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Chapter 1 : Preaching with Authority: Three Characteristics of Expository Preaching - calendrierdelascience
"Preaching Character: Reclaiming Wisdom's Paradigmatic Imagination for Transformation" is an outgrowth of the
Conference on Preaching held at David Lipscomb University in The subject for that conference, preaching wisdom, has
been further developed and collected in this volume.

It would almost appear as if many preachers knew the Scriptures by heart. Secondly, power on the part of the
preachers of adapting their discourses to the wants of the poor and ignorant. Thirdly, simplicity, the aim being
to impress a single striking idea. Fourthly, use of familiar maxims, examples, and illustrations from
lifeâ€”their minds must have been much in touch with nature. And, fifthly, intense realization, which
necessarily resulted in a certain dramatic effectâ€”they saw with their eyes, heard with their ears, and the past
became present. And, even in this appeal, philosophy, while, like algebra, speaking the formal language of
intellect, is likely to be wanting from the view-point of persuasiveness, inasmuch as, from its nature, it makes
for condensation rather than for amplification. Philosophy, indeed, is necessary for oratory; philosophy alone
does not constitute oratory, and, if too one-sided, may have an injurious effect -- "Logic, therefore, so much as
is useful, is to be referred to this one place with all her well-couched heads and topics, until it be time to open
her contracted palm into a graceful and ornate rhetoric". It is scarcely necessary to say that many Scholastics,
such as Sts. Thomas and Bonaventure, were noted preachers. The tendency of mysticism is, in the main, the
opposite to that of philosophy. Mysticism makes for warmth; philosophy, for coldness -- "Cold as a mountain
in its star-pitched tent stood high philosophy. This period, too, is treated in its proper place. As to preaching,
Humanism contributed more to oratorical display than to piety in the pulpit. The motto of its two
representative types, Reuchlin and Erasmus , was: In the Reformation and post-Reformation period the air was
too charged with controversy to favour high-class preaching. The Council of Trent recommended preachers to
turn aside from polemics; it also [17] pronounced that the primary duty of preaching devolved on bishops,
unless they were hindered by a legitimate impediment; and ordered that they were to preach in person in their
own church, or, if impeded, through others; and, in other churches, through pastors or other representatives.
The first was considered to be the most majestic; the second, the most logical and intellectually compelling;
the third, the greatest searcher of hearts, the most like Chrysostom, and, taken all in all, the greatest of the
three. In this age Chrysostom was the great model for imitation; but it was Chrysostom the orator, not
Chrysostom the homilist. Their style, with its grand exordium and its sublime peroration, became the fashion
in the following age. Of these "Dialogues" Bishop Dupanloup said: This new style of preaching discarded the
form, the division, and analysis of the scholastic method. In matter a sermon may be either moral, dogmatic,
historical, or liturgicalâ€”by moral and dogmatic it is meant that one element will predominate, without,
however, excluding the other. As to form, a discourse may be either a formal, or set, sermon; a homily; or a
catechetical instruction. In the formal, or set, sermon the influence of Scholasticism is most strikingly seen in
the analytic method, resulting in divisions and subdivisions. This is the thirteenth-century method, which,
however, had its beginnings in the sermons of Sts. The underlying syllogism, too, in every well-thought-out
sermon is due to Scholasticism; how far it should appear is a question that belongs to a treatise on homiletics.
As to the catechetical discourse, it has been so much favoured by Pope Pius X that it might be regarded as one
of the characteristics of preaching at the present day. It is, however, a very old form of preaching. It was used
by Christ Himself, by St. Cyril of Jerusalem , by St. Clement and Origen at Alexandria, by St. Augustine, who
wrote a special treatise thereon De catechizandis rudibus , also, in later times, by Gerson, chancellor of the
University of Paris, who wrote "De parvulis ad Christum trahendis"; Clement XI and Benedict XIV gave to it
all the weight of their authority, and one of the greatest of all catechists was St. There is the danger, however,
from the very nature of the subject, of this form of preaching becoming too dry and purely didactic, a mere
catechesis, or doctrinism, to the exclusion of the moral element and of Sacred Scripture. In recent days,
organized missionary preaching to non-Catholics has received a new stimulus. In the United States,
particularly, this form of religious activity has flourished; and the Paulists , amongst whom the name of Father
Hecker is deserving of special mention, are to be mainly identified with the revival. Special facilities are
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afforded at the central institute of the organization for the training of those who are to impart catechetical
instruction, and the non-controversial principles of the association are calculated to commend it to all earnestly
seeking after truth. John Chrysostom and St. Augustine[ edit ] Practice preceded theory. Certain ideas are to be
found in the Church Fathers, and these have been collected by Paniel in the introduction to his work
"Geschichte der christlich. The first to treat of the theory of preaching was St. John Chrysostom , in his work
"On the Priesthood" peri Hierosynes. Inasmuch as this contains only reflections on preaching, St. He goes to
the Roman pagan orator Cicero for rules in the latter. He makes a distinction, in which he evidently follows
Cicero, between sapientia wisdom and eloquentia the best expression of it. Sapientia without eloquentia will
do no good; neither will eloquentia without sapientia, and it may do harm; the ideal is sapientia with
eloquentia. This work of Augustine was the classic one in homiletics. He describes it practically in relation to
the classical theory of oratory, which has five parts: He constructed this theory in four parts: Augustine
stresses the importance of principle and discipline at the same time. Preachers need to practice again and again
DDC 4. But they should pay attention to the priority of order. Continuous and diligent study of the Bible is
more important than mere memorization, that is to say, they should pursue wisdom more than knowledge
DDC 4. The best is the combination of wisdom and eloquence as seen in the Pauline letters and prophetic
writings DDC 4. Yet, he does not praise eloquence itself; rather he prefers a concrete proclamation than a
showing off of rhetorical technique DDC 4. It is truth, not rhetoric, that preachers try to deliver DDC 4. The
most significant practice and discipline is prayer. Augustine advises to be a prayer before being a preacher.
