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Chapter 1 : Minnesota's Constitution
Preamble. We, the people of the state of Minnesota, grateful to God for our civil and religious liberty, and desiring to
perpetuate its blessings and secure the same to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution.

Government is instituted for the security, benefit and protection of the people, in whom all political power is
inherent, together with the right to alter, modify or reform government whenever required by the public good.
No member of this state shall be disfranchised or deprived of any of the rights or privileges secured to any
citizen thereof, unless by the law of the land or the judgment of his peers. There shall be neither slavery nor
involuntary servitude in the state otherwise than as punishment for a crime of which the party has been
convicted. The liberty of the press shall forever remain inviolate, and all persons may freely speak, write and
publish their sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of such right. The right of trial by jury
shall remain inviolate, and shall extend to all cases at law without regard to the amount in controversy. A jury
trial may be waived by the parties in all cases in the manner prescribed by law. The legislature may provide
for the number of jurors in a civil action or proceeding, provided that a jury have at least six members.
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel or unusual punishments inflicted.
In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury of
the county or district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which county or district shall have been
previously ascertained by law. In all prosecutions of crimes defined by law as felonies, the accused has the
right to a jury of 12 members. In all other criminal prosecutions, the legislature may provide for the number of
jurors, provided that a jury have at least six members. The accused shall enjoy the right to be informed of the
nature and cause of the accusation, to be confronted with the witnesses against him, to have compulsory
process for obtaining witnesses in his favor and to have the assistance of counsel in his defense. No person
shall be held to answer for a criminal offense without due process of law, and no person shall be put twice in
jeopardy of punishment for the same offense, nor be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against
himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty or property without due process of law. All persons before conviction
shall be bailable by sufficient sureties, except for capital offenses when the proof is evident or the presumption
great. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended unless the public safety requires it in
case of rebellion or invasion. Every person is entitled to a certain remedy in the laws for all injuries or wrongs
which he may receive to his person, property or character, and to obtain justice freely and without purchase,
completely and without denial, promptly and without delay, conformable to the laws. Treason against the state
consists only in levying war against the state, or in adhering to its enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No
person shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act or on
confession in open court. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects
against unreasonable searches and seizures shall not be violated; and no warrant shall issue but upon probable
cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched and the person or
things to be seized. No bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or any law impairing the obligation of contracts
shall be passed, and no conviction shall work corruption of blood or forfeiture of estate. No person shall be
imprisoned for debt in this state, but this shall not prevent the legislature from providing for imprisonment, or
holding to bail, persons charged with fraud in contracting said debt. A reasonable amount of property shall be
exempt from seizure or sale for the payment of any debt or liability. The amount of such exemption shall be
determined by law. Provided, however, that all property so exempted shall be liable to seizure and sale for any
debts incurred to any person for work done or materials furnished in the construction, repair or improvement
of the same, and provided further, that such liability to seizure and sale shall also extend to all real property for
any debt to any laborer or servant for labor or service performed. Private property shall not be taken, destroyed
or damaged for public use without just compensation therefor, first paid or secured. The military shall be
subordinate to the civil power and no standing army shall be maintained in this state in times of peace. All
lands within the state are allodial and feudal tenures of every description with all their incidents are prohibited.
Leases and grants of agricultural lands for a longer period than 21 years reserving rent or service of any kind
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shall be void. The enumeration of rights in this constitution shall not deny or impair others retained by and
inherent in the people. The right of every man to worship God according to the dictates of his own conscience
shall never be infringed; nor shall any man be compelled to attend, erect or support any place of worship, or to
maintain any religious or ecclesiastical ministry, against his consent; nor shall any control of or interference
with the rights of conscience be permitted, or any preference be given by law to any religious establishment or
mode of worship; but the liberty of conscience hereby secured shall not be so construed as to excuse acts of
licentiousness or justify practices inconsistent with the peace or safety of the state, nor shall any money be
drawn from the treasury for the benefit of any religious societies or religious or theological seminaries. No
religious test or amount of property shall be required as a qualification for any office of public trust in the
state. No religious test or amount of property shall be required as a qualification of any voter at any election in
this state; nor shall any person be rendered incompetent to give evidence in any court of law or equity in
consequence of his opinion upon the subject of religion.
