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The pair had met via the gay dating app Grindr. Bamford, of South Street, Crowborough, denied murder,
claiming he was protecting himself from Mr Jefferies but jurors convicted him after deliberating for three
hours. His mother Annmarie Bamford broke down in tears as she sat next to her husband Richard. Judge Mr
Justice Spencer adjourned sentencing until today. In addition to bringing in extra revenue, the council say
broadcasting the service over the internet will allow those who are unable to attend the cremation, due to
distance or illness, the ability to feel part of the proceedings. Cliff Allen, a minister at the Evangelical Church
of Christ on Commercial Road and Secretary of Churches for Tunbridge Wells said, in his own opinion, that
he saw several benefits to the scheme, but warned it could be misused. There is a lot of value in face to face
contact and being present in person. After the funeral service it will be available to view on demand for a
period of seven days. If you would like to make a comment on any aspect of the newspaper, please write to the
editor at 16 Lonsdale Gardens, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 1NU, or email newsdesk timesoftunbridgewells.
Bamford met Mr Jefferies some two years before the killing when he was aged Contact resumed in December
following a break. During his defence, Bamford told the court he had met Mr Jefferies in the hope he would
give him money, as he had done so in the past. Bamford claimed that he stabbed Mr Jefferies to protect
himself. He was recuperating at home following an operation to treat his injuries. Mrs Bamford told jurors: He
then went on to his bed and laid there face down, very upset and very tearful. A Crowborough businessman,
who asked not to be named, told the Times: And they can be very vocal. Particularly on social media. There
was an event on The Pantiles over the weekend. Then came news of Storm Angus. Organisers had a choice:
Call the whole thing off or press ahead and do their best. They decided to keep going. As expected, the
heavens opened and not everything went according to plan. But the brollies went up, Santa arrived and the
bands kept playing. Then came the moaners on social media, perhaps best summed up by the chap who posted
the following: But if we all did that, what sort of town would we have? Nothing is more guaranteed to get
people talking, or rather arguing, than traffic problems and when you add cyclists into the mix the whole thing
can become toxic. One of the most notorious roads in and out of Tunbridge Wells is the A26 when it trickles
through Southborough. Now comes news that the county council has joined forces with the borough council to
turn a half-mile section into a route exclusively for cyclists. However, we can imagine the frustration of
motorists confined to traffic jams glancing with envy at an empty cycle lane. The whole thing is now up for
public consultation so if you have a few thoughts, one way or another, now is the time to make your voice
heard. THERE has been mixed reaction to the news that the notorious stretch of A26 through Southborough is
to switch the use of the bus lane into a route for cyclists. Mandatory cycle lanes will be introduced in both
directions. This means vehicles cannot drive or park in the lane, which is marked by a solid line. This
restriction will apply 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Planning documents from KCC state: A solution is
therefore required to encourage more cycling use along the route which would contribute towards congestion
relief, improvements in air quality and health. If congestion gets worse, that could have a negative effect on
our business. If they made it another lane for motorists I think that would be much better. The reopening is
only temporary, however. Kent County Council said that permanent repairs will still need to be made,
resulting in further closures. It signals a new direction for the retail giant, as they announced earlier in the
month that they would be closing 30 stores across the UK and converting a further 45 into food-only outlets.
We are trying to encourage cycle use and make the road safe but obviously the road is already really busy. Its
spokesman Tom Swarbrigg said: The money raised on behalf of the Royal British Legion is not only in
memory of the fallen but also for the future of the living. Laser scanners are widely used in the preparatory
stages of development in order to accurately document certain aspects of a given site, such as elevation,
gradient and other special aspects by collecting millions of individual point measurements within minutes.
