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Visit Website Did you know? The magistrates, though elected by the people, were drawn largely from the
Senate, which was dominated by the patricians, or the descendants of the original senators from the time of
Romulus. Politics in the early republic was marked by the long struggle between patricians and plebeians the
common people , who eventually attained some political power through years of concessions from patricians,
including their own political bodies, the tribunes, which could initiate or veto legislation. The Roman forum
was more than just home to their Senate. These laws included issues of legal procedure, civil rights and
property rights and provided the basis for all future Roman civil law. By around B. Military Expansion During
the early republic, the Roman state grew exponentially in both size and power. Though the Gauls sacked and
burned Rome in B. Rome then fought a series of wars known as the Punic Wars with Carthage, a powerful
city-state in northern Africa. In the Third Punic War â€” B. At the same time, Rome also spread its influence
east, defeating King Philip V of Macedonia in the Macedonian Wars and turning his kingdom into another
Roman province. The first Roman literature appeared around B. The gap between rich and poor widened as
wealthy landowners drove small farmers from public land, while access to government was increasingly
limited to the more privileged classes. Attempts to address these social problems, such as the reform
movements of Tiberius and Gaius Gracchus in B. Gaius Marius, a commoner whose military prowess elevated
him to the position of consul for the first of six terms in B. After Sulla retired, one of his former supporters,
Pompey, briefly served as consul before waging successful military campaigns against pirates in the
Mediterranean and the forces of Mithridates in Asia. During this same period, Marcus Tullius Cicero , elected
consul in 63 B. After earning military glory in Spain, Caesar returned to Rome to vie for the consulship in 59
B. From his alliance with Pompey and Crassus, Caesar received the governorship of three wealthy provinces
in Gaul beginning in 58 B. With old-style Roman politics in disorder, Pompey stepped in as sole consul in 53
B. With Octavian leading the western provinces, Antony the east, and Lepidus Africa, tensions developed by
36 B. In the wake of this devastating defeat, Antony and Cleopatra committed suicide. He instituted various
social reforms, won numerous military victories and allowed Roman literature, art, architecture and religion to
flourish. Augustus ruled for 56 years, supported by his great army and by a growing cult of devotion to the
emperor. When he died, the Senate elevated Augustus to the status of a god, beginning a long-running
tradition of deification for popular emperors. The line ended with Nero , whose excesses drained the Roman
treasury and led to his downfall and eventual suicide. The reign of Nerva , who was selected by the Senate to
succeed Domitian, began another golden age in Roman history, during which four emperorsâ€”Trajan,
Hadrian, Antoninus Pius, and Marcus Aureliusâ€”took the throne peacefully, succeeding one another by
adoption, as opposed to hereditary succession. Under Antoninus Pius , Rome continued in peace and
prosperity, but the reign of Marcus Aurelius â€” was dominated by conflict, including war against Parthia and
Armenia and the invasion of Germanic tribes from the north. When Marcus fell ill and died near the battlefield
at Vindobona Vienna , he broke with the tradition of non-hereditary succession and named his year-old son
Commodus as his successor. Decline and Disintegration The decadence and incompetence of Commodus
brought the golden age of the Roman emperors to a disappointing end. His death at the hands of his own
ministers sparked another period of civil war , from which Lucius Septimius Severus emerged victorious.
During the third century Rome suffered from a cycle of near-constant conflict. A total of 22 emperors took the
throne, many of them meeting violent ends at the hands of the same soldiers who had propelled them to
power. Meanwhile, threats from outside plagued the empire and depleted its riches, including continuing
aggression from Germans and Parthians and raids by the Goths over the Aegean Sea. The reign of Diocletian
temporarily restored peace and prosperity in Rome, but at a high cost to the unity of the empire. Diocletian
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divided power into the so-called tetrarchy rule of four , sharing his title of Augustus emperor with Maximian.
