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What are the foundations of Government? These and many other questions are particularly relevant during an
election year and PBS LearningMedia wants to help you engage your students in the political process. The
Contenders covers sixteen stories from the past 50 years of presidential election history. The series shows how
previous elections are still influencing today in unexpected ways. Grades Take a Poll, Debate the Issue: What
restrictions should be placed on gun ownership? Find out where the presidential candidates stand on the issue
of gun control. Students take a poll before and after they debate the gun policy to see if their views change.
Environmental Policy Lesson Plan Where do the presidential candidates stand on environmental policy,
including climate change? Find out using tools from the Election Central website. In this lesson plan, students
will take a poll before and after they debate issues surrounding the environment to see if their views change.
They will also make predictions as to how the electors will vote in the presidential election. Voting laws
influence who can vote and when and how they cast their ballots. This interactive provides a state-by-state
analysis of voting laws as they pertain to early voting, felons, absentee voting, and voter ID requirements. It
compares the situation in , when many states began introducing more restrictive voter bills, to that in An
update with data and analysis from is coming soon. Grades Letters to the Next President 2. This toolkit
reviews frequently asked questions and classroom election applications to engage students in this experience.
Grades Voting and elections are an essential part of the U. Learn more about the process and history of
elections while staying up to date on the latest news in the Presidential Election. Grades In this activity, you
will meet the candidates in the presidential campaign. Palmer suggests that we must value our differences,
draw inspiration and greater understanding from contradictions, and celebrate the power of community
building to restore our democratic society. In this lesson, students discuss the values and efforts that contribute
to a healthy democracy. Reflective writing prompts are also included for students to demonstrate their
understanding of the story. This activity helps students learn the important role that both personality and
political platform have in shaping presidential elections by having students present on the different types of
campaigns. Grades Working for the Party Second Presidents Learn the role that political parties play in either
helping or preventing a president from reaching their goals. Learn about the front lines of the campaign trail as
each image gives valuable insight into the elections and candidates. As you look at these images, think about
the political environments and history of the time. These photographs can also be used to supplement activities
and discussions related to civics and social studies curricula. Grades Campaign Strategy In this video, students
will learn how candidates who wish to run for office create a campaign strategy to convince voters that they
are the best representatives of their beliefs. Students will understand the various tactics of a political
campaign: Grades Getting the Nomination In the United States, there are a lot of people who want to be
president. But when we vote, there are usually only a few names on the ballot. This video will help students to
understand the nomination process for political parties. They will learn how primaries and caucuses help
determine the candidate that will best represent a party platform, the role of delegates and super delegates in
the election process, and the impact of "Super Tuesday. Students will watch two videos from China depicting
public speeches. Afterwards, they will create and give presentations of their own. During these presentations
they will describe ways in which they would like to improve their school and try to persuade the audience to
agree with their ideas. Grades In the lesson plan, "Meet the Presidential Candidates in Election ," students will
get to know the candidates running for president and where they stand on important issues. Grades The
purpose of the "Hosting a Presidential Debate: Lesson Plan" is to analyze campaign issues, practice formal
debate procedures and to understand elements of logic. Presidential Elections Explore this series of historical
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photos capturing informative, memorable and fun moments in United States Presidential elections from to
Grades Understand the election of by defining your own political party. Learn more with this interactive from
American Experience: In , the big issue was the monetary standard, while by imperialism had taken over as
the key national issue. The constitution limits presidential powers to maintain balance among the three
branches of government. Crash Course Government and Politics Learn about the presidential powers that are
not found in the constitution-the implied or inherent powers of the presidency.
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Read public media article about presidential campaign commercials. View campaign ads and come to class
prepared to discuss findings. Discuss selected ads and compare reactions. Introduction Presidential candidates
running in the election have spent millions of dollars to create a series of biographical campaign ads along
with ads that attack opponents. Events such as presidential debates will help candidates to shape new ads, but
it will be up to the voters to decide if the ads will influence their decision in the election. Students will explore
historical presidential campaign ads and then create their own TV ads. Warm Up Activity Although the cost
and worth of television ads are questioned by some political scientists in the age of the Internet and social
media, candidates have continued to spend big bucks on TV ads since What ads have students seen online?
