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Plaque commemorating two Home Army soldiers killed during the Ghetto Action. Of the remaining 50,
residents, almost all were captured and shipped to Majdanek and Treblinka. The former Jewish quarter of
Warsaw is no longer in existence. The large-scale action was terminated at  Total number of Jews dealt with
56,, including both Jews caught and Jews whose extermination can be proved. Apart from 8 buildings police
barracks, hospital, and accommodations for housing working-parties the former Ghetto is completely
destroyed. Only the dividing walls are left standing where no explosions were carried out. These figures did
not include Jewish collaborators, but did include the " Trawniki men " and Polish police under his command.
For propaganda purposes, the official announcement claimed the German casualties to be only a few wounded,
while propaganda bulletins of the Polish Underground State announced that hundreds of occupiers had been
killed in the fighting. Total of 19, Jews reported caught 24 April: Total of 27, Jews caught 26 April: Total of
29, Jews captured 27 April: Total of 31, Jews caught 28 April: Total of 33, Jews caught 29 April: Total of 37,
Jews caught 1 May: Total of 38, Jews caught; killed outside the Ghetto 2 May: Total of 40, Jews caught 3
May: Total of 41, Jews caught 4 May: Total of 44, Jews caught 5 May: Total of 45, Jews caught 8 May: Total
of 51, Jews caught; "Jews and bandits" shot outside the Ghetto 10 May: Total of 52, Jews caught 11 May:
Total of 53, Jews caught 12 May: Total of 54, Jews caught 13 May: Total of 55, Jews caught 14 May: Total of
55, Jews caught 15 May: Total of 56, Jews caught 16 May: Total of 57, Jews either captured or killed [33]
According to Raul Hilberg , "the number cited by Stroop 16 dead, 85 wounded cannot be rejected out of hand,
but it is likely that his list was neither complete, free of errors, nor indicative of the German losses throughout
the entire period of resistance, until the absolute liquidation of Jewish life in the ghetto. All the same, the
German casualty figures cited by the various Jewish sources are probably highly exaggerated. MacLean
endorse the accuracy of official German casualty figures. Warsaw Uprising Warsaw Ghetto area after the war.
Thousands of people died in the camp or were executed in the ruins of the ghetto. At the same time, the SS
were hunting down the remaining Jews still hiding in the ruins. On 19 April , the first day of the most
significant period of the resistance, 7, Jews were transported from the Warsaw Ghetto to Treblinka
extermination camp, [38] where, purportedly, they developed again into resistance groups, and then helped to
plan and execute the revolt and mass escape of 2 August  From May to August , Executions in the ruins of the
ghetto were carried out by: Ludwig Fischer , was tried and executed in  Stroop was captured by Americans in
Germany, convicted of war crimes in two different trials U. Hahn went into hiding until , when he was
apprehended and sentenced to life for crimes against humanity ; he served eight years and died in  Heinrich
Klaustermeyer was tried for war crimes in and died in  The ghetto had been totally destroyed by the time of
the general uprising in the city, which was part of the Operation Tempest , a nationwide insurrection plan.
These prisoners had been brought from Auschwitz and forced to clear the remains of the ghetto. In , members
of the kibbutz published Daphei Edut "Testimonies of Survival" , four volumes of personal testimonies from
96 kibbutz members. The settlement features a museum and archives dedicated to remembering the Holocaust.
This was a war of less than a thousand people against a mighty army and no one doubted how it was likely to
turn out. The important things were inherent in the force shown by Jewish youth after years of degradation, to
rise up against their destroyers, and determine what death they would choose: At the time, the action surprised
many and was the focus of controversy, but it has since been credited with helping improve relations between
the NATO and Warsaw Pact countries. Many people from the United States and Israel came for the
commemoration. Two Jewish underground organisations fought in the Warsaw Uprising: His organization had
three rifles in each area, as well as two land mines and one submachine gun. More weapons were supplied
throughout the uprising, and some were captured from the Germans. Some weapons were handmade by the
resistance; sometimes such weapons worked, other times they jammed repeatedly. In his notes, which form
part of Oneg Shabbat archives, he reported: They were armed with revolvers stuck in their belts. Different
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kinds of weapons were hung in the large rooms: Ghetto Action This article may lend undue weight to certain
ideas, incidents, or controversies. Please help improve it by rewriting it in a balanced fashion that
contextualizes different points of view. August Learn how and when to remove this template message The
Polish Home Army also disseminated information and appeals to help the Jews in the ghetto, both in Poland
and by way of radio transmissions to the Allies , which fell largely on deaf ears. Their failure to break through
German defences limited supplies in the ghetto which was otherwise cut off from the outside world by a
German-ordered blockade. Some Germans were eliminated every day.
