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Initially, the Protestant reformers maintained the hope that they could accomplish the reformation of the
doctrine and life of the church from within, but this proved impossible because of the intransigence of the
church, the polemic of the Protestant movements, or the political andâ€¦ The Reformation of the 16th century
was not unprecedented. Reformers within the medieval church such as St. Francis of Assisi , Valdes founder
of the Waldensians , Jan Hus , and John Wycliffe addressed aspects in the life of the church in the centuries
before In the 16th century Erasmus of Rotterdam , a great humanist scholar, was the chief proponent of liberal
Catholic reform that attacked popular superstitions in the church and urged the imitation of Christ as the
supreme moral teacher. In his Ninety-five Theses, he attacked the indulgence system, insisting that the pope
had no authority over purgatory and that the doctrine of the merits of the saints had no foundation in the
gospel. Scripture alone is authoritative sola scriptura and justification is by faith sola fide , not by works.
While he did not intend to break with the Catholic church, a confrontation with the papacy was not long in
coming. In Luther was excommunicated ; what began as an internal reform movement had become a fracture
in western Christendom. Courtesy of the trustees of the British Museum; photograph, John R. The
Reformation movement within Germany diversified almost immediately, and other reform impulses arose
independently of Luther. Zwingli agreed with Luther in the centrality of the doctrine of justification by faith,
but he espoused a different understanding of the Holy Communion. Courtesy of the Kunstmuseum Winterthur,
Switz. Called Anabaptists , they remained a marginal phenomenon in the 16th century but survivedâ€”despite
fierce persecutionâ€”as Mennonites and Hutterites into the 21st century. Opponents of the ancient Trinitarian
dogma made their appearance as well. Known as Socinians , after the name of their founder, they established
flourishing congregations, especially in Poland. Another important form of Protestantism as those protesting
against their suppressions were designated by the Diet of Speyer in is Calvinism , named for John Calvin , a
French lawyer who fled France after his conversion to the Protestant cause. In Basel , Switzerland, Calvin
brought out the first edition of his Institutes of the Christian Religion in , the first systematic, theological
treatise of the new reform movement. However, he found a more positive place for law within the Christian
community than did Luther. In Geneva , Calvin was able to experiment with his ideal of a disciplined
community of the elect. Calvin also stressed the doctrine of predestination and interpreted Holy Communion
as a spiritual partaking of the body and blood of Christ. The Reformation spread to other European countries
over the course of the 16th century. By mid century, Lutheranism dominated northern Europe. Eastern Europe
offered a seedbed for even more radical varieties of Protestantism, because kings were weak, nobles strong,
and cities few, and because religious pluralism had long existed. Spain and Italy were to be the great centres of
the Catholic Counter-Reformation , and Protestantism never gained a strong foothold there. In spite of its
political implications , the reorganization of the church permitted the beginning of religious change in
England, which included the preparation of a liturgy in English, the Book of Common Prayer. In Scotland ,
John Knox , who spent time in Geneva and was greatly influenced by John Calvin, led the establishment of
Presbyterianism , which made possible the eventual union of Scotland with England. For further treatment of
the Reformation, see Protestantism, history of. For a discussion of the religious doctrine, see Protestantism.