Preachers should pray before and after his sermon DDC 3. Augustine himself was a good model of this
practice. Before the preaching, he invited the congregation to pray Epistula After the sermon he also prayed
Sermones Prayer is a major means of grace in knowing God. Augustine says that love is the most important
discipline in Christian life in his sermon, De disciplina christiana. If one adds another to Christian discipline
besides love, prayer will come first. The preacher should be a good example of all sermons. The manner of life
can be an eloquent sermon copia dicendi, forma vivendi; DDC 4. In most of the cases, it seems to be true that
the sermon of a preacher cannot be better than his or her life, but vice versa seems also to be true: The more a
preacher endeavors after humility, discipline, and love, the better his or her sermon becomes. And now these
three are always necessary for all Christian teachers: But the greatest of these is love. Victor[ edit ] Hugh of
St. Victor died in the Middle Ages laid down three conditions for a sermon: This is one of the historical
landmarks in preaching. It is more original and more independent than the work of Rabanus Maurus, who, as
has been said, drew largely from St. Francis gave to his friars the same directions as are herein contained. He
lays stress on explanation and use of Scripture and recommends the preacher to insert verba commotiva.
Conrad of Brundelsheim died , whose sermons have come down to us under his cognomen of "Brother Sock"
Sermones Fratris Socci , was one of the most interesting preachers at this time in Germany. Bonaventure
wrote "De arte concionandi", in which he treats of divisio, distinctio, dilatatio, but deals extensively only with
the first. He insists very strongly [21] on the importance of preaching, and says that it belongs principally to
bishops, and baptizing to priests, the latter of whom he regards as holding the place of the seventy disciples.
There is a monograph quoted by Hartwig which is interesting for the classification of the forms of sermon: He
treats of his subject on three points: He lays stress on Scripture as the book of the preacher. Ulrich Surgant
wrote a "Manuale Curatorum" , in which he also recommends Scripture. His first book gives for material of
preaching the usual order -- credenda, facienda, fugienda, timenda, appetenda and ends by saying: A
masterwork on the art of preaching is the "Rhetorica Sacra" Lisbon, of Luis de Granada , for modern use
rather old. The work shows an easy grasp of rhetoric, founded on the principles of Aristotle , Demetrius and
Cicero. He treats the usual subjects of invention, arrangement, style and delivery in easy and polished Latin.
Of the same class is Didacus Stella in his "Liberdemodo concionandi" Valerio , in Italy, also wrote on the art
of preaching. Another landmark on preaching are the "Instructiones Pastorum" by Charles Borromeo â€” At
his request Valerio, Bishop of Verona , wrote a systematic treatise on homiletics entitled "Rhetorica
Ecclesiastica" , in which he points out the difference between profane and sacred eloquence and emphasizes
the two principal objects of the preacher, to teach and to move docere et commovere. He would treat the truths
of the Gospel according to I Tim. He also recommended moderation in fighting heresy. The same was the
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view of St. Francis Borgia , whose contribution to homiletics is the small but practical work: Claudius
Acquaviva , General of the Jesuits , wrote in , "Instructio pro superioribus". Carolus Regius , S. Much is to be
found in the writings of St. Vincent de Paul , St.
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Chapter 2 : Seven Marks of a Good Sermon - Story Magazine - Luther Seminary
For many years I have obsessed over studying great preaching and preachers. They are all different. All have their own
unique style and approach to delivering a message.

But what exactly is a good sermon? Certainly you know one when you hear one, but pinning down the details
can be difficult: Yet when a sermon includes the following seven central elements, and when the Holy Spirit is
present, something happens--the word comes alive and people come to faith. A good sermon engages the
biblical text Historically, the Christian sermon has always followed the reading of Scripture. In a very real
way, the sermon is a response to the Scriptures read. In the Scriptures the preacher has heard God speak in
such a way that she must say something back, first as she works on her sermon and then to her congregation
that Sunday. Therefore, good preachers strive to engage the biblical passages seriously, in a manner that is
interesting, inspiring and relevant. A good sermon proclaims the gospel Wait a second. Certainly our sense of
the gospel in brief, what God has done through Jesus Christ for us and all the world emerges from the biblical
witness. At the same time, though, there is some value in realizing that we cannot simply equate the two.
Luther had a nice way of putting this. The Bible, Luther said, is like the manger in which the Christ child rests.
