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Illusion is all about distraction. The magician aims to capture your attention long enough to perform their
trick. The same applies to a field of social science called Public Health. As an example, the prevalence rate of
problem gambling on poker machines is falling, affecting less than 1 per cent of the adult population. These
so-called academics have conjured up new problems to keep themselves in a job. A recent court case shows
their efforts so far have been built on a foundation of moral beliefs and personal opinion, masquerading as
academic fact. The case was brought by Shonica Guy, a self-confessed former problem gambler from
Adelaide. Her claim, in brief, was "the machine made me do it". In her corner were a handful of public health
academics, whose expert testimony was designed to establish that poker machines are misleading and
deceptive, causing addiction. They argued providing the machines to the public was unconscionable conduct.
Anti-gambling activists like Tim Costello had been falling over themselves in excitement that the court would
rule in their favour, creating the moral imperative for governments to act. But, one by one, the academics were
un-masked. One wonders how someone with such views can have any academic objectivity, but the public
health advocate needs none of that. He has presented himself as an expert on addiction in numerous media
comments and to various Parliamentary inquiries into poker machines. Yet while attempting to tender
evidence about the addictive nature of poker machines to the Federal Court, he admitted he had no expertise
on addiction or neurobiology. His experience is in social theory and economic history. You may recall his
infamous line, spread far and wide via the media, that he believes poker machines are as addictive as cocaine?
The fact is he has no qualifications to say anything of the sort and he is without the objective independence to
assert it. Exposed during cross-examination as a plagiarist, including from that repository of expertise
Wikipedia, Professor Yucel was found to lack the credibility to undermine the legal activity of playing a poker
machine. Their weakness displayed by the court, the illusion has now been broken; the anti-gambling industry
are without academic substance and revealed as purveyors of fear and misinformation. It is time to prise these
masters of deception off the public teat and let them pay for their own moral crusades.
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Let us rise up. With one hand the magician diverts the attention of the observer to a specific hand whilst with
the other hand they manipulate a certain item or situation so as to create the illusion of magic, a super natural
occurrence. In other words, a tactical diversion serves to distract attention elsewhere so that the mind is tricked
and deceived into believing that an illusionary occurrence represents some new form of an unknown reality.
For what every man wishes, that he also believes to be true. Please give special consideration to the following
quotes from some of the top operatives and observers of the magic of deception created by the new world
order. There must be the portrayal of external menace. To look at it from their point of view, they are historic
actors who are beyond good and evil, who must stimulate the American people to a necessary geostrategic
adventure by any means necessary. May, a former Army military intelligence and public affairs officer, Once
an official story is in place, thought and the investigation is precluded. Any formal inquiry that is convened
serves to buttress the already provided explanation. This program would require massive expenditures,
perhaps as much as a trillion dollars, and this could not be expected from Congress â€” except in response to
an attack as massive and frightening as Pearl Harbor. For a simplistic blast truck bomb, of the size and
composition reported, to be able to reach out on the order of 60 feet and collapse a reinforced column base the
size of column A7 is beyond credulityâ€¦ There was a massive cover-up of immense proportions. Partin, in
charge of U. Air Force munitions design and testing, in a report on the Murrah building bombing [Oklahoma
City ]. This was a government-ordered operation. Bush personally signed the order. He personally authorized
the attacks. He is guilty of treason and mass murder. So there are plenty of ingenious minds out there that are
at work finding ways in which they can wreak terror upon other nations. They say Muslims are terrorists, but
it just so happens that terrorists are Made in America. The global war on terrorism is a fabrication, a big lie
and a crime against humanity. In the United States, every single terrorist incident we have had has been a false
flag, or has been an informant pushed on by the FBI. In fact, we now have citizens taking out restraining
orders against FBI informants that are trying to incite terrorism. So we know that this happens in countries
around the world. In fact its kind of crazy not to. In this way, the system, and those who own, run and
manipulate the agenda of a new world order, are insured that the sleeping giant of society stays forever
unconscious and undisturbed. Happily entertained, the giant continues to sleep from an electronically induced
coma which streams from all manners of telecommunicated sports, drama and advertisements. This constant
media infusion is intentionally designed to hypnotize humanity into running on a monstrous and ever spinning
hamster wheel of illusion and unconscious consumerism. As long as humanity spins on the wheel of delusion
the puppet masters control the addictive drip from which people are seduced and attached by the world of the
material and unreal. Therefore, until each of us awaken to our true potential by first putting the spiritual
oxygen mask on ourselves to breathe in with a greater clarity of love, compassion and forgiveness for the self
then we will continue to remain asleep and unconsciously serve the tactical diversions and false flag
deceptions that keep us separated and at war. In such a sleepwalking and delusional state we reactively project
our programmed craziness onto other people, all creatures and our planet, so as to harm them just as we do to
ourselves. In this realized state we are whole and inspired to create a true and lasting legacy of peace on earth.