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This authentic background to so many stories of the personal persecution and survival of the Jews has been retrieved
and collected in the Ghetto Fighters House near Haifa during the last 15 years, and it is the story of the underground
fight of a people ""marked for extermination"".

The Holocaust also called Ha-Shoah in Hebrew refers to the period from January 30, - when Adolf Hitler
became chancellor of Germany - to May 8, , when the war in Europe officially ended. During this time, Jews
in Europe were subjected to progressively harsher persecution that ultimately led to the murder of 6,, Jews 1.
These deaths represented two-thirds of European Jewry and one-third of all world Jewry. Background After its
defeat in World War I, Germany was humiliated by the Versailles Treaty, which reduced its prewar territory,
drastically reduced its armed forces, demanded the recognition of its guilt for the war, and stipulated it pay
reparations to the allied powers. With the German Empire destroyed, a new parliamentary government called
the Weimar Republic was formed. The republic suffered from economic instability, which grew worse during
the worldwide depression after the New York stock market crash in  Massive inflation followed by very high
unemployment heightened existing class and political differences and began to undermine the government.
The Nazi Party had taken advantage of the political unrest in Germany to gain an electoral foothold. At the
bottom of the front page of each issue, in bold letters, the paper proclaimed, "The Jews are our misfortune!
The influence of the newspaper was far-reaching: Soon after he became chancellor, Hitler called for new
elections in an effort to get full control of the Reichstag, the German parliament, for the Nazis. The Nazis used
the government apparatus to terrorize the other parties. They arrested their leaders and banned their political
meetings. Then, in the midst of the election campaign, on February 27, , the Reichstag building burned. A
Dutchman named Marinus van der Lubbe was arrested for the crime, and he swore he had acted alone.
Although many suspected the Nazis were ultimately responsible for the act, the Nazis managed to blame the
Communists, thus turning more votes their way. The fire signaled the demise of German democracy. On the
next day, the government, under the pretense of controlling the Communists, abolished individual rights and
protections: When the elections were held on March 5, the Nazis received nearly 44 percent of the vote, and
with 8 percent offered by the Conservatives, won a majority in the government. The Nazis moved swiftly to
consolidate their power into a dictatorship. On March 23, the Enabling Act was passed. The Nazis marshaled
their formidable propaganda machine to silence their critics. They also developed a sophisticated police and
military force. The Gestapo Geheime Staatspolizei, Secret State Police , a force recruited from professional
police officers, was given complete freedom to arrest anyone after February  With this police infrastructure in
place, opponents of the Nazis were terrorized, beaten, or sent to one of the concentration camps the Germans
built to incarcerate them. Dachau , just outside of Munich, was the first such camp built for political prisoners.
By the end of Hitler was in absolute control of Germany, and his campaign against the Jews in full swing. The
Nazis claimed the Jews corrupted pure German culture with their "foreign" and "mongrel" influence. They
portrayed the Jews as evil and cowardly, and Germans as hardworking, courageous, and honest. The superior
race was the "Aryans," the Germans. The word Aryan, "derived from the study of linguistics, which started in
the eighteenth century and at some point determined that the Indo-Germanic also known as Aryan languages
were superior in their structures, variety, and vocabulary to the Semitic languages that had evolved in the Near
East. Oxford University Press, , p. The Jews Are Isolated from Society The Nazis then combined their racial
theories with the evolutionary theories of Charles Darwin to justify their treatment of the Jews. The Germans,
as the strongest and fittest, were destined to rule, while the weak and racially adulterated Jews were doomed to
extinction. Hitler began to restrict the Jews with legislation and terror, which entailed burning books written
by Jews , removing Jews from their professions and public schools, confiscating their businesses and property
and excluding them from public events. The most infamous of the anti-Jewish legislation were the Nuremberg
Laws , enacted on September 15,  Many Jews attempted to flee Germany, and thousands succeeded by
immigrating to such countries as Belgium , Czechoslovakia, England , France and Holland. It was much more
difficult to get out of Europe. Even if they obtained the necessary documents, they often had to wait months or
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years before leaving. Many families out of desperation sent their children first. In July , representatives of 32
countries met in the French town of Evian to discuss the refugee and immigration problems created by the
Nazis in Germany. Nothing substantial was done or decided at the Evian Conference, and it became apparent
to Hitler that no one wanted the Jews and that he would not meet resistance in instituting his Jewish policies.
