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Chapter 1 : Preamble - IC - We the People
The Court rejected this, quoting the Preamble and declaring: "The government proceeds directly from the people; is
'ordained and established,' in the name of the people." Second, the Constitution exists to create effective governance for
the nation.

Drafting The Preamble was placed in the Constitution during the last days of the Constitutional Convention by
the Committee on Style, which wrote its final draft, with Gouverneur Morris leading the effort. It was not
proposed or discussed on the floor of the convention beforehand. The initial wording of the preamble did not
refer to the people of the United States, rather, it referred to people of the various states, which was the norm.
In earlier documents, including the Treaty of Alliance with France, the Articles of Confederation , and the
Treaty of Paris recognizing American independence, the word "people" was not used, and the phrase the
United States was followed immediately by a listing of the states, from north to south. Balanced against these
techniques are those that focus more attention on broader efforts to discern the meaning of the document from
more than just the wording; [9] the Preamble is also useful for these efforts to identify the "spirit" of the
Constitution. Additionally, when interpreting a legal document, courts are usually interested in understanding
the document as its authors did and their motivations for creating it; [10] as a result, the courts have cited the
Preamble for evidence of the history, intent and meaning of the Constitution as it was understood by the
Founders. City of Grand Rapids. The City of Grand Rapids wanted to use eminent domain to force landowners
to sell property in the city identified as "blighted", and convey the property to owners that would develop it in
ostensibly beneficial ways: This area of substantive constitutional law is governed by the Fifth Amendment ,
which is understood to require that property acquired via eminent domain must be put to a "public use". Surely
this is in accord with an objective of the United States Constitution: In that case, the defendants were a car
manufacturer and dealership indicted for a criminal violation of the National Industrial Recovery Act. The
Congress passed the statute in order to cope with the Great Depression , and one of its provisions purported to
give to the President authority to fix "the prices at which new cars may be sold". Substantively, the case was
about whether the transaction in question constituted "interstate commerce" that Congress could regulate
pursuant to the Commerce Clause. In contemporary international law , the world consists of sovereign states
or "sovereign nations" in modern equivalent. A state is said to be "sovereign," if any of its ruling inhabitants
are the supreme authority over it; the concept is distinct from mere land-title or "ownership. Constitution,
which is the supreme law of both the United States as a nation and each state; [42] in the event of a conflict, a
valid federal law controls. Constitution is superior to that of the States. After being sent to prison in the State
of Washington, he filed a writ of habeas corpus with the local federal court, claiming he had been
unconstitutionally put on trial without a jury. Riggs , U. Bidwell , U. However, in Downes v. This was not the
only constitutional clause held not to apply in Puerto Rico: Hernandez y Morales , U. To form a more perfect
Union The phrase "to form a more perfect Union" has been construed as referring to the shift to the
Constitution from the Articles of Confederation. For example, shortly after the Civil War and the ratification
of the Fourteenth Amendment, the Supreme Court said that the "Union" was made "more perfect" by the
creation of a federal government with enough power to act directly upon citizens, rather than a government
with narrowly limited power that could act on citizens only indirectly through the states, e. If the men and
women of the past, with all their flaws and limitations and ambitions and appetites, could press on through
ignorance and superstition, racism and sexism, selfishness and greed, to create a freer, stronger nation, then
perhaps we, too, can right wrongs and take another step toward that most enchanting and elusive destinations:
Retrieved both web pages on April 17, Retrieved July 13, European Constitutional Law , p. Massachusetts ,
U. It cannot confer any power per se. It can never amount, by implication, to an enlargement of any power
expressly given. It can never be the legitimate source of any implied power, when otherwise withdrawn from
the constitution. Its true office is to expound the nature and extent and application of the powers actually
conferred by the constitution, and not substantively to create them. This is a universal rule of construction
applied alike to statutes, wills, contracts, and constitutions. If the general purpose of the instrument is
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ascertained, the language of its provisions must be construed with reference to that purpose and so as to
subserve it. In no other way can the intent of the framers of the instrument be discovered. And there are more
urgent reasons for looking to the ultimate purpose in examining the powers conferred by a constitution than
there are in construing a statute, a will, or a contract. We do not expect to find in a constitution minute details.
It is necessarily brief and comprehensive. It prescribes outlines, leaving the filling up to be deduced from the
outlines. Mahon , U. Coastal Council , U. XVI , as recognized in Brushaber v. Blacker , U. Tennessee , U.
Noscitur a sociis is a rule of construction applicable to all written instruments. Where any particular word is
obscure or of doubtful meaning, taken by itself, its obscurity or doubt may be removed by reference to
associated words. And the meaning of a term may be enlarged or restrained by reference to the object of the
whole clause in which it is used. Evatt , U. United States , U. This principle, in its application to the
Constitution of the United States, more than to almost any other writing, is a necessity, by reason of the
inherent inability to put into words all derivative powers. Keokuk , 95 U. Illinois , U. Fabe , U. Miller , U.
Cotton , U. Sanges , U. Alabama , U. Wood , U. Fenno , 75 U. Where there was obviously a matter of doubt,
we have yielded assent to the construction placed by those having actual charge of the execution of the statute,
but where there was no doubt we have steadfastly declined to recognize any force in practical construction.
Thus, before any appeal can be made to practical construction, it must appear that the true meaning is
doubtful. Madison , 5 U. Peniston , 85 U. Its limitations and its implied prohibitions must not be extended so
far as to destroy the necessary powers of the States, or prevent their efficient exercise. Cole , U. A close and
literal construction deprives them of half their efficacy, and leads to gradual depreciation of the right, as if it
consisted more in sound than in substance. It is the duty of courts to be watchful for the constitutional rights of
the citizen, and against any stealthy encroachments thereon.
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The Preamble to the United States Constitution is a brief introductory statement of the Constitution's fundamental
purposes and guiding principles. It states in general terms, and courts have referred to it as reliable evidence of the
Founding Fathers' intentions regarding the Constitution's meaning and what they hoped the Constitution would achieve.

State Budgeting, Planning and Appropriations Processes. Standards for establishing congressional district
boundaries. Standards for establishing legislative district boundaries. The senate shall designate a Secretary to
serve at its pleasure, and the house of representatives shall designate a Clerk to serve at its pleasure. The
legislature shall appoint an auditor to serve at its pleasure who shall audit public records and perform related
duties as prescribed by law or concurrent resolution. Sessions of the legislature. On the fourteenth day
following each general election the legislature shall convene for the exclusive purpose of organization and
selection of officers. A regular session of the legislature shall convene on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in March of each odd-numbered year, and on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in March, or
such other date as may be fixed by law, of each even-numbered year. A regular session of the legislature shall
not exceed sixty consecutive days, and a special session shall not exceed twenty consecutive days, unless
extended beyond such limit by a three-fifths vote of each house. During such an extension no new business
may be taken up in either house without the consent of two-thirds of its membership. Neither house shall
adjourn for more than seventy-two consecutive hours except pursuant to concurrent resolution. Each house
shall determine its rules of procedure. In any legislative committee or subcommittee, the vote of each member
voting on the final passage of any legislation pending before the committee, and upon the request of any two
members of the committee or subcommittee, the vote of each member on any other question, shall be
recorded. The rules of procedure of each house shall further provide that all prearranged gatherings, between
more than two members of the legislature, or between the governor, the president of the senate, or the speaker
of the house of representatives, the purpose of which is to agree upon formal legislative action that will be
taken at a subsequent time, or at which formal legislative action is taken, regarding pending legislation or
amendments, shall be reasonably open to the public. All open meetings shall be subject to order and decorum.
This section shall be implemented and defined by the rules of each house, and such rules shall control
admission to the floor of each legislative chamber and may, where reasonably necessary for security purposes
or to protect a witness appearing before a committee, provide for the closure of committee meetings. Each
house shall be the sole judge for the interpretation, implementation, and enforcement of this section. Such
powers, except the power to punish, may be conferred by law upon committees when the legislature is not in
session. Punishment of contempt of an interim legislative committee shall be by judicial proceedings as
prescribed by law. No law shall be revised or amended by reference to its title only. Laws to revise or amend
shall set out in full the revised or amended act, section, subsection or paragraph of a subsection. The enacting
clause of every law shall read: It shall be read in each house on three separate days, unless this rule is waived
by two-thirds vote; provided the publication of its title in the journal of a house shall satisfy the requirement
for the first reading in that house. On each reading, it shall be read by title only, unless one-third of the
members present desire it read in full. On final passage, the vote of each member voting shall be entered on
the journal. Passage of a bill shall require a majority vote in each house. Each bill and joint resolution passed
in both houses shall be signed by the presiding officers of the respective houses and by the secretary of the
senate and the clerk of the house of representatives during the session or as soon as practicable after its
adjournment sine die. Executive approval and veto. If during that period or on the seventh day the legislature
adjourns sine die or takes a recess of more than thirty days, the governor shall have fifteen consecutive days
from the date of presentation to act on the bill. In all cases except general appropriation bills, the veto shall
extend to the entire bill. The governor may veto any specific appropriation in a general appropriation bill, but
may not veto any qualification or restriction without also vetoing the appropriation to which it relates. If that
house is not in session, the governor shall file them with the custodian of state records, who shall lay them
before that house at its next regular or special session, whichever occurs first, and they shall be entered on its
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journal. If the originating house votes to re-enact a vetoed measure, whether in a regular or special session,
and the other house does not consider or fails to re-enact the vetoed measure, no further consideration by
either house at any subsequent session may be taken. If a vetoed measure is presented at a special session and
the originating house does not consider it, the measure will be available for consideration at any intervening
special session and until the end of the next regular session. Effective date of laws. If the law is passed over
the veto of the governor it shall take effect on the sixtieth day after adjournment sine die of the session in
which the veto is overridden, on a later date fixed in the law, or on a date fixed by resolution passed by both
houses of the legislature. Such notice shall not be necessary when the law, except the provision for
referendum, is conditioned to become effective only upon approval by vote of the electors of the area affected.