You seeâ€¦One person cannot give to another what he or she does not first have for themselves. Peace from
emotional disorders and physical disease, peace between cultures and on our planet are inextricably linked to
our ability to first find love and peace within ourselves. Which, Jesus later states: Truly, the greatest gift you
have to give is that of your own self-transformation.
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Share via Email Le Bon-vivant postcard anonymous. Werner Nekes Collection In the medieval Christian
tradition, the devil is a mimic, an actor, a performance artist, and he imitates the wonders of nature and the
divine work of creation. Unlike God, he can only conjure visions as illusions, as he did when, in the person of
Mephistopheles, he summoned the pageant of the deadly sins for Doctor Faustus and then seduced him with
the appearance of Helen of Troy. Conjurors mimic his tricks: In the midth century, when the Jesuit polymath
Athanasius Kircher began experimenting with shadows, lenses and reflections, he made images of devils with
pitchforks, Mister Death brandishing his scythe, a soul burning in purgatory and other supernatural scenes, as
if the new technology inevitably involved phantasms and spectres. Optical illusions are not supernatural,
however, as Kircher was intent on demonstrating through his experiments. But illusions also kept disrupting
the boundaries between reality and fantasy. Demonstrating tricks of perception, especially through the use of
mirrors the art of catoptrics , Kircher showed how he could manipulate the natural properties of light and play
on the limits of human faculties to create seductive and wonderful delusions. Running through the history of
magic and the anxiety that it stirred runs a parallel history of optics: The collection that Werner Nekes has
made over the past 30 years, displayed in the coming Hayward Gallery exhibition Eyes, Lies and Illusion,
gives a fascinating insight into the enchanted enigma of appearances, and into the history of optical
investigation into these mysteries. His assorted wonders of instruments, images, machines, toys, illusions and
effects span more than four centuries of human ingenuity and invention at its most lively, ranging from an
exquisite prism said to have belonged to the philosopher Blaise Pascal to an automated flip
book-cum-peepshow of a female dancer dimpling and flirting. Trying to enhance human physical capacities
with lenses and apparatus of various kinds has been a strong motive behind optical inventions. But the desire
to reproduce mental imagining has been an equally powerful engine behind inquiries into the working of eye
and brain. Robert Fludd, an Oxford philosopher and esoteric neoplatonist of the generation before Kircher,
imagined the "eye of the imagination" as a prototype film projector, beaming images on to a screen floating in
virtual space, somewhere at the back of the eyes. Descartes declared, "First, it is the soul that sees, not the eye
But optics also reflects ideas about consciousness at any given period; it expresses the potential of the inward
eye for every generation, the concepts of cognition and mental projection, and the tendency of the mind to
assemble random marks into intelligible data. In , the landscape painter Alexander Cozens advised fellow
artists to follow the promptings of fantasy and create images from blots of ink on crumpled paper: Leonardo
was in fact quoting his fellow artist, Botticelli: Werner Nekes has a rare album of filled with drawings of imps
and devils that were doodled by workmen following the drips and splashes of coffee on the walls they were
plastering. These discoveries led to the society of surveillance on the one hand, and of mass media on the
other. But it is also the case that new technologies created a mass of popular illusions that no longer alarmed
their consumers, but amused them hugely. These were diversions and spectacles, and they were pure pleasure.
In , John Ayrton Paris created the thaumatrope from Greek "wonder" combined with "motion" , a round disc
threaded on a string with one picture on one side and another on the reverse; when the disc was spun, the
images merged. The thaumatrope was crucial to the development of moving pictures, which would eventually
give the impression of life itself flowing past when projected on to a screen at the rate of 24 frames a second.
