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Chapter 1 : Robert B. Heilman and Eric VoegelinÂ—A Friendship in Letters Â—
Robert B. Heilman () was a distinguished teacher and literary critic who flourished at Louisiana State Univeristy where
he became a close friend of Eric Voegelin.

He may have given a single lecture or a series, and the subject, I suppose, was something that would be part of
Order and History , though that large work did not begin appearing for another decade and a half. My first
impression of Voegelin was of a speaker of great dignity and ease, of vast learning easily borne and not
trimmed to please a general audience, of formality and yet graciousness. Here was a philosopher who had no
marks of either the pedant or the popularizer; the gentleman as thinker. Despite a highly technical vocabulary
and occasional, but not intrusive, problems of idiom and accent, Voegelin seemed comfortable and fluent in
American English. During his stay in Baton Rouge, Eric â€” I use an informality that was slow to develop â€”
attended a meeting of a faculty discussion group at which I was also present, whether as visitor or regular
attendant I am relying entirely on memory; I have no file of documents, formal or informal, to consult. I
remember vividly the type, though not the specifics, of the argument that broke out there between him and
several of my colleagues. Perhaps his point was that Hitler and Nazism represented less a violation of
American democratic ideas than an enduring disorder of a distinguishable philosophical and theological type. I
do not remember the details, but I do retain a strong impression that my colleagues, several of whom were my
good friends, were badly though unknowingly overmatched. Early during the academic year there came the
news, exciting to all of us who had been greatly impressed by Eric during his visit, that he had accepted a
position in the LSU department of government it had not yet become the department of political science: Bob
Harris, then chair, always insisted that the field was not a science and would arrive in Baton Rouge for the
spring semester. One of the best agents of that potential was Bob Harris: My wife and I probably met the
Voegelins through the Heberles, refugees who had arrived in ; Rudolf, a sociologist, had been at Kiel, and his
wife, Franziska, was the daughter of the eminent sociologist Ferdinand Toennies. My wife and I found both
couples congenial socially. The men were splendid additions to the faculty, and the wives were superior
people; they all remained tactfully silent about whatever differences they found between Vienna and Kiel, on
one hand, and Baton Rouge on the other. We made special efforts; not only did we want them to feel at home
at LSU, but we could imagine their problems in adjusting to a new culture and in having to use a new
language. We thought of the daunting difficulties we would face as American refugees in Europe: We wanted
things to work out for the Voegelins and Heberles and hoped that welcoming natives might be helpful. As
northerners we too had at first felt like foreigners in Baton Rouge. We had since come to feel very much at
home and no doubt felt that, as outsiders-turned-insiders, we would be useful interpreters of the Louisiana
mode of American life. In one way, of course, we were doomed to failure: They would occasionally fall into
German, especially if they had guests whose first language it was. When we were the only monolinguals
present, we would sometimes leave early to free the rest for the pleasure of speaking their native tongue
without having to be concerned about excluding the two anglophones present. In time we came to use first
names. Perhaps it was we who, as spokesmen for the native mores â€” we had drifted into the role without
seeking it â€” proposed the use of first names. We tended to drift together at parties. To an auditor not
equipped for such discourse, Eric might have seemed to be exhibiting learning inappropriately or even
engaging in a put-down. But anyone who read him thus was utterly wrong. Eric was a considerate man who in
social circumstances â€” as opposed to formal debate, in which no holds would be barred â€” would never
consciously speak in a condescending or indecorous way. He had a strong sense of the proprieties, the
decencies, the observances that marked civilized people, and he was incapable of vulgarity, whether in the
guise of unrestrained egoism or of simple commonplaceness. If one lacks small talk, at a social occasion one
talks about the larger things familiar to him, taking for granted the adequacy of the hearer to the heard. Eric
did not monologue. He would make a statement about what interested him and seek responses. Responses
were likely to be halfhearted or vague if Eric spoke about, say, the late-medieval origins of the concept of the
Third Reich, or the spiritual breakthrough achieved by monotheistic thought, or the derivation of some current
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political idea from an error by Hegel. He tended to treat his colleagues precisely as if they were fellow
members of the philosophy faculty at the University of Vienna. Whatever our professional competence, we
were for the most part not quite up to the role. What many of us felt was less resentment than a regretful sense
of not being with it, and of wanting the ease of more reassuring company. Insofar as I may have felt that, the
feeling was more than counterbalanced by the awareness of being in the presence of an extraordinary man. But
he never indulged in derogation, and he tended not to introduce topics he knew would be unwelcome. He was
