on philosophical ideas, The Roman Mind, where he states "[p]olitical liberty
could hardly flourish after so many years of despotism and the indifference to public affairs which it bred. And
philosophy fostered the same spirit. Be like a rocky promontory against which the restless surf continually
pounds; it stands fast while the churning sea is lulled to sleep at its feet. I hear you say, "How unlucky that this
should happen to me! Say instead, "How lucky that I am not broken by what has happened and am not afraid
of what is about to happen. The same blow might have struck anyone, but not many would have absorbed it
without capitulation or complaint. Hicks If thou art pained by any external thing, it is not this that disturbs
thee, but thy own judgment about it. And it is in thy power to wipe out this judgment now. George Long A
cucumber is bitter. There are briars in the road. Turn aside from them. Do not add, "And why were such things
made in the world? George Long Put an end once for all to this discussion of what a good man should be, and
be one. A mere name at mostâ€”and even that is just a sound, an echo. The things we want in life are empty,
stale, trivial. Gregory Hays Never regard something as doing you good if it makes you betray a trust or lose
your sense of shame or makes you show hatred, suspicion, ill-will or hypocrisy or a desire for things best done
behind closed doors. Gregory Hays Let opinion be taken away, and no man will think himself wronged. If no
man shall think himself wronged, then is there no more any such thing as wrong. Maxwell Staniforth Shame
on the soul, to falter on the road of life while the body still perseveres. Maxwell Staniforth Whatever happens
to you has been waiting to happen since the beginning of time. The twining strands of fate wove both of them
together: For what can even the most malicious person do if you keep showing kindness and, if given the
chance, you gently point out where they went wrong--right as they are trying to harm you? Let me see to it.
What if someone hates me? Let me see to that. Not in a critical way, or to show off my patience, but genuinely
and usefully. Death hangs over thee. While thou livest, while it is in thy power, be good. George Long Of the
life of man the duration is but a point. So what to make of people who seek or avoid the praise of those who
have no knowledge of where or who they are? And in most cases you should be helped by the saying of
Epicurus , that pain is never unbearable or unending, so you can remember these limits and not add to them in
your imagination. Remember too that many common annoyances are pain in disguise, such as sleepiness,
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fever and loss of appetite. When they start to get you down, tell yourself you are giving in to pain. Why are
you troubled? Take a good look. Or just the matter itself? Then look at that. And as far as the gods go, by now
you could try being more straightforward and kind. Rather, gentleness and civility are more human, and
therefore manlier. The nearer a man comes to a calm mind, the closer he is to strength. I see that my son is
sick--but not that his life is at risk. The one who is harmed is the one who abides in deceit and ignorance.
Camillus , Caeso, Volesus , Dentatus, and to a lesser degree Scipio and Cato, and yes, even Augustus ,
Hadrian , and Antoninus are less spoken of now than they were in their own days. For all things fade away,
become the stuff of legend, and are soon buried in oblivion. So what is left worth living for? Scot and David
Hicks Do not then consider life a thing of any value. For look at the immensity of time behind thee, and to the
time which is before thee, another boundless space. In this infinity then what is the difference between him
who lives three days and him who lives three generations? George Long When you wake up in the morning,
tell yourself: The people I deal with today will be meddling, ungrateful, arrogant, dishonest, jealous, and surly.
But I have seen the beauty of good, and the ugliness of evil, and have recognized that the wrongdoer has a
nature related to my ownâ€”not of the same blood or birth, but the same mind, and possessing a share of the
divine. Gregory Hays All things are interwoven with one another; a sacred bond unites them; there is scarcely
one thing that is isolated from another. Everything is coordinated, everything works together in giving form to
one universe. The world-order is a unity made up of multiplicity: God is one, pervading all things; all being is
one, all law is one namely, the common reason which all thinking persons possess and all truth is one -- if, as
we believe, there can be but one path to perfection for beings that are alike in kind and reason. Maxwell
Staniforth Marcus Aurelius wrote the following about Severus a person who is not clearly identifiable
according to the footnote: Both it and the accompanying Latin translation were produced by Wilhelm
Xylander. His source was a manuscript from Heidelberg University , provided by Michael Toxites. By , when
Xylander completed his second edition, he no longer had access to the source and it has been lost ever since.
Some popular English translations include: Francis Hutcheson and James Moore Graves, ; new edition,
Halifax, Haines Marcus Aurelius. Farquharson Marcus Aurelius Meditations.