Holbein, Hans, the Younger:
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The need of reform had long been felt when this revolution broke out, but the so-called Reformers, far from
suppressing abuses, added religious discord to the prevalent evils. The pretext was the abuses connected with
indulgence preaching. The occasion, the preaching of indulgences in the neighborhood of Wittenberg by the
Dominican Johann Tetzel. On October 31, , Luther challenged his contemporaries to a public debate on 95
theses or propositions which he had nailed to the church door at Wittenberg. They dealt with many points of
Catholic doctrine and practise, particularly indulgences. The challenge led to vehement controversy in
Germany. As Luther denied some points of Catholic teaching and fomented division in the state, papal and
imperial authority intervened, after a few years, to obtain a retractation and to maintain civilconcord. Their
efforts were unsuccessful, as Luther was supported by the Elector of his native Saxony and by the
ever-increasing number of his adherents. As the right conceded in theory to each individual, to find his own
religion in the Bible, led in practise to religious anarchy, Luther placed his new religion under the supreme
authority of the state. His followers and all other Reformers gradually received the name Protestants, from the
protest issued by the Lutheran princes and cities against the Edict of Speyer At the Diet of Augsburg two
denominations, the Catholic and the Lutheran, were officially recognized in Germany. By the Treaty of
Westphalia recognition was extended to the Calvinists. Lutheranism spread into Denmark, Norway, and
Sweden, whereas Zwinglianism was introduced in German-speaking Switzerland. At Geneva the desire to free
themselves from the authority of the Catholic bishop led the inhabitants to submit to John Calvin. In Scotland
and the Netherlands the nobility were responsible for the success of Calvinism. It destroyed Christian unity,
gave rise to a multitude of sects, and is responsible for the disintegration apparent today in non-Catholic
Christian denominations. It introduced neither religious liberty, nor religious reform. It denied the existence of
spiritual authority in its lawful possessor, the pope, and placed it in the hands of the civilruler. In politics it
effected a prodigious transfer of property from the Church to the State and an enormous increase in the
authority of the civilrulers. Through this strengthening of the secular authofity despotism and tyranny, rather
than democracy and liberty, gained from the movement. Genuine reform was introduced by the Catholic
Church in the work known as the Counter-Reformation. Copyright Statement These files are public domain.
Text Courtesy of BibleSupport.

Page 3

DOWNLOAD PDF THE DICTIONARY OF REFORMATION (ENCYCLOPEDIA
OF THEOLOGY AND CHURCH)
Chapter 4 : Paul C. H. Lim - Wikipedia
Dictionary of Popes and the Papacy (Encyclopedia of Theology and Church) [Bruno Steimer] on
calendrierdelascience.com *FREE* shipping on qualifying offers. This first installment of the Encyclopedia of Theology
and Church is the best one-volume reference work on the popes and the papacy.

Europe, to The term Reformation refers in general to the major religious changes that swept across Europe
during the s, transforming worship, politics, society, and basic cultural patterns. These were separate from the
Latin Catholic Church in organization and different from it in theology. Many other dissident groups and
individuals, collectively known as the Radical Reformation, also emerged during the turmoil of the s and s,
building communities despite frequent persecution. Ongoing efforts to reform the old church took on new
urgency in response to these challenges, leading to a distinct Catholic Reformation. The Protestant
Reformation was embedded in larger processes that included the emergence of national states, new encounters
with the outside world, and deep socioeconomic shifts. The breakdown of religious unity and the
establishment of multiple churches in this era highlights the central role that religion played in early modern
European self-understanding. Doctrinal and ceremonial changes had consequences for every aspect of society,
from family life and gender roles to art and philosophy. As we learn more about different historical actors and
their varying goals, we can no longer view the Reformation as a single conflict between Luther and the popes
or as a single movement, positive or negative. Rather, we must approach the Reformation by looking carefully
at the spiritual aspirations, the cultural frameworks, and the material circumstances of the people whose lives
it transformed. The idea of reformation had a long history in Western thought before , with two main
meanings: Because the term implied renewal or even rebirth, it could also be associated with the renaissance
of classical learning. When evangelical thinkers in the early s called for radical changes in the church, they too
described their project as a "reformation," as did those who sought to improve the church from within. Most
sixteenth-century reformers hoped that a single purified church would be the outcome, while others saw
religious division as a sign of the imminent Apocalypse. Only after , when it became clear that the division
among western European Christians was permanent, did the term "Reformation" become the name for the
movements that created the division as well as for the period during which the division took place.