By the autumn of , Europe was in effect sealed to most legal emigration. The Jews were trapped. On
November , , the attacks on the Jews became violent. Hershel Grynszpan, a year-old Jewish boy distraught at
the deportation of his family, shot Ernst vom Rath, the third secretary in the German Embassy in Paris, who
died on November 9. Nazi hooligans used this assassination as the pretext for instigating a night of destruction
that is now known as Kristallnacht the night of broken glass. They looted and destroyed Jewish homes and
businesses and burned synagogues. Many Jews were beaten and killed; 30, Jews were arrested and sent to
concentration camps. Soon after, in , the Nazis began establishing ghettos for the Jews of Poland. More than
10 percent of the Polish population was Jewish, numbering about three million. Jews were forcibly deported
from their homes to live in crowded ghettos, isolated from the rest of society. This concentration of the Jewish
population later aided the Nazis in their deportation of the Jews to the death camps. The ghettos lacked the
necessary food, water, space, and sanitary facilities required by so many people living within their constricted
boundaries. Many died of deprivation and starvation. Each group contained several commando units. The
Einsatzgruppen gathered Jews town by town, marched them to huge pits dug earlier, stripped them, lined them
up, and shot them with automatic weapons. The dead and dying would fall into the pits to be buried in mass
graves. In the infamous Babi Yar massacre, near Kiev , 30,, Jews were killed in two days. In addition to their
operations in the Soviet Union, the Einsatzgruppen conducted mass murder in eastern Poland, Estonia,
Lithuania and Latvia. It is estimated that by the end of , the Einsatzgruppen had murdered more than 1. On
January 20, , several top officials of the German government met to officially coordinate the military and
civilian administrative branches of the Nazi system to organize a system of mass murder of the Jews. This
meeting, called the Wannsee Conference , "marked the beinning of the full-scale, comprehensive
extermination operation [of the Jews ] and laid the foundations for its organization, which started immediately
after the conference ended" Yahil, The Holocaust, p. While the Nazis murdered other national and ethnic
groups, such as a number of Soviet prisoners of war, Polish intellectuals, and gypsies, only the Jews were
marked for systematic and total annihilation. Jews were singled out for "Special Treatment"
Sonderbehandlung , which meant that Jewish men, women and children were to be methodically killed with
poisonous gas. In the exacting records kept at the Auschwitz death camp, the cause of death of Jews who had
been gassed was indicated by "SB," the first letters of the two words that form the German term for "Special
Treatment. All were located near railway lines so that Jews could be easily transported daily. A vast system of
camps called Lagersystem supported the death camps. The purpose of these camps varied: Some camps
combined all of these functions or a few of them. All the camps were intolerably brutal. In nearly every
country overrun by the Nazis, the Jews were forced to wear badges marking them as Jews , they were rounded
up into ghettos or concentration camps and then gradually transported to the killing centers. The death camps
were essentially factories for murdering Jews. The Germans shipped thousands of Jews to them each day.
Within a few hours of their arrival, the Jews had been stripped of their possessions and valuables, gassed to
death, and their bodies burned in specially designed crematoriums. Many healthy, young strong Jews were not
killed immediately. These people, imprisoned in concentration and labor camps, were forced to work in
German munitions and other factories, such as I. Farben and Krupps, and wherever the Nazis needed laborers.
They were worked from dawn until dark without adequate food and shelter. Thousands perished, literally
worked to death by the Germans and their collaborators. The Germans forced the starving and sick Jews to
walk hundreds of miles. Most died or were shot along the way. About a quarter of a million Jews died on the
death marches. Jewish resistance did occur, however, in several forms. Staying alive, clean, and observing
Jewish religious traditions constituted resistance under the dehumanizing conditions imposed by the Nazis.
Other forms of resistance involved escape attempts from the ghettos and camps. Many who succeeded in
escaping the ghettos lived in the forests and mountains in family camps and in fighting partisan units. Once
free, though, the Jews had to contend with local residents and partisan groups who were often openly hostile.
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Jews also staged armed revolts in the ghettos of Vilna, Bialystok , Bedzin-Sosnowiec, krakow, and Warsaw.