While presidential candidates currently focus many of their ads in battleground states, they also sponsor
national ads that run in all markets. Historically, ads have been memorable for a variety of reasons, and they
have often played a role in choosing the winner of the presidential election. Main Activity For homework the
night before, the students should read the following article about effective presidential campaign commercials:
In class, students should revisit the campaign commercial page: As they watch the commercial, they should
fill out the Presidential Historical Advertisement handout. As a class, students should come together and
discuss the ads that they selected. Students who chose the same ads may compare their reactions to the
commercials as well as whether they would have been persuaded to vote for the candidate. Students should
also discuss the different impressions they gathered from positive vs. Also, they can talk about whether they
think the candidates should focus on positive or negative ads. After they have completed the worksheet, they
should go to the PBS NewsHour website that will allow them to create their own campaign ads: While the
website states , it will work for the current election. Once students have logged in using Facebook, they should
create two ads â€” one biographical ad and one attack ad. Students may create the ads without hitting publish
or share at the end. They should use their knowledge of historical ads to select visual images and messages
that would be compelling, and they should be prepared to explain how their own ad was influenced by their
favorite historical campaign commercials. Extension Activities Students may share the ads that they created
with their peers during class, and the class can discuss which ads are the most persuasive. Students may also
look for ads that are running in battleground states in order to see individual messages that are targeting
specific states. They can see how the ads connect to the issues concerning voters in these states. Stephanie has
an A.
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Chinese graduate students in some fields may now receive 1-year visas. Department of State today began
applying tougher restrictions on some Chinese graduate students. The new policy shortens from 5 years to 1
year the duration of visas for those planning to study aviation, robotics, and advanced manufacturing.
Although the ostensible reason for the change is to improve national security, U. The revised visa policy was
initially reported last month by various media outlets and confirmed last week by a senior departmental
official during a hearing on student visas by a Senate panel on border security and immigration. The title of
the hearing paints the dilemma in stark terms: Protecting Educational Opportunity and National Security. It
may also curtail periodic visits back home. When added to other policies by the current administration that
affect non-U. And the relationship became more strained after the terrorist attacks in the United States
prompted increased vetting of all visitors to the country. Consular officers were given authority to grant 5-year
visas to Chinese students, up from the 1-year limit that had long existed. For example, his administration has
proposed analyzing the social media activity of millions of visa applicants going back 5 years. Any additional
roadblocks for foreign graduate students are potentially worrisome for U. And China provides nearly one-third
of those students after a decade of steady growth see graph, below. The State Department, he added, is already
tracking graduate students at research universities who change their majors or chose a new research area after
starting their training. At the movies After leaving the hearing, Ramotowski declined to answer questions from
Science Insider about how the new policy would be implemented. But experts on U. S visa policy used their
knowledge to make some educated guesses about its impact on Chinese students. One expert likened the key
visa issue to needing a ticket stub to re-enter a movie theater after going out for refreshments or a bathroom
break. Instead, they must go back homeâ€”or to a closer U. The process could take weeks or months. The
implications for graduate training are what troubles Chodzko-Zajko, whose university hosted Chinese
graduate and professional students, along with undergraduates from China this year. But it puts them at a
competitive disadvantage against students from the U. Parents can also be easily spooked, says one Chinese
graduate student who requested anonymity. The unstated reason for the shorter visas is that the U. But the
former deputy chief of mission at the U. He is skeptical that it will improve homeland security, arguing that
the consulate officers who vet visa applications are ill-equipped to ferret out potential spies. If the goal is to
detect such people ahead of time and deny them access to U. But he thinks those steps must be consistent with
traditional U. To the extent that we work against those strengths, we are not going to be successful.