a man of great punctilio. But if controversial topics came up, he did not hesitate to challenge the cliches he
heard bandied about. After all, in Vienna he had vigorously attacked rightists even when it was dangerous to
do so in his case it had been life-threatening, and it led to exile. Here in the land of free speech it seemed
natural to challenge ideas on the other end of the political spectrum when they seemed inadequate. Obviously,
a man who at best was hard to understand and who dared to question long-held secular faiths was not always
easy to take. What precedes may suggest that Eric generated only negative reactions. But there were
colleagues who, instead of fleeing or being captious, were admiring and devoted and willing to listen and to
learn. They might not, however, always be present at parties or handy at given moments. So Eric tended, at
social events, to become a solitary, not looking disgruntled or censorious or troubled or neglected, but with his
ordinarily pleasant mien â€” he had a genial air, but with the geniality modified by a certain formality â€”
falling into an expressionless neutrality: He seemed to be masking discontent or disappointment under an air
of detachment. He was not ungracious, but he was genuinely courtly, and that meant that he registered social
obligations in a formal key, different from the folksy American geniality based on the exchange of
uncontentious trivialities. He was not contemptuous of this American style of social intercourse, but it was not
for him a natural way of doing things. Eric was always a thinker before he was a social being. When I said that
we tended to drift together at parties, I was not defining myself as his equal or as intellectually superior to our
colleagues. In me Eric excited a respect bordering on veneration, for I recognized in him the most
extraordinary intellect I had ever encountered, one I could in no way keep up with, especially in the abstruse
philosophical matters that could come up spontaneously in any conversation. Although the spirit was willing,
the mental flesh was weak. As a non-southerner I might be expected to understand the questions that would
occur to another outsider experiencing the Deep South for the first time; in a sense we were foreigners
together. But by I had been in Louisiana for seven years, and I could speak also as an insider. I could act as the
interpreter of academic folkways that were unfamiliar to a European-trained scholar. But the local scene was
only a temporary object of inquiry; Eric was more curious about the general habits of American academe â€”
everything from institutional governance to habits of thought to philosophical positions; types of
administrative personnel and attitudes; power bases; relations to the outside world; sense of mission and sense
of profit; and so on. He knew a great deal about the materia of various fieldsâ€”the arts, music, history,
literature, and of course philosophy â€” and he was curious about the academic management of these. He
would ask about historiographic and critical practices in literature, and often about specific writers: His
knowledge of literature in English was wide, and he often asked searching questions. These questions, which
showed a range of knowledge rare in the practitioners of nonliterary fields, tested the abilities of the informant,
whom Eric could praise, assist, and of course challenge. This puzzled me, for any competent Ph. When I could
not pin down my generalization with an example, he gracefully covered for me: Eric had a deft way of
indicating doubt about some of my judgments and procedures. What went on in literature was for him an
interplay of philosophical issues and spiritual forces, a clash of symbols rather than a confrontation of psyches.
Still, I shall never forget the air of innocent and amiable curiosity with which he raised literary questions, and
his brief interpositions, ironic but not biting. He would occasionally ask about specific writers. In the late s he
observed that much critical discussion of Henry James was going on, and asked what he should read by way of
introduction to James. I had been teaching and writing about The Turn of the Screw , and I suggested it. Eric
read it immediately â€” in one sitting, I believe â€” and wrote me a very long reply an essay-length letter
interpreting the novel as a study of American Puritanism in which the dramatic actors are God, the Soul, and
Ordinary Life the uncle, the governess, and the housekeeper, respectively. He gave The Turn the highest
possible praise when he told me that had he known it when he wrote a book about America after his first visit
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here, in the s, the book would have been different. Once he urged me to study, if not indeed to memorize, the
chapter headings of a volume that would clue me in to how one went about the study of metaphysics. The
captions were in German, alas, and I failed the assignment. But Eric was forgiving, and he went on acting as if
I were capable of philosophical redemption, despite his inevitable awareness that I was an inadequately
endowed pupil. Finding a Home in Baton Rouge Our relations with the Voegelins took a special turn in the
summer of , when they were in Cambridge, Massachusetts: During their absence from Baton Rouge, the rented
house in which they had been living was leased or sold out from under them, this in accordance with a
wartime regulation that permitted the dispossession of occupants if the premises were then to be occupied by
the owners or members of their family. This must have been another severe blow to people who, after the
troubles that led to their flight from Austria, might have felt they were beginning to get a foothold in America.