So while we should flee to the Bible to find Christ, Luther counseled, we should avoid falling on our knees to
worship wood and straw. To put it another way, we value the Bible so highly precisely and primarily because
it contains the gospel. Our task as biblical preachers is to approach passages of Scripture be they parables,
wisdom sayings, passages from Old or New Testament with two tasks in mind: To put it another way, we
might go so far as to say that there is no universal gospel apart from the way it manifests itself in the particular
and concrete aspects of our actual lives. On the other hand, preaching that is only "relevant"--focusing on the
latest perceived need, trend or tragedy in the community without viewing these issues from the perspective of
the gospel--is at best therapy and at worst mere pandering. Likewise, preaching that is unclear, poorly
organized or difficult to understand is ineffectual. A good sermon engages the imaginations of the hearers One
of the most significant insights of mainline preachers over the last two generations has been that the gospel is
more than a head-trip. That is, the gospel is more than thinking a certain way. It is not just cognitive, but
experiential, deals not only with our rational side but with our whole selves--feelings, desires, needs, heart,
soul and so forth. Preaching, we have come to realize, speaks to the whole person, and to do that we need to
engage the imaginations of our hearers. A good sermon is delivered well To preach is to communicate.
Therefore, it must be delivered effectively so that we may hear the message. In order for that to occur, two
things need to take place: People should know that you believe what you say, that you have something at stake
in this message, that it is true for you, and that it matters. Insincerity is easily detected by most listeners and
greatly undermines preaching. God has chosen to use human means--the abilities and opportunities of our
people in the various roles and dimensions of their everyday lives--to help sustain the world God loves so
much. The next time you are listening to or preaching a sermon, look for these seven marks. And later, when
the appropriate opportunity presents itself, talk about the sermon with your pastor. Most preachers welcome,
even crave, honest feedback. This outline of the seven marks of a sermon may give preachers and their hearers
some guidelines to talk about what makes good preaching.
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Chapter 3 : Sermon Illustrations
The preaching of Lloyd-Jones was not dead and dry doctrinal preaching; rather it was theology on fire. Every moment in
the sermon, Lloyd-Jones was determined to "take his hearers with him step by step to the heart of his message and, if
possible, into the heart of God himself.

Pentecostal Preaching Is Spiritual. Jesus prayed as the Spirit descended on Him Luke 3: Jesus prayed all night,
especially before He made major decisions. For example, when He chose the 12 disciples and before the
soldiers arrested Him Luke 6: The disciples prayed for 10 days before the Day of Pentecost Acts 1: Afterward,
they prayed regularly in the Temple and from house to house Acts 2: They prayed throughout their ministries.
Prayer characterizes Pentecostal preaching. Moody said, need to pray as if everything depends on God; then
preach like everything depends on you. Without the power of God, a sermon is ineffective. It is mere words.
But with the power of God, any sermon can move mountains. It becomes the power of God unto salvation
Romans 1: Prayer does not justify poor preparation. But it does recognize the essential role the Holy Spirit
plays in the anointing of the preacher and the conviction of the sinner. Pentecostal preachers need a regular
time of daily prayer to preach well. Most great preachers urge their students to pray over their messages before
they preach. One well-known preacher recommends that preachers have a fresh encounter with the Holy Spirit
every time before they preach. Some people probably see this trend away from fasting as a bad practice.
Others might see fasting as a subtle form of legalism if insisted on too strongly. But it can be helpful. It gives
more time to pray and practice self-denial. Many believe fasting clarifies their thinking. Moses communed
with God for 40 days on Mount Sinai; Jesus did the same in the desert. Both preachers experienced a
successful ministry as a result. In more modern times, David Brainerd, son-in-law to Jonathan Edwards and
missionary to the Native Americans, spent long periods in prayer. Even though this young preacher could not
speak their language, he won many Native Americans to Christ. His success was due to his prayers not his
preaching. Prayer is like gas for the engine or wood for the fire. Without it, the car does not travel far or fast,
nor does the fire burn long or bright. Prayer also serves as a key to the Scriptures. Without it, many doors
remain locked with unknown treasures secured behind them. Who better to ask the meaning of a Bible passage
than the Person who inspired it? Pentecostal preaching depends on the anointing Explanation: Many
Pentecostals admit the difficulty of defining the anointing. It also improves the ability of the preacher, the
effectiveness of the Word, and the reception of the hearers. A preacher can be anointed and speak softly,
logically, even calmly. He is the Source; they are the means cf. Under the law of Moses, the priests anointed
both people and things for two reasons. One, to set them apart for service to God Leviticus 8: And two, to
symbolize the presence and power of the Holy Spirit Exodus This means they must live a holy life â€” free
from sin and dedicated to God. And they must operate in the power of the Holy Spirit. For that reason, they
must spend extra time in study of the Word, in prayer, and in meditation. It takes the power of God to do the
work of God. Pentecostal preaching leads to revival Explanation: Pentecostal preaching inspires revival. At
Ephesus people even burned their books of magic Acts Throughout Church history, Pentecostal preaching has
resulted in revivals in addition to those recorded in the Book of Acts , such as the Welsh revival, Azusa Street,
the healing campaigns of Oral Roberts, the Pensacola revival, etc. While Pentecostal preachers have not
started every revival, each revival, as a rule, has shared characteristics of Pentecostal preaching. This result of
revival is true especially since the turn of the 20th century. Around the world today, revival continues to break
out wherever Pentecostal preachers go. Pentecostal preachers promote the revival work of the Spirit in the
world today. They know that the Spirit wants the gospel preached throughout the world before the Rapture.