The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising was the largest ghetto revolt. Massive deportations or Aktions had been held in
the ghetto from July to September , emptying the ghetto of the majority of Jews imprisoned there. When the
Germans entered the ghetto again in January to remove several thousand more, small unorganized groups of
Jews attacked them. After four days, the Germans withdrew from the ghetto, having deported far fewer people
than they had intended. The Nazis reentered the ghetto on April 19, , the eve of Passover , to evacuate the
remaining Jews and close the ghetto. The Jews , using homemade bombs and stolen or bartered weapons,
resisted and withstood the Germans for 27 days. They fought from bunkers and sewers and evaded capture
until the Germans burned the ghetto building by building. By May 16 the ghetto was in ruins and the uprising
crushed. Jews also revolted in the death camps of Sobibor , Treblinka and Auschwitz. All of these acts of
resistance were largely unsuccessful in the face of the superior German forces, but they were very important
spiritually, giving the Jews hope that one day the Nazis would be defeated.
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Get this from a library! The fighting ghettos.. [Isaac Zuckerman; Mazal Holocaust Collection.] -- Series of authentic
narratives, portrays the Jewish fighting organizations and their struggle against the Germans in World War II.

Near panic, Sammern-Frankenegg reported that the German operation initiated earlier that morning, to deport
the last Jews in the Warsaw ghetto to concentration camps for extermination, was not going according to plan.
The Germans had, in fact, encountered such spirited armed resistance that they had been driven out of the
ghetto. Calmly lighting a cigarette, Stroop contemptuously dismissed a suggestion by Sammern-Frankenegg to
call in bomber aircraft from Krakow. That the first German assault had been ignominiously thrown back by
members of what the Nazis regarded as a subhuman race, armed only with infantry weapons, was bad enough.
To commit more weaponry to the assault would only humiliate the Third Reich in the eyes of the world.
Taking personal charge of the operation, Stroop resolved that he would subdue the Jews with the resources at
handâ€”but those would soon prove not to be enough. Following the German invasion of Poland in September
, Reinhard Heydrich, chief of the Gestapo, ordered all Polish Jews to be placed in segregated areas. Food and
medical supplies for the residents of these crowded ghettos were strictly rationed by the Germans, in amounts
calculated to be inadequate, with the ultimate goal of slowly killing off the Jews by hunger or disease. In the
summer of , Heydrich, under the pretext of containing an outbreak of typhus among the Jews in Warsaw,
established a special section in the Polish capital, enclosed by a brick wall 10 feet high and 11 miles in
circumference. Jews fought for jobs, including work in the labor battalions organized by the Nazis. Those
unable to find work sold jewels, clothing or whatever else they possessed in order to obtain food. From to
people died daily. More than 43, starved to death during the first year, and 37, more in the first nine months of 
On July 22, , Himmler ordered all Jews not already in concentration camps to be deported to the camps by the
end of the year. This operation was christened Operation Heydrich, as a memorial to the late Gestapo chief,
who had died in Prague on June 4 of wounds incurred from a bomb thrown under his car on May 29 by a
Czech resistance fighter. The Germans insisted the deportees were being resettled in labor camps, but Jewish
resistance fighters, joining the exodus to reconnoiter and then escaping and returning to the ghetto, revealed
the truth to an incredulous populace. In those camps, the arriving Jews were herded into shower rooms where
they were killed by a cyanide gas called Zyklon B. The bodies were then incinerated in ovens. It was a
program of efficient, systematic extermination on an industrial scale. While many Jews in the ghetto
desperately refused to believe what they heard, thousands of others didâ€”and concluded that if they were all
to be annihilated anyway, they would kill as many of their tormentors as they could before they died. They
were followed soon after by Jewish members of the Polish Workers Party, which had replaced the former
Communist Party. Their leader was Mordechai Anielewicz, a scholar approximately 25 years old who had
displayed an interest in economics and Jewish history before the war. Making their way through the sewers,
Jewish smugglers embarked on a desperate quest to obtain firearms. Some were obtained through the black
market at inflated prices and were often paid for by robbing the treasuries of the Judenrat or of high-ranking
Jewish collaborators. The AK officials claimed that they had barely enough small arms for themselves.