A pair of generals, Galerius and Constantius, were appointed as the assistants and chosen successors of
Diocletian and Maximian; Diocletian and Galerius ruled the eastern Roman Empire, while Maximian and
Constantius took power in the west. The stability of this system suffered greatly after Diocletian and
Maximian retired from office. Constantine the son of Constantius emerged from the ensuing power struggles
as sole emperor of a reunified Rome in He moved the Roman capital to the Greek city of Byzantium, which
he renamed Constantinople. Roman unity under Constantine proved illusory, and 30 years after his death the
eastern and western empires were again divided. Despite its continuing battle against Persian forces, the
eastern Roman Empireâ€”later known as the Byzantine Empireâ€”would remain largely intact for centuries to
come. Rome eventually collapsed under the weight of its own bloated empire, losing its provinces one by one:
Britain around ; Spain and northern Africa by Attila and his brutal Huns invaded Gaul and Italy around ,
further shaking the foundations of the empire. Start your free trial today.
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The largest, Sparta , controlled about square miles of territory; the smallest had just a few hundred people.
However, by the dawn of the Archaic period in the seventh century B. They all had economies that were based
on agriculture, not trade: Also, most had overthrown their hereditary kings, or basileus, and were ruled by a
small number of wealthy aristocrats. Visit Website These people monopolized political power. For example,
they refused to let ordinary people serve on councils or assemblies. They also monopolized the best farmland,
and some even claimed to be descended from the gods. Land was the most important source of wealth in the
city-states; it was also, obviously, in finite supply. The pressure of population growth pushed many men away
from their home poleis and into sparsely populated areas around Greece and the Aegean. By the end of the
seventh century B. Each of these poleis was an independent city-state. In this way, the colonies of the Archaic
period were different from other colonies we are familiar with: The people who lived there were not ruled by
or bound to the city-states from which they came. The new poleis were self-governing and self-sufficient. The
Rise of the Tyrants As time passed and their populations grew, many of these agricultural city-states began to
produce consumer goods such as pottery, cloth, wine and metalwork. Trade in these goods made some
peopleâ€”usually not members of the old aristocracyâ€”very wealthy. These people resented the unchecked
power of the oligarchs and banded together, sometimes with the aid of heavily-armed soldiers called hoplites,
to put new leaders in charge. These leaders were known as tyrants. Some tyrants turned out to be just as
autocratic as the oligarchs they replaced, while others proved to be enlightened leaders. Pheidon of Argos
established an orderly system of weights and measures, for instance, while Theagenes of Megara brought
running water to his city. However, their rule did not last: The colonial migrations of the Archaic period had
an important effect on its art and literature: Sculptors created kouroi and korai, carefully proportioned human
figures that served as memorials to the dead. Scientists and mathematicians made progress too: Anaximandros
devised a theory of gravity; Xenophanes wrote about his discovery of fossils; and Pythagoras of Kroton
discovered his famous theorem. The economic, political, technological and artistic developments of the
Archaic period readied the Greek city-states for the monumental changes of the next few centuries.
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Norte Chico in the Andes The first civilization emerged in Sumer in the southern region of Mesopotamia now
part of modern day Iraq. C, Sumerian city states had collectively formed civilization , with government,
religion, diversity of labor and writing. Among the city states Ur was among the most significant. The
Sumerian Renaissance also developed c. Egypt was a superpower at the time. East of Persia, was the Indus
River Valley civilization which organized cities neatly on grid patterns. The beginning of the Shang dynasty
emerged in China in this period, and there was evidence of a fully developed Chinese writing system. The
Shang Dynasty is the first Chinese regime recognized by western scholars though Chinese historians insist that
the Xia Dynasty preceded it. The Shang Dynasty practiced forced labor to complete public projects. There is
evidence of massive ritual burial. Early Iron Age[ edit ] This section needs additional citations for verification.
Please help improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged
and removed. July Learn how and when to remove this template message The Iron Age is the last principal
period in the three-age system, preceded by the Bronze Age. Its date and context vary depending on the
country or geographical region. The Iron Age over all was characterized by the prevalent smelting of iron with
Ferrous metallurgy and the use of Carbon steel. Smelted iron proved more durable than earlier metals such as
Copper or Bronze and allowed for more productive societies. The Iron Age took place at different times in
different parts of the world, and comes to an end when a society began to maintain historical records. Around
BC, the Trojan War was thought to have taken place. In Greece the Mycenae and Minona both disintegrated.