Developments in formal theology, in broader cultural life, and in different European regions all confirm the
continuity between the Reformation and earlier historical processes. For example, disputes among academic
theologians raised issues similar to those later addressed by Luther and other Reformation thinkers. Late
medieval followers of St. With the growth of universities and the spread of printed books around , many more
thinkers became aware of these debates about the fundamentals of Christian faith, setting the stage for
Reformation controversies. Other scholars point to the Renaissance and particularly to humanist philology as
preparing the ground for religious turmoil. Although few historians today see the Renaissance as the birth of
modern individualism, the recovery of Greek and Latin texts on philosophy and philology during the s did
spur intellectuals to look at the writings of the church fathers and the Bible in new ways. Even when motivated
by orthodox zeal, careful printed editions and new translations of sacred texts raised new questions about the
way the church interpreted its mission. Italian humanists such as Lorenzo Valla led the way in applying the
new philology to sacred texts, but the humanist with the greatest impact in northern Europe was Erasmus of
Rotterdam. In addition to editing both classical literature and the church fathers, Erasmus in issued the first
printed edition of the New Testament in Greek, together with a new Latin translation that changed the
meaning of several key passages. Erasmus was also a best-selling author of Latin textbooksâ€”such as
Encomium Moriae ; English translation, In Praise of Folly, published â€”that savagely mocked popular
superstitions and greedy clergymen. Finally, the Protestant Reformation shared important features with the
Hussite movement that swept through Bohemia in the early s. The teachings of Jan Hus contained several
ideas that Luther later engaged: Anger about the special privileges that priests enjoyed and about the fiscal
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impact of an international church on local societies heightened anticlerical feelings across Europe at this time.
In Italy educated priests such as Gasparo Contarini combined prayer and study while organizing groups to
improve church services for the laity. Among all these groups, humanist ideas and connections played an
important role. Evangelical ideas were therefore widespread in Europe, yet the course of reform differed
enormously from place to place. To understand this variation, argues historian Euan Cameron, we must
analyze the different coalitions that formed and sometimes dissolved around evangelical ideas. Moreover,
criticism of the Roman church was already widespread in Germany, as were lively popular piety and interest
in correct religious practice. Many early adherents saw Luther as a German champion against a corrupt Roman
hierarchy and its financial abuses, and approved of his attacks on the special status of the clergy; others found
spiritual consolation in his understanding of salvation, thought that his calls for "spiritual freedom" would
bring about a just world with lighter burdens, or shared his belief in an imminent Apocalypse. The earliest
representatives of the Radical Reformation also emerged during the early s from the circles around Luther and
Zwingli; while they joined Luther and Zwingli in attacking the existing church, they often called for radical
reform of society and eventually diverged on key doctrinal issues as well. Political and social tensions
converged with new religious ideas to produce a mass movement in the empire, partly because many German
and Swiss towns and even villages enjoyed considerable autonomy. During the decisive years between and ,
moreover, political circumstances in Germany delayed action against Luther. Luther had powerful supporters
among both churchmen and lay leaders, including his lord Frederick the Wise of Saxony, whereas the death of
Emperor Maximilian and the struggle to elect his successor Charles V preoccupied the imperial authorities. By
the time Luther was excommunicated in and banned by the empire in , he had already become a national hero.
The early Reformation coalitions in Germany thus included clergy, some nobles, and many townspeople and
peasants. After Luther refused to recant at the Diet of Worms in , ordinary people in many German towns
called for "preaching the pure Gospel. Through the s, many German cities edged cautiously toward open
rejection of Rome , and by , a substantial majority had joined the Lutheran or Zwinglian "Reformation in the
cities. Adopting the Reformation brought about sharp changes in daily ritual that everyone could see. The
German peasants also hoped that "Godly law" would help liberate them from their burdens. Hundreds of
peasant communes formulated demands that were ultimately distilled into the Twelve Articles of the Swabian
Peasantry. These demanded the "pure Gospel," local election of priests, an end to serfdom, and free access to
commons and forests. Specific Bible verses justified each of the articles, thus linking spiritual renewal to
social change. Although poorer townspeople joined the movement in some areas, the German nobility brutally
suppressed the uprising. Luther too condemned the peasants, although he had initially recognized the justice of
some of their demands. The defeat of the "common man" in shifted Reformation coalitions in Germany toward
urban elites and the territorial nobility, decisively shaping later developments. They faced the challenge of
rebuilding territorial church organization in a way that reflected the new teachings while taking account of
social and political pressures. This required both gaining legal recognition for their faith and establishing a
clearer definition of what they believed. Luther and his key supporter Philipp Melanchthon drew up a
comprehensive statement of Lutheran principles, the Augsburg Confession of , and published new catechisms
to instruct the laity. The process of consolidation led to heightened repression against dissenters of all kinds.