This way as many people as possible can place their faith in Christ before it is too late. Because he obeyed, the
Lord healed her. As a result, the church increased in faith; and the woman and her husband become great
witnesses for Christ. Spirit-filled preaching can result in revival at anytime or any place. The size of the crowd
is not nearly as important as the sovereignty of God. The Lord knows the needs of the members of the
congregation. When needs are met, lives are changed, boldness increases, and growth occurs. Pentecostal
preaching inspires faith Explanation: Pentecostal preaching inspires faith Acts But Pentecostal preaching is
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more inclined to do so. Pentecostal preaching also inspires faith for healing as in the case of the lame man at
Lystra Acts Pentecostal preaching inspires faith for the baptism in the Holy Spirit, and for signs and wonders.
Pentecostal preachers exercise faith for the fruit of the Spirit. They take care of their bodies by watching their
diet, getting exercise, and acquiring plenty of rest. They pay their debts. In other words, they practice holiness.
Paul emphasizes moral and spiritual qualities in his lists of qualifications for ministers 1 Timothy 3: It is
simply not true that Pentecostal preachers only preach about speaking in tongues. But they do practice
speaking in tongues. God used a man who sat in an empty church speaking in tongues to start the Toronto
revival. During a camp meeting in Doraville, Georgia, the Holy Spirit suddenly fell on the congregation. Some
were sitting; others were standing. Certain ones were coming to the altar. Around 40 believers were filled with
the Spirit. Over Christians received the infilling of the Spirit on that occasion. Pentecostal preaching inspires
people to have faith in God for salvation, sanctification, and strength. Thus, it inspires faith in the
supernatural, which encourages baptisms in the Spirit. These Baptisms in turn inspire even more faith in God
for further answers to prayer, etc. Pentecostal preaching stirs up opposition Explanation: Both in the New
Testament and in modern times, Pentecostal preaching has stirred up opposition Acts Jesus regularly
confronted demons because of His preaching Mark 1: He also ran afoul of the religious leaders of His day
because He taught as one who had authority Matthew 5: On mission fields today, Pentecostal missionaries
often run into spiritual, political, and personal opposition cf. Genuine Pentecostal preaching causes its listeners
to either accept or reject the message. An African pastor tried to start a church, but the local witch doctor
forbade the natives to attend. So the pastor preached to rows of stones. He did this for several weeks. Finally, a
man admitted that he had been listening. He wanted to know if Jesus could heal his crippled boy. The pastor
said yes and went to pray for him. The boy was healed and a great church was born. The early believers often
kept on preaching in spite of the danger. Or, as in the Book of Acts, they went to the next town to preach the
gospel. In any case, they tell the truth even when it is unpopular to do so or not politically expedient. They
face their fears with faith in the Lord.
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Chapter 4 : Sermon - Wikipedia
Character "A quality of Christianity" Character is defined - The pattern of behavior or personality found in an individual or
group; moral constitution How a Christian deals with the circumstances of their life speaks of their character.

What characterized the preaching ministry of Dr. Did he follow the pattern of his times? Or did he stand
against the ever-growing tide? In this article, we will learn three things from the preaching ministry of Martyn
Lloyd-Jones. Lloyd-Jones however based his entire pulpit ministry on the Bible. He understood that the Bible
is the very Word of God, making it is a timeless and final word to all people. Lloyd-Jones understood that
whatever the Bible says, God says. His entire ministry was yielded from the Bible. In his preaching, he never
cracked jokes, nor used any personal stories. He saw himself as an ambassador for Christ. He knew that as he
preached the Word of God, it was God speaking and making his appeal to man 2 Cor. Therefore, Lloyd-Jones
knew that the message does not come from the preacher, but from God. He knew what he must proclaim, and
he knew where this transforming power came from. The Doctor knew that preaching is central in the
edification of the church and the salvation of souls. Therefore, Lloyd-Jones understood that his duty was to be
a mouthpiece for the text. He was only called to open the Scriptures and apply the given doctrine to the
individual. Alternatively, the Doctors preaching was also evangelistic in nature. In his preaching, he always
sought to show them their utter helpless apart from Christ, urgently pointing them to the Saviour. The
evangelistic preaching of Lloyd-Jones has been commonly summarized under the three main headings:
Whenever he entered the pulpit, he expounded the text, pulled out its major doctrines, and called sinners to
repentance. Applicatory Preaching Thirdly, Dr. After arriving at the doctrine of the text, Lloyd-Jones sought to
show its relevance to the Christian. A sermon must be one that is filled with application to the hearer. The
Puritan idea of preaching was concerned with an exact exegesis of a text and its proper application. Then, find
the doctrine in that text. Then, apply the doctrine and text to the hearers. Martyn Lloyd-Jones preached, he was
constantly applying Scriptural truth to the lives of his hearers, even in his doctrinal teaching. Secondly, we
saw that his preaching was doctrinal and evangelistic to his hearers. Thirdly, we looked at his applicatory
preaching, where he sought to analyze and address the whole man by applying his text to the hearer
throughout his sermon. Chosen by God, ed. The Preaching of Dr.