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The Constitution of the State of Minnesota was initially approved by the residents of Minnesota Territory in a special
election held on October 13, , and was ratified by the United States Senate on May 11, , marking the admittance of
Minnesota to the Union.

Government is instituted for the security, benefit and protection of the people, in whom all political power is
inherent, together with the right to alter, modify or reform government whenever required by the public good.
No member of this state shall be disfranchised or deprived of any of the rights or privileges secured to any
citizen thereof, unless by the law of the land or the judgment of his peers. There shall be neither slavery nor
involuntary servitude in the state otherwise than as punishment for a crime of which the party has been
convicted. Liberty of the press. The liberty of the press shall forever remain inviolate, and all persons may
freely speak, write and publish their sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of such right.
The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate, and shall extend to all cases at law without regard to the
amount in controversy. A jury trial may be waived by the parties in all cases in the manner prescribed by law.
The legislature may provide for the number of jurors in a civil action or proceeding, provided that a jury have
at least six members. No excessive bail or unusual punishments. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor
excessive fines imposed, nor cruel or unusual punishments inflicted. Rights of accused in criminal
prosecutions. In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial by an
impartial jury of the county or district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which county or district
shall have been previously ascertained by law. In all prosecutions of crimes defined by law as felonies, the
accused has the right to a jury of 12 members. In all other criminal prosecutions, the legislature may provide
for the number of jurors, provided that a jury have at least six members. The accused shall enjoy the right to be
informed of the nature and cause of the accusation, to be confronted with the witnesses against him, to have
compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor and to have the assistance of counsel in his defense.
Due process; prosecutions; double jeopardy; self-incrimination; bail; habeas corpus. No person shall be held to
answer for a criminal offense without due process of law, and no person shall be put twice in jeopardy of
punishment for the same offense, nor be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be
deprived of life, liberty or property without due process of law. All persons before conviction shall be bailable
by sufficient sureties, except for capital offenses when the proof is evident or the presumption great. The
privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended unless the public safety requires it in case of
rebellion or invasion. Redress of injuries or wrongs. Every person is entitled to a certain remedy in the laws
for all injuries or wrongs which he may receive to his person, property or character, and to obtain justice freely
and without purchase, completely and without denial, promptly and without delay, conformable to the laws.
Treason against the state consists only in levying war against the state, or in adhering to its enemies, giving
them aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the
same overt act or on confession in open court. Unreasonable searches and seizures prohibited. The right of the
people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects against unreasonable searches and seizures
shall not be violated; and no warrant shall issue but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation,
and particularly describing the place to be searched and the person or things to be seized. Attainders, ex post
facto laws and laws impairing contracts prohibited. No bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or any law
impairing the obligation of contracts shall be passed, and no conviction shall work corruption of blood or
forfeiture of estate. Imprisonment for debt; property exemption. No person shall be imprisoned for debt in this
state, but this shall not prevent the legislature from providing for imprisonment, or holding to bail, persons
charged with fraud in contracting said debt. A reasonable amount of property shall be exempt from seizure or
sale for the payment of any debt or liability. The amount of such exemption shall be determined by law.