Several AK men added that the Jews had been too docile toward the Germans and doubted that they had the
courage or fighting ability to make good use of any weapons they got. Such sentiments were by no means
universal. A number of AK soldiers, who believed in the solidarity of Polish resistance regardless of religious
differences, took the Jewish smugglers aside and, on their own initiative, supplied them with some small arms
and trained them in their use. Even so, by February , only 50 pistols many of them defective , 50 grenades and
four kilograms of explosives had been obtained from the AK. On January 9, , Himmler visited Warsaw and
inspected the ghetto, whose population had been reduced to about 66, Germans swept into the Umschlagplatz,
but this time few Jews heeded the order to assemble, as factory workers laid low in hiding places and women
hurried their children into bunkers. Some who were caught fought back with knives, axes, iron bars, scissors
and anything else resembling a weapon. Caught unprepared, only four ZOB fighting groups were able to
mobilize in reaction. The first armed resistance occurred when a year-old girl named Emily Landau flung a
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grenade into a cluster of SS men from a rooftop on Gesia Street, killing or wounding a dozen of them. The SS
promptly assaulted the building with submachine guns blazing, only to be met by a volley of return fire that
felled four or five Germans and drove the rest back in disorder. The first to fight, she was also the first to die.
At the intersection of Zamenhofa and Mila streets, an SS detail was leading some prisoners to the
Umschlagplatz when it came under attack by a squad led by Mordechai Anielewicz from his headquarters at
Mila  The astonished Germans abandoned their captives, who scattered in all directions. Minutes later, a
reinforced German platoon counterattacked and killed all of the ZOB squad save for its leader. After those two
clashes, the ZOB abandoned direct confrontation. Ambushes and hit-and-run forays continued to harry the
Germans in nearly every district until January 20, when Sammern-Frankenegg ordered his men out of the
ghetto. In three days, the Germans removed 5, Jews from the ghettoâ€”far short of the one-day quota of
8,â€”at the cost of 20 soldiers killed and 50 wounded. Deportations were temporarily suspended. The Jewish
resistance fighters had won an astounding victory, and although the ZOB was not blind to its weaknesses in
tactics and communication that had been revealed in the fight, it had won the time to incorporate the lessons
learned into the next inevitable confrontation. Between January and April , the ZOB, divided into 22 groups,
built an intricate network of underground cellars and tunnels that were linked with command posts and led to
streets on the outside. Meanwhile, the Germans were hardly taking the emergence of resistance in the ghetto
sitting down. In consequence, he put a new general of police in charge of carrying out his orders: A veteran of
World War I, Stroop had more recently been involved in operations against Soviet partisans in the Ukraine
and was familiar with the latest techniques in counterguerrilla warfare. By April 16, when Himmler arrived in
Warsaw for a series of secret conferences, the forces at his disposal were comprised of the following: In total,
it was expected that 2, Germans would be committed to cleaning out the ghetto, while another 7, SS troops
and policemen patrolled the surrounding non-Jewish districts. Inside the ghetto, the resistance fighters awaited
the onslaught. About armed fighters, male and female, made up the ZOB, while the more conservative, strictly
male ZZW and other groups combined to provide another  As the most organized of the resistance groups, the
ZOB had a specialized plan of defense and was armed with smuggled or captured rifles, pistols and grenades,
along with locally produced bombs and Molotov cocktails. The ZZW was somewhat better equipped and had
more ammunition. Sunday, April 18, marked the first night of the Jewish Passover holiday. Weapons were
distributed, along with food and cyanide poison the latter to be taken if faced with the prospect of capture.
Sammern-Frankenegg believed that the swift occupation of that central area would result in the collapse of
Jewish resistance elsewhere. Behind the Askaris went the remaining Ordnungsdienst, or Jewish ghetto police,
excluding those of their number who balked at participating in the action or were caught trying to
escapeâ€”they were brought to the Gestapo gathering point at Zelazna Street and shot. Save for a few
reconnaissance groups, the streets were devoid of Jews, but banners could be seen in conspicuous
placesâ€”some in Communist red, some in Polish red and white, some in the Zionist colors of blue and white.