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CQ Voting and Elections Collection From the American voter, to major and minor political parties, to actual
races for Congress, the presidency, and governorships, the CQ Voting and Elections Collection provides
context-driven intelligence on the state of the free and fair elections in America. A special option allows your
patrons to download datasets. Also available in print: The first work of its kind, The encyclopedia of political
science comprehensively examines the central ideas, concepts, and frameworks underlying the study of
politics and highlights the intersections of politics with other disciplines. Explore wide range of concepts and
frameworks, both Western and non-Western, national and international. Utilize a thematic table of contents
that maps major subfields and topics in politics. Search through over 1, A to Z signed entries by contributors
from over 30 countries. This massive work is designed to be informative and "enjoyable reading. Large issues,
such as campaigns, are divided into subsets, e. Each entry has fine cross-references and a bibliography.
Frequent black-and-white photographs mostly depict politicians and issues related to campaigns such as
images of hospital patients in "Healthcare". Historical information on suffrage, the black vote, and each
presidential election is excellent. Covers the origin, development, and results of all major national security
policies over the last seven decades. A thoroughly interdisciplinary work, the encyclopedia views national
security from a historical, economic, political, and technological perspective. Political History via CQ Press
Also available in print Explores the events, policies, activities, institutions, groups, people, and movements
that have created and shaped political life in the United States. With contributions from scholars in the fields
of history and political science, this seven-volume set provides students, researchers, and scholars the
opportunity to examine the political evolution of the United States from the s to the present day. The colonial
period witnessed the transformation of thirteen distinct colonies into an independent federated republic. This
volume discusses the diversity of the colonial political experienceâ€”a diversity that modern scholars have
found defies easy synthesisâ€”as well as the long-term conflicts, policies, and events that led to revolution,
and the ideas underlying independence. No period in the history of the United States was more critical to the
foundation and shaping of American politics than the early American republic. This volume discusses the era
of Confederation, the shaping of the U. Constitution, and the development of the party system. This volume
examines three decades in the middle of the nineteenth century, which witnessed: With the withdrawal of
federal soldiers from Southern states the previous year, marked a new focus in American politics, and it
became recognizably modern within the next 40 years. This volume focuses on race and politics; economics,
labor, and capitalism; agrarian politics and populism; national politics; progressivism; foreign affairs; World
War I; and the end of the progressive era. Between and , the U. This volume examines the postwar era with the
consolidation of the New Deal, the onset of the Cold War, and the Korean War. It then moves into the s and
early s, and discusses the Vietnam war; the era of John F. Wade; Watergate; and the end of the Vietnam War.
The troubled Carter Administration, â€”, proved to be the political gateway for the resurgence of a more
ideologically conservative Republican party led by a popular president, Ronald Reagan. The last volume of
the Encyclopedia covers politics and national institutions in a polarized era of nationally competitive party
politics and programmatic debates about taxes, social policy, and the size of national government. It also
considers the mixed blessing of the change in superpower international competition associated with the end of
the Cold War. Each volume includes approximately one hundred documents covering the most significant
events of the year. These documents range from presidential speeches, international agreements, and Supreme
Court decisions to U. With entries from leading international scholars from around the world, the International
Encyclopedia of Political Science provides a definitive, comprehensive picture of all aspects of political life,
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recognizing its theoretical foundations and including empirical findings from across the globe. The eight
volumes examine all the main subdisciplines of political science and include coverage of comparative politics,
epistemology, political economy, political sociology, and international relations. The International
Encyclopedia of Political Science provides an essential, authoritative guide to the state of political science at
the start of the 21st century and for decades to come, making it an invaluable resource for a global readership,
including researchers, students, citizens, and policy makers. This major new edition of The Oxford
Companion to Politics of the World reflects the changing world with a reassessment of many of the core
themes of the previous edition, and new articles on the people, concepts, and events that have shaped the
world since Eighty-seven of the articles in the Second Edition are completely new; most others are thoroughly
revised This edition also features a substantial new set of articles, a dozen essays on critical isssues written by
influential figures. Recognizing the importance of including varying viewpoints, the editors have
commissioned these essays to provide an informed and often passionate debate on controversial topics. Pious,
and Donald A. This is the ultimate resource for authoritative information on the American Presidency,
Congress, and Supreme Court. Compiled by three leading scholars, it contains the key figures, events, and
structures that have animated U. In addition to coverage of the Presidential race and election, it features
biographies of all the Presidents, Vice Presidents, and Supreme Court Justices, as well as notable members of
Congress, including current leadership; historical commentary on past elections, major Presidential decisions,
international and domestic programs, and the key advisors and agencies of the executive branch; in-depth
analysis of Congressional leadership and committees, agencies and staff, and historic legislation; and detailed
discussions of landmark Supreme Court cases and the major issues facing the Court today. Other entries
define legal terms and phrases and elaborate on the wide array of government traditions. This dictionary
includes all entries on major Supreme Court cases through history published in the acclaimed Oxford
Companion to the Supreme Court of the United States, in addition to approximately 45 new entries for the
post decisions. It also gives entries on the U. Constitution, and the nominations and successions of justices.
