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He attended the common schools and Graniteville Academy. During Brown worked as a law clerk and
secretary. After a competitive examination he was appointed official Court Stenographer of the Second
Judicial Circuit, a position he held until Before he was twenty-two years old he passed the South Carolina bar
exam and was admitted to practice law June 3, December 30, , Annie Love Sitgreaves and Brown married.
They had one child, Emily. Brown was active in the Democratic party serving as Chairman of the state party
and on the Executive Committees at the county, state, and national levels. He was a state representative from
In he became Speaker of the House. In he resigned the speakership to run for the United States Senate. Dial
and Ed Smith and lost to Smith in the second primary. In , he was elected to the South Carolina Senate where
he served until his retirement, July 28, The Democratic Executive Committee chose him to be the Democratic
candidate. Strom Thrumond opposed him in a write-in campaign and defeated Brown. Following a temporary
absence in , when dual office holding was a question, he was elected a Life Trustee in From Clemson he
received an honorary Doctor of Laws degree in He continued his strong support during the periods when
Clemson was transformed from a small, all-white military college into a coeducational, integrated university.
He attended as a Delegate the National Democratic Conventions in , , , , , , , and As a result of injuries
received in an automobile accident, Brown died on June 26, Brown had died earlier on May 26, , as had his
daughter, Emily Jefferies, on April 11, House of Representatives where he served Chairman of S. S-Senate,
resigning Speakership to run-Opposed by N. Senate, opposed by Governor Olin D.
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Smith Richardson Papers Consult staff for lists of Richardson and Richardson-Vicks materials in other
collections Richardson-Vicks control file "Lists of materials in other collections". There he hoped to find
bigger markets and more opportunities. There, Richardson began to sell the home remedies that he had
developed over the years. In , he introduced a product that was destined to make him a fortune, Vicks Magic
Salve, a cure for croup. The origin of the name Vicks has been clouded by time. However, according to
company lore, Lunsford Richardson thought his own name was too long and cumbersome to attach to a
product. He decided to use the shorter Vicks, in honor of his brother in law Joshua Vick, a doctor in Selma.
Richardson quickly tired of fighting with the other stockholders in the company about what to do with the
profits. While he wanted to put any profits back into the business to finance more advertising, they wanted
them as dividends. As a result, Richardson sold his share of the business in Richardson took his savings and
opened a new business, Vick Family Remedies Company, this time owned solely by him. He made twenty one
different remedies under the Vicks name, and marketed them in twenty surrounding counties. In , he asked his
oldest son Henry Smith Richardson to be advertising and sales manager for the fledgling company in hopes
that his son could rescue it. Smith Richardson, as he was called, attended Davidson College for a time before
transferring to the Naval Academy. He was dismissed from the Academy for low grades in , during a purge
that resulted in the dismissal of nearly a fourth of the cadets. Following his expulsion, Smith went to New
York and worked in a number of jobs. He joined Bedford and was working for that company when his father
requested his help. Richardson was an aggressive salesman and an innovative advertising manager. He
traveled all over North Carolina, and then the southeast, from drugstore to drugstore, and country store to
country store, selling VapoRub. First he and the sales force traveled by horse and buggy, and then by Model T
Ford. For his efforts, Smith Richardson was made a partner in Vick Chemical Company was one of the first
businesses to use such techniques as road signs, store displays, street car advertising, "mark out" slogans, and
free samples. When the company began expanding its territory north and west, it was one of the first
companies to take advantage of Rural Free Delivery, by sending samples through the mail. By , he was made a
partner. The great influenza epidemic of gave VapoRub a tremendous boost. The company produced VapoRub
twenty four hours a day, and still could not keep up with the demand. In , Lunsford Richardson died, leaving a
booming business to his two sons. The company grew rapidly in the s. Another plant was built in Philadelphia
in Also in , VapoRub was exported overseas to England, and south to Mexico. An export department was
opened in New York in , to handle what was to become big business for the company, selling VapoRub
overseas. In , the Richardsons decided to sell one fourth of their stock in Vick Chemical Company to the
public. The stock was primarily bought by employees and people in the drug trade. Smith Richardson turned
over the presidency to his brother Lunsford in , and took on the responsibility of long range planning for the
now very successful business. He realized that Vick Chemical Company was a one product organization, that
the growth potential of that product was limited, and that the company needed to diversify. Despite the stock
market crash of and the economic chaos that followed, Vick Chemical Company continued to do well. People
still caught colds, depression or no depression. Both were almost instantly successful. Although Vick did well,
some of the other Drug Inc. As a result, Drug Inc. The same year, Vick merged with the William J. Merrell
was the first in a long line of Vick acquisitions. Baker, an industrial and laboratory chemical company, in ;
Prince Matchabelli, a perfume and cosmetic company, in ; Jensen Salsbury, a veterinary pharmaceutical
company, in ; Extruded Plastics, Inc. After William Preyer retired in , Edward Mabry became the first non
family member to be president of the company. The family, however, continued to play an important role in
the company on the board of directors. He served until , when Robert Marschalk replaced him. The company
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changed its name in to Richardson Merrell, Inc. It acquired still more divisions and exported many of its
products all over the world. In , the company decided to narrow its focus from pharmaceuticals to consumer
products. The company produced and sold the traditional cold care products like VapoRub, cough syrup, and
cough drops; and many other products including Vidal Sasoon and Pantene hair care products, and Clearasil
and Oil of Olay face care products. After eighty prosperous years, the Richardsons were forced to give up the
company that made their fortune on the contents of "the little blue jar," Vicks VapoRub. The collection
consists of the files of H. Coverage of the years before is scant, consisting of a few mementoes and some
correspondence. Coverage of the years to is very uneven. A notable exception is material from the Advertising
and Sales Department, which is nearly complete from to Every attempt was made during processing to
preserve or reconstruct the original order of these files. This proved difficult for most of the material since the
records reached the Southern Historical Collection in much disarray. The arrangement of Series 1, Subseries 2.
In other cases, material has been organized into series and subseries primarily according to subject matter, and
within each series and subseries in alphabetical order according to the original folder titles. All discernible
original folder titles have been preserved, and the original order of items within folders has been maintained.
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