Phantasmagoria shows began touring Europe at the end of the 18th century. In the wake of the Terror in
France, the brilliant impresario, balloonist and cinematic pioneer Etienne-Gaspard Robertson inaugurated the
thrills of the horror movies when he projected spectres on to smoke - including the severed head of Danton,
then a recent victim of the guillotine. The Victorian audience was travelling vicariously in the footsteps of
explorers who continued to open up continents: Many different kinds of shows revealed worlds near and far
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through spectacular illusions. From here, where Hornor bivouacked for the time it took, he made a degree
picture of London. He used a telescope to examine details, and calculated the perspective to position the
viewer convincingly in the scene. In Edinburgh in , Maria Theresa Short, daughter of an optical instrument
maker, created one of the very first popular public camera obscuras. It is still there, on Castle Hill, and it
captures through a periscope and angled lenses the thronged scenes of the streets below, projected by light
rays alone onto a white convex dish. The projection is still an astonishing effect, and it brings into being, with
no more magic than a series of angled lenses, ancient dreams of summoning absent sights through gazing into
a bowl of water or an oracular mirror. Optical media of communication available today have opened paths to
new forms of beauty in reflection and projection, distortion and illusion. The taming of illusion through deeper
understanding and ever more ingenious techniques of simulation has only been partial. There has remained
something stubbornly weird about the images optical devices can create, especially with the advent of cinema
when they became so clever at producing the appearance of the real. However, as we move nearer our era, his
artefacts and devices reveal how the media of visual trickery, deception and illusion move away from
scientific scrutiny towards distraction, leisure and entertainment. At the same time, the perfection of visual
technologies has destabilised experience until we cannot be sure if we are not the dreamers but the dreamed, as
in a recursive fable by Jorge Luis Borges. On television in the US, footage sometimes carries the heading
"Metaphorical Images" to warn that the film does not communicate what is actually occurring. As The Matrix
films dramatise, illusion has turned us into wanderers in "the desert of the real".
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Several descriptive words are used to reveal to us its true nature. Get more of our great articles. Contending for
superiority by reason of honors arising from memorable deeds or qualities, or from parentage or relationship,
and other things relating to themselves or their ancestors; also: In other words, the life of this world is a
provision that is deceptive. It can be used to achieve the best end i. Analysis of their meanings clearly reveals
that indeed, the life of this world is such that it makes a believer lose focus of the Hereafter. Consider this â€”
games are fun to play. They cause us to get really involved in them, whether as participants, or as onlookers.
When anyone is involved in a game as a participant, whether he is playing outside, or playing a computer
game indoors, he is distracted perhaps from more pending matters that require his attention. So the people left,
and only twelve men remained. With this perfect simile in mind, we can see why Allah has used this word to
refer to the life of this world. It can easily distract us, with its short-term goals, from the more important
objective of success in the Hereafter. This could include everything that falls under the umbrella of natural
beauty e. Anything that can cause a person to become proud in and of themselves, can be boasted about.
Similarly, several people display their honors, awards and plaques in their drawing rooms or offices, where
they receive guests. This usually starts when a person enters their twenties and beyond, which is a time in their
lives when they get married, start having children, and also start earning money through their careers. It is
interesting how Allah has combined two of the words He has used in this verse of Surah Al-Hadid to describe
the life of this world, in another verse in the Quran: That is, in reality, the same thing that happens to everyone
and everything during the life of this world. Moreover, every inanimate thing also goes into decline: The list is
endless.
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Also, you may live in a cartoon. Magicians rely on illusions, but there are illusions everywhere, and we all
have them. Copperfield, whose real name is David Kotkin, is famed for illusions including making the Statue
of Liberty disappear and walking through the Great Wall of China. Accidents notwithstanding, all of the above
are doing fine. But a scam uses smoke and mirrors for a more criminal purpose: Scams can happen in person,
on the internet, or anywhere one person is tricking the other into spending money on nothing. You could call a
lie a deception, but the term covers more than just verbal deceit. Impersonating someone is a deception: We
tried to keep you close, but all that did was hone your skills in deception. To bamboozle is to confuse, perplex,
and baffle. This word boggles your mind so badly you might not even realize your bam got boozled. She was
bamboozled, he said, into withdrawing, at first, a few small sums of money, and then several large ones, by
the suspect who told the woman her money needed to be ritually cleansed. To be befuddled is to be confused.
People get befuddled all the time: Kentucky then switched to a zone that befuddled the Bruins and triggered a
surge for the Wildcats that pulled them into a tie. Magicians mystify in a good way; devious politicians and
scammers mystify in a bad way. Many things can be mystifying, such as the origin to a disease, the culprit
behind a carefully orchestrated crime, and the question of life in outer space. The term prestidigitator, often
refers to a juggler. The political mainstream prevaricates, muddles and contradicts itself. In the case of
magicians, a confederate is also an audience member secretly working with the magician.
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Misdirectionâ€”manipulating the spectator away from the cause of a magic effectâ€”is widely considered a central
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misdirection and misdirection is magic" (Hugard, , p. ), and "[m]isdirection is the.

Find articles by Gustav Kuhn Hugo A. Caffaratti Find articles by Hugo A. Rensink Find articles by Ronald A.