Provided, however, that all property so exempted shall be liable to seizure and sale for any debts incurred to
any person for work done or materials furnished in the construction, repair or improvement of the same, and
provided further, that such liability to seizure and sale shall also extend to all real property for any debt to any
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laborer or servant for labor or service performed. Private property for public use. Private property shall not be
taken, destroyed or damaged for public use without just compensation therefor, first paid or secured. The
military shall be subordinate to the civil power and no standing army shall be maintained in this state in times
of peace. Lands allodial; void agricultural leases. All lands within the state are allodial and feudal tenures of
every description with all their incidents are prohibited. Leases and grants of agricultural lands for a longer
period than 21 years reserving rent or service of any kind shall be void. Freedom of conscience; no preference
to be given to any religious establishment or mode of worship. The enumeration of rights in this constitution
shall not deny or impair others retained by and inherent in the people. The right of every man to worship God
according to the dictates of his own conscience shall never be infringed; nor shall any man be compelled to
attend, erect or support any place of worship, or to maintain any religious or ecclesiastical ministry, against his
consent; nor shall any control of or interference with the rights of conscience be permitted, or any preference
be given by law to any religious establishment or mode of worship; but the liberty of conscience hereby
secured shall not be so construed as to excuse acts of licentiousness or justify practices inconsistent with the
peace or safety of the state, nor shall any money be drawn from the treasury for the benefit of any religious
societies or religious or theological seminaries. Religious tests and property qualifications prohibited. No
religious test or amount of property shall be required as a qualification for any office of public trust in the
state. No religious test or amount of property shall be required as a qualification of any voter at any election in
this state; nor shall any person be rendered incompetent to give evidence in any court of law or equity in
consequence of his opinion upon the subject of religion. Name and boundaries; acceptance of organic act. This
state shall be called the state of Minnesota and shall consist of and have jurisdiction over the territory
embraced in the act of Congress entitled, "An act to authorize the people of the Territory of Minnesota to form
a constitution and state government, preparatory to their admission into the Union on equal footing with the
original states," and the propositions contained in that act are hereby accepted, ratified and confirmed, and
remain irrevocable without the consent of the United States. Jurisdiction on boundary waters. The state of
Minnesota has concurrent jurisdiction on the Mississippi and on all other rivers and waters forming a common
boundary with any other state or states. Navigable waters leading into the same, shall be common highways
and forever free to citizens of the United States without any tax, duty, impost or toll therefor. The powers of
government shall be divided into three distinct departments: No person or persons belonging to or constituting
one of these departments shall exercise any of the powers properly belonging to either of the others except in
the instances expressly provided in this constitution. The legislature consists of the senate and house of
representatives. The number of members who compose the senate and house of representatives shall be
prescribed by law. The representation in both houses shall be apportioned equally throughout the different
sections of the state in proportion to the population thereof. Census enumeration apportionment; congressional
and legislative district boundaries; senate districts. At its first session after each enumeration of the inhabitants
of this state made by the authority of the United States, the legislature shall have the power to prescribe the
bounds of congressional and legislative districts. Senators shall be chosen by single districts of convenient
contiguous territory. No representative district shall be divided in the formation of a senate district. The senate
districts shall be numbered in a regular series. Terms of office of senators and representatives; vacancies.
Representatives shall be chosen for a term of two years, except to fill a vacancy. Senators shall be chosen for a
term of four years, except to fill a vacancy and except there shall be an entire new election of all the senators
at the first election of representatives after each new legislative apportionment provided for in this article. The
governor shall call elections to fill vacancies in either house of the legislature. Restriction on holding office.
No senator or representative shall hold any other office under the authority of the United States or the state of
Minnesota, except that of postmaster or of notary public. If elected or appointed to another office, a legislator
may resign from the legislature by tendering his resignation to the governor. Qualification of legislators;
judging election returns and eligibility. Senators and representatives shall be qualified voters of the state, and
shall have resided one year in the state and six months immediately preceding the election in the district from
which elected. Each house shall be the judge of the election returns and eligibility of its own members. The
legislature shall prescribe by law the manner for taking evidence in cases of contested seats in either house.