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Combined with GPS data, the results of the scan can then be used to create 3D models which can also be laid
over information regarding pipes and cables running underneath the plot. The year-old had been the Director
of Ripples Bathroom showroom in Tunbridge Wells for the past nine-and-a-half years. He leaves a partner and
two children from a previous marriage. In tribute, his colleague Mark Joy said: A very sad loss to all that knew
him. However, at the age of 25, his dream of being a professional sportsman became a reality and he enjoyed a
six-year career as a professional squash player. Retiring at 31, he pursued his love of sports by managing
fitness clubs for a further 10 years, including an eightyear spell at Charing Cross Sports Club in central
London. Determined to expand his business, he opened showrooms in Brighton and then Reigate. Colin, who
lived in Dartford, continued to be a keen sportsman after retiring professionally, making it through to the
quarter-finals of the overs British Squash Open in Almost heads in Kent, Buckinghamshire and Lincolnshire
participated in the survey, with 78 of the respondents coming from primary schools. Of these, 71 per cent said
comprehensives provided a better path for pupils. Many spoke out against the negative influence of grammars.
Respondents were concerned about the growing number of pupils who are being tutored to pass the plus
entrance exam, which is not needed for comprehensive schools. They claimed that children suffer stress
because of the pressure of taking the test, and the process can damage self-esteem and cause students to worry
about their future. Non-grammar schools in selective areas are described as lacking academic aspiration and
are perceived as second rate from the outside. It comes against the backdrop of the government seeking to
expand the selective system under Prime Minister Theresa May. Survey Fewer than one in ten responded to
the survey of 1, headteachers in the three counties, but the findings were emphatic: She was judged the winner
by comedian Sara Pascoe, who said at the presentation: What a welcome resource for new mums. After they
were whittled down from a shortlist of six by a public vote, their only rival among the comedy nominees was a
blog called Eeh Bah Mum, by Kirsty Smith from Haworth in Yorkshire. Fran said the award came as complete
surprise. I thrive on doing things at the very last minute. That gets to you after a while. I wanted to make the
most of it. The interview was interspersed with exclamations like: On the day, she met up with her online
friends, called the Chucklemums. Sometimes the dark side of the blogosphere can strike home when
unwelcome comments are left by way of feedback. But once you start blogging, you realise there is so much
more to it. Manchester-based firm CVS was thrust into the middle of an ongoing dispute between the council
and the Valuation Office Agency at the start of November, when it was disclosed that the agency was helping
21 companies to have their rates re-evaluated. That meant that over the last seven years businesses here have
effectively been paying less than what they perhaps should have been. It was found that out of 30 businesses
checked at random on the High Street, 21 will have to find extra money â€” with the highest rise in rateable
value being 21 per cent. Meanwhile, retailers operating within Royal Victoria Place shopping centre will
benefit from some of the largest cuts, which will fall on average by 23 per cent. All the presents are transferred
from the collection points to the Big Yellow Self Storage depot in Longfield Road, Tunbridge Wells, where
they are sorted by dedicated volunteers. Karen Collins, one of the organisers of the appeal, said: Please help us
by donating to the appeal. But for others, it is a time of worry as they struggle to make ends meet. The appeal
will run until December 15, and those involved are urging people to give generously this year, with donations
accepted at designated collection points across Tunbridge Wells borough. Was it with awe and wonder of what
might occur and what gifts you might receive? This is why we hope that you will get behind our appeal and
keep the magic alive for so many young people. The panto cast on the open-top bus By Murray Jones murray
timesoftunbridgewells. It was all coordinated by Royal Tunbridge Wells Together. They paraded around the
town centre on an open-top bus along Wednesday 23rd November with Father Christmas and his elves. The
pageantry of the Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs cast drew waves, laughter and a fair bit of confusion from
passers-by. Everyone then went along to the walkway outside Boots as the stage was set for the lights
switch-on. Crowds were wowed by displays of figure skating by the Gillingham Silver Blades before the
Invicta Junior Ice Hockey Club, under-9s and 11s, showed off their sporting skills. The rink will be open
seven days a week apart from Christmas Day until January 2. Following the opening, more than children,
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parents and friends from Pickering Cancer Drop-in Centre visited the rink on Saturday morning. Paxton,
Mooking and Bert were some of the more unusual names, alongside the more traditional Snowball and Winter.