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Chapter 5 : Preaching Resources, Preaching Messages on character - calendrierdelascience.com
for the development of Christian preaching, Hebrew religion and the Christian gospel (the third source being ancient
oratory). 2 The Bible's authority for guidance in matters of faith and practice is presupposed.

Christian Character is a sermon by Mark Hollingsworth. Daniel, whose name means "God is my judge," was a
statesman in the court of heathen monarchs. Taken captive as a youth to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar in , he
spent the rest of his long life there as a governmental official and as a prophet of the true God. He claimed to
have written this book Since he did not occupy the prophetic office, the book is found in the third division of
the Hebrew Bible, the "Writings," rather than in the second, the Prophets. Throughout his life he was
uncompromising and faithful to his God. He was made one of three presidents under Darius 6: His ministry
was to testify, in his personal life and in his prophecies, to the power of God. Though in exile, the people of
Israel were not deserted by God, and Daniel revealed many details about His plan for their future, including
the prophecy of the seventy weeks of years 9: He also traced the course of Gentile world powers from his own
day to the second coming of Christ Ryrie. Most of us already know the story in chapter 3. We know about the
three Hebrew children. We have heard and read about their demonstration of faith in the fiery furnace. Even
though they were very young, they were believers who had some character. If these young teenagers had this
kind of character, facing what they were facing, it seems like some of us older believers should have even
more character. We have been at it a lot longer. No doubt we need more Christians with character like that of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. What was it that gave them this kind of character? I think it was their faith
in God. Christian character comes by trusting God. The three Hebrew children trusted God. What would you
have said to the king? Notice the ingredients of their Godly character. If we trust in God, we will have
Christian character with the same ingredients. There are certain things he will not do and he has already made
up his mind about those things. A conviction is not based on personal preference, but is solidly based on what
God has said in His Word and our determination to follow it. Charles Spurgeon tells how a boy, reading aloud
the account about Daniel in chapter 6, mistakenly rendered verse 3 as follows: This faith in God will give you
Biblical convictions. Dead or alive they would be delivered. They knew who they served. We need some
Christians with this kind of consecration. We need some Christians who have given themselves totally to the
Lord and His wish has become their command. This faith in God will give you Biblical consecration and
devotion to God first of all. And they knew what they were facing too, for they had already been warned about
the fiery furnace prepared for those who would not bow. These young men had character. The last statement
takes courage and character. Abraham Lincoln showed the quality of his courage and character, when, against
the advice of Congress, he made the call for an additional , recruits. He was told it would prevent his
re-election. With flashing eye, he replied: This faith in God will give you Biblical courage. Their answer is
still the same. They already knew what they were going to say because their trust was in God and they
consistently put Him first. Have you ever wondered why the king chose them to work for him in the first
place? It was because he saw their character. He saw that they were hard and honest workers who were loyal
and upright. Now, the king gives them chance after chance to do wrong and it makes him mad when they
choose right. It will make the devil mad too, but it will make the Lord happy. Just keep on choosing right. This
faith in God will give you Biblical consistency. You will travel with the kind of people that you want to be.
Charactered people attract other charactered people. The opposite is true as well. Do you want to have friends
that are honest and hard working and loyal? Then be that kind of person. Be a person of character and you will
attract people of character. You will also choose your friends from those who are charactered people. You may
not have many friends, but the friends you have will be good friends and good people. Thank the Lord for the
friendship of quality people. This faith in God will give us Biblical companionship. Famous men of the past
have bequeathed us statements that have become mottoes. History declares that Henry Clay was about to
introduce a certain bill in Congress when a friend said, "If you do, Clay, it will kill your chance for the
presidency.
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Chapter 6 : Sermon Outlines on Bible Characters, New Testament | Kregel
Character is a true Christian quality but is sadly lacking in the Church today. Character "A quality of Christianity"
Character is defined - The pattern of behavior or personality found in an individual or group; moral constitution How a
Christian deals with the circumstances of their life speaks of their character.