Such law may be amended or repealed by like vote. Pertaining to protection of public employee retirement
benefits. Pertaining to state-administered or supported retirement systems. Pertaining to compensation of
designated county officials. Pertaining to independent special districts. Pertaining to the creation of
independent special districts having the powers enumerated in two or more of the paragraphs of s. Pertaining
to the maximum rate of interest on bonds. Pertaining to the grant of authority, power, rights, or privileges to a
water control district formed pursuant to ch. Pertaining to allocation of millage for water management
purposes. Pertaining to taxation for school purposes and the Florida Education Finance Program. Terms and
qualifications of legislators. Senators shall be elected for terms of four years, those from odd-numbered
districts in the years the numbers of which are multiples of four and those from even-numbered districts in
even-numbered years the numbers of which are not multiples of four; except, at the election next following a
reapportionment, some senators shall be elected for terms of two years when necessary to maintain staggered
terms. Members of the house of representatives shall be elected for terms of two years in each even-numbered
year. Each legislator shall be at least twenty-one years of age, an elector and resident of the district from which
elected and shall have resided in the state for a period of two years prior to election. Members of the
legislature shall take office upon election. Vacancies in legislative office shall be filled only by election as
provided by law. The legislature at its regular session in the second year following each decennial census, by
joint resolution, shall apportion the state in accordance with the constitution of the state and of the United
States into not less than thirty nor more than forty consecutively numbered senatorial districts of either
contiguous, overlapping or identical territory, and into not less than eighty nor more than one hundred twenty
consecutively numbered representative districts of either contiguous, overlapping or identical territory. Should
that session adjourn without adopting such joint resolution, the governor by proclamation shall reconvene the
legislature within thirty days in special apportionment session which shall not exceed thirty consecutive days,
during which no other business shall be transacted, and it shall be the mandatory duty of the legislature to
adopt a joint resolution of apportionment. In the event a special apportionment session of the legislature
finally adjourns without adopting a joint resolution of apportionment, the attorney general shall, within five
days, petition the supreme court of the state to make such apportionment. No later than the sixtieth day after
the filing of such petition, the supreme court shall file with the custodian of state records an order making such
apportionment. Within fifteen days after the passage of the joint resolution of apportionment, the attorney
general shall petition the supreme court of the state for a declaratory judgment determining the validity of the
apportionment. The supreme court, in accordance with its rules, shall permit adversary interests to present
their views and, within thirty days from the filing of the petition, shall enter its judgment. A judgment of the
supreme court of the state determining the apportionment to be valid shall be binding upon all the citizens of
the state. Should the supreme court determine that the apportionment made by the legislature is invalid, the
governor by proclamation shall reconvene the legislature within five days thereafter in extraordinary
apportionment session which shall not exceed fifteen days, during which the legislature shall adopt a joint
resolution of apportionment conforming to the judgment of the supreme court. Within fifteen days after the
adjournment of an extraordinary apportionment session, the attorney general shall file a petition in the
supreme court of the state setting forth the apportionment resolution adopted by the legislature, or if none has
been adopted reporting that fact to the court. Consideration of the validity of a joint resolution of
apportionment shall be had as provided for in cases of such joint resolution adopted at a regular or special
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apportionment session. Should an extraordinary apportionment session fail to adopt a resolution of
apportionment or should the supreme court determine that the apportionment made is invalid, the court shall,
not later than sixty days after receiving the petition of the attorney general, file with the custodian of state
records an order making such apportionment. The house of representatives by two-thirds vote shall have the
power to impeach an officer. The speaker of the house of representatives shall have power at any time to
appoint a committee to investigate charges against any officer subject to impeachment. The chief justice of the
supreme court, or another justice designated by the chief justice, shall preside at the trial, except in a trial of
the chief justice, in which case the governor shall preside. The senate shall determine the time for the trial of
any impeachment and may sit for the trial whether the house of representatives be in session or not. The time
fixed for trial shall not be more than six months after the impeachment. During an impeachment trial senators
shall be upon their oath or affirmation. No officer shall be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of
the members of the senate present. Judgment of conviction in cases of impeachment shall remove the offender
from office and, in the discretion of the senate, may include disqualification to hold any office of honor, trust
or profit. Conviction or acquittal shall not affect the civil or criminal responsibility of the officer. XI, State
Constitution, for constitutional effective date. Identical language to s. III, State Constitution, was enacted in s.
Separate sections within the general appropriation bill shall be used for each major program area of the state
budget; major program areas shall include: Each major program area shall include an itemization of
expenditures for: This itemization threshold shall be adjusted by general law every four years to reflect the rate
of inflation or deflation as indicated in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers, U. The long-range
financial outlook must include major workload and revenue estimates. In order to implement this paragraph,
the joint legislative budget commission shall use current official consensus estimates and may request the
development of additional official estimates. All general appropriation bills shall be furnished to each member
of the legislature, each member of the cabinet, the governor, and the chief justice of the supreme court at least
seventy-two hours before final passage by either house of the legislature of the bill in the form that will be
presented to the governor. A final budget report shall be prepared as prescribed by general law. The final
budget report shall be produced no later than the th day after the beginning of the fiscal year, and copies of the
report shall be furnished to each member of the legislature, the head of each department and agency of the
state, the auditor general, and the chief justice of the supreme court. By law the legislature may set a shorter
time period for which any trust fund is authorized. The legislature shall provide criteria for withdrawing funds
from the budget stabilization fund in a separate bill for that purpose only and only for the purpose of covering
revenue shortfalls of the general revenue fund or for the purpose of providing funding for an emergency, as
defined by general law. General law shall provide for the restoration of this fund. The budget stabilization
fund shall be comprised of funds not otherwise obligated or committed for any purpose. General law shall
provide for a long-range state planning document. The governor shall recommend to the legislature biennially
any revisions to the long-range state planning document, as defined by law. General law shall require a
biennial review and revision of the long-range state planning document and shall require all departments and
agencies of state government to develop planning documents that identify statewide strategic goals and
objectives, consistent with the long-range state planning document. The long-range state planning document
and department and agency planning documents shall remain subject to review and revision by the legislature.
The long-range state planning document must include projections of future needs and resources of the state
which are consistent with the long-range financial outlook. The department and agency planning documents
shall include a prioritized listing of planned expenditures for review and possible reduction in the event of
revenue shortfalls, as defined by general law. No later than January of , and each fourth year thereafter, the
president of the senate, the speaker of the house of representatives, and the governor shall appoint a
government efficiency task force, the membership of which shall be established by general law. The task force
shall be composed of members of the legislature and representatives from the private and public sectors who
shall develop recommendations for improving governmental operations and reducing costs. Staff to assist the
task force in performing its duties shall be assigned by general law, and the task force may obtain assistance
from the private sector. The task force shall complete its work within one year and shall submit its
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recommendations to the joint legislative budget commission, the governor, and the chief justice of the
supreme court. There is created within the legislature the joint legislative budget commission composed of
equal numbers of senate members appointed by the president of the senate and house members appointed by
the speaker of the house of representatives.
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establishes the judicial branch to interpret and apply the laws, calls for one supreme court plus lower courts and
describes the powers of the courts. Article Four Establishes states' powers and limits, give "full faith and credit" to public
acts, records, and proceedings of every other state.

Congress first exercised this power in the Judiciary Act of This Act created a Supreme Court with six justices.
It also established the lower federal court system. The Justices Over the years, various Acts of Congress have
altered the number of seats on the Supreme Court, from a low of five to a high of Shortly after the Civil War,
the number of seats on the Court was fixed at nine. Like all federal judges, justices are appointed by the
President and are confirmed by the Senate. They, typically, hold office for life. The salaries of the justices
cannot be decreased during their term of office. These restrictions are meant to protect the independence of the
judiciary from the political branches of government. The Court has original jurisdiction a case is tried before
the Court over certain cases, e. Some examples include cases to which the United States is a party, cases
involving Treaties, and cases involving ships on the high seas and navigable waterways admiralty cases. Cases
When exercising its appellate jurisdiction, the Court, with a few exceptions, does not have to hear a case. The
Certiorari Act of gives the Court the discretion to decide whether or not to do so. In a petition for a writ of
certiorari, a party asks the Court to review its case. The Supreme Court agrees to hear about of the more than
7, cases that it is asked to review each year. Judicial Review The best-known power of the Supreme Court is
judicial review, or the ability of the Court to declare a Legislative or Executive act in violation of the
Constitution, is not found within the text of the Constitution itself. In this case, the Court had to decide
whether an Act of Congress or the Constitution was the supreme law of the land. A suit was brought under this
Act, but the Supreme Court noted that the Constitution did not permit the Court to have original jurisdiction in
this matter. In subsequent cases, the Court also established its authority to strike down state laws found to be
in violation of the Constitution. Before the passage of the Fourteenth Amendment , the provisions of the Bill
of Rights were only applicable to the federal government. Therefore, the Court has the final say over when a
right is protected by the Constitution or when a Constitutional right is violated. Role The Supreme Court plays
a very important role in our constitutional system of government. First, as the highest court in the land, it is the
court of last resort for those looking for justice. Second, due to its power of judicial review, it plays an
essential role in ensuring that each branch of government recognizes the limits of its own power. Third, it
protects civil rights and liberties by striking down laws that violate the Constitution. In essence, it serves to
ensure that the changing views of a majority do not undermine the fundamental values common to all
Americans, i. Impact The decisions of the Supreme Court have an important impact on society at large, not
just on lawyers and judges. The decisions of the Court have a profound impact on high school students. In
fact, several landmark cases decided by the Court have involved students, e.
