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Augmented with useful featuresâ€”vital and concise annotations and cross-referencesâ€”this unique
compendium is certain to become the standard one-volume reference to this influential, versatile, and ever
timely writer. Kaplan, author of Warrior Politics: Learn more about our email lists Under the Cover An
excerpt from The Essential Writings of Machiavelli Chapter One Of the kinds of principalities that exist, and
how they can be acquired All states, all dominions that rule or have ruled over men, are or have been either
republics or principalities. Principalities are either hereditary, with a long-established bloodline, or new. And
the new principalities are either entirely new, as Milan was to Francesco Sforza,2 or are like limbs added to
the hereditary state of the prince who acquires them, as the Kingdom of Naples was to the King of Spain.
Francesco Sforza â€”66 was a soldier of fortune who became Duke of Milan in I shall only concentrate on
principalities, and shall weave together the threads I have already laid out. I will show how these principalities
can be governed and maintained. First, states that are hereditary and tied to the bloodline of their prince are
easier to maintain than new ones. If such a prince is of at least average ability he can retain his position of
power, so long as no extraordinary or excessive force deprive him of it. If this prince is deprived of his state,
he will find he can reacquire it if any misfortune befalls the usurper. In Italy we have the example of the Duke
of Ferrara, who resisted the assaults of the Venetians in and of Pope Julius II in , for the simple reason that he
had inherited an ancient principality. If unusual vices do not make him hated, it is to be expected that he will
be loved by his people. The long continuum of the dominion obliterates the memories and issues that make
men yearn for innovation, for one change will inevitably forge a link to another. First, if the principality is not
completely new, but is like a limb or extension added to another principality in which case we could almost
call the whole state a mixed principality , its volatility stems mainly from a difficulty inherent in all new
principalities. This is that men will willingly change their ruler in the hope that they will fare better, a hope
that leads them to take up arms against their old ruler. But in this they are deceived, because, as they
invariably discover, their lot under a new ruler is inevitably worse. This is the result of another natural and
basic inevitability: You end up making enemies of all those you have offended during your conquest of the
principality, and you find that you cannot keep the friendship of those who helped you to power, since you
cannot satisfy them in the way they had envisioned. Furthermore, you cannot take strong measures against
them, as you are indebted to them. Even with the most powerful army, if you want to invade a state, you need
the support of the people. But for him to lose Milan a second time the whole world had to unite against him,
defeat his army, and chase it out of Italy. Nonetheless, both the first and second time, Milan was taken from
him. The general reasons for the first loss have been discussed. I must stress that the states a prince acquires
and adds to his own are either of the same country and language, or are not. If they are it is much easier to
retain them, particularly if they are not used to freedom. To hold them securely, it is enough to extinguish the
line of the previous prince who ruled them. Although there is some difference in language, their customs are
similar, and their people get along with one another quite easily. He who acquires such states and wishes to
retain them has to make sure of two things: He then devoted himself to studying and writing political
philosophy, history, fiction, and drama.
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In The Essential Writings of Machiavelli, Peter Constantine has assembled a comprehensive collection that shows the
true depth and breadth of a great Renaissance thinker. Refreshingly accessible, these superb new translations are
faithful to Machiavelli's original, beautifully crafted writings.

It also allows one to see the man, rather than the political theorist. Anyone who has actually read the Prince
among his shortest works will see the story is far more complex than that. One of the aspects I enjoyed most
was the letters at the end. From these, he comes of at the end of his life as a generally bitter and cynical man.
No small wonder, as he dies in exile after losing favor in the circles he walked for nearly 30 years. Take a
good long time to read this, and depending on your goals find someone to discuss it with, particularly his
treatises and political letters. I think that it will be a much more fruitful read this way. Ever since the first Ex
Urbe post on Machiavelli, http: First I read the Florentine Histories. Then I read his letters. Then I re-read the
Prince and the Discourses. Well, I guess the If you want one Machiavelli collection this is definitely the one.