A wave of Sea Peoples attacked many countries, only Egypt survived intact. Afterwards some entirely new
successor civilizations arose in the Eastern Mediterranean. The Zhou dynasty was established in China shortly
thereafter. During this Zhou era China embraced a feudal society of decentralized power. Iron Age China then
dissolved into the warring states period where possibly millions of soldiers fought each other over feudal
struggles. Pirak is an early iron-age site in Balochistan , Pakistan , going back to about BC. This period is
believed to be the beginning of the Iron Age in India and the subcontinent. Around the same time came the
Vedas , the oldest sacred texts for the Hindu Religion. In BC, the rise of Greek city-states began. In BC, the
first recorded Olympic Games were held. In contrast to neighboring cultures the Greek City states did not
become a single militaristic empire but competed with each other as separate polis. Widespread trade and
communication between distinct regions in this period, including the rise of the Silk Road. This period saw the
rise of philosophy and proselytizing religions. Philosophy, religion and science were diverse in the Hundred
Schools of Thought producing thinkers such as Confucius , Lao Tzu and Mozi during the sixth century B. In
these developments religious and philosophical figures were all searching for human meaning. Significant for
the time was the Persian Achaemenid Empire. The Royal Road allowed for efficient trade and taxation. Greek
culture, and technology spread through West and South Asia often synthesizing with local cultures. In South
Asia, the Mauryan empire briefly annexed much of the Indian Subcontinent though short lived, its reign had
the legacies of spreading Buddhism and providing an inspiration to later Indian states. As a result of empires,
urbanization and literary spread to locations which had previously been at the periphery of civilization as
known by the large empires. Upon the turn of the millennium the independence of tribal peoples and smaller
kingdoms were threatened by more advanced states. Empires were not just remarkable for their territorial size
but for their administration and the dissemination of culture and trade, in this way the influence of empires
often extended far beyond their national boundaries. Trade routes expanded by land and sea and allowed for
flow of goods between distant regions even in the absence of communication. Distant nations such as Imperial
Rome and the Chinese Han Dynasty rarely communicated but a horde of Roman Coins have been discovered
in modern day Vietnam. Outside of civilization large geographic areas such as Siberia , Sub Saharan Africa
and Australia remained sparsely populated. The New World hosted a variety of separate civilizations but its
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own trade networks were smaller due to the lack of draft animals and the wheel. Empires with their immense
military strength remained fragile to civil wars, economic decline and a changing political environment
internationally. In Persia regime change took place from Parthia to the more centralized Sassanian Empire.
The land based Silk Road continued to deliver profits in trade but came under continual assault by nomads all
on the northern frontiers of Euarasian nations. Safer sea routes began to gain preference in the early centuries
AD Proselytizing religions began to replace polytheism and folk religions in many areas. Social change,
political transformation as well as ecological events all contributed to the end of Ancient Times and the
beginning of the Post Classical era in Eurasia roughly around the year
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Archaic period in Greece Dipylon Vase of the late Geometric period, or the beginning of the Archaic period, c.