Fearing that Satan sought to destroy the Gospel by encouraging fanaticism, Luther supported the organization
of new hierarchical churches under princely control. After it became clear that neither church would gain a
clear majority among the princes, prelates, and towns in the empire, both sides built up alliances, such as the
Schmalkaldic League, which linked princely territorial ambitions with the defense of Lutheran doctrine. In the
emperor sought a military solution in the Schmalkaldic War. The effects of his initial victory quickly
evaporated amid political maneuvering, however, creating a deadlock that led to the Religious Peace of
Augsburg in The peace decreed that political rulers within Germany could choose between the Catholic and
Lutheran faiths for their entire territories: The dynamic evolution of Reformation coalitions thus left the
German-speaking world mixed in religious confession, with decisive power over religion in the hands of
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territorial rulers. Confessional division had a deep and lasting effect on German identity, churches, and
politics. With few exceptions, those in charge of both churches and governments remained hostile to the
Reformation for at least a generation, rigorously persecuting those who sought to introduce it from Germany.
Even where Roman authority was rejected early, as in England, Reformation coalitions appeared later, grew
more slowly, and attracted fewer influential patrons than in Germany. The historian Heiko Oberman suggests
that we view the Reformation outside Germany as a "reformation of the refugees," since so many leading
figures had to flee from persecution. Calvin himself was a refugee who left France in during an early
crackdown against French evangelicals. During stays first in Strasbourg and then in Geneva, he developed
views that differed in important ways from the Lutheran tradition. Calvin and his followers also wanted
churches that were more independent from secular control than the Lutheran territorial churches. After
Zwingli died in battle against the Catholic Swiss in , his successor Heinrich Bullinger also sought to clarify the
doctrine that separated the Zurich church from Catholics and Lutherans. Discussions among Bullinger, Calvin,
and other Reformed theologians produced the Second Helvetic Confession of and the Heidelberg Catechism of
, important models for later Calvinist confessions of faith. In his Institutes of the Christian Religion, Calvin
produced a systematic Reformed guide to doctrine. Calvinism expanded into France after the s and spread
through parts of Germany, the Netherlands , and eastern Europe. It also predominated in the theology but not
the organization of the Anglican Church in England after The emergence of new churches and the
consolidation of a reformed Catholic Church confronted Europeans after the s with a complex spiritual
landscape. To understand how different Reformation coalitions formed, evolved, and sometimes collapsed, we
need to consider the social position of early adherents, the political system, the nature of earlier heretical or
anti-Roman ideas, and the international pressures each region faced. The Reformation outside Germany
generally lacked peasant participation. It was an urban and professional movement whose most important
early activists came from the younger clergy. In France the decision of some nobles to protect Reformation
thinkers allowed the movement to grow despite harsh persecution. However, noble support also entangled
evangelical religion with factional political disputes that led to vicious religious wars after In northern Europe
the attitudes of monarchs were critical: Elsewhere, kings suppressed the Reformation using mechanisms such
as the Inquisition in Spain or special courts in France. The previous history of religious dissent and the vitality
of local humanist movements also affected local Reformation coalitions. In Bohemia, for example, the
surviving Hussite church made common cause with the Reformers. The strength of humanism in Italy ensured
that serious consideration of evangelical reform within the church continued into the s under the protection of
humanist-influenced bishops. Finally, external circumstances shaped the different Reformation coalitions. In
the Netherlands, Calvinism became part of a national war against Spanish rule, while the Reformation in
Scotland depended on relations between England and France. In eastern Europe political opponents of the
Habsburg dynasty often turned to the Lutheran or Calvinist faiths. Protestant historians portrayed it as a
moment of heroic recovery from medieval "corruption," while some Catholic historians attacked it as a
catastrophic out-break of undisciplined individualism. Marxist historians argued that the popular appeal of
Luther made him part of an "early bourgeois revolution," while the rebellious peasants were proletarians
before their time. Recent studies of the Reformation more often emphasize its social dimension, going beyond
the doctrinal issues that divided Europeans. Because religion helped shape every aspect of European life, the
practices of the new churches caused major changes. Sacramental ceremonies from baptism to last rites had
long marked key moments in the lives and families and communities. By abolishing or changing the
sacraments, Protestantism challenged the social meaning of these rituals. The Protestant attack on clerical
celibacy emptied monasteries and nunneries and led to a married clergy. This shattered older understandings
about sexuality and personal holiness and led to intensified debate about the role of women in society. New
ideas about piety caused the abolition of many public festivals in Protestant regions, often against popular
resistance. In politics the fact that the church had been a political as well as spiritual power led to realignments
at every level from villages to international diplomacy. The emerging Protestant states of northern Europe
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were strengthened by the windfalls of property they seized from their churches, and gained new authority over
daily life through their tight control over the Protestant clergy. Current research concentrates especially on
confessionalization, that is, the organizational consolidation of churches and identities along confessional
lines. Of particular interest is the question of whether the Reformationsâ€”Catholic and Protestantâ€”opened
the way for European states to impose new standards of ethical and sexual behavior on their populations.