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Chapter 2 : A Meditation on the Priestly Prayer â€“ Where the Windâ€¦
This second collection of meditations covers even more themes pertinent to the formation, life, and ministry of the
ordained priest. Like Volume One, each theme is one aspect of a common, unifying vision: priestly conformity to the
Crucified Christ.

Current Historical Context Interpreting the Signs of the Times. The life and ministry of priests always
develop within a particular historical context, at times replete with new problems and unforeseen changes, in
which the pilgrim Church lives. The priesthood is not born of history, but of the immutable will of God.
However, it corresponds with historical circumstances and, to remain always faithful to its nature, is
configured, in specific choices, through a critical relation and a demand of evangelical harmony with the "sign
of the times". Therefore, priests have the duty to interpret these "signs" in the light of faith and subject them to
prudent judgement. In any case, they cannot ignore them, especially if they wish to effectively orient their own
lives in a way that will make their service and testimony more fruitful for the kingdom of God. In the current
era of the life of the Church and society, priests are called to live their ministry with depth, anticipating the
ever more profound, numerous and sensitive demands not only of a pastoral nature, but also social and
cultural, which they must face. The Demands of the New Evangelization. Thus it is clear that the priest is
involved in a very special way in the effort of the entire Church to carry out the new evangelization. Based on
faith in Jesus Christ, Redeemer of mankind, the priest is assured that in him rests an "unfathomable richness"
Eph 3: At the same time, the priest, conscious that each person is, in diverse ways, looking for a love that is
capable of bringing them beyond the anguishes concomitant with human weakness and egoism, and above all
with death itself, must proclaim that Jesus Christ is the answer to all these anxieties. In the new
evangelization, the priest is called to be the herald of hope. The Challenge of Sects and New Cults. The
proliferation of sects and new cults, as well as their diffusion also among the Catholic faithful, constitutes a
particular challenge to the pastoral ministry. At the root of these phenomena lie complex causes. At all events,
the priestly ministry is called to respond promptly and incisively to the search for the sacred and for authentic
spirituality which today is emerging in a particular way. In recent years, in effect, it has become evident that
there is an eminently pastoral necessity for the priest to be a man of God and a teacher of prayer. At the same
time, this obliges the priest to be welcoming towards the community entrusted to his pastoral care in such a
way that no member of the community would be made to feel anonymous or think themselves an object of
indifference. This is a responsibility which indeed falls on all the faithful, but in a special way on the priest,
who is the man who brings about communion. If he knows how to receive each one who approaches him with
esteem and respect, appreciative of their value as persons, then he will generate an authentic charity which will
become contagious and will gradually extend itself through the entire community. To rise to the challenge of
sects and new cults, a mature and comprehensive catechesis is of particular importance. This, at the present
time, requires that the priest make a special effort to ensure that his faithful really understand the meaning of
their Christian vocation and of their Catholic faith. The faithful must be educated, in a particular way, to
understand well the relationship between their specific vocation in Christ and their belonging to his Church
which must learn to love in a filial and tenacious way. This will all come to pass if the priest, in his life and in
his ministry, avoids everything which could either be the cause of timidity or coldness towards, or restrict the
identification with the Church. Lights and Shadows in Ministerial Activity. It is greatly comforting to note that
today priests of all ages and in the great majority carry out their ministry with joyful effort, often the result of
silent heroism, working with all their strength without seeing at times, the fruits of their labour. Through this
effort, today they form a living expression of that divine grace which, given freely in the moment of
Ordination, continues to grant an ever-renewing strength to their ministry. Along with this light, there is no
lack of shadows which tend to weaken its beauty and render as less credible their testimony to the world.