Received Sep 4; Accepted Nov The use, distribution or reproduction in other forums is permitted, provided
the original author s or licensor are credited and that the original publication in this journal is cited, in
accordance with accepted academic practice. No use, distribution or reproduction is permitted which does not
comply with these terms. This article has been cited by other articles in PMC. Abstract Magicians use
misdirection to prevent you from realizing the methods used to create a magical effect, thereby allowing you
to experience an apparently impossible event. Magicians have acquired much knowledge about misdirection,
and have suggested several taxonomies of misdirection. These describe many of the fundamental principles in
misdirection, focusing on how misdirection is achieved by magicians. In this article we review the strengths
and weaknesses of past taxonomies, and argue that a more natural way of making sense of misdirection is to
focus on the perceptual and cognitive mechanisms involved. Our psychologically-based taxonomy has three
basic categories, corresponding to the types of psychological mechanisms affected: Each of these categories is
then divided into subcategories based on the mechanisms that control these effects. But whilst many books
and articles have been written on it, a clear understanding of this concept remains elusive Lamont and
Wiseman, This paper attempts to provide such an understanding. It will review previous work on this topic,
attempt to determine the psychological mechanisms involved, and suggest a taxonomy based on these
mechanisms, one that can help guide when and where misdirection might be best employed. Several
taxonomies of misdirection have been suggested previously; these are useful for identifying and describing
many of the fundamental principles involved. Most of these taxonomies have focused on the particular ways
that misdirection can be achieved. In contrast, we propose that a more natural, less arbitrary way of making
sense of misdirection is by emphasizing as much as possible the underlying psychological mechanisms. In
order to get a better sense of which mechanisms these might be, we will first attempt to define misdirection
more precisely 1. It has also been suggested that misdirection is not simply about directing attention away
from the cause of a magic effect, but toward something interesting, which again prevents the spectator from
noticing the method Wonder, A distraction that prevents people from experiencing an effectâ€”whether by
manipulating perception, memory, or reasoningâ€”is clearly futile Lamont and Wiseman, Misdirection is also
ineffective if it allows people to see or work out the method, since a key aspect of magic is the witnessing of
an event that is apparently impossible. If people become aware of the misdirection, the impossible becomes
possible, and the magic disappears Pareras, Another important feature of misdirection is that the principles
used should be counterintuitive. For example, attentional misdirection is particularly effective when it exploits
our incorrect assumptions about perception. Phenomena such as change blindness and inattentional blindness
strongly suggest that instead of being dense and complete, our visual representations are relatively sparse, with
attention being the critical element in visual awareness Rensink, , Our surprise at violations of these
assumptions illustrates the gap between what we believe about our perceptual systems and their actual
operation Levin et al. Whilst central to magic, misdirection is also used in many other domains. Politicians are
often accused of misdirecting the attention of the public away from bad news, and military generals
occasionally use misdirection e. Although misdirection is not used in these examples to create a magical
effect, many of the principles are the same, e. Why do we need a taxonomy? Over the years, magicians have
acquired vast amounts of useful knowledge about effective misdirection. Although much of this knowledge
has been discussed in theoretical articles and books, it tends to be described only in the context of individual
magic tricks; making sense ofâ€”or even just accessingâ€”this knowledge is often challenging for both
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magicians and non-magicians alike. One way to handle this is via a taxonomy. These are central to many
scientific domains, aiding our understanding in fields such as chemistry, biology, and even mineralogy. If we
intend to truly understand any aspect of magicâ€”including misdirectionâ€”a taxonomy must be a crucial part
of this endeavor Rensink and Kuhn, under review. Previous taxonomies of misdirection were developed from
the perspective of magic performance Leech, ; Ascanio, ; Randal, ; Bruno, ; Sharpe, , or were based on rather
informal psychological principles Lamont and Wiseman, The central aim of our effort is to develop a more
rigorous and less subjective system, one based as much as possible on known psychological mechanisms.
Among other things, this approach can help draw more direct links between practical principles and current
scientific understanding of the human mind. Previous taxonomies of misdirection Magicians and scholars have
written about misdirection for centuries; a full history of this is beyond the scope of the discussion here.
Instead, we will simply review several of the more popular taxonomies which have been proposed; in
particular, we review those based on relatively abstract principles, so as to highlight those principles to
non-magicians. Note that some of these taxonomies describe the same principles using different names.
Magical Atmosphere In Arturo de Ascanio published a book which changed the way magic was understood.
Ascanio was not the first to do so e. This set uses what Ascanio called the Principle of Coverage. In the words
of Ascanio: Ascanio highlighted not only the importance of understanding the psychology of the spectator
misdirection, timing, etc.
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Types[ edit ] Dummy airbase and mock aircraft Broadly, military deception may take both strategic and
tactical forms. Deception across a strategic battlefield was uncommon until the modern age particularly in the
world wars of the 20th century , but tactical deception on individual battlefields dates back to early history.