Page 7

DOWNLOAD PDF THE DICTIONARY OF REFORMATION (ENCYCLOPEDIA
OF THEOLOGY AND CHURCH)
Chapter 5 : Reformation - Holman Bible Dictionary - Bible Dictionary
Among their perspectives are the contextuality and interculturality of theology, emerging missional ecclesiology in the
Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa and church polity, whether Reformed ministry is a lifelong calling or an
interchangeable profession, the church order of Dordt () and church polity/church order contextualization challenges in
Reformed churches in Indonesia, and canon.

The work as a whole calls for a new approach to Christian worship. It is beneficium rather than sacrificium.
Luther was concerned that the theology of his day had lost sight of the Augustinian concept of grace. Late
medieval Nominalism, as exemplified in the Mass commentary of Gabriel Biel, had moved quite far in the
direction of Pelagianism, as Luther saw it, and it was to this that the central Protestant objection was aimed. If
the first objection was to the Pelagianism of the eucharistic theology of his day, the second objection was to its
formulation in terms of Scholasticism. Luther was not favorably impressed. Recognizing the incongruity of a
spiritualist interpretation with the doctrine of the incarnation, Luther began to realize the importance of
developing his own eucharistic doctrine more fully. While Luther was working to this end, there were others
who tried their hand at the project. By Christian Humanism had already challenged the Scholastic theological
monopoly with some success. While Luther was primarily the product of Scholasticism, there were in South
Germany a number of other theologians profoundly influenced by Christian Humanism and the new
philological studies promoted by the Renaissance. Having nothing to do with philosophical humanism,
Christian Humanism advocated that theology return to the biblical and patristic sources of Christian thought.
This concern for biblical philology made these Reformers more sensitive to the original meaning of scripture.
Originally their objections to the Scholastic eucharistic doctrines were philological rather than philosophical.
Oecolampadius had much the same objection. Being one of the leading patristic scholars of his generation,
Oecolampadius looked into the origins of such terms as mysterion and sacramentum in both scripture and the
usage of the ancient church, suggesting that a proper understanding of them would lead to a better sacramental
theology. Obviously the Sacramentarians, as Zwingli and Oecolampadius were popularly called, had not
provided the new eucharistic doctrine Luther had envisioned, but they had gained some important insights. For
him the basic concern was the meaning of the words of institution. Luther was just as concerned with the
meaning of scripture as Zwingli, but for Luther it seemed quite impossible to take the eucharistic words
tropologically. As he saw it, the words of institution are a summary of the gospel assuring the forgiveness of
sin to those who believe. The sacramental realism here is quite intentional and quite conscious. The emphasis
is on what the communicant receives from Christ rather than on any miraculous transformation performed by
the priest. No agreement came about. Unfortunately, Luther saw Zwingli as a rationalist. While Luther and
Zwingli parted with the conviction that their two positions were irreconcilable, Bucer suspected there was a
way to affirm the real presence without ignoring the biblical exegesis of Zwingli. The Wittenburg Concord
was thereby achieved. It was only with the younger generation of Reformers that the Reformed doctrine of the
eucharist came to full expression in the work of Henry Bullinger, Peter Martyr Vermigli, and John Calvin. As
Bullinger saw it, the sacraments should be understood as signs of the covenant. Bullinger was picking up on
ideas, expressed, but not developed by Luther, Zwingli, and Oecolampadius. By a thorough study of the
biblical concepts behind such basic terms as sign, covenant, and memorial, Bullinger deepened considerably
the position of his predecessor. The approach which Bullinger championed was essentially philological.