In the 8th century BC, Greece began to emerge from the Dark Ages which followed the fall of the Mycenaean
civilization. Literacy had been lost and Mycenaean script forgotten, but the Greeks adopted the Phoenician
alphabet , modifying it to create the Greek alphabet. Objects with Phoenician writing on them may have been
available in Greece from the 9th century BC, but the earliest evidence of Greek writing comes from graffiti on
Greek pottery from the mid-8th century. It was fought between the important poleis city-states of Chalcis and
Eretria over the fertile Lelantine plain of Euboea. Both cities seem to have suffered a decline as result of the
long war, though Chalcis was the nominal victor. A mercantile class arose in the first half of the 7th century
BC, shown by the introduction of coinage in about BC. The aristocratic regimes which generally governed the
poleis were threatened by the new-found wealth of merchants, who in turn desired political power. From BC
onwards, the aristocracies had to fight not to be overthrown and replaced by populist tyrants. In Sparta , the
Messenian Wars resulted in the conquest of Messenia and enserfment of the Messenians, beginning in the
latter half of the 8th century BC, an act without precedent in ancient Greece. This practice allowed a social
revolution to occur. Even the elite were obliged to live and train as soldiers; this commonality between rich
and poor citizens served to defuse the social conflict. These reforms, attributed to Lycurgus of Sparta , were
probably complete by BC. Political geography of ancient Greece in the Archaic and Classical periods Athens
suffered a land and agrarian crisis in the late 7th century BC, again resulting in civil strife. The Archon chief
magistrate Draco made severe reforms to the law code in BC hence " draconian " , but these failed to quell the
conflict. Eventually the moderate reforms of Solon BC , improving the lot of the poor but firmly entrenching
the aristocracy in power, gave Athens some stability. By the 6th century BC several cities had emerged as
dominant in Greek affairs: Athens, Sparta, Corinth , and Thebes. Each of them had brought the surrounding
rural areas and smaller towns under their control, and Athens and Corinth had become major maritime and
mercantile powers as well. Rapidly increasing population in the 8th and 7th centuries BC had resulted in
emigration of many Greeks to form colonies in Magna Graecia Southern Italy and Sicily , Asia Minor and
further afield. The emigration effectively ceased in the 6th century BC by which time the Greek world had,
culturally and linguistically, become much larger than the area of present-day Greece. Greek colonies were not
politically controlled by their founding cities, although they often retained religious and commercial links with
them. The emigration process also determined a long series of conflicts between the Greek cities of Sicily,
especially Syracuse , and the Carthaginians. This way Rome became the new dominant power against the
fading strength of the Sicilian Greek cities and the Carthaginian supremacy in the region. One year later the
First Punic War erupted. In this period, there was huge economic development in Greece, and also in its
overseas colonies which experienced a growth in commerce and manufacturing. There was a great
improvement in the living standards of the population. Some studies estimate that the average size of the
Greek household, in the period from BC to BC, increased five times, which indicates[ citation needed ] a large
increase in the average income of the population. In the second half of the 6th century BC, Athens fell under
the tyranny of Peisistratos and then of his sons Hippias and Hipparchos. However, in BC, at the instigation of
the Athenian aristocrat Cleisthenes , the Spartan king Cleomenes I helped the Athenians overthrow the
tyranny. Afterwards, Sparta and Athens promptly turned on each other, at which point Cleomenes I installed
Isagoras as a pro-Spartan archon. Eager to prevent Athens from becoming a Spartan puppet, Cleisthenes
responded by proposing to his fellow citizens that Athens undergo a revolution: Classical Greece Main article:
Classical Greece Early Athenian coin, depicting the head of Athena on the obverse and her owl on the
reverseâ€”5th century BC In BC, the Ionian city states under Persian rule rebelled against the
Persian-supported tyrants that ruled them. Sparta was suspicious of the increasing Athenian power funded by
the Delian League, and tensions rose when Sparta offered aid to reluctant members of the League to rebel
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against Athenian domination. These tensions were exacerbated in , when Athens sent a force to aid Sparta in
overcoming a helot revolt, but their aid was rejected by the Spartans. In an alliance between Athens and Argos
was defeated by Sparta at Mantinea. Another war of stalemates, it ended with the status quo restored, after the
threat of Persian intervention on behalf of the Spartans. The Spartan hegemony lasted another 16 years, until,
when attempting to impose their will on the Thebans, the Spartans were defeated at Leuctra in BC. The
Theban general Epaminondas then led Theban troops into the Peloponnese, whereupon other city-states
defected from the Spartan cause. The Thebans were thus able to march into Messenia and free the population.
Deprived of land and its serfs, Sparta declined to a second-rank power. The Theban hegemony thus
established was short-lived; at the Battle of Mantinea in BC, Thebes lost its key leader, Epaminondas, and
much of its manpower, even though they were victorious in battle. In fact such were the losses to all the great
city-states at Mantinea that none could establish dominance in the aftermath. In twenty years, Philip had
unified his kingdom, expanded it north and west at the expense of Illyrian tribes , and then conquered Thessaly
and Thrace. His success stemmed from his innovative reforms to the Macedonian army. Phillip intervened
repeatedly in the affairs of the southern city-states, culminating in his invasion of BC. Decisively defeating an
allied army of Thebes and Athens at the Battle of Chaeronea BC , he became de facto hegemon of all of
Greece, except Sparta. He compelled the majority of the city-states to join the League of Corinth, allying them
to him, and preventing them from warring with each other. Philip then entered into war against the
Achaemenid Empire but was assassinated by Pausanias of Orestis early on in the conflict. Alexander the Great
, son and successor of Philip, continued the war. When Alexander died in BC, Greek power and influence was
at its zenith. However, there had been a fundamental shift away from the fierce independence and classical
culture of the poleisâ€”and instead towards the developing Hellenistic culture. Hellenistic Greece Main
articles: Although the establishment of Roman rule did not break the continuity of Hellenistic society and
culture, which remained essentially unchanged until the advent of Christianity , it did mark the end of Greek
political independence.