Some bore slogans calling for the Christian Poles to act in solidarity with their Jewish countrymen. At about 6
a. Molotov cocktails, grenades, bombs and bullets flew from every window and balcony, driving the soldiers
back in panic. German officers quickly restored order, and the SS advanced again, this time in a less orderly
formation and firing wildly at every window and opening. Despite those measures, the Germans were forced
to retreat once more. Thanks to their well-prepared defensive positions, the Jews had taken no casualties in the
two-hour firefight. Then they set about the grim but necessary task of looting the enemy dead. Elsewhere, at
the strategically important junction of Zamenhofa and Mila streets, four Jewish fighting groups lay in wait for
the oncoming German assault. Again shocked by the sudden hail of fire, Ukrainians and Germans alike broke
and ran for cover or fled the area entirely. Fifteen minutes later, the Germans brought their first light armor
into playâ€”a French-built Chenillette Lorraine 38L tracked weapons-carrier and two armored cars. They were
greeted with a volley of Molotov cocktails. An eyewitness keeping records for the ZOB described what
followed: The flames spread quickly. The blast of the explosion is heard. The machine stands motionless. The
crew is burned alive. The other two tanks turn around and withdraw. The Germans who took cover behind
them withdraw in panic. We take leave of them with a few well-aimed shots and grenades. About a half-hour
after the fight began, the Germans again abandoned the field to the Jews, whose reaction was described by an
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eyewitness: This was a joy free from all personal motives, a joy imbued with the pride that the ghetto was
fighting. The losses during the first attack were: This time, his troops employed fire-and-maneuver tactics,
darting from one point of cover to the next. Stroop placed light fieldpieces at Muranowska Place to provide
them with artillery support. Although their light weapons were no match for artillery and their ammunition
was running low, the Jewish resistance fighters defended the corner gamely, changing positions through attics
and rooftops and punishing the Germans with grenades. Finally, Stroop was reluctantly compelled to call in
aircraft, under whose bomb strikes the fighters were at last forced to withdraw to Rabbi Maisels Street. Before
retreating, the Jews set a German warehouse at 31 Nalewki Street on fire, in accordance with orders from the
resistance leadership that all forced-labor factories and stores of valuables made in them for the Germans be
destroyed. The Germans, in turn, committed their first reprisal after they bombarded and then occupied the
ghetto hospital. German, and to a greater degree Ukrainian, soldiers entered the burning wards and threw
patients into the flames. In the maternity ward, they tore open the wombs of pregnant women with their
bayonets and smashed the heads of newborn infants against the walls. Inside the makeshift bunkers, Jews said
a brief prayer for their dead, but death had become such an everyday occurrence in the ghetto as to be of
secondary importance to a victory that the Germans could no longer take away. If the resistance fighters did
not lay down their arms, the entire ghetto would be razed. It was flatly rejected. Backed by two machine guns,
the Jews in Muranowska 7 and 9 counterattacked, killing or wounding several Germans and driving off the
rest. Half an hour later, four armored vehicles, armed with anti-aircraft guns, resumed the German assault. The
resistance fighters disabled one Flakwagen with a grenade, but the others bombarded the buildings for 15
minutes, after which the Germans stormed the Jewish positions. Fierce hand-to-hand combat ensued, ending in
the capture of 80 resistance fighters. Among the German casualties was a senior SS officer. In reprisal, Stroop
ordered several hundred Jewish prisonersâ€”mostly unarmed noncombatantsâ€”shot on the spot. Jews
manning an observation post on the third floor of 3 Wolowa Street watched the Germans advance until they
passed the gate to Wolowa 6â€”then, a button was pushed and a mine planted in the gate went off, killing 22
Germans.
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Did you know you could subscribe to a channel to get their latest updates?

Approximately , men, women, and children were packed in cattle cars and transported to the Treblinka death
camp where they were murdered. This left a Jewish population of between 55, and 60, in the ghetto. Mordecai
Anielewicz In April , the Jews learned the Germans planned to deport all the people who remained in the
Warsaw ghetto to Treblinka. A group of mostly young people formed an organization called the Z. In January
, Warsaw ghetto fighters fired upon German troops as they tried to round up another group of ghetto
inhabitants for deportation. Fighters used a small supply of weapons that had been smuggled into the ghetto.
