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Henry, Jessie, Violet, and Benny. In the version of the tale, the children are orphaned in the first few pages; in
the heavily revised and simplified revision, they have evidently been orphaned for some time. In the version,
the children are already homeless and wandering around at the start of the story. The baker and his wife plan
to take the three elder children, who are old enough to be helpful in the bakery, but to send the youngest,
Benny to an orphanage. Finding an abandoned boxcar, the children start a new life of work. Henry ends up
working in a nearby town called Silver City for a young doctor called Dr. Moore in order to earn money for
food and other things they need. Unbeknownst to the children, by that time the doctor knows very well who
they are and where they are living; indeed, he has been keeping a discreet eye on them for weeks. When Violet
becomes ill, however, he feels it is time to do so. Their grandfather, James Henry Alden, is a steel baron who
comes at once to see them. The children warm to his kindness and are surprised but delighted when they
eventually learn that he is their much-feared grandfather. They go to live with him after all, and he has the
boxcar transferred to his backyard for their enjoyment. Main characters[ edit ] The characters are named here
as they are in the revised edition of the original book, and its sequels. The family name in the original edition
is Cordyce rather than Alden. Henry also shows a knack for repairing things and is a natural athlete. Jess in the
original edition is usually 12 years old and is the oldest sister. She often acts motherly towards Benny and
Violet and even Henry. She is often responsible for cooking. Jessie is described as being very tidy and
organized. She is sometimes called Jess, but is mostly referred to as Jessie. She is not afraid of anything,
adores the color blue, and is very strong. She is the most sensitive of the children and is skillful at painting and
sewing. She can frequently win over grouchy characters and is good with animals. Violet is often very shy and
loves playing the violin. Her favorite color is violet or purple and she often wears one of those colors. She is
the shyest of all the children. As well, she sometimes helps with Jessie to take care of Benny. He celebrates his
seventh birthday in Surprise Island but after that is always referred to as 6 years old. Benny is known for his
love of all food and the cracked pink cup he found in the dump. His endearingly childish qualities and
comments make him a favorite amongst young readers. He is very ecstatic. He acted as a "watchdog" when
they lived in the boxcar and protected them. Watch was originally owned by a wealthy lady but ran away and
was adopted by the Alden children. The lady was so charmed by the children that she permitted them to keep
him. Watch is a Wire Fox Terrier , and the children found him while Henry was away at work. He had a thorn
in his paw, and Jessie removed it. Because of this, he became known as her dog. He takes care of the kids after
the death of their parents. McAllister in the original edition is the man who gave Henry a job and checked
Violet when she was ill. Secondary characters[ edit ] Soo Lee: She is the cousin of the boxcar children. Her
husband was first seen in the third book of the series. Called both, but mostly cousins Joe was first seen in the
second book of the series, Surprise Island. They moved to a new house in the Mystery of the Singing Ghost.
They adopted Soo Lee from Korea. Aunt Jane and Uncle Andy: Aunt Jane was once unkind, but was changed
in Mystery Ranch, the fourth book of the series. This section does not cite any sources. Please help improve
this section by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed.
November Learn how and when to remove this template message In April , the animated film The Boxcar
Children was released. Moore is voiced by J. The film is also available on DVD. Tropez International Film
Festival. The film was released by Entertainment One. Streaming and TV rights were sold exclusively to
Netflix on October 4, The film was directed and produced by Daniel Chuba and Mark A. The executive
producer was Maureen Sargent Gorman. A sequel film The Boxcar Children: Surprise Island was originally
planned to be released in fall List of Boxcar Children novels After the first novel, the children become
amateur sleuths, and the subsequent series involves the children solving various mysteries and occasionally
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traveling to other locations as they do so. They stumble across a mystery no matter where they are, whether on
vacation or in their own backyard. They usually solve the mystery with very little adult intervention, although
adults are present in the novel the author said she wrote about mostly-unsupervised children because that
would appeal to children. Some of the mysteries border on the supernatural, although the practical Henry and
Jessie always find the practical reason for anything that appears other-worldly. Most of the mysteries involve
thefts and usually involve the Alden children helping someone they know. As of [update] , there are mysteries
and 21 specials in the series. As she wrote the story, Warner read it to her classes and rewrote it many times so
the words were easy to understand. Some of her pupils spoke other languages at home and were just learning
English, so The Boxcar Children gave them a fun story that was easy to read. Warner once wrote that the
original book "raised a storm of protest from librarians who thought the children were having too good a time
without any parental control! That is exactly why children like it!
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Owen, they write a group account of the pumpkin life cycle, and then work independently on their writing. Go
to this unit. The students, many of whom are from China, Vietnam, and other Asian countries, focus on print
and "what good readers do. Sinnett guides them through independent writing in their personal journals. These
routines and classroom management techniques provide a consistent structure for student learning. Building
Oral Language In a full-day kindergarten class in Boston, Massachusetts, Cindy Wilson and her bilingual aide
promote oral language development and individual responsibility. The Chinese- and English-speaking students
take leadership roles as "Room Readers and Writers," guiding classmates through daily routines and gathering
useful information for the class. Thalia Learns the Details student case study In the beginning of the school
year, Thalia Valdez is just beginning to get excited about letters. With the support and guidance of her teacher,
Jim St. Clair, Thalia steadily learns the details of the basics of reading and writing such as one-to-one word
correspondence, letter sounds, and left-to-right text. She uses her fine motor skills in adding text to her
inventive drawings. Assessment-Driven Instruction Hildi Perez is a first-grade teacher and reading specialist at
an urban public school in Boston, Massachusetts with a diverse student population. She uses formal and
informal assessments to help her make instructional decisions both for the class and for individuals. She
assesses her students individually as readers throughout the year using a developmental reading assessment.
She tracks the progress of the entire class as they work their way through a sequence of leveled books. At the
beginning of first grade, Cassandra uses many visual clues to decode stories, but needs work on
comprehension to achieve greater fluency. With a variety of literacy activities and reading practice both at
home and at school, Cassandra and her teacher see her progress toward becoming an independent reader.
Students interact with a talking puppet or are contestants in the Word Wall Game Show. Evans balances skill
development â€” phonemic awareness, phonics, and sight word identification â€” with authentic reading and
writing tasks to encourage a love of learning. Students revisit poetry charts, read decodable texts in guided
reading groups, and write in their journals about a challenging, read-aloud chapter book. Promoting Readers
As Leaders Valerie Kostandos believes all her first-grade students in Melrose, Massachusetts should take on
the role of leader. This contributes to a learning climate where students see themselves as readers, writers, and
leaders who manage their classroom routines. They take attendance, help each other discover the motivation of
a character in a text, and make decisions about when they need support in reading. Kostandos makes sure
students understand the purpose behind each lesson. Her students have a broad range of reading levels. Pursley
uses a workshop approach to meet individual needs and provide many choices for learning. Over the course of
six months, she works with him on decoding and comprehension, giving him books for both guided and
independent reading that present a strong challenge. Staying on Topic Martha Duran-Contreras is a bilingual
second-grade teacher from Santa Monica, California with many racially mixed and bilingual students. She
provides each child with individualized instruction, reviewing their progress and helping them to set goals and
identify steps toward achieving those goals. We see her work with individual students during an independent
writing activity where each student is challenged to "stay on topic. She also builds literacy learning strategies
into every classroom activity.
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