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THE PREAMBLE: SOURCE OF THE CONSTITUTION. Every Constitution either written or unwritten all over the world
has a preamble associated with it. It generally sets the ideals and goals which the makers of the Constitution intend to
achieve through that Constitution.

Historic background[ edit ] The preamble is based on the Objectives which was drafted and moved in the
Constituent Assembly by Jawaharlal Nehru on 13 December Ambedkar said about the preamble: It was,
indeed, a way of life, which recognizes liberty, equality, and fraternity as the principles of life and which
cannot be divorced from each other: Liberty cannot be divorced from equality; equality cannot be divorced
from liberty. Nor can liberty and equality be divorced from fraternity. Without equality, liberty would produce
the supremacy of the few over the many. Equality without liberty would kill individual initiative. Without
fraternity, liberty and equality could not become a natural course of things. However, the same court, in the
Kesavananda case, overruled earlier decisions and recognised that the preamble may be used to interpret
ambiguous areas of the constitution where differing interpretations present themselves. As originally enacted
the preamble described the state as a " sovereign democratic republic ", to which the terms "Secular" and
"Socialist" were later added by the 42nd Amendment. The calligraphy was done by Prem Behari Narain
Raizada. Sovereignty [ edit ] Sovereignty means the independent authority of a State. It means that it has the
power to legislate on any subject; and that it is not subject to the control of any other State or external power.
Sovereignty denotes supreme and ultimate power. It may be real or normal, legal or political, individual or
pluralistic. In monarchies, sovereignty was vested in the person of monarchs. But in republican form of
governments, which mostly prevail in the contemporary world, sovereignty is shifted to the elected
representatives of the people. Sovereignty, in short, means the independent authority of a state. It has two
aspects- external and internal. External sovereignty or sovereignty in international law means the
independence of a state of the will of other states, in her conduct with other states in the committee of nations.
Sovereign in its relation between states and among states signifies independence. The external sovereignty of
India means that it can acquire foreign territory and also cede any part of the Indian territory, subject to
limitations if any imposed by the constitution. On the other hand, internal sovereignty refers to the relationship
between the states and the individuals within its territory. Internal sovereignty relates to internal and domestic
affairs, and is divided into four organs, namely, the executive, the legislature, the judiciary and the
administrative. Though India became a sovereign country on 26 January , having equal status with the other
members of the international community, she decided to remain in the Commonwealth of Nations. Her
membership of the Commonwealth of Nations and that of the United Nations Organization do not affect her
sovereignty to any extent. It is merely a voluntary association of India and it is open to India to cut off this
association at her will, and that it has no constitutional significance. Socialist [ edit ] Before the term was
added by the 42nd Amendment in , the Constitution had socialist content in the form of certain Directive
Principles of State Policy. The term socialist as used here refers to democratic socialism , i. Essentially, it
means that since wealth is generated socially wealth should be shared equally by society through distributive
justice, not concentrated in the hands of few, and that the government should regulate the ownership of land
and industry to reduce socio-economic inequalities. Secular [ edit ] Secular means that the relationship
between the government and religious groups are determined according to constitution and law. It separates
the power of the state and religion. By the 42nd Amendment in , the term "Secular" was also incorporated in
the Preamble. There is no difference of religion i. All the citizens of India are allowed to profess, practice and
propagate any religion. Explaining the meaning of secularism as adopted by India, Alexander Owics has
written, "Secularism is a part of the basic structure of the Indian Constitution and it means equal freedom and
respect for all religions. Every citizen of India 18 years of age and above and not otherwise debarred by law is
entitled to vote. Republic [ edit ] In a republican form of government, the head of state is elected and not a
hereditary monarch. Thus, this word denotes a government where no one holds public power as proprietary
right. As opposed to a monarchy, in which the head of state is appointed on a hereditary basis for life or at
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least until abdication, a democratic republic is an entity in which the head of state is elected, directly or
indirectly, for a fixed tenure. Thus, India has a President who is elected and has a fixed term of office. India
seeks to secure social, economic and political justice for its people. Social Justice means the absence of
socially privileged classes in the society and no discrimination against any citizen on grounds of caste, creed,
color, religion, gender or place of birth. India stands for eliminating all forms of exploitations from the
society. Economic Justice means no discrimination between man and woman on the basis of income, wealth
and economic status. It stands for equitable distribution of wealth, economic equality, the end of monopolistic
control over means of production and distribution, decentralisation of economic resources, and the securing of
adequate opportunities to all for earning their living. Political Justice means equal, free and fair opportunities
to the people for participation in the political process. It stands for the grant of equal political rights to all the
people without discrimination. The Constitution of India provides for a liberal democracy in which all the
people have the right and freedom to participate. Liberty [ edit ] The idea of Liberty refers to the freedom on
the activities of Indian nationals. This establishes that there are no unreasonable restrictions on Indian citizens
in term of what they think, their manner of expressions and the way they wish to follow up their thoughts in
action. However, liberty does not mean freedom to do anything, and it must be exercised within the
constitutional limits.
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1 Jacobson v. Massachusetts, U.S. 11 (). 2 E.g., the Court has read the preamble as bearing witness to the fact that the
Constitution emanated from the people and was not the act of sovereign and independent States.

The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second Year by the People of the
several States, and the Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most
numerous Branch of the State Legislature. Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the
several States which may be included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall be
determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of
Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. When vacancies happen in the
Representation from any State, the Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such
Vacancies. The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and shall have the sole
Power of Impeachment. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State,
chosen by the Legislature thereof, 3 for six Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote. Immediately after
they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into
three Classes. No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and been
nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for
which he shall be chosen. The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore , in the
Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Office of President of the United States. The
Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath
or Affirmation. Judgment in Cases of impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from Office, and
disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit under the United States: The Times,
Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by
the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Law make or alter such Regulations, except as to
the Places of chusing Senators. T he Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting
shall be on the first Monday in December, 5 unless they shall by Law appoint a different Day. Each House
shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Qualifications of its own Members, and a Majority of each
shall constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number may adjourn from day to day, and may be
authorized to compel the Attendance of absent Members, in such Manner, and under such Penalties as each
House may provide. Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the Consent of the other,
adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other Place than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting. The
Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and
paid out of the Treasury of the United States. No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which
he was elected, be appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the United States, which shall have
been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have been encreased during such time; and no Person holding
any Office under the United States, shall be a Member of either House during his Continuance in Office. All
Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the Senate may propose or
concur with Amendments as on other Bills. Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives
and the Senate, shall, before it become a Law, be presented to the President of the United States; If he approve
he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with his Objections to that House in which it shall have originated,
who shall enter the Objections at large on their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. But in all such Cases the
Votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and
against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by
the President within ten Days Sundays excepted after it shall have been presented to him, the Same shall be a
Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in
which Case it shall not be a Law. To borrow Money on the credit of the United States; 3: To regulate
Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the Indian Tribes; 4: To establish an
uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United
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States; 5: To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of the United States;
7: To establish Post Offices and post Roads; 8: To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by
securing for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings and
Discoveries; 9: To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court; To provide and maintain a Navy; To
make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces; To provide for calling forth the
Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions; To provide for
organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for governing such Part of them as may be employed in
the Service of the United States, reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the
Authority of training the Militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress; To exercise exclusive
Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District not exceeding ten Miles square as may, by Cession of
particular States, and the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United States,
and to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State in which
the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines , Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other needful
Buildings;â€”And To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, or
in any Department or Officer thereof. The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now
existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand
eight hundred and eight , but a Tax or duty may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for
each Person. No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed. No Capitation , or other direct, Tax
shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the Census or Enumeration herein before directed to be taken. No Tax or
Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State. No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of
Commerce or Revenue to the Ports of one State over those of another: No Money shall be drawn from the
Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropriation s made by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of the
Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall be published from time to time. No Title of Nobility shall
be granted by the United States: And no Person holding any Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall,
without the Consent of the Congress, accept of any present, Emolument , Office, or Title, of any kind
whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign State. No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any
Duty of Tonnage , keep Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or Compact with
another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger
as will not admit of delay. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and, together with the Vice
President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follows 2: Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the
Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and
Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress: The Electors shall meet in their respective
States, and vote by Ballot for two Persons, of whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State
with themselves. And they shall make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the Number of Votes for each;
which List they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of the Government of the United States,
directed to the President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the Presence of the Senate and
House of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall then be counted. The Person having
the greatest Number of Votes shall be the President, if such Number be a Majority of the whole Number of
Electors appointed; and if there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an equal Number of
Votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately chuse by Ballot one of them for President; and if
no Person have a Majority, then from the five highest on the List the said House shall in like Manner chuse the
President. But in chusing the President, the Votes shall be taken by States, the Representation from each State
having one Vote; A quorum for this Purpose shall consist of a Member or Members from two thirds of the
States, and a Majority of all the States shall be necessary to a Choice. But if there should remain two or more
who have equal Votes, the Senate shall chuse from them by Ballot the Vice President. The Congress may
determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the Day on which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall
be the same throughout the United States. In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his
Death, Resignation, or Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, 9 the Same shall
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devolve on the VicePresident, and the Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Removal, Death,
Resignation or Inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring what Officer shall then act as
President, and such Officer shall act accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a President shall be
elected. The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation, which shall neither be
encreased nor diminished during the Period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive
within that Period any other Emolument from the United States, or any of them. Before he enter on the
Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or Affirmation: The President shall be Commander in
Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the several States, when called into the
actual Service of the United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each of
the executive Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall
have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offences against the United States, except in Cases of
Impeachment. He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties,
provided two thirds of the Senators present concur ; and he shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and
Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme
Court, and all other Officers of the United States, whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for,
and which shall be established by Law: The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may
happen during the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire at the End of their next
Session. Section 3 He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the Union, and
recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on
extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between them,
with Respect to the Time of Adjournment , he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; he
shall receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed,
and shall Commission all the Officers of the United States. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior
Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour , and shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services, a
Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their Continuance in Office. The judicial Power shall
extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and
Treaties made, or which shall be made, under their Authority;â€”to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other
public Ministers and Consuls;â€”to all Cases of admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction ;â€”to Controversies to
which the United States shall be a Party;â€”to Controversies between two or more States;â€”between a State
and Citizens of another State; 10 â€”between Citizens of different States, â€”between Citizens of the same
State claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign
States, Citizens or Subjects. In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, and those
in which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall have original Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before
mentioned, the supreme Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction , both as to Law and Fact, with such
Exceptions, and under such Regulations as the Congress shall make. The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases
of Impeachment , shall be by Jury; and such Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crimes shall have
been committed; but when not committed within any State, the Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the
Congress may by Law have directed. Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying War
against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No Person shall be convicted of
Treason unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court.