Santa Express It was then all aboard the Santa Express for its inaugural journey round town. During the
lead-up to Christmas the train will ferry shoppers, free of charge, between the Assembly Hall and the High
Street. The train will operate on the weekends of November , December and December , and then everyday in
the week leading up to Christmas.
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Members must be over 18 years old. Free beer is a middy of Byron and will only be supplied to patrons over
the age of Responsible service of alcohol rules apply. According to TOOT, a proposal for a local light rail
service between Casino and Murwillumbah, making frequent runs and stops along the way, has gained
widespread support from business, young people and regional leaders. Many of our workforce make the daily
commute from the inland areas including Lismore. Opening a station near the new sports fields next to the
industrial estate [at West Byron] would be a huge plus for the businesses in our Martin Brook, foreground, and
other supporters of train reinstatement take to the abandoned tracks in protest. He said while road and rail
transport will always be significant players in moving freight from one destination to another, he is very
interested in new types of ocean going vessels. Coastal shipping has been developed in the United States as an
alternative, efficient, costeffective and economically viable way of moving freight between ports. Are you
willing to risk the lives and safety of your guests by ignoring the Building Code of Australia? Are you willing
to discriminate against the disabled by ignoring provisions set out in the Building Code of Australia? Are you
willing to pretend you care about the disruption you may be causing late at night and join a toothless tiger
holiday letting group? Are you willing to procure your tenants through a faceless city based website, and
siphon your earnings away from the community that suffers from your illegal activity? If the answer is yes to
the above, then your lack of community decency and your lust for lots of money qualify you. Minimal splatter
with excellent opacity. Dirt blaster, vario spray lance, 6m hose K2. Students, parents and staff are buzzing
with excitement as they plan performances, competitions, stalls, and activities for the big day. Look for entry
forms around town, or on the Coorabell Public School website. Think novelty or traditional, 50s or now, this is
all about get up to your elbows in icing and having a go! The overall cupcake winner receives the Royal
Cupcake Crown and an abundance of gifts from generous local sponsors. There will be white elephant stalls,
retro clothes for sale, as well as plants, books and toys. Celebrate and Heal Your Sexuality. Jane lives in
Huonbrook and was approached by the English publishing company via email. They offered to publish a book,
if she would write one for them. The publisher found her via the Glastonbury Goddess Conference, where Jane
has been a regular presenter over many years. He also moved for advice on a system of investment practice
and protection for the current and future investment portfolio. In that case, concrete examples would be
needed. When Cr Tabart spoke to The Echo he said there was opposition to the motion. The headline they
were hoping for might have read: The outlook is not that they had been populist and irresponsible. Their
ambition of wild-eyed radical greens, but of scientists from across a wide was for the budget to be seen as
range of disciplines. Then read the Outlook at http: No biodiversity, no agriculture, no food. We must work
locally to develop resilience and to support go wrong actually went right. Which of course raises the question:
Well, partly because things appear to be a bit more predictable; in spite of the turmoil in Greece and the risk of
it spreading around Europe, the recovery is now unambiguously under way and Australia is at the head of the
pack, with government debt and deficit figures minis- dia as well. As they point out, they pay their normal
taxes on this bonanza, but it seems only reasonable to expect them to share their windfall with the country that
provides it. The real shock of last A lot of things that Treasury thought likely to go wrong actually went right.