The use of military camouflage , especially on a large scale, is a form of deception. Feigned retreat Leading
the enemy, through a false sense of security, into a pre-positioned ambush. Strategic envelopment A small
force distracts the enemy while a much larger force moves to attack from the rear. A favoured tactic of
Napoleon. You may improve this article , discuss the issue on the talk page. February Learn how and when to
remove this template message Deception has been a part of warfare from the dawn of history. At first it fell to
individual commanders to develop tactical deception on the battlefield. It was not until the modern era that
deception was organised at a high strategic level, as part of entire campaigns or wars. Hannibal , widely
recognised as one of the finest military commanders in history, made extensive use of deception in his
campaigns. The Ancient Greeks were noted for several forms of tactical deception. They certainly invented
smoke screens during the Peloponnesian War and later stories refer to the famous Trojan horse which allowed
them to defeat Troy. Caesar camped overnight in a wood; when departing the following day he left a third of
his force behind, splitting down the remainder to appear as his full strength. Once the coast was clear, the
hidden forces rebuilt a smashed crossing and established a bridgehead. Nevertheless, ancient Rome professed
to generally despise the tactic. The chivalrous countries in western Europe considered the tactic to be
underhanded, whilst Eastern armies considered it a key skill: As a result, the much larger army of Goths fled
in panic on his approach. William the Conqueror appears to have used this tactic successfully during the Battle
of Hastings , but the actual events are disputed by scholars. Whatever the truth, the battle has at least been
used as a famous example of the tactic. Mongol warlords also made use of disinformation tactics, spreading or
encouraging rumours about the size and effectiveness of their forces. They even made use of visual deception;
cavalry often kept numerous reserve horses, which were mounted with straw dummies. On the battlefield, the
Mongols used many tactical deceptions, from lighting fires as a smokescreen to luring opponents into traps. In
, Sultan Baybars successfully captured the formidable Krak des Chevaliers by handing the besieged knights a
letter, supposedly from their commander, ordering them to surrender. It was, of course, faked, but the knights
duly capitulated. At around the same time, in England, the Welsh Tudors were seeking a revocation of the
price that Henry Percy had placed on their heads. Armies were, unlike the previous Roman legions , untrained
and unprepared. Military strategy was similarly ad hoc, and deception strategies varied in effectiveness across
the civilised world. In Discourses on Livy , a history of early Rome, he says: Although to use deception in any
action is detestable, nevertheless in waging war it is praiseworthy and brings fame: The British confidently
expected that Washington would find his position untenable and would surrender, bringing the Revolution to a
close. But Washington instead called for a flotilla of small boats to ferry his 9, troops across the river to the
relative safety of Manhattan Island under the cover of darkness. Washington ordered his troops to withdraw,
unit by unit, so that it did not appear that a general retreat was taking place. The wheels of the supply wagons
and gun carriages were wrapped in rags to muffle their noise and troops ordered to remain silent so as not to
alert the nearby British to any activity. Rear-guard units stayed behind to keep the campfires blazing through
the night to fool British scouts into thinking the colonial army was still there, until they too were withdrawn. A
morning fog helped Washington complete his retreat, with all 9, men ferried safely across the river. When the
British advanced, they were surprised to find the American force completely gone. Honeyman posed as a
pro-British Tory. Washington was able to move his army into a position from which he was able to defeat the
British at the Battle of Princeton in early Deception began to be used formally on the battlefield as well as in
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broader strategy. In response to a French request for terms of surrender, including safe passage home, Cawdor
replied; "The Superiority of the Force under my command, which is hourly increasing, must prevent my
treating upon any Terms short of your surrendering your whole Force Prisoners of War. However, the master
deceiver of this period was Napoleon Bonaparte , the French military commander and politician whose
strategies influenced much of modern warfare. Napoleon made significant use of tactical deception during his
campaigns and, later, of strategic deception. In , at the Battle of Lodi , he successfully achieved a crossing of
the River Po. The raiding party sailed into Tripoli harbor aboard the ketch USS Intrepid â€” itself a captured
former Tripolitan war vessel â€” which was disguised to look like a Maltese merchant vessel, flying British
colors. The pilot of the ship claimed to have lost its anchors in a storm and sought permission to tie up next to
the captured Philadelphia. When the two ships had tied up, Decatur and his crew overwhelmed the small force
guarding the vessel, using only swords and pikes, so as not to alert the Tripolitan authorities to their presence
by firing any gunshots. Unable to be sailed away, the Philadelphia was destroyed by Decatur and his crew,
who then safely escaped. In , following a series of harrying attacks along the Shenandoah valley , his army