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Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings, sit upon its own adjournment, punish its members for
disorderly behavior, and with the concurrence of two-thirds expel a member; but no member shall be expelled
a second time for the same offense. Each member and officer of the legislature before entering upon his duties
shall take an oath or affirmation to support the Constitution of the United States, the constitution of this state,
and to discharge faithfully the duties of his office to the best of his judgment and ability. The salary of
senators and representatives shall be prescribed by a council consisting of the following members: If
Minnesota has an odd number of congressional districts, the governor and the chief justice must each appoint
an at-large member in addition to a member from each congressional district. One-half of the members
appointed by the governor and one-half of the members appointed by the chief justice must belong to the
political party that has the most members in the legislature. One-half of the members appointed by the
governor and one-half of the members appointed by the chief justice must belong to the political party that has
the second-most members in the legislature. None of the members of the council may be current or former
legislators, or the spouse of a current legislator. None of the members of the council may be current or former
lobbyists registered under Minnesota law. None of the members of the council may be a current employee of
the legislature. None of the members of the council may be a current or former judge. None of the members of
the council may be a current or former governor, lieutenant governor, attorney general, secretary of state, or
state auditor. None of the members of the council may be a current employee of an entity in the executive or
judicial branch. Membership terms, removal, and compensation of members shall be as provided by law. The
council must prescribe salaries by March 31 of each odd-numbered year, taking into account any other
legislative compensation provided to legislators by the state of Minnesota, with any changes in salary to take
effect on July 1 of that year. Any salary increase for legislators authorized in law by the legislature after
January 5, , is repealed. The members of each house in all cases except treason, felony and breach of the
peace, shall be privileged from arrest during the session of their respective houses and in going to or returning
from the same. For any speech or debate in either house they shall not be questioned in any other place.
Protest and dissent of members. Two or more members of either house may dissent and protest against any act
or resolution which they think injurious to the public or to any individual and have the reason of their dissent
entered in the journal. Biennial meetings; length of session; special sessions; length of adjournments. The
legislature shall meet at the seat of government in regular session in each biennium at the times prescribed by
law for not exceeding a total of legislative days. The legislature shall not meet in regular session, nor in any
adjournment thereof, after the first Monday following the third Saturday in May of any year. After meeting at
a time prescribed by law, the legislature may adjourn to another time. A special session of the legislature may
be called by the governor on extraordinary occasions. Neither house during a session of the legislature shall
adjourn for more than three days Sundays excepted nor to any other place than that in which the two houses
shall be assembled without the consent of the other house. A majority of each house constitutes a quorum to
transact business, but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day and compel the attendance of absent
members in the manner and under the penalties it may provide. Each house shall be open to the public during
its sessions except in cases which in its opinion require secrecy. Each house shall elect its presiding officer and
other officers as may be provided by law. Both houses shall keep journals of their proceedings, and from time
to time publish the same, and the yeas and nays, when taken on any question, shall be entered in the journals.
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Authorize the people of the Territory of Minnesota to form a Constitution and State Government preparatory to their
admission into the Union on an equal footing with the original States," are hereby accepted, ratified, and confirmed, and
shall remain.

The executive department consists of a governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor, and attorney
general, who shall be chosen by the electors of the state. The governor and lieutenant governor shall be chosen
jointly by a single vote applying to both offices in a manner prescribed by law. The office of the state treasurer
will be abolished on the first Monday in January Laws , chapter , article 1, section 2. The term of office for
the governor and lieutenant governor is four years and until a successor is chosen and qualified. Each shall
have attained the age of 25 years and, shall have been a bona fide resident of the state for one year next
preceding his election, and shall be a citizen of the United States. The governor shall communicate by message
to each session of the legislature information touching the state and country. He is commander-in-chief of the
military and naval forces and may call them out to execute the laws, suppress insurrection and repel invasion.