And the prognosis for revenue seems soundly based; while there is always a chance something disastrous will
happen to the Chinese economy, demand from India is steadily increasing and global reliance on coal and iron
ore is not going to fall away any time soon. Perhaps by then the hysteria will have subsided. It should, because
the miners, like the government, have been making huge unexpected gains not through good management but
good luck. Obviously, Rudd was hoping for a boost, but it appears that Abbott, with his kneejerk opposition to
the great big new tax which will kill the goose that lays the golden eggs, will be the one to get it. Certainly he
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emerged last week from his talks with BHP Billiton boss Marius Kloppers and Rio Tinto boss David Peever
with the satisfied expression of a party leader who has put all his funding worries behind him for the
foreseeable future. It is a peculiar Australian convention that although the real treasurer delivers the budget,
the shadow treasurer does not reply to it: In this was a pity, because not only would Joe Hockey have been
funnier, but we would have been spared the spectacle of Tony Abbott trying to be statesmanlike;
disappointingly, he did not appear in his budget smugglers. His diatribes against what fanciers of exotic
wildlife interpret as the Grey Pig Newt Axe were, of course predictable, but the only new lines were promises
to freeze the public service actually the Canberra winters are already quite cold enough and to reduce
government advertising; given that the present government had already cut this to half what it was under John
Howard, the pledge was somewhat underwhelming. The relief on his own side was obvious. Many years ago a
radio pundit named Eric Baume was famous for delivering passionate denunciations of just about everything,
After one such effort Baume asked his producer what he thought of the speech. Well, replied the producer, it
was bullshit. Baume gleamed through his spectacles. Interestingly, Baume in his heyday bore a disturbing
resemblance to Groucho. Indeed, the same spectacles, nose and moustache set would do for either. The
appropriate zonings for environmentally sensitive areas in the draft Local Environmental Plan LEP are the
subject of intense debate, and how the LEP pans out in the end will affect local biodiversity. Ph Printer:
Horton Media Australia Ltd Reg. Unsolicited contributions are welcome but, given the volume of material we
receive, not all submissions will be acknowledged. Email to editor echo. Nigel and Marcus wish to personally
thank each and every one of you for your ongoing support as we continue to serve with integrity and
compassion for a unique dental experience tailored to your individual needs. Furthermore the attempt to
discourage van parking is a contradiction to road safety that exhorts drivers to rest when tired or drunk.
Burying a turd and returning carbon directly to soil is not an irresponsible act in a society experiencing
environmental chaos, even though conservative urban myth that wishes to remain oblivious to environmental
degradation might think so. The main objection to turd burying is that people fear campers will irresponsibly
pollute. I will repeat ad infinitum and ad nauseum, that while there is belief people are irresponsible, there is
the creation of irresponsible people. The reverse is also true; while there is planning as though people are
responsible, there is the creation of responsible people. At the present moment there is a proposal by Rous
Water to doubly pollute tap water not just with chlorine but now with fluoride even though both chemicals are
known poisons and their synergistic or combined toxic effects have not been tested. It is not as though there is
none of the population who are prone to cancer. One can only assume water supplies are to be fluoridated
because authorities consider people too irresponsible to tend to their own teeth. If this community wants to
keep the land for whatever public purpose â€” and it is the last block in Ocean Shores in Council our hands for
public use â€” then we need to pack the Club and bring suggestions to Councillors as to how we would like
this land to be used. Since the Roundhouse DA was drawn up in , the world has dramatically changed. Council
should not be acting on a decade-old DA. Community now urgently needs its public spaces more than ever,
for local gatherings, gardens, markets, art and culture, discourse, parks, entertainment, youth activities, music,
public enterprise and local employment. Ocean Shores has no infrastructure apart from a hall. No public
library, no art and cultural centre, police station, fire station, information centre, hospital or clinic, sportsfields,
high school, public toilets, skate parks â€” for a population bigger than Byron Bay. To have a say, be at the
meeting. Maybe instead of smearing the Opposition, our almost invisible local member could be more of an
advocate for health in Parliament. In particular I note that she did nothing to stop closure for lack of funding
the MISA mental health outreach program which operated successfully in our local area, her electorate, to
meet a vital need. Jeremy Chance Mullumbimby Roundhouse future The Roundhouse is a magnificent two
hectare site on a ridge overlooking the entire sweep of the bay, the coast to the north and the hinterland ranges.