The Sermon on the Mount by Carl Heinrich Bloch In Christianity, a sermon is typically identified as an
address or discourse delivered to an assembly of Christians, typically containing theological or moral
instruction. Although it is often called a homily , the original distinction between a sermon and a homily was
that a sermon was delivered by a clergyman licensed preacher while a homily was read from a printed copy by
a layman. Homilies are usually considered to be a type of sermon, usually narrative or biographical , [5] [6]
see sermon types below. The word "sermon" is used to describe many famous moments in Christian and
Jewish history. The most famous example is the Sermon on the Mount by Jesus of Nazareth. This address was
given around 30 AD, [7] and is recounted in the Gospel of Matthew 5: It is also contained in some of the other
gospel narratives. During the later history of Christianity , several figures became known for their addresses
that later became regarded as sermons. Examples in the early church include Peter see especially Acts 2:
These addresses were used to spread Christianity across Europe and Asia Minor , and as such are not sermons
in the modern sense, but evangelistic messages. The sermon has been an important part of Christian services
since Early Christianity, and remains prominent in both Roman Catholicism and Protestantism. Lay preachers
sometimes figure in these traditions of worship, for example the Methodist local preachers , but in general
preaching has usually been a function of the clergy. The Dominican Order is officially known as the Order of
Preachers Ordo Praedicatorum in Latin ; friars of this order were trained to publicly preach in vernacular
languages, and the order was created by Saint Dominic to preach to the Cathars of southern France in the early
13th century. The Franciscans are another important preaching order; Travelling preachers, usually friars,
were an important feature of late medieval Catholicism. In most denominations, modern preaching is kept
below forty minutes, but historic preachers of all denominations could at times speak for several hours, [8] and
use techniques of rhetoric and theatre that are today somewhat out of fashion in mainline churches. During the
Middle Ages, sermons inspired the beginnings of new religious institutes e. The academic study of sermons,
the analysis and classification of their preparation, composition and delivery, is called homiletics. A
controversial issue that aroused strong feelings in Early Modern Britain was whether sermons should be read
from a fully prepared text, or extemporized, perhaps from some notes. The 80 sermons in German of the
Dominican Johannes Tauler â€” were read for centuries after his death. Martin Luther published his sermons
Hauspostille on the Sunday lessons for the edification of readers. Protestantism[ edit ] "The certain mark by
which a Christian community can be recognized is the preaching of the gospel in its purity. The distinctive
doctrines of Protestantism held that salvation was by faith alone , and convincing people to believe the Gospel
and place trust in God for their salvation through Jesus Christ was the decisive step in salvation. In many
Protestant churches, the sermon came to replace the Eucharist as the central act of Christian worship although
some Protestants such as Lutherans give equal time to a sermon and the Eucharist in their Divine Service.
While Luther retained use of the lectionary for selecting texts for preaching, the Swiss Reformers, such as
Ulrich Zwingli , Johannes Oecolampadius , and John Calvin , notably returned to the patristic model of
preaching through books of the Bible. The goal of Protestant worship, as conditioned by these reforms, was
above all to offer glory to God for the gift of grace in Jesus Christ, to rouse the congregation to a deeper faith ,
and to inspire them to practice works of love for the benefit of the neighbor, rather than carry on with
potentially empty rituals. One early female writer of sermons in England was Mary Deverell â€” In the 18th
and 19th centuries during the Great Awakening , major evangelistic sermons were made at revivals , which
were especially popular in the United States. In these sermons the wrath of God was intended to be made
evident. Edwards also preached on Religious Affections, [14] which discussed the divided Christian world.
Jewish tradition[ edit ] Rabbinic ordination often includes the phrase, Rabbi, Teacher, and Preacher in Israel,
and there is a long history of using sermons in Judaism as part of education, ethics , a call to repentance, or as
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a message of hope, often during difficult times. In , Rabbi Philip R. Alstat , an early leader of Conservative
Judaism , spoke and wrote about the lesson of hope that the festival of Passover could give to the Jewish
people, despite the rising power of Nazism in Europe: Perhaps in our generation the counsel of our Talmudic
sages may seem superfluous, for today the story of our enslavement in Egypt is kept alive not only by
ritualistic symbolism, but even more so by tragic realism. We are the contemporaries and witnesses of its daily
re-enactment. Are not our hapless brethren in the German Reich eating "the bread of affliction"? Are not their
lives embittered by complete disenfranchisement and forced labor? Are they not lashed mercilessly by brutal
taskmasters behind the walls of concentration camps? Are not many of their men-folk being murdered in cold
blood? Is not the ruthlessness of the Egyptian Pharaoh surpassed by the sadism of the Nazi dictators? And yet,
even in this hour of disaster and degradation, it is still helpful to "visualize oneself among those who had gone
forth out of Egypt. Only our estranged kinsmen, the assimilated, and the de-Judaized, go to pieces under the
impact of the blow But those who visualize themselves among the groups who have gone forth from the
successive Egypts in our history never lose their sense of perspective, nor are they overwhelmed by confusion
and despair It is this faith, born of racial experience and wisdom, which gives the oppressed the strength to
outlive the oppressors and to endure until the day of ultimate triumph when we shall "be brought forth from
bondage unto freedom, from sorrow unto joy, from mourning unto festivity, from darkness unto great light,
and from servitude unto redemption. In the same way, he preached a message of hope in when he said that,
[16] "Undaunted, we confidently expect that some day, somehow, the present low ebb of liberty and
democracy will be followed by a rising tide whose onrush will irresistibly wash away the ramparts of tyranny.
