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This is the first and most complete collection of all humorous sketches and tales that Samuel Clemens (), a.k.a. Mark
Twain, started writing as a young reporter for various newspapers and magazines and later saw fit to issue in book form.

Nevertheless, by the mids, about , phones were in use and by World War I, the number reached Learning to
use this new device, Americans wondered what to say to start a telephone conversation. The word had been
around for a little whileâ€”Twain had even used it in Tom Sawyerâ€”but why Edison chose to use it is not
known. Yesterday I was writing a deep article on a sublime philosophical subject while such a conversation
was going on in the room. I notice that one can always write best when somebody is talking through a
telephone close by. Well, the thing began in this way. A member of our household came in and asked me to
have our house put into communication with Mr. I have observed, in many cities, that the sex always shrink
from calling up the central office themselves. So I touched the bell, and this talk ensued: Is it the Central
Office? Of course it is. What do you want? Will you switch me on to the Bagleys, please? Just keep your ear
to the telephone. Did you wish to speak to me? Without answering, I handed the telephone to the applicant,
and sat down. Then followed that queerest of all the queer things in this worldâ€”a conversation with only one
end to it. You hear invitations given; you hear no thanks in return. You have listening pauses of dead silence,
followed by apparently irrelevant and unjustifiable exclamations of glad surprise or sorrow or dismay. Why,
how did that happen?

Page 1

DOWNLOAD PDF THE COMPLETE HUMOROUS SKETCHES AND TALES
OF MARK TWAIN
Chapter 2 : Mark Twain Book List - FictionDB
The complete humorous sketches and tales of Mark Twain: now collected for the first time Item Preview.

A central problem with his books, however, was that they were mistitled. They were not "complete"; in fact,
incompleteness may be their most outstanding feature. In , Neider himself also issued yet another collection,
Mark Twain: One wonders, incidentally, if Neider recognized the strangeness of calling his Humorous
Sketches anthology "complete" while simultaneously issuing another volume which contained sketches that
the "Complete Sketches" lacked. The previously unpublished material in this volume attracted national
attention after Life magazine published extracts from it and the book itself became a best-seller. His later short
stories and sketches are scheduled to be issued in "Middle Tales and Sketches" and "Late Tales. Meanwhile,
the Project is issuing previously unpublished material in thematically oriented "Papers" volumes, such as
Satires and Burlesques. This fact makes publication of Collected Tales all the more valuable now, as it casts
its net more widely and draws its texts from more authoritative sources than those used by any editions other
than those of the Mark Twain Project. Bibliographically, the volumes should be considered separate books;
each has its own title, ISBN, pagination, table of contents, annotations, bibliographical notes, chronology, and
index of titles. There is no index to both volumes. Since these text pages average roughly to words each the
amount of white space varies among pieces , the volumes contain a total of about , words of pure Mark Twain
material. Despite the fact that each Collected Tales volume has well over 1, pages, each book is only about an
inch and a quarter thick and weighs only a pound and a half making it compact and light enough to be held
comfortably in one hand a feature that Mark Twain himself would have appreciated, as he enjoyed reading and
writing while lying in bed. A valuable feature of their design is a system of running heads which gives titles of
pieces on recto pages and the years and places where Mark Twain was living when the pieces were originally
published or written, in the case of posthumously published material on the facing pages. Until now, writings
from each of these categories could generally only be found within its own idiosyncratic group of
publications. It is refreshing, finally, to see generous samples from all these categories brought together in one
coherent set, arranged in the order in which Mark Twain wrote them. The mix is a happy one in which the
juice kind of swaps around, and things go better. His various stories, sketches, essays and speeches must add
up to something in the neighborhood of 1, separate pieces. The most readily available? Remarkably, nothing
in either volume even hints at how the contents were assembled. A notice following the copyright page of each
volume states simply, "Louis J. Budd selected the contents and wrote the notes for this volume. However,
while it may do in volumes containing a few novels, it does not suffice in Collected Tales in which so many
editorial choices have been made. Even a one-page preface setting forth criteria of text selection would have
enhanced the value of the set significantly. What, then, can readers assume about the contents of Collected
Tales? Overall, these volumes are a broad cross-section of pieces that Mark Twain wrote from the early s until
his death. The mix of material is very broad from the familiar jumping frog story to the obscure
"Overspeeding. For example, there is nothing relating to Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn. Although I initially
thought it natural for Tom Sawyer Abroad and Tom Sawyer, Detective not to be in the volumes, it later
dawned on me that I did not know why. The stories are, after all, moderately important in the Mark Twain
canon and are reasonably popular as well. Length alone cannot be the whole reason for their exclusion; at 23,
words, Tom Sawyer, Detective is shorter than "The Great Dark" 24, words , which is here. Perhaps Budd
simply regards their quality as insufficiently high, or he thinks that the stories are too readily available in other
editions to justify taking up space here. Here it should be noted that while Collected Tales draws material from
many Mark Twain Project volumes including several volumes of posthumously published material the set
does not use anything from Hannibal, Huck and Tom. Another excluded piece which is equally long and
almost as bad is "The Double-Barrelled Detective Story. Likewise, Budd does not include the essay "The
Death of Jean," which Mark Twain called the "last chapter" of his autobiography. Though I normally hate
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reading anything that has been condensed, abridged, or extracted from a larger work, I would have been more
than happy to make an exception of the bluejay yarn which is scarcely an organic part of A Tramp Abroad
anyway. He takes about items directly from Mark Twain Project books, including still unpublished volumes of
the "Early Tales and Sketches" series. Nearly the entire first half of the first volume of Collected Tales comes
directly from texts corrected by the Mark Twain Project. Most of the rest of his texts come directly from a
wide range of magazines and newspapers, as well as occasional books, such as The Stolen White Elephant, in
which the pieces first appeared. The others come from an earlier collection edited by Paine. Each note is thus a
valuable mini-essay in its own right. In the absence of a substantive introduction to the set, the chronology
doubles as a condensed biography of Mark Twain. Its entries, which tend not to limit themselves to narrow
dates, are often so prolix that they can be difficult to use. The entry on the year , for example, is an unbroken
paragraph extending over nearly a page and a half of about 8-point type, leaving the reader to pick through a
great deal of small print to find the salient details. Leaving aside whether so much prose even belongs in
something called a "chronology," a more serious criticism that can be leveled at the chronology is its
occasional and unnecessary lack of specificity. For example, the long entry on states that Mark Twain took his
family "to Budapest for a week" but it does not say which week. I see no good reason why the exact dates or
simply "late March" could not be inserted here. Perhaps it is because the chronology is so good that LOA
chose to print it in its entirety in both Collected Tales volumes. By design or chance, it is paginated identically
in the two books pages a happy congruence that should minimize confusion in citations. Since most
purchasers of these volumes probably buy both of them, the decision to print the entire chronology twice must
be questioned since it duplicates 50 pages that could have been eliminated to reduce costs and bulk or used for
other material such as an integrated index to both volumes. Some of the salvaged pages could have been used
to make the chronology easier to read by spreading it out with larger type and more paragraph breaks. Budd as
editor LOA volumes traditionally downplay their editors, whose roles are typically merely perfunctory. While
LOA is not treating Budd differently than its other editors, there are few on its list whose contributions are
remotely comparable. The effort going into that volume entailed selecting four novels and writing 16 pages of
chronology and notes. By contrast, Collected Tales required Budd to select and find authoritative texts for
separate pieces and write a total of about pages of chronology and notes virtually a book in itself. Is the issue
trivial? When Clive James wrote a long essay on Collected Tales.