They evidently felt that they could not contest what amounted to an eviction. Had they made the long and
expensive trip back to Baton Rouge, they might not have been able to find other rental housing. Apparently
the only solution was to buy a house, provided a suitable one could be found for sale. One reason was that I
was teaching full-time in summer school fifteen hours a week then, and no trace of the cooling systems that
have since become standard equipment in Baton Rouge , an annual necessity to keep us financially afloat; the
more significant one was that Ruth was much better than I at amateur realty. I no longer know what her
research method was, or how long she worked at it, but I do recall that she uncovered only two houses for sale.
We may have looked at both houses, or it may have been, as I suspect, that one of the two was so obviously
inferior that it dropped out of consideration. The remaining one was no gem, but it would do, or rather would
have to do. Because it was really the only one available, we at least escaped the burden of seeming to have
made a sorry choice. We signed for it and phoned the Voegelins with the news. Lissy came down by train to
take care of the paperwork; I believe they borrowed the money for the trip as well as for the down payment in
fleeing the Nazis, they had to leave Vienna without either possessions or cash. My impression is that the house
cost six or seven thousand for comparison: Later, with a frankness in financial matters that was characteristic,
Eric said he had received a loan from a relatively well-off refugee, a Jewish businessman, I believe. The house
we found was roughly downtown, on a narrow street a few blocks east of the central shopping section. The
names Canal and Cherry come to mind, but I would not bet on either; whatever its name, the street on which
the Voegelin house stood was wiped out by the new freeway that, curving in from the north and east, took
over the area. As I remember it, the area was, if not outright crummy, at least wholly undistinguished: But
Lissy Voegelin made that house into a very charming place; we were occasional guests in it, and after we left
LSU we once spent a week there. This was early one summer â€” in , I think â€” after the Voegelins had left
for what had become a standard summer research stay in Cambridge. We could see the works of art that were
an important part of the transformation, and we could see and use the large tub in which, we were told, Eric sat
for hours in cold water, smoking the cigars he was fond of and working with papers and books arranged on a
board spanning the tub. It must have seemed very odd, in a neighborhood where reading, if any, probably did
not go beyond the daily papers and where books would have seemed strange objects stored in libraries, to be
told that a new neighbor, suspect anyway, was actually writing a book and needed a quiet atmosphere in which
to carry on this peculiar practice. You never could tell about foreigners. Becoming an American Citizen Aside
from the housing problem, another significant event occurred in
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This collection of letters exchanged between Robert B. Heilman and Eric Voegelin records a friendship that lasted more
than forty years. These scholars, both giants in their own fields, shared news of family and events, academic gossip,
personal and professional vicissitudes, academic successes, and, most important, ideas.

Biography[ edit ] Although he was born in Cologne in , his parents moved to Vienna in , and Eric Voegelin
eventually studied at the University of Vienna. The advisers on his dissertation were Hans Kelsen and Othmar
Spann. After his habilitation there in he taught political theory and sociology. He published two books on race
theory in Contrary to what Voegelin later suggested in his Autobiographical Reflections, [7] these books do
not criticise the race ideology as such â€” they merely criticise certain variants of race ideology while
advocating others. Both books were well received in Nazi Germany. Only from did Voegelin begin to see
National Socialism as a real danger. As a result of the Anschluss of Austria with Germany in Voegelin was
fired from his job. Narrowly avoiding arrest by the Gestapo, and after a brief stay in Switzerland, he arrived in
the United States. He was a member of the Philadelphia Society. Voegelin published scores of books, essays,
and reviews in his lifetime. An early work was Die politischen Religionen ; The Political Religions , on
totalitarian ideologies as political religions due to their structural similarities to religion. He wrote the
multi-volume English-language Order and History, which began publication in and remained incomplete at the
time of his death 29 years later. His Charles Walgreen lectures, published as The New Science of Politics, is
sometimes seen as a prolegomenon to this series, and remains his best known work. He left many manuscripts
unpublished, including a history of political ideas, which has since been published in eight volumes. The first
three volumes, Israel and Revelation, The World of the Polis, and Plato and Aristotle, appeared in rapid
succession in and and focused on the evocations of order in the ancient Near East and Greece. Voegelin then
encountered difficulties which slowed down the publication. This, combined with his university administrative
duties and work related to the new institute, meant that seventeen years separated the fourth from the third
volume. His new concerns were indicated in the German collection Anamnesis: Zur Theorie der Geschichte
und Politik. The fourth volume, The Ecumenic Age, appeared in It broke with the chronological pattern of the
previous volumes by investigating symbolizations of order ranging in time from the Sumerian King List to
Hegel. Although transcendence can never be fully defined or described, it may be conveyed in symbols. A
particular sense of transcendent order serves as a basis for a particular political order. A philosophy of
consciousness can therefore become a philosophy of politics. Insights may become fossilised as dogma.