The real estate office was a fabulous 60s glass circular building which was bulldozed by the then Council. The
original plans for the Roundhouse site on Orana Road, Ocean Shores, state that it be held for community use,
with the intention of an art and Aboriginal cultural gallery. Due to historical controversies, Council bought it
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back from a group of developers. Last Thursday, Council threatened to carve it up and sell off small blocks to
recoup money. But the community has never been consulted. Councillors wisely and unanimously deferred
from proceeding with the sale. The community has organised a public meeting for Ri Fraser Ocean Shores
Stealing resources tion of water supplies can be seen to be irresponsible acts. They are support of the truism
that while people are thought to be irresponsible, there is the creation of irresponsible people. Surely the
resources belong to the disinherited, those survivors of the invasion. My wife and I only knew him as he
treated us for aches and pains. With strong hands and a soft heart he gave us relief. Big as he was, he had a
gentle soothing nature with a quirky smile. We hear of many tales of him helping people. At my last visit he
spoke of his many plans to go on helping those in need. God bless you, Steve. It seems the mining companies
think the resources of the land are theirs for the taking or at least for a minimal royalty to give themselves a
competitive advantage vis-a-vis the world Brian Seymour market. It seems that the stock Ocean Shores market
agrees with them. Our mini excavator even has a grab for rock walls House sites, farm roads, all excavations.
Proud to support the Pink Ladies and the Friends of the Library. Call for a free quote Malcolm Price Social
Habitat Main Arm traversed through youth culture, some lessons are being learnt. A lot of young adults are
willing to cooperate on agreed boundaries after past experiences have revealed strategies for better planning
and action. This seems to be the way forward for any evolving mechanism. When we meet them there and
support their attempts to celebrate life in ways that satisfy their passion and vitality the incidence of social
disobedience fall away naturally as they are happy. We are among the most privileged and socially liberated
cultures on the planet.
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To be more precise, this is a book about what makes fat rights possible or impossible, credible or incredible,
reasonable or untenable in contemporary American law and society. It must then also be a book about rights in
general, about who properly possesses rights, and about how rights work. It must be about the society we
actually live in and the tools we regularly use to make sense of what different people deserve in their ordinary
quests to get by and get ahead. As soon as a new social problem emerges in our society, it is never too long
before we begin debating the issue in terms of rights. Are fat citizens a new rights group on their way to being
seen as objects of unfair discrimination? If so, how will we talk about what they deserve? Being fat is surely
quite stigmatizing. Media coverage of the trend has been sensationalist and misleading, feeding a national and
even international fat panic. The tone of public debate may now be turning back toward greater calm,
however, and it is my hope that this book will contribute to a discussion about what our antidiscrimination
traditions can and cannot offer us to help puzzle through the relationship between the reality of our differences
in body sizes and what justice requires for all of us. Its aim is to promote deeper understanding of the
languages we have to use to defend new rights claims. It is a book about disability rights as well, because
disability is the newest, and in many ways most fraught, category for legal protections in American law.