Terms covered in the Companion are briefly defined and explained, and a complete case list is given. As a
convenient, one-volume print source for global political information, each edition features country profiles
that include: Political status, area, population, major urban centers, official language, monetary unit, heads of
government, heads of state, ambassadors, and U. Historical trends, regime changes, constitutional history, and
regional and global policy issues of concern. Headline-making events, trends, controversies, and challenges.
Leading and minor parties, quasi-partisan and extra-systemic organizations, alliances, party histories,
ideology, and leadership. Recent national election results, legislative leaders, cabinet ministers. Names,
circulation, and political affiliation of major national media; news agencies; television coverage and Internet
usage. Congress and their districts. Designed for use by political professionals, government officials, students,
scholars, and interested citizens, it contains in-depth profiles of every member as well as data on their
constituencies, apportionment, and redistricting. This Web site contains profiles of members of the th
Congress , th Congress , th Congress , th Congress , and th Congress Sixteen years of annual reference is now
accessible in a powerful, fully searchable online edition that lets users explore expert and timely Supreme
Court coverage swiftly and comprehensively. Introductory material helps readers understand and interpret
statistical material, and the annotated reference guide directs users to other valuable sources on political
statistics. This fully updated volume is an unrivaled reference for students, researches, and other interested
citizens. Searchable and browsable, the Washington Information Directory Online Edition provides verified
and updated mailing addresses, phone and fax numbers, e-mail and Web site addresses, contact names, and
descriptions for thousands of organizationsâ€”along with a letter template tool, a customizable address book,
and much more. Thomas Dunne Books, Americans have long been defined by how they face adversity. The
ways that U. In this fascinating narrative, presidential historian Mark Updegrove looks at eight U. George
Washington led a fragile and fledgling nation while defining the very role of the presidency. When Thomas
Jefferson entered the White House, he faced a nation bitterly divided by a two-party schism far more severe
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than anything encountered today. John Tyler stepped into the office of the presidency during the constitutional
crisis left by the first death of a sitting president. Abraham Lincoln inherited a divided nation on the brink of
war. His successor, Harry S. Kennedy stepped into the increasingly heated atmosphere of the cold war. In the
wake of Watergate, the first unelected president, Gerald R. As the forty-fourth president takes office,
Updegrove presents a timely look at these chief executives and the challenges they faced. In examining the
ways in which presidents have addressed crises, Baptism by Fire illustrates the importance of character in
leadershipâ€”and in the resilience of America itself. Committees in the U. Congress A to Z. Present
alphabetically arranged entries on the history of Congress, some of its influental members, terms and concepts,
scandals, the legislative process, appointments, and appropriations. Congress and the Nation. Summarizes all
congressional activity by presidential term. Summarizes congressional activity a single year at a time.