Voegelin is more interested in the ontological issues that arise from these experiences than the epistemological
questions of how we know that a vision of order is true or not. For Voegelin, the essence of truth is trust. All
philosophy begins with experience of the divine. Since God is experienced as good, one can be confident that
reality is knowable. As Descartes would say, God is not a deceiver. Given the possibility of knowledge,
Voegelin holds there are two modes: Visions of order belong to the latter category. The truth of any vision is
confirmed by its orthodoxy, by what Voegelin jokingly calls its lack of originality. Voegelin often invents
terms or uses old ones in new ways. However, there are patterns in his work with which the reader can quickly
become familiar. He defined gnosis as "a purported direct, immediate apprehension or vision of truth without
the need for critical reflection; the special gift of a spiritual and cognitive elite. Relying as it does on a claim to
gnosis, gnosticism considers its knowledge not subject to criticism. Gnosticism may take transcendentalizing
as in the case of the Gnostic movement of late antiquity or immanentizing forms as in the case of Marxism. He
identified the root of the Gnostic impulse as alienation , that is, a sense of disconnection from society and a
belief that this lack is the result of the inherent disorder, or even evil, of the world. This alienation has two
effects: The first is the belief that the disorder of the world can be transcended by extraordinary insight,
learning, or knowledge, called a Gnostic Speculation by Voegelin the Gnostics themselves referred to this as
gnosis. The second is the desire to implement and or create a policy to actualize the speculation, or
Immanentize the Eschaton , i. According to Voegelin the Gnostics are really rejecting the Christian eschaton
of the kingdom of God and replacing it with a human form of salvation through esoteric ritual or practice. This
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stands in contrast to a notion of redemption that is achieved through the reconciliation of mankind with the
divine. Marxism therefore qualifies as "gnostic" because it purports that we can establish the perfect society on
earth once capitalism has been overthrown by the "proletariat". Likewise, Nazism is seen as "gnostic" because
it posits that we can achieve utopia by attaining racial purity, once the master race has freed itself of the
racially inferior and the degenerate. In the two cases specifically analyzed by Voegelin, the totalitarian
impulse is derived from the alienation of the individuals from the rest of society. As a result, there is very little
regard for the welfare of those who are harmed by the resulting politics, which ranges from coercive to
calamitous e. Immanentize the eschaton One of his most quoted passages by such figures as William F. The
problem of an eidos in history, hence, arises only when a Christian transcendental fulfillment becomes
immanentized. Such an immanentist hypostasis of the eschaton , however, is a theoretical fallacy. As it is later
then immanentized or manifest in modernity in the wake of Joachim of Fiore and in the various ideological
movements outlined in his works. Which is to have an understanding and control over reality that makes
Mankind as powerful as the role of God in reality. Voegelin was arguing from a Hellenistic position that good
gnosis is derived from pistis faith and that the pagan tradition made a false distinction between faith and
noesis. Furthermore, this dualist perspective was the very essence of gnosticism via the misuse of Noema and
caused a destructive division between the internal and external world in human consciousness. To reconcile
the internal subjective and external objective world of consciousness was the restoration of order. The belief
that the disorder of the world can be transcended by extraordinary insight, learning, or knowledge, called a
Gnostic Speculation by Voegelin the Gnostics themselves referred to this as gnosis. The desire to create and
implement a policy to actualize the speculation, or as Voegelin described it, to Immanentize the Eschaton , to
create a sort of heaven on earth within history by triggering the apocalypse [ citation needed ]. However,
interspersed in his writings is the idea of a spiritual recovery of the primary experiences of divine order. He
did not speculate on the institutional forms in which a spiritual recovery might take place, but expressed
confidence that the current year cycle of secularism would come to an end because, as he stated, "you cannot
deny the human forever. Later at an informal talk given at University College, Dublin, Ireland in , [25]
Voegelin suggested the Soviet Union might collapse by because of its failure to succeed in its domestic
commitments and external political challenges. Bermann Fischer , Stockholm
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Chapter 3 : Champlin B. Heilman (Foreword of Robert B. Heilman and Eric Voegelin)
Heilman and Voegelin first became acquainted around , when Voegelin delivered a guest lecture for the political science
department at Louisiana State University. At that time, Heilman was teaching in the English department at LSU along
with Robert Penn Warren and Cleanth Brooks.