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Durante In the ancient worlds of the Greek City States and the Roman Republic, slavery was a driving force
for the economy in order to maintain their society. Ancient Greece was divided into different bodied
city-states each governed by their own people on a much smaller scale and in ancient Rome they had
constructed a governing body for all the lands they had conquered which massed to become one of the largest
empires in history. In the economy of ancient Greece and ancient Rome, chattel slavery was the model used in
order to solidify the description of a slave. Slaves in ancient Athens and Rome were easily found. The slaves
who were being sold can be found on the docks at a port or within the markets of the city of Rome. In ancient
Athens, everybody owned a slave. The Athenians and Romans obtained slaves through wars in foreign lands
for which they conquered many lands. There was a driving force, a good chance to become rich if you owned
slaves. In ancient Greece chattel slavery began to arise, according to N. E Fisher, just after the reforms Solon
introduced into Athenian law. Fisher continues to write that regions just outside of Greece gave supplied
regular amounts of slaves. These slaves were from wars, captured by pirates or even in trading with the
barbarian countries mentioned above. The work in the mines was done by expendable slaves and could be
easily replaced. The demand for slaves, both in the mines and for city slaves were large and so the supply was
being fulfilled to meet the needs of Athenians. The silver mining operation was in high demand of the
Athenian economy. Another example for the use of slaves was for manufacturing goods. The slaves made
weapons of war, statues, knives, lamps, clothes and pots. For quarrying purposes, the cites were managed by
contractors who used slave labor to mine the stone out of the quarry and then to transport them away. Even for
public building, slaves provided much of the labor force. Roman political history and slavery. All emperors
from 27 BC to AD are listed. The Greek world, especially in Athens is much different than that of the Roman
Republic. The Republic had conquered a large amount of land through war and conquest and war was one of
the leading causes that lead to an abundance of war prisoners who then became slaves. The towns and tribes
they conquered were sacked and from them, the army, or whoever was in command of the army, and the
women and children would be taken as slaves. The slaves that came from the wars Rome fought in was heavy.
Joshel uses both Julius Caesar and Appian to describe the amount of war captives Caesar had after his war in
Gaul. The Gallic Wars lasted about eight years and over that time Caesar conquered what would be modern
France. Painting of a wine server, Rome. Joshel writes about the role of slaves have on the wealthier,
aristocratic people of Rome. The slaves were free labor, although they were purchased and have to be fed, but
if there was an abundance of slaves coming into the markets from foreign wars, the price for slaves were
cheap. Being that the slaves were cheap to purchase, the nobles were able to buy in large quantities to work for
them on their agricultural lands. This fit the laws of supply and demand very well. In both societies, Athens
and Rome, slaves held most of the labor-specific jobs. Although, some slaves can become owned by the public
or some can run for a limited political office. By having slaves be the production force, slaves directly
influenced both the economy of the state and of the people who owned them. Using a large slave force to
construct monumental structures is almost cost-free. The slave, on a smaller level, would then be required to
maintain the produce of the farms owned by the aristocracy.
Chapter 6 : Chattel Slavery in Ancient Greece and Rome
The economy of ancient cultures, including both Greece and Rome, was based on agriculture. Greeks ideally lived on
small self-sufficient wheat-producing farms, but bad agricultural practices made many households incapable of feeding
themselves.
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SETTING THE STAGEThroughout history, The Legacy of Ancient Greece and Rome They used logic and reason to
investigate the nature of the universe, human society.
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