And the Congress may by general Laws prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, Records and Proceedings
shall be proved, and the Effect thereof. A Person charged in any State with Treason , Felony, or other Crime,
who shall flee from Justice, and be found in another State, shall on Demand of the executive Authority of the
State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the Crime. No
Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in
Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be discharged from such Service or Labour, but shall be
delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service or Labour may be due. New States may be admitted
by the Congress into this Union; but no new State shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any
other State; nor any State be formed by the Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States, without the
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Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of the Congress. The Congress shall have Power
to dispose of and make all needful Rules and Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property belonging
to the United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the
United States, or of any particular State. Section 4 The United States shall guarantee to every State in this
Union a Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them against Invasion; and on Application
of the Legislature, or of the Executive when the Legislature cannot be convened against domestic Violence.
All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid
against the United States under this Constitution, as under the Confederation. This Constitution, and the Laws
of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made,
under the Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State
shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding.
The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the several State Legislatures, and
all executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath
or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to
any Office or public Trust under the United States. The Word "the", being interlined between the seventh and
eight Lines of the first Page, The Word "Thirty" being partly written on an Erazure in the fifteenth Line of the
first Page.
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Chapter 6 : CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT
preamble These rules are adopted by the Supreme Court of New Hampshire pursuant to the authority established in
Part II, Article A of the New Hampshire Constitution.

It cannot exert any power to secure the declared objects of the Constitution unless, apart from the Preamble,
such power be found in, or can properly be implied from, some express delegation in the instrument. While
the spirit of the Constitution is to be respected not less than its letter, the spirit is to be collected chiefly from
its words. While the exclusion of evidence in the state court in a case involving the constitutionality of a state
statute may not strictly present a Federal question, this court may consider the rejection of such evidence upon
the ground of incompetency or immateriality under the statute as showing its scope and meaning in the
opinion of the state court. The police power of a State embraces such reasonable regulations relating to matters
completely within its territory, and not affecting the people of other States, established directly by legislative
enactment, as will protect the public health and safety. While a local regulation, even if based on the
acknowledged police power of a State, must always yield in case of conflict with the exercise by the General
Government of any power it possesses under the Constitution, the mode or manner of exercising its police
power is wholly within the discretion of the State so long as the Constitution of the United States is not
contravened, or any right granted or secured thereby is not infringed, or not exercised in such an arbitrary and
oppressive manner as to justify the interference of the courts to prevent wrong and oppression. The liberty
secured by the Constitution of the United States does not import an absolute right in each person to be at all
times, and in all circumstances, wholly freed from restraint, nor is it an element in such liberty that one person,
or a minority of persons residing in any community and enjoying the benefits of its local government, should
have power to dominate the majority when supported in their action by the authority of the State. It is within
the police power of a State to enact a compulsory vaccination law, and it is for the legislature, and not for the
courts, to determine Page U. There being obvious reasons for such exception, the fact that children, under
certain circumstances, are excepted from the operation of the law does not deny the equal protection of the
laws to adults if the statute is applicable equally to all adults in like condition. The highest court of
Massachusetts not having held that the compulsory vaccination law of that State establishes the absolute rule
that an adult must be vaccinated even if he is not a fit subject at the time or that vaccination would seriously
injure his health or cause his death, this court holds that, as to an adult residing in the community, and a fit
subject of vaccination, the statute is not invalid as in derogation of any of the rights of such person under the
Fourteenth Amendment. This case involves the validity, under the Constitution of the United States, of certain
provisions in the statutes of Massachusetts relating to vaccination. The Revised Laws of that Commonwealth,
c. Whoever, being over twenty-one years of age and not under guardianship, refuses or neglects to comply
with such requirement shall forfeit five dollars. Proceeding under the above statutes, the Board of Health of
the city of Cambridge, Massachusetts, on the twenty-seventh day of February, , adopted the following
regulation: The above regulations being in force, the plaintiff in error, Jacobson, was proceeded against by a
criminal complaint in one of the inferior courts of Massachusetts. The complaint charged that, on the
seventeenth day of July, , the Board of Health of Cambridge, being of the opinion that it was necessary for the
public health and safety, required the vaccination and revaccination of all the inhabitants thereof who had not
been successfully vaccinated since the first day of March, , and provided them with the means of free
vaccination, and that the defendant, being over twenty-one years of age and not under guardianship, refused
and neglected to comply with such requirement. The defendant, having been arraigned, pleaded not guilty. The
government put in evidence the above regulations adopted by the Board of Health, and made proof tending to
show that its chairman informed the defendant that, by refusing to be vaccinated, he would incur the penalty
provided by the statute, and would be prosecuted therefor; that he offered to vaccinate the defendant without
expense to him, and that the offer was declined, and defendant refused to be vaccinated. The prosecution
having introduced no other evidence, the defendant made numerous offers of proof. But the trial court ruled
that each and all of the facts offered to be proved by the defendant were immaterial, and excluded all proof of
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them. The defendant, standing upon his offers of proof and introducing no evidence, asked numerous
instructions to the jury, among which were the following: That section of chapter 75 of the Revised Laws of
Massachusetts was in derogation of the rights secured to the defendant by the Preamble to the Constitution of
the United Page U. The defendant requested the court, but the court refused, to instruct the jury to return a
verdict of not guilty. And the court instructed the jury, in substance, that, if they believed the evidence
introduced by the Commonwealth and were satisfied beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant was guilty
of the offense charged in the complaint, they would be warranted in finding a verdict of guilty. A verdict of
guilty was thereupon returned. The case was then continued for the opinion of the Supreme Judicial Court of
Massachusetts. And the court ordered that he stand committed until the fine was paid. Although that Preamble
indicates the general purposes for which the people ordained and established the Constitution, it has never
been regarded as the source of any substantive power conferred on the Government of the United States or on
any of its Departments. Such powers embrace only those expressly granted in the body of the Constitution and
such as may be implied from those so granted. Although, therefore, one of the declared objects of the
Constitution was to secure the blessings of liberty to all under the sovereign jurisdiction and authority of the
United States, no power can be exerted to that end by the United States unless, apart from the Preamble, it be
found in some express delegation of power or in some power to be properly implied therefrom. We also pass
without discussion the suggestion that the above section of the statute is opposed to the spirit of the
Constitution. Undoubtedly, as observed by Chief Justice Marshall, speaking for the court in Sturges v. What,
according to the judgment of the state court, is the scope and effect of the statute? What results were intended
to be accomplished by it? These questions must be answered. The Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts
said in the present case: The ninth of the propositions which he offered to prove, as to what vaccination
consists of, is nothing more than a fact of common knowledge, upon which the statute is founded, and proof of
it was unnecessary and immaterial. The thirteenth and fourteenth involved matters depending upon his
personal opinion, which could not be taken as correct, or given effect, merely because he made it a ground of
refusal to comply with the requirement. Moreover, his views could not affect the validity of the statute, nor
entitle him to be excepted from its provisions. Connelly, Massachusetts ; Commonwealth v. Has,
Massachusetts 40; Reynolds v. United States, 98 U. Downes, 13 Cox C. The other eleven propositions all
relate to alleged injurious or dangerous effects of vaccination. Each of them, in its nature, is such that it cannot
be stated as a truth, otherwise than as a matter of opinion. It would not have been competent to introduce the
medical history of individual cases. Assuming that medical experts could have been found who would have
testified in support of these propositions, and that it had become the duty of the judge, in accordance with the
law as stated in Commonwealth v. Anthes, 5 Gray , to instruct the jury as to whether or not the statute is
constitutional, he would have been obliged to consider the evidence in connection with facts of common
knowledge, which the court will always regard in passing upon the constitutionality of a statute. He would