He shared his vision of that State by proclaiming that, "Whether the Jewish State be large or small, its
importance in the family of nations will be determined, not by its limited area, but by its creative genius and
cultural contributions to mankind. Like Judaea and Athens of old, it may be only a small vessel, but
exceedingly rich in precious content. The types of sermons are: Biographical sermons â€” tracing the story of
a particular biblical character through a number of parts of the Bible. Evangelistic sermons associated with the
Greek word kerygma â€” seeking to convert the hearers or bring them back to their previous faith through a
recounting of the foundational story of the religion, in Christianity, the Good News. Expository preaching â€”
exegesis , that is sermons that expound and explain a text to the congregation. Illuminative sermons, also
known as proems petihta â€” which connect an apparently unrelated biblical verse or religious question with
the current calendrical event or festival. Redemptive-Historical Preaching â€” sermons that takes into
consideration the context of any given text within the broader history of salvation as recorded in the canon of
the bible. Topical sermons â€” concerned with a particular subject of current concern; Sermons can be both
written and spoken out loud. Delivery methods[ edit ] Sermons also differ in the amount of time and effort
used to prepare them. Extemporaneous preaching â€” preaching without overly detailed notes and sometimes
without preparation. Usually a basic outline and scriptural references are listed[ by whom? Impromptu
preaching â€” preaching without previous preparation. Scripted preaching â€” preaching with previous
preparation; it can be with help of notes or a script, or rely on the memory of the preacher. With the advent of
reception theory , researchers also became aware that how sermons are listened to affects their meaning as
much as how they are delivered. The expectations of the congregation, their prior experience of listening to
oral texts, their level of scriptural education, and the relative social positionsâ€”often reflected in the physical
arrangementâ€”of sermon-goers vis-a-vis the preacher are part of the meaning of the sermon. Albert Raboteau
describes a common style of Black preaching first developed in America in the early 19th century, and
common throughout the 20th and into the 21st centuries: The preacher begins calmly, speaking in
conversational, if oratorical and occasionally grandiloquent, prose; he then gradually begins to speak more
rapidly, excitedly, and to chant his words and time to a regular beat; finally, he reaches an emotional peak in
which the chanted speech becomes tonal and merges with the singing, clapping, and shouting of the
congregation.
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Chapter 7 : The Character of Martyn Lloyd-Jones Preaching Ministry
Getting into Character: The Art of First-Person Narrative Preaching [Stephen Chapin Garner] on
calendrierdelascience.com *FREE* shipping on qualifying offers. Every pastor desires to communicate in a fresh way,
as evidenced by churches' increased use of new media--but can pastors show biblical stories?

If your congregation finds out that your life style falls short of what you preach, they will never want listen to
you again. A preacher without character is like a drum. Character is what you do when no one is watching
you. How can you become an effective preacher if no one listens? Then it to your others. You must prepare
your self intellectually have your sermon notes ready on time and spiritually what about your relationship with
God and others? However the key is to set our priorities right. The effective management professional is a
person who knows to put his priorities in the right order. So is the effective Preacher. Remember you cannot
fool your congregation. The moment you start preaching they can guess whether you are prepared or not. You
can read more about preparation here. Not only do you fail as a preacher but you simply insult the Creator
when you imitate others instead of being yourself. People may not respond to your style in the beginning, but
as time goes by people will respect and listen to you for who you, given that they can count on your character.
Meet felt needs In Sri Lanka there are more than five different mobile phone service providers. However only
two companies are on top. Others advertise big, but do not deliver. This principle is true for preachers also. To
preach is not to advertise big and offer little or even nothing. Maybe there is a teenager in your congregation
who is fleeing from home and he needs to be confronted. There could be someone who needs healing. A felt
need is a critical need. Preach the truth I have heard even the most theologically qualified and experienced
pastors preaching poor quality sermons. Some preach faulty doctrines. A good preacher interprets scripture
correctly. He uses hermeneutical principles to interpret the Word. Use at least one solid commentary when
preparing your sermon. Remember, God has called you to nurture the souls of those he has entrusted in your
care. Always let the scripture to speak for itself, and expound what the original author intended to say
exegesis. Exalt Christ only Dr. John Stott, once said this. The pulpit is not a place for you to boast about your
academic and professional qualifications Like many Pastors do. I have heard some Pastors using inappropriate
illustrations even. He categorized them as nonspiritual. But most of the people in our congregation do.
Therefore I keep myself up to date with basic details about current tournaments. People respond to your
message best when you relate to their interests and familiar areas of life. These filter include culture, social
level, education, age and personal attitude. You definitely cannot deal with everything in a single sermon, but
certainly you can consider most of these filters during preparation. Let me tell you a story. A general rule of
thumb to follow when preaching is to maintain eye contact with the congregation while presenting the sermon.
One day a lady pastor was preaching to a group of tribal people. Before long the women in the crowd seemed
to feel angry at our preacher while the men seemed amused. When she preached she maintained eye contact
with everyone in the group regardless of their gender. Appropriate illustrations also help communication more
easier. You need to be careful however because using the wrong illustration to represent the wrong truth will
confuse the listener. Apply the message Any sermon is made up of 3 parts. Namely the introduction, body
message and application. Now the application plays a vital role in your sermon and no matter how good the
rest of your sermon was but a poor application always makes your sermon useless. Arnold Lastinger shared
with us a true incident in his Homiletics class to give an idea on the importance of proper conclusion. One day
I was watching a pilot taking his aircraft up and flying a number of rounds and preparing for the landing.
Everything was perfect except for the landing. The results were devastating. The aircraft crashed and blasted
into a ball of fire. What a tragedy it was. Without it your congregation will be left behind wondering what are
they supposed to do with your message. If the message was confronting, without an application they will
simply feel judged and condemned. One day a woman spotted Pablo Picasso in the market and pulled out a
piece of paper. Please, could you do a little drawing for me? I was not discouraged by his words. I took it for a
challenge instead. I have improved a lot, but I still keep practicing.