marched in secret to attack forces under George B. McClellan at Richmond, Virginia. Jackson spread rumours
that he was heading in a different way and even sent engineers to survey the fictional route. His army was kept
under strict orders not to talk about or even know where it really was or going. Magruder during the Siege of
Yorktown in McClellan delayed advancing his army, allowing time for Confederate reinforcements to be
brought up. Fashioned to look like a real warship, even down to logs sticking out of the sides and painted to
resemble cannons. The huge craft was painted black to give it a sinister appearance and flying the pirate Jolly
Roger flag, was put on the water and floated downstream. It silently sailed in the night past Rebel shore
batteries, impervious to their gunfire and not returning their fire at all. News and exaggerated rumours of the
mysterious and seemingly indestructible super-ship quickly spread through Vicksburg and reached the
Confederate salvage crews working on the Indianola; in a panic, they halted their salvage efforts, instead just
blowing up the Indianola and abandoning the wreckage site, thus failing in their mission to salvage and reuse
the ship. When the giant dummy ship finally ran aground and was captured and inspected by the Confederates,
Southern newspapers got hold of the story and roundly criticized their military and naval authorities for having
been unable to tell the difference between a real warship and a fake one. Baden-Powell had been dispatched to
the North West province of South Africa shortly before the outbreak of war with orders to raise a small force
and conduct a harrying war against the Boer flanks to draw their forces away from key British positions on the
coast. So he bluffed entry to Mafeking by obtaining permission for an "armed guard in Mafeking to protect the
stores". As authorities had not specified the size of the guard, Baden-Powell moved his whole force into the
town, his first of many deceptions over the next year. The scale and audacity of his subsequent deceptions
made Baden-Powell a war hero in England. He knew the friend was dead and hoped the letter would fall into
Boer hands, which it did, and 1, troops sat uselessly watching the southern approaches for this fictional force.
At Mafeking Baden-Powell set up fake forts at some distance from the town; one marked as his own
headquarters soon drew enemy attention. He set locals to carrying boxes of "mines" around the town in fact,
they were full of sand , information which soon leaked back to the enemy. When "minefield" signs sprang up
around the town a short while later the Boers took it for granted they were real. Battlefields might contain
troops under several different commanders, and tactical deceptions could have unexpected effects. Because of
this, opportunities for an individual to undertake military deception declined. Throughout the First World War
deception began to shift to the strategic planners higher up the chain of command, and during the Second
World War deception planning departments sprung up in all of the major theaters. Allenby masked the
movement of three cavalry division from the eastern end of the front line to the western end on the
Mediterranean Sea , where the successful infantry breakthrough was exploited by the mounted divisions.
These divisions moved under cover of darkness to naturally camouflaged areas in olive and orange groves
behind the front line. Meanwhile, the remaining mounted division, reinforced with infantry, maintained the
illusion that the valley was fully garrisoned. In the vacated regimental lines the tents were left standing, fires
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were lit each night, and 15, dummy horses, made from canvas and stuffed with straw, wore real horse rugs and
nose bags. Every day mules dragged branches up and down the valley or the same horses were ridden back
and forth all day, as if taking the animals to water to generate thick clouds of dust. Only four of their aircraft
succeeded in crossing the lines during the period of concentration prior to Megiddo, as against over during one
week in June. Allenby was thereby able to concentrate a force, superior by five to one in infantry and even
more in artillery, on the Mediterranean flank opposing the Ottoman XXII Corps, where the main attack was
successfully made. Russian military deception Russian armour on marching through marshy and forested
terrain in the Vyborgâ€”Petrozavodsk Offensive , For example, the Field Regulations of the Red Army stated
that "Surprise has a stunning effect on the enemy. For this reason all troop operations must be accomplished
with the greatest concealment and speed. The result was that the Germans attacked Russian forces four times
stronger than they were expecting. The German general Friedrich von Mellenthin wrote "The horrible
counter-attacks, in which huge masses of manpower and equipment took part, were an unpleasant surprise for
us The most clever camouflage of the Russians should be emphasized again. Operation Camilla deceived the
Italians into thinking that the British intended to retake British Somaliland from the north with an amphibious
attack from Aden. However, instead of moving their troops to meet the potential amphibious landing, the
Italians withdrew into Eritrea and were in greater strength when the genuine attack occurred. Clarke thus
learned that the focus of military deception is not what you want the enemy to think but what you want him to
do. Steven Sykes built a dummy railhead to protect the real railhead at Misheifa for Operation Crusader.