have considered this testimony of experts in connection with the facts, that for nearly a century, most of the
members of the medical profession Page U. If the defendant had been permitted to introduce such expert
testimony as he had in support of these several propositions, it could not have changed the result. It would not
have justified the court in holding that the legislature had transcended its power in enacting this statute on their
judgment of what the welfare of the people demands. Jacobson, Massachusetts Taking the above observations
of the state court as indicating the scope of the statute -- and such is our duty, Leffingwell v. Warren, 2 Black ,
67 U. Lake Shore Railway Co. Is the statute, so construed, therefore, inconsistent with the liberty which the
Constitution of the United States secures to every person against deprivation by the State? The authority of the
State to enact this statute is to be Page U. Although this court has refrained from any attempt to define the
limits of that power, yet it has distinctly recognized the authority of a State to enact quarantine laws and
"health laws of every description;" indeed, all laws that relate to matters completely within its territory and
which do not, by their necessary operation, affect the people of other States. According to settled principles,
the police power of a State must be held to embrace, at least, such reasonable regulations established directly
by legislative enactment as will protect the public health and the public safety. It is equally true that the State
may invest local bodies called into existence for purposes of local administration with authority in some
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appropriate way to safeguard the public health and the public safety. The mode or manner in which those
results are to be accomplished is within the discretion of the State, subject, of course, so far as Federal power
is concerned, only to the condition that no rule prescribed by a State, nor any regulation adopted by a local
governmental agency acting under the sanction of state legislation, shall contravene the Constitution of the
United States or infringe any right granted or secured by that instrument. A local enactment or regulation, even
if based on the acknowledged police powers of a State, must always yield in case of conflict with the exercise
by the General Government of any power it possesses under the Constitution, or with any right which that
instrument gives or secures. We come, then, to inquire whether any right given or secured by the Constitution
is invaded by the statute as interpreted Page U. The defendant insists that his liberty is invaded when the State
subjects him to fine or imprisonment for neglecting or refusing to submit to vaccination; that a compulsory
vaccination law is unreasonable, arbitrary and oppressive, and, therefore, hostile to the inherent right of every
freeman to care for his own body and health in such way as to him seems best, and that the execution of such a
law against one who objects to vaccination, no matter for what reason, is nothing short of an assault upon his
person. But the liberty secured by the Constitution of the United States to every person within its jurisdiction
does not import an absolute right in each person to be, at all times and in all circumstances, wholly freed from
restraint. There are manifold restraints to which every person is necessarily subject for the common good. On
any other basis, organized society could not exist with safety to its members. Society based on the rule that
each one is a law unto himself would soon be confronted with disorder and anarchy. Real liberty for all could
not exist under the operation of a principle which recognizes the right of each individual person to use his
own, whether in respect of his person or his property, regardless of the injury that may be done to others. This
court has more than once recognized it as a fundamental principle that "persons and property are subjected to
all kinds of restraints and burdens, in order to secure the general comfort, health, and prosperity of the State, of
the perfect right of the legislature to do which no question ever was, or upon acknowledged general principles
ever can be, made so far as natural persons are concerned. Even liberty Page U. It is only freedom from
restraint under conditions essential to the equal enjoyment of the same right by others. It is then liberty
regulated by law. Applying these principles to the present case, it is to be observed that the legislature of
Massachusetts required the inhabitants of a city or town to be vaccinated only when, in the opinion of the
Board of Health, that was necessary for the public health or the public safety. The authority to determine for
all what ought to be done in such an emergency must have been lodged somewhere or in some body, and
surely it was appropriate for the legislature to refer that question, in the first instance, to a Board of Health,
composed of persons residing in the locality affected and appointed, presumably, because of their fitness to
determine such questions. To invest such a body with authority over such matters was not an unusual nor an
unreasonable or arbitrary requirement. Upon the principle of self-defense, of paramount necessity, a
community has the right to protect itself against an epidemic of disease which threatens the safety of its
members. It is to be observed that, when the regulation in question was adopted, smallpox, according to the
recitals in the regulation adopted by the Board of Health, was prevalent to some extent in the city of
Cambridge, and the disease was increasing. If such was Page U. Smallpox being prevalent and increasing at
Cambridge, the court would usurp the functions of another branch of government if it adjudged, as matter of
law, that the mode adopted under the sanction of the State, to protect the people at large was arbitrary and not
justified by the necessities of the case. We say necessities of the case because it might be that an
acknowledged power of a local community to protect itself against an epidemic threatening the safety of all,
might be exercised in particular circumstances and in reference to particular persons in such an arbitrary,
unreasonable manner, or might go so far beyond what was reasonably required for the safety of the public, as
to authorize or compel the courts to interfere for the protection of such persons. In Railroad Company v. But
as the laws there involved went beyond the necessity of the case and under the guise of exerting a police
power invaded the domain of Federal authority, and violated rights secured by the Constitution, this court
deemed it to be its duty to hold such laws invalid. If the mode adopted by the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts for the protection of its local communities against smallpox proved to be distressing,
inconvenient or objectionable to some -- if nothing more could be reasonably Page U. There is, of course, a
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sphere within which the individual may assert the supremacy of his own will and rightfully dispute the
authority of any human government, especially of any free government existing under a written constitution,
to interfere with the exercise of that will. But it is equally true that, in every well ordered society charged with
the duty of conserving the safety of its members the rights of the individual in respect of his liberty may at
times, under the pressure of great dangers, be subjected to such restraint, to be enforced by reasonable
regulations, as the safety of the general public may demand. An American citizen, arriving at an American
port on a vessel in which, during the voyage, there had been cases of yellow fever or Asiatic cholera, although
apparently free from disease himself, may yet, in some circumstances, be held in quarantine against his will on
board of such vessel or in a quarantine station until it be ascertained by inspection, conducted with due
diligence, that the danger of the spread of the disease among the community at large has disappeared. The
liberty secured by the Fourteenth Amendment, this court has said, consists, in part, in the right of a person "to
live and work where he will," Allgeyer v. It is said, however, that the statute, as interpreted by the state court,
although making an exception in favor of children certified by a registered physician to be unfit subjects for
vaccination, makes no exception in the case of adults in like condition. But this cannot be deemed a denial of
the equal protection of the laws to adults, for the statute is applicable equally to all in like condition, and there
are obviously reasons why regulations may be appropriate for adults which could not be safely applied to
persons of tender years. Those offers, in the main, seem to have had no purpose except to state the general
theory of those of the medical profession who attach little or no value to vaccination as a means of preventing
the spread of smallpox, or who think that vaccination causes other diseases of the body. What everybody
knows, the court must know, and therefore the state court judicially knew, as this court knows, that an
opposite theory accords with the common belief and is maintained by high medical authority. We must
assume that, when the statute in question was passed, the legislature of Massachusetts was not unaware of
these opposing theories, and was compelled, of necessity, to choose between them. It was not compelled to
commit a matter involving the public health and safety to the final decision of a court or jury. It is no part of
the function of a court or a jury to determine which one of two modes was likely to be the most effective for
the protection of the public against disease. That was for the legislative department to determine in the light of
all the information it had or could obtain. It could not properly abdicate its function to guard the public health
and safety. The state legislature proceeded upon the theory which recognized vaccination as at least an
effective, if not the best, known way in which to meet and suppress the Page U. Upon what sound principles
as to the relations existing between the different departments of government can the court review this action of
the legislature? If there is any such power in the judiciary to review legislative action in respect of a matter
affecting the general welfare, it can only be when that which the legislature has done comes within the rule
that, "if a statute purporting to have been enacted to protect the public health, the public morals, or the public
safety has no real or substantial relation to those objects, or is, beyond all question, a plain, palpable invasion
of rights secured by the fundamental law, it is the duty of the courts to so adjudge, and thereby give effect to
the Constitution.
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Chapter 7 : Preamble to the United States Constitution - Wikipedia
CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT Adopted by the Mississippi Supreme Court April 4, Table of Rules PREAMBLE
TERMINOLOGY CANON 1 - A Judge Shall Uphold the Integrity and Independence of the Judiciary.