Protection against transgender discrimination is even more unfamiliar to many Americans than protection
against weight discrimination, but it is also a new idea beginning to have its day in court. To understand what
we will get out of gaining new legal protections, we must understand all the categories that are already there. It
has seemed to me that arguments straightforwardly advocating for an end to weight-based discrimination miss
an opportunity to take stock of why we must use the terms that we do. Why must arguments for employment
rights begin from the usually unquestioned presumption that the deserving worker is a fully normal and
functional individual just like everyone else? This starting point is so obvious that it is rarely discussed. And
yet it closes off discussion of the place of difference in antidiscrimination rules, or at least puts difference on
the defensive: Readers interested in the politics of the obesity epidemic should read this book for the legal
angles it supplies. Many of the same arguments about fat health issue or civil rights issue, under the control of
individuals or the fault of food companies? Readers interested in antidiscrimination theories should read this
book for its technique: Fat advocates will gain in- Preface xi sights into how their arguments will resonate or
fail to resonate as justice claims, and receive an account of how we still do not have an adequate place in the
law to receive their claims. Many advocates realize this inadequacy all too well. They also realize they must
keep pressing those claims. Fat Rights offers a way to keep doing that in an eyeswide-open, strategic, and
supple way. Readers who love storiesâ€”and I think that is most everyoneâ€”will meet ordinary people in this
book whose struggles for rights reveal much beyond their individual struggles. We often think of law as a
lofty set of rules that only professionals like judges and lawyers understand. But law is also just one way of
trying to make sense of what all these things we doâ€”walking around, appearing at work, trying to perform
tasksâ€”mean for what we deserve to get out of life. I am deeply grateful to many supportive colleagues whose
thoughts I have ingested in writing this book. They have not vanquished all the errors, though not for lack of
trying. I received timely and exacting research support from the University of Michigan School of Law
librarians, particularly Aimee Mangan and her staff of student researchers. I also thankfully acknowledge
permissions by the University of Cali- xii Preface fornia Press, the University of Chicago Press, and the
Society for Disability Studies to use material from my previously published work. Journal of Women in
Culture and Society, Vol. Introduction The Challenge of Difference A prominent idea in American law is that
similarly situated people ought to be treated similarly. Equality, in this view, is not about treating each and
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every person in exactly the same way. Instead, it is about knowing which differences among persons really
matter. If persons differ in some meaningful way, they are not similarly situated, and thus may be treated
differently. Children are not similarly situated to adults with respect to responsibility, for example, so they are
held to a more lenient legal standard and given duties like attending school that do not apply to adults. It is not
discrimination to tell a twelve-yearold that she cannot drive the family car while her twenty-year-old sibling
can. Contemporary American antidiscrimination law attempts to draw these distinctions by constructing
categories that then are presumptively off limits for judging persons. In a few places, what is called gender
identity usually meaning transsexual or transgender identity , weight and height, and other aspects of personal
appearance are included as well. The basic challenge of this system of antidiscrimination law is to know which
differences matter, which ones are incidental, and how to tell between them. The challenge of establishing
which differences really matter is often framed as a debate over which traits belong on these lists. Some of
these categories are acceptably salient axes of identities that most people recognize and accept as part of our
civil rights law, such as race and gender, while coverage for others, like weight or transgender status, is highly
contentious. Just the knowledge that a trait has been granted legal protection does not tell us what its meaning
is. Political arguments and judicial rhetoric appear to be the primary grounds upon which debates about civil
rights protections take place. Debates about difference are actually comprised of competing descriptions of
what persons are, how they function, how their merit is to be determined, how they exist within communities,
and what they deserve as a result. Logics, after all, always rely on underlying premises, and these descriptions
constitute those underlying premises. In this book I argue that logics of personhood can explain the complex,
shifting, and often muddy terrain of our antidiscrimination laws. What we often think of as identity politics or
multiculturalism, then, turns out to be more fruitfully understood as the effect of logics of personhood. It is no
surprise that antidiscrimination, an area of law that includes so many of the most basic and contentious
problems of judgment, equality, and fairness, would back up to equally fundamental questions about
personhood. Deeply rooted ways of thinking are not deterministic, however; these logics of personhood are
contingent and historically situated, and of late they have exhibited some interesting shifts that I will discuss in
detail. Nonetheless, I examine them here not for their full arc of history, but for their appearance in the
present. The focus on fatness situates this work in a very particular moment because, of course, cultural
conceptions of fatness even in our own society have at other times been quite different than they are now.