British and American troops used false signals and double agents to deceive German intelligence as to the
location of the invasion. Dummy equipment played a negligible role as the Germans were unable to carry out
aerial reconnaissance over England. The Germans awaited the Pas-de-Calais landing for many weeks after the
real landings in Normandy, diverting several divisions from the battle for Normandy. The fleet proceeded in
secrecy, clinging to the foggy latitudes of the northern Pacific Ocean and maintaining radio silence as it
approached its target so as to avoid premature detection. The attack on Dec. In recent years, Japanese
researchers and historians have asserted that formal notice had not been given to the U. Army Air Forces B
bombers flying off of the U. Navy aircraft carrier USS Hornet was conducted under similar conditions of top
secrecy, resulting in a virtually complete element of surprise. The air crews were directed to not throw out
empty fuel cans or other debris from their planes in flight, lest such a trail of debris lead potential Japanese
pursuers back to the Hornet, and to make no markings on their maps for the same reason, lest those documents
fall into enemy hands. When President Franklin D. Roosevelt was asked by reporters after the raid where the
attacking planes had come from, he added to the mystery by playfully answering " Shangri-La " â€” the name
of the fictional utopia high in the Himalayas made popular in the novel Lost Horizon. Operation Anadyr The
months preceding the Cuban Missile Crisis involved a complex deception and denial campaign.
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Chapter 8 : Deception (TV Series ) - IMDb
Sleight of hand (also known as prestidigitation or legerdemain) refers to fine motor skills when used by performing artists
in different art forms to entertain or manipulate. It is closely associated with close-up magic, card magic, card flourishing
and stealing.

It tamed the world through reduplicating monopolies and tycoons where refuge is sought amidst chaos.
Suppose that Europe did not recognize the totalizing thrust of modern cultural industries? This discrepancy
allows the last degenerate flowerings of a few independent and creative intellects. The surplus of use
commodified. Anything misunderstood is faulted as deficient. People grow unaware of the lack of an
alternative, leading vehement competition to succeed among masses. The cultural industry submits at its own
precepts to the degradation of standards. Educated taste and expertise are villified for their claims to know
more thoroughly what everyone else acquires through experiencing. Profit enforced by its continuing
expansion. Management is the real stars for continuing this, apparently indefinitely. It looks Platonically
top-down, as though directed; the result of commodifying metaphors for relation. The culture industry so
makes art a distraction from the real busyness of repetitive innovation to dazzle consumers with progress in
re-substituting stale novelties of production: That is, the business of spectacle Entertainment as lure for
ever-increasing ostentation. In socializing its goods, the culture industry held by market forces purely subject
to demand. The difference between operational standard and leisure is gauged by amusement as distracting
delight of its boredom: An audience made voyeur of violence against the viewer in practice. Is this matter of
diversion or fulfillment? In name and image only does escapism condone the reality it purports to critique. In
freedom from terror or logic, that is, only. The impulsive lover emodies the heedless image of the culture
industry. Copulation is the depiction made so central as to lose focus. All needs must be possible as filled.
That the lies feel like satisfying. You take what are your givens: Plato would call this the false derivative of
mere imagistic illusion. In the age of liberal expansion, amusement lived on the unshaken belief in the future:
Today this belief is once more intellectualized; it becomes so faint that it loses sight of any goal and is little
more than a magic-lantern show for those with their backs to reality. Amusement itself becomes an ideal,
taking the place of the higher things of which it completely deprives the masses by repeating them in a manner
even more stereotyped than the slogans paid for by advertising interests. The culture industry turns it into an
open lie. In this sense amusement carries out that purgation of the emotions which Aristotle once attributed to
tragedy and Mortimer Adler now allows to movies.
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Chapter 9 : The Houdini Girl by Martyn Bedford
And thus we examine four common tactics of the devil. I. Deception - Jesus says The devil was a murderer from the
beginning he does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies he speaks according to his own
nature, he is a liar and the father of lies.

Since a recent documentary film based on the work of psychoanalytic anthropologist Ernest Becker, Flight
From Death: The Quest for Immortality http: Based primarily on the work of Otto Rank , , and Norman 0.
Like Pascal, Kierkegaard and others in the existentialist tradition who write of our constant need for diversion
from the dismal reality of our condition, Becker argues that our primary death anxiety necessarily and quite
literally drives us to distraction. Repression, if not imposed by civilization, would be self-imposed due to our
need to deny the body that, in a variety of ways, especially in its anal functions, is a constant reminder of the
mortality we cannot face. Society offers a range of possibilities for heroism in which death is denied and an
illusion of immortality constructed. The traditional psychoanalytic animus against Marxism here reaches a
new pitch of intensity as Becker asks what new distractions a revolutionary society would offer its liberated
proletarians to keep them from going mad. Following Rank, Becker offers an existential psychoanalytic
apology for religion as the least destructive form of the universal and necessary denial of death. Man needs his
illusions we are told. His situation is so terrible that without them he must go mad. The despairing
schizophrenic is in some ways more honest than we self-deceived and adjusted ones. In this view, the
fundamental contradiction undermining the therapeutic project of psychoanalysis lies in the fact that the
analysis of defences and illusions that is supposed to liberate us in reality exposes us to unbearable truths in
the face of which defences and illusions are indispensable. A decade before Becker worked out his
psychoanalytic version of melancholic existentialism, Peter Berger , had developed a sociological version.