The People of Connecticut acknowledging with gratitude, the good providence of God, in having permitted
them to enjoy a free government; do, in order more effectually to define, secure, and perpetuate the liberties,
rights and privileges which they have derived from their ancestors; hereby, after a careful consideration and
revision, ordain and establish the following constitution and form of civil government. All men when they
form a social compact, are equal in rights; and no man or set of men are entitled to exclusive public
emoluments or privileges from the community. All political power is inherent in the people, and all free
governments are founded on their authority, and instituted for their benefit; and they have at all times an
undeniable and indefeasible right to alter their form of government in such manner as they may think
expedient. The exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and worship, without discrimination, shall
forever be free to all persons in the state; provided, that the right hereby declared and established, shall not be
so construed as to excuse acts of licentiousness, or to justify practices inconsistent with the peace and safety of
the state. Every citizen may freely speak, write and publish his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible
for the abuse of that liberty. No law shall ever be passed to curtail or restrain the liberty of speech or of the
press. In all prosecutions or indictments for libels, the truth may be given in evidence, and the jury shall have
the right to determine the law and the facts, under the direction of the court. The people shall be secure in their
persons, houses, papers and possessions from unreasonable searches or seizures; and no warrant to search any
place, or to seize any person or things, shall issue without describing them as nearly as may be, nor without
probable cause supported by oath or affirmation. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall have a right to
be heard by himself and by counsel; to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted
by the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process to obtain witnesses in his behalf; to be released on
bail upon sufficient security, except in capital offenses, where the proof is evident or the presumption great;
and in all prosecutions by indictment or information, to a speedy, public trial by an impartial jury. No person
shall be compelled to give evidence against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty or property without due
process of law, nor shall excessive bail be required nor excessive fines imposed. No person shall be held to
answer for any crime, punishable by death or life imprisonment, unless on a presentment or an indictment of a
grand jury, except in the armed forces, or in the militia when in actual service in time of war or public danger.
No person shall be arrested, detained or punished, except in cases clearly warranted by law. All courts shall be
open, and every person, for an injury done to him in his person, property or reputation, shall have remedy by
due course of law, and right and justice administered without sale, denial or delay. The property of no person
shall be taken for public use, without just compensation therefor. The privileges of the writ of habeas corpus
shall not be suspended, unless, when in case of rebellion or invasion, the public safety may require it; nor in
any case, but by the legislature. No person shall be attainted of treason or felony, by the legislature. The
citizens have a right, in a peaceable manner, to assemble for their common good, and to apply to those
invested with the powers of government, for redress of grievances, or other proper purposes, by petition,
address or remonstrance. Every citizen has a right to bear arms in defense of himself and the state. The
military shall, in all cases, and at all times, be in strict subordination to the civil power. No soldier shall, in
time of peace, be quartered in any house, without the consent of the owner; nor in time of war, but in a manner
to be prescribed by law. No hereditary emoluments, privileges or honors, shall ever be granted, or conferred in
this state. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate. No person shall be denied the equal protection of the
law nor be subjected to segregation or discrimination in the exercise or enjoyment of his civil or political
rights because of religion, race, color, ancestry or national origin. V of Amendments to the Constitution of the
State of Connecticut. The powers of government shall be divided into three distinct departments, and each of
them confided to a separate magistracy, to wit, those which are legislative, to one; those which are executive,
to another; and those which are judicial, to another. The legislative power of the state shall be vested in two
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distinct houses or branches; the one to be styled the senate, the other the house of representatives, and both
together the general assembly. The style of their laws shall be: There shall be a regular session of the general
assembly to commence on the Wednesday following the first Monday of the January next succeeding the
election of its members, and at such other times as the general assembly shall judge necessary; but the person
administering the office of governor may, on special emergencies, convene the general assembly at any other
time. All regular and special sessions of the general assembly shall be held at Hartford, but the person
administering the office of governor may, in case of special emergency, convene the assembly at any other
place in the state. The general assembly shall adjourn each regular session not later than the first Wednesday
after the first Monday in June following its organization and shall adjourn each special session upon
completion of its business. If any bill passed by any regular or special session or any appropriation item
described in Section 16 of Article Fourth has been disapproved by the governor prior to its adjournment, and
has not been reconsidered by the assembly, or is so disapproved after such adjournment, the secretary of the
state shall reconvene the general assembly on the second Monday after the last day on which the governor is
authorized to transmit or has transmitted every bill to the secretary with his objections pursuant to Section 15
of Article Fourth of this constitution, whichever occurs first; provided if such Monday falls on a legal holiday
the general assembly shall be reconvened on the next following day. The reconvened session shall be for the
sole purpose of reconsidering and, if the assembly so desires, repassing such bills. The general assembly shall
adjourn sine die not later than three days following its reconvening. The senate shall consist of not less than
thirty and not more than fifty members, each of whom shall be an elector residing in the senatorial district
from which he is elected. Each senatorial district shall be contiguous as to territory and shall elect no more
than one senator. The house of representatives shall consist of not less than one hundred twenty-five and not
more than two hundred twenty-five members, each of whom shall be an elector residing in the assembly
district from which he is elected. Each assembly district shall be contiguous as to territory and shall elect no
more than one representative. For the purpose of forming assembly districts no town shall be divided except
for the purpose of forming assembly districts wholly within the town. The establishment of districts in the
general assembly shall be consistent with federal constitutional standards. The assembly and senatorial
districts as now established by law shall continue until the regular session of the general assembly next after
the completion of the next census of the United States. Such general assembly shall, upon roll call, by a yea
vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of each house, enact such plan of districting as is necessary to
preserve a proper apportionment of representation in accordance with the principles recited in this article.
Thereafter the general assembly shall decennially at its next regular session following the completion of the
census of the United States, upon roll call, by a yea vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of each
house, enact such plan of districting as is necessary in accordance with the provisions of this article. If the
general assembly fails to enact a plan of districting by the first day of the April next following the completion
of the decennial census of the United States, the governor shall forthwith appoint a commission consisting of
the eight members designated by the president pro tempore of the senate, the speaker of the house of
representatives, the minority leader of the senate and the minority leader of the house of representatives, each
of whom shall designate two members of the commission, provided that there are members of no more than
two political parties in either the senate or the house of representatives. In the event that there are members of
more than two political parties in a house of the general assembly, all members of that house belonging to the
parties other than that of the president pro tempore of the senate or the speaker of the house of representatives,
as the case may be, shall select one of their number, who shall designate two members of the commission in
lieu of the designation by the minority leader of that house. The commission shall proceed to consider the
alteration of districts in accordance with the principles recited in this article and it shall submit a plan of
districting to the secretary of the state by the first day of the July next succeeding the appointment of its
members. No plan shall be submitted to the secretary unless it is certified by at least six members of the
commission. Upon receiving such plan the secretary shall publish the same forthwith, and, upon publication,
such plan of districting shall have the full force of law. If by the first day of the July next succeeding the
appointment of its members the commission fails to submit a plan of districting, a board of three persons shall
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forthwith be empaneled. The speaker of the house of representatives and the minority leader of the house of
representatives shall each designate, as one member of the board, a judge of the superior court of the state,
provided that there are members of no more than two political parties in the house of representatives. In the
event that there are members of more than two political parties in the house of representatives, all members
belonging to the parties other than that of the speaker shall select one of their number, who shall then
designate, as one member of the board, a judge of the superior court of the state, in lieu of the designation by
the minority leader of the house of representatives. The two members of the board so designated shall select an
elector of the state as the third member. The board shall proceed to consider the alteration of districts in
accordance with the principles recited in this article and shall, by the first day of the October next succeeding
its selection, submit a plan of districting to the secretary. No plan shall be submitted to the secretary unless it
is certified by at least two members of the board. Upon receiving such plan, the secretary shall publish the
same forthwith, and, upon publication, such plan of districting shall have full force of law. The treasurer,
secretary of the state, and comptroller shall canvass publicly the votes for senators and representatives. The
person in each senatorial district having the greatest number of votes for senator shall be declared to be duly
elected for such district, and the person in each assembly district having the greatest number of votes for
representative shall be declared to be duly elected for such district. The general assembly shall provide by law
the manner in which an equal and the greatest number of votes for two or more persons so voted for for
senator or representative shall be resolved. The return of votes, and the result of the canvass, shall be
submitted to the house of representatives and to the senate on the first day of the session of the general
assembly. Each house shall be the final judge of the election returns and qualifications of its own members. A
general election for members of the general assembly shall be held on the Tuesday after the first Monday of
November, biennially, in the even-numbered years. The general assembly shall have power to enact laws
regulating and prescribing the order and manner of voting for such members, for filling vacancies in either the
house of representatives or the senate, and providing for the election of representatives or senators at some
time subsequent to the Tuesday after the first Monday of November in all cases when it shall so happen that
the electors in any district shall fail on that day to elect a representative or senator. At all elections for
members of the general assembly the presiding officers in the several towns shall receive the votes of the