These stories rest on different logics of personhood that link together identity, personal traits, moral
responsibility, governmental response, and legal protections. I call them functional personhood; embedded
personhood; the blame shifting account of personhood; diverse personhood; actuarial personhood; and
managerial individualism and explain them each fully below. These logics, their interrelationships, and their
implications for law and politics are the subject of Fat Rights. Logics of personhood are ordinary,
commonsense ways of talking about difference and how it matters. They are also the basis of legal rules and
judicial decision making. These logics give us boundaries for seeing injustice, and they tell us what kinds 4
Introduction of justice to hope for. These logics hold up and fortify our legal and political system in its current
form, with some shifting and contestation at the margins. But even so, they relate back to ways of
understanding ourselves and each other that seem obviously correct to many people. Their power thus derives
from their roots in overlapping domains of ordinary life, legal rules, and governmental practices. My aim is to
make clear the ways we talk through and justify various legal protections or the lack of them and to draw out
their sometimes counter-intuitive implications. Logic suggests a tidy reasoning process, whereas what I will
describe in this book is often quite messy and contradictory. Each logic has its own bounded area in which it
can spin an account of difference and reveal how to handle it in antidiscrimination law. Each logic has starting
premises that guide its account of persons and their difference. If the premise is that functional capacity is the
most important thing about a worker and that traits of appearance have nothing to do with performing a job,
then we may mandate that employers disregard race and gender while hiring and measure only, say, the speed
of typing without errors in interviewing a secretary. The logic would yield a certain set of practices based on
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the premise that appearance is not a difference that matters. Suppose then an employee who uses a wheelchair
appears. The logic, if we stick to it, would dictate that we simply ignore that feature of her appearance. In such
a worldâ€”of staircases, big heavy doors, cramped toilet stalls, and high shelvingâ€”people in wheelchairs will
simply be excluded much of the time. The logic simply cannot devise an approach to their differences.
Antidiscrimination law can then generate a new logic to justify making some accommodations. Then when we
bump into an unpalatable outcome, we must back up and revise our starting premises about what is really
important about persons after all. It is this process of bumping about, realizing what our premises really are,
and seeing the dilemmas they produce that I draw out in Fat Rights. I have not drawn these logics that I name
and use out of thin air, of course. They derive their meaning and usefulness from roots within
post-Enlightenment cultures of the modern industrialized West. The functional individual is a liberal citizen
who asks that others suspend their prejudices in the public sphere of work and citizenship. Diversity has been
a means of making the organizational man cosmopolitan and tolerant in the perfect blend of the two.
Embedded personhood pushes back against the individualism of liberal legalism with a call to community,
asking us to remember the constitution of the self within culture. If antidiscrimination protections are markers
of conclusions, the meanings of which require explanation, then their boundaries require explanation. Why do
some traits seem paradigmatically to deserve antidiscrimination protections, while for other traits the same
protections seem absurd? To better see the boundaries, I examine rights protections based on race, gender, and
disability which have already been clearly established, as well as claims based on weight and transgender
identity, which exist on the fringes of legal protection. This is not a study about, for example, whether fat
people should have more rights, although it will undoubtedly assist arguments that they should. Rather, Fat
Rights is a study about what it means when they do or do not have rights. In watching how law extends or
retracts rights to these persons, we can observe the properties of the boundaries and how they move. Bonnie
Cook, a victorious plaintiff in a fat discrimination lawsuit: The differences that matter are differences in merit,
talent, and capabilities. Capacities are features of persons that ought to be separated from outwardly appearing
traits, the argument goes, and being fat ought not to count as evidence that a person is unhealthy or lazy. Their
goal is to convince judges and juries that they were unfairly disadvantaged because their difference should not
have made a difference, and they articulate their claims in terms of functional individualism. On March 2, ,
Arazella Manuel applied for a job as a bus driver with 8 Introduction Texas Bus Lines, which operated a
shuttle service in Houston between area hotels and the airports. She passed all the qualifying tests, and then
had to go for a physical exam. James Frierson, found that her blood pressure was normal and that she had no
health problems. Nonetheless, he declined to certify Ms. Manuel to drive because of her weight, citing
concerns that her size would prevent her from helping passengers in an emergency. Manuel sued, claiming
that she had been discriminated against when the company wrongly assumed that her weight was disabling.
The logic she was invoking was functional individualism. Catherine McDermott, another fat woman, applied
to Xerox for a job as a business systems consultant. She also had to undergo a medical exam as part of the
hiring process.
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