He may require the opinion in writing of the principal officer in each of the executive departments upon any
subject relating to his duties. With the advice and consent of the senate he may appoint notaries public and
other officers provided by law. He may appoint commissioners to take the acknowledgment of deeds or other
instruments in writing to be used in the state. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed. He shall
fill any vacancy that may occur in the offices of secretary of state, auditor, attorney general and the other state
and district offices hereafter created by law until the end of the term for which the person who had vacated the
office was elected or the first Monday in January following the next general election, whichever is sooner, and
until a successor is chosen and qualified. The term of office of the secretary of state, attorney general and state
auditor is four years and until a successor is chosen and qualified. The duties and salaries of the executive
officers shall be prescribed by law. In case a vacancy occurs from any cause whatever in the office of
governor, the lieutenant governor shall be governor during such vacancy. The compensation of the lieutenant
governor shall be prescribed by law. The last elected presiding officer of the senate shall become lieutenant
governor in case a vacancy occurs in that office. In case the governor is unable to discharge the powers and
duties of his office, the same devolves on the lieutenant governor. The legislature may provide by law for the
case of the removal, death, resignation, or inability both of the governor and lieutenant governor to discharge
the duties of governor and may provide by law for continuity of government in periods of emergency resulting
from disasters caused by enemy attack in this state, including but not limited to, succession to the powers and
duties of public office and change of the seat of government. Each officer created by this article before
entering upon his duties shall take an oath or affirmation to support the constitution of the United States and of
this state and to discharge faithfully the duties of his office to the best of his judgment and ability. The
governor, the attorney general and the chief justice of the supreme court constitute a board of pardons. Its
powers and duties shall be defined and regulated by law. The governor in conjunction with the board of
pardons has power to grant reprieves and pardons after conviction for an offense against the state except in
cases of impeachment.
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The Constitution of the State of Minnesota is a state constitution and the fundamental governing document of the state
of Minnesota.. Features. The Minnesota Constitution was adopted on October 13, and generally revised on November 5,

The convention was held in Saint Paul from July 13 to August However, the divisions between the two
political parties were so great that they each held their own separate conventions and never met together aside
from five people from each party who met in a conference committee to create a document acceptable to both
sides. Still, the tension was so extreme that delegates would not sign anything that had previously been signed
by a member of the complementary convention. In the end, each convention signed their own copies of the
document. The two were essentially identical, but had about differences in punctuation , grammar , and
wording because of errors in transcription produced as copyists worked late into the night on August The
Republican version, written on white paper , ran 39 pages and was signed by 53 delegates, while the
Democratic version, written on blue-tinged paper, was 37 pages long and had 51 signatures. On October 13, an
election to approve the constitution was held. Ballots only provided for an affirmative answer, which probably
reduced the number of negative votes since doing so required altering the ballot. The tally was 30, for
acceptance and for rejection. The territorial secretary, a Democrat, sent a certified copy of the Democratic
version to Washington, D. A copy of the Republican version was also sent by an unknown party, and there is
good historical evidence to show that both versions were available to Congress members. Additionally, the
Republican version was sent with the bill returned to Minnesota. The Minnesota State Legislature began to
convene before the constitution was ratified, although officials elected to other positions such as governor did
not begin acting in their official roles until later. The first two acts created by the legislature were amendments
to the constitution, and they were approved by voters on April 15, Amended constitutions were apparently the
ones viewed by Congress during the ratification process. The validity of the early laws passed by the
Legislature is somewhat in doubt, although they have never been challenged in court. Bill of rights A bill of
rights is featured prominently in the constitution as Article I. There are currently seventeen sections, including
many that echo the amendments to the United States Constitution by subject matter, but not necessarily by
language. The Minnesota Supreme Court, which has final authority over how the Bill of Rights is interpreted,
has given conflicting signals about when the state Bill of Rights should be interpreted differently than the
federal one. For example, Section 3 states that "the liberty of the press shall forever remain inviolate, and all
persons may freely speak, write and publish their sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of
such right. Wicklund , in , which involved a failed attempted by fur-coat protesters to demonstrate at the
privately owned but publicly financed Mall of America. By contrast, Section 16 addresses the "freedom of
conscience," or more generally freedom of religion. In the case of State v. Curiously, although the text of
Section 10 is exactly the same as the Fourth Amendment to the United States Constitution, the Minnesota
Supreme Court has frequently interpreted it differently to provide more expansive protections for persons
subject to criminal prosecution under state law. For example, in the case of [1] State v. In the case of Ascher v.