electors, and count and declare them in open meeting. The presiding officers shall make and certify duplicate
lists of the persons voted for, and of the number of votes for each. One list shall be delivered within three days
to the town clerk, and within ten days after such meeting, the other shall be delivered under seal to the
secretary of the state. The members of the general assembly shall hold their offices from the Wednesday
following the first Monday of the January next succeeding their election until the Wednesday after the first
Monday of the third January next succeeding their election, and until their successors are duly qualified. No
member of the general assembly shall, during the term for which he is elected, hold or accept any appointive
position or office in the judicial or executive department of the state government, or in the courts of the
political subdivisions of the state, or in the government of any county. No member of congress, no person
holding any office under the authority of the United States and no person holding any office in the judicial or
executive department of the state government or in the government of any county shall be a member of the
general assembly during his continuance in such office. The house of representatives, when assembled, shall
choose a speaker, clerk and other officers. The senate shall choose a president pro tempore, clerk and other
officers, except the president. A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller
number may adjourn from day to day, and compel the attendance of absent members in such manner and
under such penalties as each house may prescribe. Each house shall determine the rules of its own
proceedings, and punish members for disorderly conduct, and, with the consent of two-thirds, expel a member,
but not a second time for the same cause; and shall have all other powers necessary for a branch of the
legislature of a free and independent state. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and publish the
same when required by one-fifth of its members, except such parts as in the judgment of a majority require
secrecy. The yeas and nays of the members of either house shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be
entered on the journals. The senators and representatives shall, in all cases of civil process, be privileged from
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arrest, during any session of the general assembly, and for four days before the commencement and after the
termination of any session thereof. And for any speech or debate in either house, they shall not be questioned
in any other place. The debates of each house shall be public, except on such occasions as in the opinion of the
house may require secrecy. The salary of the members of the general assembly and the transportation expenses
of its members in the performance of their legislative duties shall be determined by law. A general election for
governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary of the state, treasurer and comptroller shall be held on the Tuesday
after the first Monday of November, , and quadrennially thereafter. I of Amendments to the Constitution of the
State of Connecticut. Such officers shall hold their respective offices from the Wednesday following the first
Monday of the January next succeeding their election until the Wednesday following the first Monday of the
fifth January succeeding their election and until their successors are duly qualified. In the election of governor
and lieutenant-governor, voting for such offices shall be as a unit. The name of no candidate for either office,
nominated by a political party or by petition, shall appear on the voting machine ballot labels except in
conjunction with the name of the candidate for the other office. At the meetings of the electors in the
respective towns held quadrennially as herein provided for the election of state officers, the presiding officers
shall receive the votes and shall count and declare the same in the presence of the electors. The votes so
delivered shall be counted, canvassed and declared by the treasurer, secretary, and comptroller, within the
month of November. The vote for treasurer shall be counted, canvassed and declared by the secretary and
comptroller only; the vote for secretary shall be counted, canvassed and declared by the treasurer and
comptroller only; and the vote for comptroller shall be counted, canvassed and declared by the treasurer and
secretary only. A fair list of the persons and number of votes given for each, together with the returns of the
presiding officers, shall be, by the treasurer, secretary and comptroller, made and laid before the general
assembly, then next to be held, on the first day of the session thereof. In the election of governor,
lieutenant-governor, secretary, treasurer, comptroller and attorney general, the person found upon the count by
the treasurer, secretary and comptroller in the manner herein provided, to be made and announced before
December fifteenth of the year of the election, to have received the greatest number of votes for each of such
offices, respectively, shall be elected thereto; provided, if the election of any of them shall be contested as
provided by statute, and if such a contest shall proceed to final judgment, the person found by the court to
have received the greatest number of votes shall be elected. If two or more persons shall be found upon the
count of the treasurer, secretary and comptroller to have received an equal and the greatest number of votes for
any of said offices, and the election is not contested, the general assembly on the second day of its session
shall hold a joint convention of both houses, at which, without debate, a ballot shall be taken to choose such
officer from those persons who received such a vote; and the balloting shall continue on that or subsequent
days until one of such persons is chosen by a majority vote of those present and voting. The general assembly
shall have power to enact laws regulating and prescribing the order and manner of voting for such officers.
The general assembly shall by law prescribe the manner in which all questions concerning the election of a
governor or lieutenant-governor shall be determined. The supreme executive power of the state shall be vested
in the governor. No person who is not an elector of the state, and who has not arrived at the age of thirty years,
shall be eligible. The lieutenant-governor shall possess the same qualifications as are herein prescribed for the
governor. The compensations of the governor and lieutenant-governor shall be established by law, and shall
not be varied so as to take effect until after an election, which shall next succeed the passage of the law
establishing such compensations. The governor shall be captain general of the militia of the state, except when
called into the service of the United States. He may require information in writing from the officers in the
executive department, on any subject relating to the duties of their respective offices. The governor, in case of
a disagreement between the two houses of the general assembly, respecting the time of adjournment, may
adjourn them to such time as he shall think proper, not beyond the day of the next stated session. He shall,
from time to time, give to the general assembly, information of the state of the government, and recommend to
their consideration such measures as he shall deem expedient. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully
executed.
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Chapter 8 : The Court and Constitutional Interpretation - Supreme Court of the United States
The preamble to the Constitution of India is a brief introductory statement that sets out guiding people and principles of
the document, and it indicates the source from which the ordinary document derives its authority, meaning, the people.

The Court and Constitutional Interpretation "The republic endures and this is the symbol of its faith. The Court
is the highest tribunal in the Nation for all cases and controversies arising under the Constitution or the laws of
the United States. As the final arbiter of the law, the Court is charged with ensuring the American people the
promise of equal justice under law and, thereby, also functions as guardian and interpreter of the Constitution.
Few other courts in the world have the same authority of constitutional interpretation and none have exercised
it for as long or with as much influence. A century and a half ago, the French political observer Alexis de
Tocqueville noted the unique position of the Supreme Court in the history of nations and of jurisprudence. A
more imposing judicial power was never constituted by any people. The United States has demonstrated an
unprecedented determination to preserve and protect its written Constitution, thereby providing the American
"experiment in democracy" with the oldest written Constitution still in force. The Constitution of the United
States is a carefully balanced document. To assure these ends, the Framers of the Constitution created three
independent and coequal branches of government. That this Constitution has provided continuous democratic
government through the periodic stresses of more than two centuries illustrates the genius of the American
system of government. This power of "judicial review" has given the Court a crucial responsibility in assuring
individual rights, as well as in maintaining a "living Constitution" whose broad provisions are continually
applied to complicated new situations. While the function of judicial review is not explicitly provided in the
Constitution, it had been anticipated before the adoption of that document. Prior to , state courts had already
overturned legislative acts which conflicted with state constitutions. Moreover, many of the Founding Fathers
expected the Supreme Court to assume this role in regard to the Constitution; Alexander Hamilton and James
Madison, for example, had underlined the importance of judicial review in the Federalist Papers, which urged
adoption of the Constitution. Hamilton had written that through the practice of judicial review the Court
ensured that the will of the whole people, as expressed in their Constitution, would be supreme over the will of
a legislature, whose statutes might express only the temporary will of part of the people. And Madison had
written that constitutional interpretation must be left to the reasoned judgment of independent judges, rather
than to the tumult and conflict of the political process. If every constitutional question were to be decided by
public political bargaining, Madison argued, the Constitution would be reduced to a battleground of competing
factions, political passion and partisan spirit. That oath could not be fulfilled any other way. In retrospect, it is
evident that constitutional interpretation and application were made necessary by the very nature of the
Constitution. The Founding Fathers had wisely worded that document in rather general terms leaving it open
to future elaboration to meet changing conditions. Maryland, a constitution that attempted to detail every
aspect of its own application "would partake of the prolixity of a legal code, and could scarcely be embraced
by the human mind. Its nature, therefore, requires that only its great outlines should be marked, its important
objects designated, and the minor ingredients which compose those objects be deduced from the nature of the
objects themselves. The Court does not give advisory opinions; rather, its function is limited only to deciding
specific cases. The Supreme Court also has "original jurisdiction" in a very small number of cases arising out
of disputes between States or between a State and the Federal Government. When the Supreme Court rules on
a constitutional issue, that judgment is virtually final; its decisions can be altered only by the rarely used
procedure of constitutional amendment or by a new ruling of the Court. However, when the Court interprets a
statute, new legislative action can be taken. Chief Justice Marshall expressed the challenge which the Supreme
Court faces in maintaining free government by noting:
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Chapter 9 : Jacobson v. Massachusetts :: U.S. 11 () :: Justia US Supreme Court Center
Preamble: A Lawyer's Responsibilities. A lawyer is a representative of clients or a neutral third party, an officer of the
legal system and a public citizen having special responsibility for the quality of justice.

Preamble We, the sovereign Filipino people, imploring the aid of Almighty God, in order to build a just and
humane society and establish a Government that shall embody our ideals and aspirations, promote the
common good, conserve and develop our patrimony, and secure to ourselves and our posterity the blessings of
independence and democracy under the rule of law and a regime of truth, justice, freedom, love, equality, and
peace, do ordain and promulgate this Constitution. The waters around between, the connecting the islands of
the archipelago, regardless of their breadth and dimensions, from part of the internal waters of the Philippines.
