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He has a younger brother, Kimbal born , and a younger sister, Tosca born As he states, "I remember thinking
and seeing that America is where great things are possible, more than any other country in the world. He left
in to study business and physics at the University of Pennsylvania. However, his move was timed perfectly
with the Internet boom, and he dropped out of Stanford after just two days to become a part of it, launching his
first company, Zip2 Corporation. Zip2 In , Musk and his brother, Kimbal , started Zip2 , a web software
company, with money raised from a small group of angel investors. The merged company focused on the
PayPal service and was renamed PayPal in The group met with companies such as NPO Lavochkin and
Kosmotras ; however, according to Cantrell, Musk was seen as a novice and was consequently spat on by one
of the Russian chief designers, [58] and the group returned to the United States empty-handed. On the flight
back from Moscow, Musk realized that he could start a company that could build the affordable rockets he
needed. It was concluded that theoretically, by applying vertical integration and the modular approach from
software engineering, SpaceX could cut launch price by a factor of ten and still enjoy a percent gross margin.
SpaceX develops and manufactures space launch vehicles with a focus on advancing the state of rocket
technology. This was the first time in history such a feat had been achieved by an orbital rocket and is a
significant step towards rocket reusability lowering the costs of access to space. The inaugural mission carried
a Tesla Roadster belonging to Musk as a dummy payload. Each Merlin 1D engine can vertically lift the weight
of 40 average family cars. In combination, the 9 Merlin engines in the Falcon 9 first stage produce anywhere
from 5. An asteroid or a super volcano could destroy us, and we face risks the dinosaurs never saw:
Humankind evolved over millions of years, but in the last sixty years atomic weaponry created the potential to
extinguish ourselves. Sooner or later, we must expand life beyond this green and blue ballâ€”or go extinct.
Earth-orbit, Lunar-orbit , interplanetary missions, and even intercontinental passenger transport on Earth, and
totally replace the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy and Dragon vehicles in the s. Significant development on the
vehicles began in , while the new rocket engine development began in Tesla Motors first built an electric
sports car, the Tesla Roadster in , with sales of about 2, vehicles to 31 countries. Musk was able to bring in
both companies as long-term investors in Tesla. The money was used to build a factory and infrastructure for
solar panel maker SolarCity , which Tesla acquired. As of March , the plant employed "just a few hundred
workers and its future remains uncertain. Securities and Exchange Commission for a tweet claiming that
funding had been secured for taking Tesla private. The lawsuit characterized the tweet as false, misleading,
and damaging to investors, and sought to bar Musk from serving as CEO on publicly traded companies.
SolarCity Musk provided the initial concept and financial capital for SolarCity , which was then co-founded in
by his cousins Lyndon and Peter Rive. Gigafactory 2 On June 17, , Musk committed to building a SolarCity
advanced production facility in Buffalo, New York, that would triple the size of the largest solar plant in the
United States. Musk stated the plant will be "one of the single largest solar panel production plants in the
world," and it will be followed by one or more even bigger facilities in subsequent years. Construction on the
factory started in and was completed in Hyperloop and Hyperloop pod competition On August 12, , Musk
unveiled a concept for a high-speed transportation system incorporating reduced-pressure tubes in which
pressurized capsules ride on an air cushion driven by linear induction motors and air compressors. The alpha
design was proposed to use a partial vacuum to reduce aerodynamic drag , which it is theorized would allow
for high-speed travel with relatively low power, with certain other features like air-bearing skis and an inlet
compressor to reduce freestream flow. The track was used in January , and Musk also started building a
tunnel. It was on May 12, , at OpenAI aims to develop artificial general intelligence in a way that is safe and
beneficial to humanity. Neuralink In , Musk co-founded Neuralink, a neurotechnology startup company to
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integrate the human brain with artificial intelligence. The company is centered on creating devices that can be
implanted in the human brain, with the eventual purpose of helping human beings merge with software and
keep pace with advancements in artificial intelligence. These enhancements could improve memory or allow
more direct interfacing with computing devices. Plan to start digging in a month or so. As of January 26, ,
discussions with regulatory bodies had begun. Musk, responding to requests for help from Twitter users, []
contacted James Yenbamroong , CEO of Thailand-based satellite company mu Space Corp , to get him
connected with the Thai government. The pods were designed, fabricated, and tested in one day before being
flown to Thailand. Musk reasserted on Twitter that the device would have worked and referred to the diver as
"pedo guy" without offering any evidence to support the claim, causing backlash against Musk. He was
offered free legal services. As for this alleged threat of a lawsuit, which magically appeared when I raised the
issue I fucking hope he sues me. Musk also stated that he thinks "it would be a mistake to say the United
States is perfect, it certainly is not. There have been many foolish things the United States has done and bad
things the United States has done. Regarding his cooperation with Trump, Musk has subsequently commented:
Musk further stated that political contributions are a requirement in order to have a voice in the United States
government.
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