Although Berger defined sociological consciousness as relativizing and inherently debunking, an application
of the "art of mistrust" characteristic of the Western "tradition of suspicion," his theoretical perspective failed
in its own terms in that it did not consistently practice the relativizing it advocated. While criticizing the
"epistemologically privileged position" adopted by others--e. Like Becker, Berger grounded his perspective
upon the theory of neoteny or postnatal foetalization, the image of man as the instinctless and world-open
animal. In this way, religion, the positing of a sacred cosmos, is seen as the fundamental support for the
precariously constructed social world that, in the face of secularization, is increasingly threatened with the
anomy underlying and perpetually threatening it. In reading both these authors one soon becomes aware of the
one-sided nature of their argumentation. Dismissing all positive attitudes toward human existence as founded
upon denial and illusion, they inevitably fail to question their own negative postulates. Why was Becker
unable to recognize the one-sidedness of his attitude of despair and disgust? Why was Berger unable to see
that anomy is itself another nomos--an interpretation of experience as vulnerable to relativization as any other?
If the psychoanalytic relativization of false claims to universal validity by tracing them to their origin in
particular attitudes of specific personalities was ever necessary, it is called for here. For while capturing many
valid insights into the dark side of the human condition, these perspectives become increasingly unreal in their
exclusive adherence to a one-sided construction of reality. For the same symbolic consciousness that awakens
us to a knowledge of our separateness and ultimate death at the same time awakens us to a knowledge of our
connectedness and of the gift of life. Just as for the Lacanians--William Richardson proving the exception in
this regard--the Real is usually associated with horror and seldom with the sublime and awe-inspiring, so for
Becker, the reality outside socially and personally fabricated illusion is usually associated with terror and
seldom with awe or joy. But while certainly opening up the potential for despair, symbolic consciousness at
the same opens up the possibility of jouissance. Although in earlier sections of The Denial of Death, Becker
does write of the awe-inspiring aspect of reality encountered outside repression and denial, he at the same time
regards this as overwhelming and paralyzing and needing to be defended against by the individual simply in
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order to function. As his argument proceeds, this positively overwhelming aspect of the Real is increasingly
displaced by its negatively overwhelming aspects--its association with disintegration, anality and death.
According to the Bible, the Creation is good, but for Becker it is a meaningless, chaotic realm of disorder,
disintegration and death against which human beings need to be protected by illusions of meaning, by a
gnostic religion positing another, more orderly and meaningful world, "beyond" this vale of tears. This gnostic
devaluation of the Creation, together with its splitting of the realms of darkness and of light, has always been
resisted by Judeo-Christian monotheism. It is often overlooked that Freud himself contributed to an
existentialist perspective while developing an argument for his sociological views that is quite distinct from
his instinctualism. When death is phantasied as the ultimate abandonment and helplessness, it assumes a
terrifying aspect in light of our displaced separation anxiety. Similarly, when phantasied as the ultimate
castration or superego punishment or, to add a Kleinian perspective, as a persecutory attack by an all-bad
part-object , death becomes an uncanny and horrifying prospect. But sometimes death is phantasied in much
more positive terms as we saw above: The fact that Ernest Becker and Peter Berger produced such one-sidedly
dark and pessimistic visions of human existence suggests the nature of the persecutory phantasies that may
have gripped them. This might explain their essentially nihilistic and cynical view of religion as necessary
illusion. Eliot , these authors believe "human kind cannot bear very much reality" Burnt Norton, No. If, in
addition, they suffer from some degree of personal depression and experience of life as persecutory, they will
be unable to summon an attitude of trust and gratitude. But while the bad part-object certainly exists, so also
does the good part-object. Though "fallen" and "broken" and perpetually falling back into paranoid-schizoid
dynamics, the self comes to be experienced as capable of repairing and of being reparable and, hence, as
fundamentally good. Here is the basis for an attitude of basic trust in the goodness of existence and of the self.
This is the essence of a mature faith and is no illusion. The Birth and Death of Meaning. The Denial of Death.
The Psychoanalytical Meaning of History. Wesleyan University de Unamuno, Miguel Saint Emmanuel the
Good, Martyr. In Abel Sanchez and Other Stories. Translated and with an introduction by Anthony Kerrigan.
Translated and with an introduction by David McDuff.
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