Vermigli, a Florentine by birth, educated in Italian via antiqua Scholasticism, came to know the discussion of
eucharistic doctrine which was going on north of the Alps during his days as prior of the Augustinian
community in Naples. As Luther, Vermigli was concerned to recover an Augustinian emphasis on grace in
eucharistic doctrine. Like Bullinger he was concerned to use biblical imagery in trying to understand the
sacrament. He put an emphasis on the sacrament as eucharist, that is, as thanksgiving, and liked to explain
sacramental doctrine by its analogy to Chalcedonian Christology. In Cranmer had Vermigli appointed regius
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professor of divinity at Oxford, and in he participated in the important Oxford Disputation which led to a wide
dissemination of his ideas in England, where his influence was perpetuated by John Jewel, bishop of
Salisbury. Calvin, following Bucer, developed a strong doctrine of the work of the Holy Spirit in bringing
about that which the sacrament signified. Christ is truly present, as Calvin understands it, through the Holy
Spirit. The Holy Spirit works within the hearts of believers restoring the faithful in the image of Christ and
uniting them in his body. It is not a local presence which is at issue but rather a personal presence. Christ is
present at the Supper that the faithful might enter into covenantal fellowship with him and be fed by him on
the Word of Life. When the Consensus Tigurinus became known in northern Germany, it once more
awakened fears of a spiritualist interpretation. Luther had died in and Joachim Westphal of Hamburg became
the chief proponent of Lutheran orthodoxy in regard to eucharistic doctrine. The conversation was as brilliant
as it was heated. For Calvin this was inconsistent with Chalcedonian Christology. It confused the human
nature of Christ with the divine nature of Christ. In England the discussion of eucharistic doctrine was late in
developing. Cranmer had gotten to know the eucharistic controversies firsthand while in Germany in
Although he married the niece of Andreas Osiander, his ideas began to develop in the direction of the
Reformed theologians of South Germany. With the death of Henry viii in , Cranmer was free to lead the
Church of England in a clearly Protestant direction. He called Bucer to Cambridge and Vermigli to Oxford.
Their teaching was received enthusiastically in many circles and when the Prayer Book of appeared it showed
the clear influence of Reformed eucharistic theology. The new approach to the eucharist was above all
championed by Hugh Latimer and Nicholas Ridley. With the accession of Elizabeth I in , the theological
climate changed. The new queen, motivated by political concerns, favored ambiguity in eucharistic doctrine.
The Thirty-nine Articles , simply understood, supported the position of the younger Reformed theologians, but
was capable of other interpretations. Elizabeth recognized the prevailingly Protestant sentiments of her
subjects but wanted to offend no one who would recognize her authority over the church. With the close of the
Council of Trent in Protestant eucharistic theology entered a new phase. Kilian McDonnell, John Calvin: The
Church and the Eucharist Princeton,
Chapter 6 : Reformation | calendrierdelascience.com
Many different threads of Reformed theology and church order were entangled together until the Synod of Dort () led to
the character of the Church as Calvinist in theology and Presbyterian in government. The synod produced the Canons of
Dort, which became one of the doctrinal foundations of the Dutch Reformed Church.
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Calvinism, together with Zwinglianism, which rapidly merged with Calvinism, in its various denominations (the Reformed
Church, Presbyterianism, and Congregationalism) achieved its greatest dissemination in the USA, Great Britain and
certain of its former dominions, the Netherlands, and Switzerland; by the end of the 's there were.
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The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Reformation is the definitive source for information about the entire range of religious
and social changes that altered the face of Europe in the sixteenth century, encompassing not only issues of church
polity and theology but also developments in politics, economics.
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Martin Luther precipitated the Reformation with his critiques of both the practices and the theology of the Roman
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Catholic Church. John Calvin was the most important figure in the second generation of the Reformation, and his
interpretation of Christianity, known as Calvinism, deeply influenced many areas of Protestant thought.
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