Pastoral ministry is a fascinating undertaking, yet arduous, open to misunderstanding and marginalisation,
and, especially today, to fatigue, challenge, isolation and, at times, solitude. To rise to the challenge
continuously presented him by the secularist mentality, the priest must make every effort to protect the
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absolute primacy of his spiritual life, his continuous presence with Christ and his generous pastoral charity,
intensifying his communion with all men and, above all, with other priests. Being with Christ in Prayer
Priority of Spiritual Life. The priesthood was, so to speak, conceived in that long prayer during which our
Lord Jesus spoke with the Father about his Apostles and, certainly, all those who in the course of time, would
be made participants in his very mission cf Lk 6: The very prayer of Jesus in Gethsemane cf Mt Precisely in
order to effectively carry out his pastoral ministry, the priest must enter into a special and profound rapport
with Christ the Good Shepherd, who alone remains the principal protagonist in any pastoral action. Means for
the Spiritual Life. Such a spiritual life must be embodied in each priest through the liturgy, personal prayer,
his lifestyle and the practice of the Christian virtues, which contribute to the richness of ministerial action. The
very conformity to Christ requires one to breathe, so to speak, in a climate of friendship and personal
encounter with the Lord and in service to the Church, his Body, for which the priest will show his love
through the faithful fulfilment and defence of the duties of pastoral ministry. Imitating Christ in Prayer. In
light of such a "temptation", one must not forget that the initial intention of Jesus in convoking the Apostles
around him was above all that they "remain with him" Mk 3: The Son of God himself has wished to leave us a
testimony of his prayer. In fact, the Gospels frequently present us with Christ in prayer: All of his daily life is
rooted in prayer. Thus, he retreated to the desert or the mountain to pray cf Mk 1: Near the end of his life, at
the Last Supper cf Jn Risen from the dead, he lives forever and prays for us cf Heb 7: Imitating the Church in
Prayer. To remain faithful to the obligation of "being with Christ", it is necessary that the priest know how to
imitate the Church in prayer. In giving the Word of God, which he himself has received with joy, the priest is
reminded of the exhortation given by the Bishop on the day of his Ordination: Likewise regarding the
celebration of the sacraments, and in particular the Eucharist: And, finally, regarding the pastoral guidance of
the People of God so as to lead them to the Father: Strengthened by the special bond with the Lord, the priest
will know how to confront those moments in which he could feel alone among men; effectively renewing his
being with Christ who in the Eucharist is his refuge and best repose. Like Christ, who was often alone with the
Father cf Lk 3: Manifestation of the Charity of Christ. Pastoral charity constitutes the internal and dynamic
principle capable of uniting the multiple and diverse pastoral activities of the priest and, given the
social-cultural and religious context in which he lives, is an indispensable instrument for drawing men to a life
in Grace. Informed by such charity, the ministerial activity must be a manifestation of the charity of Christ.
With this charity the priest will demonstrate in his bearing and conduct the total self-giving of himself to the
flock with which he has been entrusted. The minister of Christ must feel obliged to live and give testimony to
this reality always and everywhere, even when, due to his age, he be relieved of his specific pastoral
assignments. Pastoral charity faces the danger, today especially, of being emptied of its meaning through
so-called "functionalism". It is not rare, in fact, to perceive, even in some priests, the influence of an erroneous
mentality which reduces the ministerial priesthood to strictly functional aspects. To merely play the role of the
priest, carrying out a few services and ensuring completion of various tasks would make up the entire priestly
existence. Such a reductive conception of the identity of the ministry of the priest risks pushing their lives
towards an emptiness, an emptiness which often comes to be filled by lifestyles not consonant with their very
ministry. The priest, who knows how to be the minister of Christ and his Spouse, will also find in prayer, in
study and in spiritual reading, the strength necessary to over-come these dangers. Fidelity to the Word. Christ
entrusted to the Apostles and to the Church the mission of preaching the Good News to all men. To transmit
the faith is to reveal, to proclaim and to deepen in the Christian vocation; thus, the calling which God
addresses to each man in showing him the mystery of salvation and, likewise, the place which he must hold in
reference to that mystery, as an adopted son in the Son. In the first place, there is the missionary character of
the transmission of the faith. The ministry of the Word cannot be abstracted or distanced from the life of the
people; indeed, it must make direct reference to the meaning of the life of man, of each man, and, therefore,
must have a role in the most pressing questions present in the human conscience. On the other hand there
exists a demand of authenticity and of conformity with the faith of the Church, guardian of the truths
concerning God and man. So it must be carried out with extreme responsibility, aware that it entails a question
of the greatest importance which concerns the life of man and the meaning of his existence. For an effective
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ministry of the Word, the priest, aware of this context, will highlight the testimony of life, which reveals the
power of the love of God and gives authenticity to his words. Moreover, he will keep in mind the explicit
preaching of the mystery of Christ to the faithful, to non-believers and to non-Christians; of the catechism,
which is the ordered and organic exposition of the doctrine of the Church; of the application of revealed truth