Arranged alphabetically in this two-volume reference, entries for every member of Congress since cite basic
biographical data, followed by tables presenting voting scores and interest group ratings, allowing in-depth
appraisals and comparisons of voting history. Articles examine the election process for president, Congress,
and statewide offices, and discuss the roles of political parties and the media, election scandals, and voting
rights. This new volume contains all the information a reader needs to understand the American election
process and its political parties. This complete A-to-Z reference guide covers the people, events, and terms
involved in the electoral process. It also provides a history of elections in the United States, focusing primarily
on presidential elections. Facts on File, c In the current profusion of Web-based government information
resources, this encyclopedia provides a welcome print reference guide to the organization, functions, and
history of federal agencies. Briefer entries describe nearly independent agencies, Congress, and the judicial
branch. Each entry also supplies mail and Web site contacts, but lacks bibliographies. A current, highly
informative guide to the federal bureaucracy for the general public that will also be welcomed by students and
researchers of public administration and government. London ; New York: Hawkesworth and Kogan have
encouraged the authors of the 88 chapter-length entries in these volumes to provide readers with a state of
research for the topic that describes the history of the field, the development of its theoretical trends, and its
current aspects. The entries are divided into the broad topics of central concepts of political theory,
contemporary ideologies, contemporary political systems, political institutions, political forces and processes,
centripetal and centrifugal forces in the nation- state, policy-making and policies, international relations, and
major issues in contemporary world politics. Among the 19 chapters in the last category are genocide, Eastern
Europe, arms control and disarmament, Latin America, Asia, Africa, and democratization. A random selection
of other sections includes such topics as the United Nations, health policy, social movements, identity politics,
interest groups, military rule, the Islamic state, and conceptions of human nature. A bibliography is included
with each entry.
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Program history[ edit ] The PMF Program was established by Executive Order in , [3] and amended by
Executive Order in [4] to attract to the Federal service outstanding citizen-scholars from a variety of academic
disciplines and career paths who have a clear interest in, and commitment to, excellence in the leadership and
management of public policies and programs. Program regulations were amended again in December by
Executive Order [5] establishing the PMF program as one of the three student Pathways to federal
employment. By drawing graduate students from diverse social and cultural backgrounds, the PMF Program
provides a continuing source of trained men and women to meet the future challenges of public service. In
September , OPM added a new STEM track to the PMF process to increase opportunities for science and
technology students and meet the demand for qualified candidates for these roles in government. Eligibility[
edit ] There are two situations where graduate students may be eligible to apply to the PMF program. Graduate
students from all academic disciplines who expect to complete an advanced degree from a qualifying college
or university by August 31 of the academic year in which the competition is held are eligible to become
Fellows. Individuals who previously applied for the program, but were not selected as a Finalist, may reapply
if they meet eligibility requirements. Potential fellows should demonstrate breadth and quality of
accomplishments, capacity for leadership, exceptional oral and written communication skills, and a
commitment to excellence in the leadership and management of public policies and programs. The initial
application occurs during autumn of each year; OPM announces finalists names in early spring the following
year. Those who are nominated as finalists remain finalists for one year, unless appointed by an agency during
that year. Finalists may reapply to the Program before the year of appointment eligibility ends; however, status
as a current Finalist is forfeited upon accessing the on-line assessment. Following satisfactory completion of
each year of the Fellowship, Fellows are eligible for promotion to the next GS level or equivalent pay band,
depending on agency but cannot be promoted higher than GS during the Fellowship. After successful
completion of the Fellowship, agencies may noncompetitively appoint Fellows to permanent positions and
grant Fellows career or career-conditional status. Gaining agencies must provide Fellows at least eighty hours
of formal classroom training each year of the Fellowship that addresses the core competencies required of the
occupation or functional discipline in which Fellows will most likely be placed upon completion of the
Fellowship. Gaining agencies must allow Fellows at least one developmental assignment "rotation" of four to
six months in duration in any occupation at any U. It is not uncommon for gaining agencies to prohibit
Fellows from completing rotations outside gaining agencies. PMFs are individually assigned a personal
mentor during the Fellowship. Mentors assist Fellows with completing the requisite Individual Development
Plan , identifying valuable developmental assignments, providing career advice, being a confidential sounding
board, and act as advocates for Fellows. As employees of the U. Student loan repayment varies widely by
agency. The membership comprises former and current Fellows, and other individuals interested in
recruitment and development of Federal Government career managers.