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"This collection of letters exchanged between Robert B. Heilman and Eric Voegelin records a friendship that lasted more
than forty years. These scholars, both giants in their own fields, shared news of family and events, academic gossip,
personal and professional vicissitudes, academic successes, and, most important, ideas.".

University of Missouri Press Format Available: One of the most original political philosophers of the period,
Voegelin has largely avoided ideological labels or categorizations of his work. Because of this, however, and
because no one work or volume of his can do justice to his overall project, his work has been seen as difficult
to approach. This led to the writing of his magnum opus, the five-volume Order and History â€” This section
of the Reader includes his introductions to volumes 1, 2 and 4 and his most essential accounts of the
theoretical requirements and historical scope of a philosophy of history adequate to present-day scholarship
and historical discoveries. In the course of his career, Voegelin came to understand that political science,
political philosophy, and philosophy of history must have as their theoretical nucleus a sound philosophical
anthropology based on an accurate philosophy of human consciousness. The next set of writings consists of
one late lecture and four late essays that exemplify how Voegelin recovers the wisdom of classical philosophy
and the Western religious tradition while criticizing modern misrepresentations of consciousness. During his
philosophical journey, Voegelin addressed the historical situatedness of human existence, explicating the
historicity of human consciousness in a manner that gave full due to the challenges of acknowledging both
human immersion in the story of history and the ability of consciousness to arrive at philosophically valid
truths about existence that are transhistorical. The essays in this final section present the culmination of his
philosophical meditation on history, consciousness, and reality. University Press of Kentucky Format
Available: In his earlier work on King Lear, Mr. Heilman combined a number of critical procedures to form a
new and important approach to Shakespearian criticism. His study of Othello displays the maturity of insight
and skill in analysis the years have brought him in developing his critical method. Heilman takes account of
stage effects; he traces out literal and symbolic meanings; he analyzes plot relationships; he examines
characters in terms of both their psychological and their moral situations, and style in relation to both character
and meaning. He traces some effects due to historical meanings which have now been lost by certain words,
and he tries to measure the impact of the drama upon, and its significance for, the modern consciousness.
Heilman argues that Othello is at once "a play about love" and "a poem about love," and endeavors to find out
how the poetry modifies and even helps determine the nature of the whole. He looks at numerous aspects of
"action" physical activity, psychological movement, intellectual operations and "language" speech habits,
image types, recurrency in both literal and figurative language , and examines the essentially "dramatic"
function of all of these. He finds the dramatis personae interwoven in relationships which may be seen, from
one point of view, as "plot" and, from another, as the embodiment of complex themes. He treats Othello and
Iago as figures that are not only fitted to a given stage but also represent permanent aspects of humanity-Iago
with his "strategies against the spiritual order" and Othello with his "readiness in the victim. Robert Bechtold
Heilman Language: Univ of Washington Pr Format Available: This collection of the letters of one of the great
literary figures of the 20th century includes exchanges with more than correspondents, among them Saul
Bellow, Malcolm Cowley, Charles Johnson, Bernard Malamud, and William Carlos Williams. During his
tenure at the University of Washington from to , Heilman transformed the English Department into a national
center for poetry, exhibited courage in defending academic freedom during the McCarthy Era, and struggled
with the volatile campus politics of the s.
Chapter 5 : Eric Voegelin - Wikipedia
Robert B. Heilman: His Life in Letters () (edited by Edward Alexander, Richard Dunn, and Paul Jaussen) Robert B.
Heilman Prize [ edit ] Heilman contributed for 60 years to the Sewanee Review, and was an advisory editor for nearly 30
years.
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Chapter 7 : Download Robert B. Heilman And Eric Voegelin: A Friendship In Letters,
Robert B. Heilman and Eric Voegelin A Friendship in Letters [ Entries have been added here that are not found in the
printed edition. They are.

Chapter 8 : Eric Voegelin: A Recollection - VoegelinView
Robert B. Heilman and Eric Voegelin. A Friendship in Letters, Charles R. Embry.

Chapter 9 : Robert B. Heilman, Author at VoegelinView
by Robert Bechtold Heilman, Mr. Charles R Embry (Editor), Champlin B Heilman (Foreword by) + Add to Wishlist This
collection of letters exchanged between Robert B. Heilman and Eric Voegelin records a friendship that lasted more than
forty years.
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