to specific cases. Priests, remembering that "the faith depends on hearing, and on hearing the Word of Christ"
Rom These, in fact, are not only witnesses, but also the heralds and transmitters of the faith. The People of
God, in effect, "is formed into one in the first place by the Word of the living God, which is quite rightly
sought from the mouth of priests". The priest will wisely avoid falsifying, reducing, distorting or diluting the
content of the divine message. His role, in fact, "is not to teach his own wisdom but the Word of God and to
issue an urgent invitation to all men to conversion and to holiness". It concerns proclaiming a Word which
cannot be altered, because it has been entrusted to the Church in order to protect, penetrate and faithfully
transmit it. Thus the diverse situations and settings in which he carries out his ministry will be vivified in the
light of the Word of God. In order to be effective and credible, the priest, within the perspective of the faith
and his ministry, and with a constructively critical outlook, must be familiar with the ideology, language,
cultural intricacies and the typologies diffused in the mass media and which, to a large part, conditions the
attitudes of society. Stirred by the Apostle who exclaimed: Certainly, not all depends on such means or human
capacity, since divine grace can achieve its effects independently of the works of man. However, in the plan of
God, the preaching of the Word is, normally, the preferred channel for the transmission of the faith and for the
mission of evangelization. For all those who today are removed or are far from the message of Christ, the
priest will hear the particularly urgent and anguished plea: And how are they to hear, if no one preaches? To
respond to such questions, he must feel personally bound to cultivate, in a particular way, a knowledge of
Holy Scripture with a sound exegesis, principally patristic, and meditated on according to the various methods
supported by the spiritual tradition of the Church, in order to obtain a living understanding of love. Catechetics
plays a prominent role in this mission of evangelization, being the preferred instrument for the teaching and
development of the faith. He must know how to integrate such activity into an organic project of
evangelization, guaranteeing, above all, the communion of the catechesis of his community with the person of
the Bishop, with the particular Church and with the universal Church. In particular, he must know how to
inspire precise and opportune responsibility and in catechesis, be it with members of the Institutes of
Consecrated Life and societies of apostolic life, be it with the lay faithful, to be adequately prepared, showing
these the recognition and esteem for the catechetical task. He must put special interest in caring for the initial
and permanent formation of catechists, of associations and movements. To the extent possible, the priest must
be the catechist of catechists, forming in these a veritable community of disciples of the Lord which serves as
a point of reference for those receiving instruction. Master and educator of the faith, the priest will ensure that
the catechism, especially where it concerns the sacraments, will be a primary part in the Christian education of
the family, in religious instruction, in apostolic formation and movements, etc. He will, moreover, know how
to transmit the catechetical teaching using all those means, teaching aids and instruments of communication
which can be of use to the faithful, in a manner proper to their character, capacity, age and condition in life, so
as to teach them more fully the doctrine of the Church and to how apply it in the most fitting way. This text, in
fact, contains the sound and authentic norm of the teaching of the Church. If the service of the Word is the
foundational element of the priestly ministry, the heart and vital centre of it is constituted, without a doubt, in
the Eucharist, which is, above all, the real presence in time of the unique and eternal sacrifice of Christ. There
exists, in fact, an intimate rapport between the centrality of the Eucharist, pastoral charity, and the unity of life
of the priest, who finds in this rapport the decisive indications for the way to the holiness to which he has been
specifically called. If the priest lends to Christ, Most Eternal High Priest, his intelligence, will, voice and
hands so as to offer, through his very ministry, the sacramental sacrifice of redemption to the Father, he should
make his own the dispositions of the Master and, like him, live those gifts for his brothers in the faith. He must
therefore learn to unite himself intimately to the offering, placing his entire life upon the altar of sacrifice as a
revealing sign of the gratuitous and anticipatory love of God.
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institution or organization should be applied.

Moses then gave it to his brother Aaron the priest, who spoke these words as a special priestly blessing: In the
Episcopal tradition, we hear them when we gather around a grave and bid our loved ones farewell. We hear
these words in the context of death and resurrection; they are a promise and a hope for new life in closer
communion with God beyond the gate of death. These words are not just for those who have died; they are for
us, as well. I invite you now to uncross any body parts you may have crossed. Put both feet on the floor. Find
a comfortable a position as you can on the hard wood of the pew. Squeeze your toes together and make fists
once or twice. Notice the release of tension that accompanies unfolding your hand. Find that place of calmness
in your body now. Let your eyes close if you wish. Breath in through your nose. Fill your lungs without
moving your shoulders. Exhale for twice as long as you inhaled. The Lord bless you. But such a practice also
diminishes our contact with the true power of the invocation. In the Bible, blessing includes approval and
favor, and it goes beyond both. When God blesses someone, God attaches a mission to the blessing. God
blesses Abraham and Sarah to be blessings in the world by raising descendants who know God in the same
way they do. We are some of their descendants, and God built their original blessings into our very DNA.