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Chapter 8 : Homiletics - Wikipedia
calendrierdelascience.com is a leading resource that provides tools and ideas for pastors and church leaders to help
them lead well. From ideas on sermon topics to how to develop church growth to insight on ministry life, Preaching helps
pastors develop every area of life and work in ministry.

Character is much better kept than recovered. One can acquire everything in solitude -- except character. Will
Rogers was known for his laughter, but he also knew how to weep. One day he was entertaining at the Milton
H. Berry Institute in Los Angeles, a hospital that specialized in rehabilitating polio victims and people with
broken backs and other extreme physical handicaps. Of course, Rogers had everybody laughing, even patients
in really bad condition; but then he suddenly left the platform and went to the rest room. Milton Berry
followed him to give him a towel; and when he opened the door, he saw Will Rogers leaning against the wall,
sobbing like a child. He closed the door, and in a few minutes, Rogers appeared back on the platform, as jovial
as before. If you want to learn what a person is really like, ask three questions: What makes him laugh? What
makes him angry? What makes him weep? These are fairly good tests of character that are especially
appropriate for Christian leaders. I hear people saying, "We need angry leaders today! What we need today is
not anger but anguish, the kind of anguish that Moses displayed when he broke the two tablets of the law and
then climbed the mountain to intercede for his people, or that Jesus displayed when He cleansed the temple
and then wept over the city. The difference between anger and anguish is a broken heart. In great matters men
show themselves as they wish to be seen, in small matter, as they are. When Oscar Wilde arrived for a visit to
the U. I forgot that every little action of the common day makes or unmakes character. A number of years ago
the Douglas Aircraft company was competing with Boeing to sell Eastern Airlines its first big jets.
Rickenbacker then gave Douglas one last chance to out-promise Boeing on this feature. Character may be
manifested in the great moments, but it is made in the small ones. Sow a thought, reap an act; sow an act, reap
a habit; sow a habit, reap a character; sow a character, reap a destiny. Character is not made in crisis--it is only
exhibited. Be more concerned with your character than with your reputation. Your character is what you really
are while your reputation is merely what others think you are. Swindoll, Word, , p. Character is simply long
habit continued. Only what we have wrought into our character during life can we take with us. Henry
Wingblade used to say that Christian personality is hidden deep inside us. But if Christ is living inside, what
spills out is the fruit of the Spirit. Michael Blumenthal, chairman of Unisys, talks about the mistakes he made
in hiring: In choosing people for top positions, you have to try to make sure they have a clear sense of what is
right and wrong, a willingness to be truthful, the courage to say what they think and to do what they think is
right, even if the politics militate against that. This is the quality that should really be at the top. I was too
often impressed by the intelligence and substantive knowledge of an individual and did not always pay enough
attention to the question of how honest, courageous and good a person the individual really was. Jerry Flint, in
Forbes. We do not need more knowledge, we need more character! Character is what you are in the dark.
Character is a by-product; it is produced in the great manufacture of daily duty. The gods had given me almost
everything. But I let myself be lured into long spells of senseless and sensual ease Tired of being on the
heights, I deliberately went to the depths in search for new sensation. What the paradox was to me in the
sphere of thought, perversity became to me in the sphere of passion. I grew careless of the lives of others. I
took pleasure where it pleased me, and passed on. I forgot that every little action of the common day makes or
unmakes character, and that therefore what one has done in the secret chamber, one has some day to cry aloud
from the house-top. I ceased to be lord over myself. I was no longer the captain of my soul, and did not know
it. I allowed pleasure to dominate me. I ended in horrible disgrace. Oscar Wilde, quoted by Wm. Barclay,
Letters to the Galatians and Ephesians, p. The Presidency to this day rests more on the character of the person
who inhabits the office than on anything else. The Founding Fathers designed it that way. It was their idea to
find a man in America with a great character and let him invest a tradition and shape a national character.
They found George Washington. He did his job splendidly. When he took the Presidency, he wrote: There is
scarcely any part of my conduct which may not hereafter be drawn into precedent. If there are rats in a cellar,
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you are most likely to see them if you go in very suddenly. But the suddenness does not create the rats; it only
prevents them from hiding. In the same way, the suddenness of the provocation does not make me
ill-tempered; it only shows me what an ill-tempered man I am. The supreme test of goodness is not in the
greater but in the smaller incidents of our character and practice; not what we are when standing in the
searchlight of public scrutiny, but when we reach the firelight flicker of our homes; not what we are when
some clarion-call rings through the air, summoning us to fight for life and liberty, but our attitude when we are
called to sentry-duty in the grey morning, when the watch-fire is burning low. It is impossible to be our best at
the supreme moment if character is corroded and eaten into by daily inconsistency, unfaithfulness, and
besetting sin. Meyer in Our Daily Walk. If our likeness to God does not show itself in trifles, what is there left
for it to show itself in? For our lives are all made up of trifles. The great things come three or four of them in
the seventy years; the little ones every time the clock ticks.
Chapter 9 : Sermons about Character - calendrierdelascience.com
Bland: The Role of Character in Preaching Published by Pepperdine Digital Commons, aggerated the antics of the
typical evangelist, mimicking his gestures and.

Page 13