The Philippines is a democratic and republican State. Sovereignty resides in the people and all government
authority emanates from them. The Philippines renounces war as an instrument of national policy, adopts the
generally accepted principles of international law as part of the law of the land and adheres to the policy of
peace, equality, justice, freedom, cooperation, and amity with all nations. Civilian authority is, at all times,
supreme over the military. The Armed Forces of the Philippines is the protector of the people and the State. Its
goal is to secure the sovereignty of the State and the integrity of the national territory. The prime duty of the
Government is to serve and protect the people. The Government may call upon the people to defend the State
and, in the fulfillment thereof, all citizens may be required, under conditions provided by law, to render
personal, military or civil service. The maintenance of peace and order, the protection of life, liberty, and
property, and promotion of the general welfare are essential for the enjoyment by all the people of the
blessings of democracy. The separation of Church and State shall be inviolable. State Policies Section 7. The
State shall pursue an independent foreign policy. In its relations with other states the paramount consideration
shall be national sovereignty, territorial integrity, national interest, and the right to self- determination. The
Philippines, consistent with the national interest, adopts and pursues a policy of freedom from nuclear
weapons in its territory. The State shall promote a just and dynamic social order that will ensure the prosperity
and independence of the nation and free the people from poverty through policies that provide adequate social
services, promote full employment, a rising standard of living,and an improved quality of life for all. The State
shall promote social justice in all phases of national development. The State values the dignity of every human
person and guarantees full respect for human rights. The State recognizes the sanctity of family life and shall
protect and strengthen the family as a basic autonomous social institution. It shall equally protect the life of
the mother and the life of the unborn from conception. The natural and primary right and duty of parents in the
rearing of the youth for civic efficiency and the development of moral character shall receive the support of
the Government. The State recognizes the vital role of the youth in nation-building and shall promote and
protect their physical, moral, spiritual, intellectual, and social well-being. It shall inculcate in the youth
patriotism and nationalism, and encourage their involvement in public and civic affairs. The State recognizes
the role of women in nation-building, and shall ensure the fundamental equality before the law of women and
men. The State shall protect and promote the right to health of the people and instill health consciousness
among them. The State shall protect and advance the right of the people to a balanced and healthful ecology in
accord with the rhythm and harmony of nature. The State shall give priority to education, science and
technology, arts, culture, and sports to foster patriotism and nationalism, accelerate social progress, and
promote total human liberation and development. The State affirms labor as a primary social economic force.
It shall protect the rights of workers and promote their welfare. The State shall develop a self-reliant and
independent national economy effectively controlled by Filipinos. The State recognizes the indispensable role
of the private sector, encourages private enterprise, and provides incentives to needed investments. The State
shall promote comprehensive rural development and agrarian reform. The State recognizes and promotes the
rights of indigenous cultural communities within the framework of national unity and development. The State
shall encourage non-governmental, community-based,or sectoral organizations that promote the welfare of the
nation. The State recognizes the vital role of communication and information in nation-building. The State
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shall ensure the autonomy of local governments. The State shall guarantee equal access to opportunities for
public service, and prohibit political dynasties as may be defined by law. The State shall maintain honesty and
integrity in the public service and take positive and effective measures against graft and corruption. Subject to
reasonable conditions prescribed by law, the State adopts and implements a policy of full public disclosure of
all its transactions involving public interest. No person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property without
due process of law, nor shall any person be denied the equal protection of the laws. The right of the people to
be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects against unreasonable searches and seizures of whatever
nature and for any purpose shall be inviolable, and no search warrant or warrant of arrest shall issue except
upon probable cause to be determined personally by the judge after examination under oath or affirmation of
the complainant and the witnesses he may produce, and particularly describing the place to be searched and
the persons or things to be seized. No law shall be passed abridging the freedom of speech, of expression, or of
the press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble and petition the government for redress of
grievances. No law shall be made respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof. The free exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and worship, without discrimination or
preference, shall forever be allowed. No religious test shall be required for the exercise of civil or political
rights. The liberty of abode and of changing the same within the limits prescribed by law shall not be impaired
except upon lawful order of the court. Neither shall the right to travel be impaired except in the interest of
national security, public safety, or public health, as may be provided by law. The right of the people to
information on matters of public concern shall be recognized. Access to official records, and to documents and
papers pertaining to official acts, transactions, or decisions, as well as to government research data used as
basis for policy development, shall be afforded the citizen, subject to such limitations as may be provided by
law. The right of the people, including those employed in the public and private sectors, to form unions,
associations, or societies for purposes not contrary to law shall not be abridged. Private property shall not be
taken for public use without just compensation. No law impairing the obligation of contracts shall be passed.
Free access to the courts and quasi-judicial bodies and adequate legal assistance shall not be denied to any
person by reason of poverty. If the person cannot afford the services of counsel, he must be provided with one.
These rights cannot be waived except in writing and in the presence of counsel. Secret detention places,
solitary, incommunicado, or other similar forms of detention are prohibited. All persons, except those charged
with offenses punishable by reclusion perpetua when evidence of guilt is strong, shall, before conviction, be
bailable by sufficient sureties, or be released on recognizance as may be provided by law. The right to bail
shall not be impaired even when the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus is suspended. Excessive bail shall
not be required. However, after arraignment, trial may proceed notwithstanding the absence of the accused
provided that he has been duly notified and his failure to appear is unjustifiable. The privilege of the writ of
habeas corpus shall not be suspended except in cases of invasion or rebellion when the public safety requires
it. All persons shall have the right to a speedy disposition of their cases before all judicial, quasi-judicial, or
administrative bodies. No person shall be compelled to be a witness against himself. Neither shall death
penalty be imposed, unless, for compelling reasons involving heinous crimes, the Congress hereafter provides
for it. Any death penalty already imposed shall be reduced to reclusion perpetua. No person shall be
imprisoned for debt or non-payment of a poll tax. No person shall be twice put in jeopardy of punishment for
the same offense. If an act is punished by a law and an ordinance, conviction or acquittal under either shall
constitute a bar to another prosecution for the same act. No ex post facto law or bill of attainder shall be
enacted. Article IV Citizenship Section 1. The following are citizens of the Philippines: Those who are
citizens of the Philippines at the time of the adoption of this Constitution; Those whose fathers or mothers are
citizens of the Philippines; Those born before January 17, , of Filipino mothers, who elect Philippine
citizenship upon reaching the age of majority; and Those who are naturalized in accordance with law.
Natural-born citizens are those who are citizens of the Philippines from birth without having to perform any
act to acquire or perfect their Philippine citizenship. Those who elect Philippine citizenship in accordance with
paragraph 3 , Section 1 hereof shall be deemed natural-born citizens. Philippine citizenship may be lost or
reacquired in the manner provided by law. Citizens of the Philippines who marry aliens shall retain their
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citizenship, unless by their act or omission they are deemed, under the law, to have renounced it. Dual
allegiance of citizens is inimical to the national interest and shall be dealt with by law. Article V Suffrage
Section 1. Suffrage may be exercised by all citizens of the Philippines not otherwise disqualified by law, who
are at least eighteen years of age, and who shall have resided in the Philippines for at least one year and in the
place wherein they propose to vote for at least six months immediately preceding the election. No literacy,
property, or other substantive requirement shall be imposed on the exercise of suffrage. The Congress shall
provide a system for securing the secrecy and sanctity of the ballot as well as a system for absentee voting by
qualified Filipinos abroad. The Congress shall also design a procedure for the disabled and the illiterates to
vote without the assistance of other persons. Until then, they shall be allowed to vote under existing laws and
such rules as the Commission on Elections may promulgate to protect the secrecy of the ballot. The legislative
power shall be vested in the Congress of the Philippines which shall consist of a Senate and a House of
Representatives, except to the extent reserved to the people by the provision on initiative and referendum. The
Senate shall be composed of twenty-four Senators who shall be elected at large by the qualified voters of the
Philippines, as may be provided by law. No person shall be a Senator unless he is a natural-born citizen of the
Philippines, and, on the day of the election, is at least thirty-five years of age, able to read and write, a
registered voter, and a resident of the Philippines for not less than two years immediately preceding the day of
the election. The term of office of the Senators shall be six years and shall commence, unless otherwise
provided by law, at noon on the thirtieth day of June next following their election. No Senator shall serve for
more than two consecutive terms. Voluntary renunciation of the office for any length of time shall not be
considered as an interruption in the continuity of his service for the full term of which he was elected. For
three consecutive terms after the ratification of this Constitution, one-half of the seats allocated to party-list
representatives shall be filled, as provided by law, by selection or election from the labor, peasant, urban poor,
indigenous cultural communities, women, youth, and such other sectors as may be provided by law,except the
religious sector. Each city with a population of at least two hundred fifty thousand, or each province, shall
have at least one representative. No person shall be a Member of the House of Representatives unless he is a
natural-born citizen of the Philippines and, on the day of the election, is at least twenty-five years of age, able
to read and write, and, except the party-list representatives, a registered voter in the district in which he shall
be elected, and a resident thereof for a period of not less than one year immediately preceding the day of the
election. The Members of the House of Representatives shall be elected for a term of three years which shall
begin, unless otherwise provided by law, at noon on the thirtieth day of June next following their election. No
Member of the House of Representatives shall serve for more than three consecutive terms. Voluntary
renunciation of the office for any length of time shall not be considered as an interruption in the continuity of
his service for the full term for which he was elected. Unless otherwise provided by law, the regular election
of the Senators and the Members of the House of Representatives shall be held on the second Monday of May.
In case of vacancy in the Senate or in the House of Representatives, a special election may be called to fill
such vacancy in the manner prescribed by law, but the Senator or Member of the House of Representatives
thus elected shall serve only for the unexpired term. The salaries of Senators and Members of the House of
Representatives shall be determined by law.
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