Chapter 3 : THE COMPLETE HUMOROUS SKETCHES AND TALES of Mark Twain By Mark Twain 1st Ed
Get this from a library! The complete humorous sketches and tales of Mark Twain: now collected for the first time. [Mark
Twain] -- Contains stories and sketches written by Mark Twain between the years of and

Chapter 4 : eBlueJay: The Complete Humorous Sketches and Tales of Mark Twain by Mark Twain and Cha
The Complete Humorous Sketches And Tales Of Mark Twain by Mark Twain This is the first and most complete
collection of all humorous sketches and tales that Samuel Clemens (), a.k.a. Mark Twain, started writing as a young
reporter for various newspapers and magazines and later saw fit to issue in book form.

Chapter 5 : Twain, Mark [WorldCat Identities]
Delivery time is estimated using our proprietary method which is based on the buyer's proximity to the item location, the
shipping service selected, the seller's shipping history, and other factors.

Chapter 6 : The Complete Humorous Sketches and Tales of Mark Twain by Mark Twain

Page 3

DOWNLOAD PDF THE COMPLETE HUMOROUS SKETCHES AND TALES
OF MARK TWAIN
Humorous stories, American "This is the first and most complete collection of all humorous sketches and tales that
Samuel Clemens (), a.k.a. Mark Twain, started writing as a young reporter for various newspapers and" Read More.

Chapter 7 : [PDF/ePub Download] complete humorous sketches and tales eBook
The complete humorous sketches and tales of Mark Twain / edited and with an introduction by Charles Neider ;
drawings by Mark Twain.

Chapter 8 : REVIEW - Mark Twain: Collected Tales, Sketches, Speeches, and Essays
Find helpful customer reviews and review ratings for The Complete Humorous Sketches And Tales Of Mark Twain at
calendrierdelascience.com is the "Complete Essays of Mark Twain.".

Chapter 9 : Mark Twain Satirizes "A Telephonic Conversation"
Source: Mark Twain, "A Telephonic Conversation" in The Complete Humorous Sketches and Tales of Mark Twain,
edited and with an introduction by Charles Neider (; reprint, Garden City, New York: Hanover House, ),

Page 4