Commissioner of Public Safety, the court held that DWI sobriety checkpoints, while constitutional under the
Fourth Amendment, were unconstitutional under Article 1, Section Some of the other provisions in the
Minnesota Bill of Rights are for trial by jury and due process of law. The Legislature Amongst other rules, the
state legislature may not meet "after the first Monday following the third Saturday in May of any year. Also,
similar to the Tennessee State Constitution , bills brought before the legislature may deal with only one
subject. Transportation Article XIV of the constitution is dedicated to discussing the public highway system of
the state and the methods of funding. It authorizes a trunk highway system overseen by the state and methods
of funding roadways overseen by smaller political divisions within Minnesota. Sections 4 and 5 in Article X
also describe the taxation of fuel and vehicles used in relation to airborne transportation, including aircraft and
supplemental vehicles. In , the Babcock Amendment authorized 70 " constitutional route " CR highways
cris-crossing the state. Still, the general routes cannot be altered or removed without amending the constitution
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and are therefore somewhat fixed. In many cases, the constitutional route numbers do not match highway
numbers. In fact, it has been common for CR highways to be composed of several different trunk highways.
Highway system was created in , many of these roads were made up of one or more U. Today, they now use a
mix of Minnesota state highways , U. There is some ambiguity in how literally the Minnesota Department of
Transportation must interpret the constitutional routes. In some cases, the routes no longer directly serve
communities they were once designated for, but are routed along nearby interstates instead. The strong support
given to automobile and aircraft transportation is often criticized by advocates of public transportation buses ,
light rail , etc. While highways have a consistent source of money, Metro Transit has had to frequently petition
the legislature for funding. After reviewing the document for two years, it was recommended that the
constitution be amended to rewrite it in modern language and allow easier reference. The amendment was
approved by voters on November 5, This did not alter the meaning of the constitution, although if there is a
case where meaning is ambiguous, the original document remains the final authority. The earlier wording of
the constitution, including all of the amendments approved since adoption in , is printed in the Minnesota
Legislative Manual â€”74, pages â€” References Steve Riner January 12, The Unofficial Minnesota
Highways Page.
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In accordance with the enabling act of February 26, , an election was held on June 1, , at which Republican and
Democratic delegates were elected to the constitutional convention. When these delegates assembled in St. Paul on
July 13, , to draft the Minnesota constitution, bitterness.

The convention was held in Saint Paul from July 13 to August However, the divisions between the two
political parties were so great that they each held their own separate conventions and never met together aside
from five people from each party who met in a conference committee to create a document acceptable to both
sides. Still, the tension was so extreme that delegates would not sign anything that had previously been signed
by a member of the complementary convention. In the end, each convention signed their own copies of the
document. The two were essentially identical, but had about differences in punctuation , grammar , and
wording because of errors in transcription produced as copyists worked late into the night on August The
Republican version, written on white paper , ran 39 pages and was signed by 53 delegates, while the
Democratic version, written on blue-tinged paper, was 37 pages long and had 51 signatures. On October 13, an
election to approve the constitution was held. Ballots only provided for an affirmative answer, which probably
reduced the number of negative votes since doing so required altering the ballot. The tally was 30, for
acceptance and for rejection. The territorial secretary, a Democrat, sent a certified copy of the Democratic
version to Washington, D. A copy of the Republican version was also sent by an unknown party, and there is
good historical evidence to show that both versions were available to Congress members. Additionally, the
Republican version was sent with the bill returned to Minnesota. The Minnesota State Legislature began to
convene before the constitution was ratified, although officials elected to other positions such as governor did
not begin acting in their official roles until later. The first two acts created by the legislature were amendments
to the constitution, and they were approved by voters on April 15, Amended constitutions were apparently the
ones viewed by Congress during the ratification process. The validity of the early laws passed by the
Legislature is somewhat in doubt, although they have never been challenged in court. Bill of rights[ edit ] A
bill of rights is featured prominently in the constitution as Article I. There are currently seventeen sections,
including many that echo the amendments to the United States Constitution by subject, but not necessarily by
language. The Minnesota Supreme Court , which has final authority over how the Bill of Rights is interpreted,
has given conflicting signals about when the state Bill of Rights should be interpreted differently from the
federal one. For example, Section 3 states that "the liberty of the press shall forever remain inviolate, and all
persons may freely speak, write and publish their sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of
such right. Pruneyard Shopping Center , and stubbornly refused to interpret such language any differently
from the First Amendment. Wicklund , in , which involved a failed attempt by fur-coat protesters to
demonstrate at the privately owned but publicly financed Mall of America. By contrast, Section 16 addresses
the "freedom of conscience," or more generally freedom of religion. In the case of State v. Curiously, although
the text of Section 10 is exactly the same as the Fourth Amendment to the United States Constitution, the
Minnesota Supreme Court has frequently interpreted it differently, so as to provide more expansive
protections for persons subject to criminal prosecution under state law. For example, in the case of [1] State v.