Realize how even the most mundane thing â€” shelter, food, clothing â€” is transformed when we view it
through the eyes of blessing. The Lord keep you. An odd phrase it is. What do we keep that could shed light
on this odd phrase? We keep Sabbath, marking holy time. We keep old photographs in albums and shoeboxes.
We keep at it. We keep coming back for more. And the Lord keeps us. Not as a collector might, cataloging
and sticking pins in and mounting us on acid-free paper. No, the Lord keeps us as a mother hen keeps her
chicks safe under the shadow of her wing. The Lord keeps us and never throws anyone away. The Lord make
his face to shine upon you. The sun catalyzes life on this fragile earth as plants bend their branches to its light.
And we bend toward that light. We incline our hearts. We unfurl the branches of our souls and drink in the
nourishment. We do not know. Imagine that feeling now. How much more radiance will their be when we see
the face of God, the creator of Love? The Lord be gracious to you. She was just being gracious. Could there be
anything better than grace? To be gracious is to be the catching force. Feel yourself enfolded in the arms of
grace. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you. A deliciously ambiguous phrase it is. Once again we have
the face of God, for countenance is a face or at least a facial expression. But countenance is also support,
permission. Imagine again the face of that loved one. What does their face look like when they give you
approval? God is beneath, as well as above and within. Beneath us, God is the foundation, the strong rock, the
crag, the stronghold, the castle to keep us safe. This foundation is the ground of our being, the starting place.
And the ending place. But not an end as an old film might when the reel runs out. An end as a culmination, a
commencement, which is really a new beginning. The Lord give you peace. We begin a new year with the
close of the prayer: In this particular prayer, we do not ask for world peace, but peace only for ourselves. This
is not selfish. Peace in the world will only happen when enough individual people come together to champion
peace. Not just as the absence of war, but as the presence of justice, mercy, and hope. Peace is the abiding
presence of God, which is the summation of this prayer. Another year begins and the strife of the previous one
will carry over, because war and conflict do not care about the calendar. But we need not bring our own strife
with us. Leave the storms of the past in the past. Do not let them continue to have power in the present. As
people of peace, we are not passive, for we are also people of blessing, which means God has placed a mission
in our paths. Listen once again for the words of God spoken through Moses and Aaron, spoken to us and
stitched onto our hearts. Rejoice and be glad, because these words are for you.
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These meditations follow the well-known pattern of St. Ignatius' Exercises, and reflect both on the great New Testament
themes as these relate to priestly life today, and on that life itself.

Chapter 5 : Christian Meditation
Meditations on Priestly Life by Karl Rahner, E. Quinn (Translator) starting at $ Meditations on Priestly Life has 2
available editions to buy at Alibris.

Chapter 6 : Directory for the Ministry and Life of Priests
Conformed to Christ Crucified: Meditations on Priestly Life and Ministry (Fuori Collana) [J Carola] on
calendrierdelascience.com *FREE* shipping on qualifying offers. Fr. Carola's book comes at a particularly opportune
time during the Year for Priests, which the Holy Father has inaugurated in celebration of the th anniversary of the dies
natalis of St. John Mary Vianney.
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WorldCat is the world's largest library catalog, helping you find library materials calendrierdelascience.com more â€ºâ€º.

Chapter 8 : Meditations - Wikipedia
Libro di Joseph Carola, Conformed to Christ Crucified. 3: Further Meditations on Priestly Life and Ministry, dell'editore
Pontificia UniversitÃ Gregoriana, collana Fuori collana.

Chapter 9 : Ministers of Your Joy: Scriptural Meditations on Priestly Spirituality (New Edition) Fr. Hardon Meditations Vocation Articles & Reflections The articles linked below are intended to help the discerning
person along the path of learning God's will for his or her vocation, which includes readings to heighten one's spiritual
walk in order to become more sensitive to the promptings of the Holy Spirit.
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