But I feel bereft. Well, re-reading is for always, thank goodness. Either you already love Machiavelli or you
need to read the Ex Urbe posts about him and then read this book. Things have changed, but we have not. The
fifteenth book I have finished this year. Also the fifteenth of thirty-six great books, in Professor Fears course,
that I have finished in retirement. The Prince 3 of Mixed Principalities There is a great deal here that should
have made us more careful with Iraq at every step. Nothing is harder to do, more dubious to succeed at, or
more dangerous to manage, than making oneself a ruler and introducing a new order. This is why all armed
prophets were successful, while all unarmed prophets came to ruin. The primary foundation of all states - new,
old, or mixed - is good laws and a good army. He must also make certain that his citizens can go about their
work unhampered - in trade, agriculture, and all other professions - so that no one will be afraid of
accumulating possessions our of fear that they might be taken away, or afraid of staring a business for fear of
taxes. The Discourses are a vigorous championing of a republican form of government. The Discourses I
Preface p. This is the very argument of "Underdevelopment is a State of Mind. The Discourses I Chapter 4 p.
And as Cicero says, the populace, thought ignorant, are capable of understanding the truth, and readily
acquiesce when they are told the truth by a man worthy of trust. An interesting position between Protagoras
and Lincoln. The Discourses I Chapter 6 misses the effect of the "new men" that arose from the physical
empire. The Discourses I Chapter 9 p. It is a general rule that rarely, if ever, has a republic or kingdom been
set up well from the beginning, or had its old institutions entirely reformed, unless this was done by a single
man. The Discourses 1 Chapter 11 p. As the observance of religious worship is the reason for the greatness of
a republic, so the contempt for religious worship is the reason for its ruin. The Discourses 1 Chapter 16 p. In
the annals of ancient history there are countless examples that demonstrate the difficulty a populace that is
accustomed to living under a prince have in conserving their freedom should they by some chance obtain it, as
the Romans did after the Tarquins were expelled. The Discourses 1 Chapter 23 The p. The Discourses 1
Chapter 50 p. It demonstrates too that one should never establish an institution in a state that will enable the
few to block a decision that might be vital in keeping the state from harm. Our Founding Fathers disagreed. I
cannot find the reference, but there was a study that showed that income inequality correlates positively with
the number of vetoes. Having as many as four, as we do, is quite rare. As a result of this, the men of the
Church can be as evil as they wish, because they do not fear a punishment they cannot see and do not believe
in. To show them that she did not care about her sons, she revealed her genitals, saying that she still had the
means to produce more. The Art of War Book I p. Do we not see in your Florentine history the many soldiers
throughout Italy finding themselves without pay once wars ended, gather themselves into brigades called
"companies," going around extolling money from cities, and plundering the land without anyone being able to
do anything about it? This French Years War experience, during 14th century, that led to the
professionalization of the army, greatly increasing the power of the State. Machiavelli comes to a very
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different conclusion. And even though the flood of barbarians caused the Roman Empire to split into several
parts, the skill the empire has amassed did not resurge: First it was a migration of settle agriculturists. Second
the Romans won most of the battles. Even after Florence had expelled the Ghibellines in such numbers that
Tuscany and Lombardy were filled with them, the Guelphs, along with those who remained in Florence, still.
The serious enmity between the populace and the nobles, which arises from the desire of the nobles to
command and that of the populace not to obey, is the cause of all of evils that occur in a city. The most
enduring power is the state which has loyal subject who love their prince. The Life of Castruccio Castranani p.
And if this material, slight as it is, does not prove worthy of a playwright who wished to appear wise and
grave, excuse him with this: You must persuade the abbess to have the girl drink a potion that will make her
miscarry. I will have to give the matter some thought. Why do you need to? So be it, in the name of God! I
shall do as you propose. When evening comes I return home and go into my study. At the door I take off my
everyday clothes, covered with mud and dirt, and don garments of court and palace. Now garbed fittingly I
step into the ancient courts of men of antiquity, where, received kindly, I partake of food that is for me alone
and for which I was born, where I am not ashamed to converse with them and ask them the reasons of their
actions.
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The Essential Writings of Machiavelli offers a well-rounded collection of Machiavelli's work and person True, Machiavelli
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Get this from a library! The essential writings of Machiavelli. [NiccolÃ² Machiavelli; Peter Constantine] -- FINALIST PEN
TRANSLATION PRIZE In The Essential Writings of Machiavelli, Peter Constantine has assembled a comprehensive
collection that shows the true depth and breadth of a great Renaissance.
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