In the case of Ascher v. Commissioner of Public Safety, the court held that DWI sobriety checkpoints, while
constitutional under the Fourth Amendment, were unconstitutional under Article 1, Section The Legislature[
edit ] Amongst other rules, the state legislature may not meet in regular session "after the first Monday
following the third Saturday in May of any year. Similar to the Tennessee State Constitution , bills brought
before the legislature may deal with only one subject. Transportation[ edit ] Article XIV of the constitution is
dedicated to discussing the public highway system of the state and the methods of funding. It authorizes a
trunk highway system overseen by the state and methods of funding roadways overseen by smaller political
divisions within Minnesota. Sections 4 and 5 in Article X also describe the taxation of fuel and vehicles used
in relation to airborne transportation, including aircraft and supplemental vehicles. In , the Babcock
Amendment authorized 70 " constitutional route " CR highways cris-crossing the state. Still, the general routes
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cannot be altered or removed without amending the constitution and are therefore somewhat fixed. In many
cases, the constitutional route numbers do not match highway numbers. In fact, it has been common for CR
highways to be composed of several different trunk highways. Highway system was created in , many of these
roads were made up of one or more U. Today, they now use a mix of Minnesota state highways , U. There is
some ambiguity in how literally the Minnesota Department of Transportation must interpret the constitutional
routes. In some cases, the routes no longer directly serve communities they were once designated for, but are
routed along nearby interstates instead. The strong support given to automobile and aircraft transportation is
often criticized by advocates of public transportation buses , light rail , etc. While highways have a consistent
source of money, Metro Transit has had to frequently petition the legislature for funding. After reviewing the
document for two years, it was recommended that the constitution be amended to rewrite it in modern
language and allow easier reference. The amendment was approved by voters on November 5, This did not
alter the meaning of the constitution, although if there is a case where meaning is ambiguous, the original
document remains the final authority. The earlier wording of the constitution, including all of the amendments
approved since adoption in , is printed in the Minnesota Legislative Manual â€”74, pages â€”
Chapter 6 : MN Constitution compared to US Constitution
This is FindLaw's hosted version of the Minnesota Constitution. Use this page to navigate to all sections within the
Minnesota Constitution. Expand sections by using the arrow icons.

Chapter 7 : Minnesota Constitution - The Full Wiki
MINNESOTA ELECTION LAWS. 3. Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State - Elections Division. Annotations provided
by Minnesota Attorney General.

Chapter 8 : Minnesota Constitution - Wikipedia
Article I. ARTICLE I BILL OF RIGHTS. Section 1. OBJECT OF GOVERNMENT. Government is instituted for the
security, benefit and protection of the people, in whom all political power is inherent, together with the right to alter,
modify or reform government whenever required by the public good.

Chapter 9 : Minnesota Legislature - Office of the Revisor of Statutes
The Minnesota state flag is royal blue, with a gold fringe. In the center of the flag is the state seal. Around the state seal
is a wreath of the state flower, the lady slipper.
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