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The event will be the largest White House Science Fair to date, with more than students from more than 30
states, as well as student alumni from each of the prior five White House Science Fairs. Highlighting the
powerful stories of ingenuity, social activism, teamwork, and civic engagement evident in the projects,
President Obama will call on this generation of studentsâ€”those in elementary, middle, and high schools
todayâ€”to actively participate in solving the toughest challenges facing our world, from combating climate
change to setting foot on Mars. The President created the Science Fair with a simple credo: More than K
schools committing to expand access to CS, with support from Code. Commitments to expand STEM learning
for more of our youngest learners, from family engagement to innovative use of media. A new online
matching platform, supported by US, to help more STEM professionals who want to volunteer and mentor.
More than 70 Federal agencies will participate in the Festival. Though each generation of Americans brings
with them new ideas and energy, today, because of unprecedented access to cutting-edge physical and digital
tools, online and in-person communities, and information about the grand challenges we face, American
students are even better equipped to harness their passions towards developing solutions that confront our
toughest challenges. They can be the Mars generation, the explorers who first step foot on another planet.
Their skills, perseverance, and collaboration can help seed new technologies and solutions to tackle the
climate crisis. They can collaborate to harness rapid advances in information technology and nanotechnology
to understand the human brain, forge new solutions to cancer, and embrace the American spirit of discovery,
invention, and entrepreneurship. Approximately 40 student teams will have the opportunity to exhibit their
projects at the White House, and the President will personally view some of these projects. In the past 7 years:
Our Nation is more than halfway towards achieving the goal the President set in of preparing , new math and
science teachers by Compared to when President Obama took office, 25, more engineers are graduating each
year from American universities. This White House has announced more than commitments from college and
university leadership and others to provide pathways for students underrepresented in STEM to attain degrees.
New Steps Being Announced by the Administration Today Federal agencies are announcing new steps to
empower local communities with the tools, people, and support they need to expand their STEM efforts.
Federal guidance on advancing STEM education. In particular, this guidance outlines how Federal money can
be used to support high-quality, hands-on active STEM learning. These cities will create programs, seminars,
and tools that assist students in connecting STEM education with real-world problem solving skills. This
partnership builds on the last 2 years of expansion across YMCA of the USA, which reaches over ,
youthâ€”with a focus on low-income and underrepresented youthâ€”in 48 states and Washington, D.
JAMTECH is a hands-on educational experience that gives students with little or no exposure to computer
programming the opportunity to build and program their own video games over the course of a
dayâ€”teaching the principles of game design, coding, and programming in a way that allows students to
expand their competencies in areas such as math, physics, analysis, logic, and strategy. Over Federally
supported citizen-science projects for students and adults are now accessible from a single placeâ€”
CitizenScience. Government, to launch CitizenScience. A robust foundation of evidence shows that while
active engagement enhances learning for students of all demographics, it has an especially beneficial effect on
women and underrepresented students, likely due to a greater sense of belonging that can be achieved in active
classrooms. Today, NSF is announcing that it will hold an Active Learning Day later this year, with the goal
of empowering and encouraging educators nationwide to use active learning in their classrooms. New
partnerships to train teachers and help more than K schools expand access to CS. Nine school districts
surrounding Chicago have grouped together to begin offering AP CS Principles in 21 high schools. Dallas
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Independent School District will be offering beginning CS courses districtwide for the first time in the
majority of their high schools and all of their middle schools in the school year. Johns Counties, have
combined efforts to spread opportunities for CS instruction to over , students served collectively by their
schools. In Washington State, Educational Service Districts , , and serving 82 school districts have partnered
with Code. The investment will allow an additional , K students to learn CS through the free Oracle Academy
program. Oracle is also expanding access to emerging CS fields for interested teachers and students, through
opportunities such as their free Big Data Science Boot Camps. A new online matching platform, created by
US, to connect more STEM professionals to volunteer opportunities, setting an initial goal to serve 20,
students this year. The new platform will enable any nonprofit organization or classroom teacher to connect
easily with a STEM professional. In , US will use the platform as a central hub to engage more than 1,
corporations and civic organizations and serve more than 20, students with a focus on girls, traditionally
underrepresented minority students, and children from low-income families. Commitments to expand STEM
learning for young learners nationwide. A full list of new commitments will be released as a part of a White
House event on early learning and STEM later this month. These resources have the potential to reach more
than , teachers in , schools, and 65 million households across the country. Learning Point Alaska, Inc.
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