After a few days, the troops retreated. This small victory inspired the ghetto fighters to prepare for future
resistance. The impact on the ghetto residents is described in the Encyclopedia of the Holocaust: The Jews in
the ghetto believed that what had happened in January was proof that by offering resistance it was possible to
force the Germans to desist from their plans. Many thought that the Germans would persist in unrestrained
mass deportations only so long as the Jews were passive, but that in the face of resistance and armed
confrontation they would think twice before embarking upon yet another Aktion. The Germans would also
have to take into account the possibility that the outbreak of fighting in the ghetto might lead to the rebellion
spreading to the Polish population and might create a state of insecurity in all of occupied Poland. These
considerations led the civilian population of the ghetto, in the final phase of its existence, to approve of
resistance and give its support to the preparations for the uprising. The population also used the interval to
prepare and equip a network of subterranean refuges and hiding places, where they could hold out for an
extended period even if they were cut off from one another. In the end, every Jew in the ghetto had his own
spot in one of the shelters set up in the central part of the ghetto. The civilian population and the fighters now
shared a common interest based on the hope that, under the existing circumstances, fighting the Germans
might be a way to rescue. After the January battle, the Jews spent the following weeks training, acquiring
weapons, and making plans to defend of the ghetto. The Germans also prepared for the possibility of a fight.
On the morning of April 19, , the Warsaw ghetto uprising began after German troops and police entered the
ghetto to deport its surviving inhabitants. Seven hundred and fifty fighters armed with a handful of pistols, 17
rifles, and Molotov cocktails faced more than 2, heavily armed and well-trained German troops supported by
tanks and flamethrowers.. After the Germans were forced to withdraw from the ghetto, they returned with
more and more firepower. Still, the Jews held out against the overwhelming force for 27 days. Mordecai
Anielewicz and a large number of his colleagues were killed in the fighting, but several dozen fighters escaped
through the sewers. On May 16, Stroop announced the fighting was over. The outcome was preordained, but
the dramatic act of resistance helped raise the morale of Jews everywhere, if only briefly. Encyclopedia of the
Holocaust.
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Chapter 5 : The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising

In the ghetto, running from a fight is the worst thing you can do. For starters, there's the obvious problem: you gained a
reputation for weakness. That reputation then gets put to the test.

Polish Jews are forced out of hiding by the Nazis during the Warsaw ghetto uprising. Wikimedia Commons 2
of 56 Very young Ukrainian nationalists, in cooperation with the Nazi SS and armed with clubs, chase a
Jewish woman through the streets of the Lviv ghetto, where at least 6, Jews were killed by militias and Nazi
forces. Starving children huddle for warmth inside the Warsaw ghetto. Wikimedia Commons 5 of 56 A boy
holds up a sign labelling him as a Jew. Wikimedia Commons 6 of 56 A dead man lies in the street, surrounded
by a crowd of people, in the Warsaw ghetto in. In the original caption, the SS labelled them "bandits" for
trying to avoid the death camps. April or May  Wikimedia Commons 9 of 56 Jews are lined up against the
ghetto wall to be searched. Wikimedia Commons 10 of 56 A woman dangles from a balcony of a burning
building during the Warsaw ghetto uprising, desperately trying to escape with her life. Wikimedia Commons
11 of 56 A Jewish man crawls out of his hiding place in the floor. Wikimedia Commons 12 of 56 A Jewish
man is forced out of hiding during the Warsaw ghetto uprising. Wikimedia Commons 13 of 56 An emaciated
corpse, likely dead from hunger, is collected off the streets. Wikimedia Commons 14 of 56 A housing block
burns during the suppression of the Warsaw ghetto uprising. Wikimedia Commons 15 of 56 Krakow after the
deportation of the Jewish population. Their meager possessions litter the streets. Wikimedia Commons 16 of
56 The women and children of the Minsk Ghetto walk down the streets, the star of David marking them as
Jews. Wikimedia Commons 17 of 56 Nazi soldiers stand over the dead bodies of Jewish civilians they have
shot dead. Wikimedia Commons 18 of 56 Building the wall to the Krakow ghetto. Wikimedia Commons 19 of
56 A woman smuggles contraband milk into the ghetto and sells it to a starving child. Wikimedia Commons
20 of 56 A dead body lies on the streets of the Warsaw ghetto. Wikimedia Commons 21 of 56 An elderly man
living inside of a ghetto. Wikimedia Commons 22 of 56 Carts full of corpses are carried off to the cemetery.
Wikimedia Commons 23 of 56 A Jewish policeman, conscripted by the Nazis to constrict the freedoms of his
own people, stands watch by a doorway. Wikimedia Commons 24 of 56 Captured Jews are marched off for
deportation. Wikimedia Commons 25 of 56 A cart full of clothes rolls through the Warsaw ghetto. Wikimedia
Commons 26 of 56 Jewish rabbis are rounded up by SS officers. Wikimedia Commons 27 of 56 Jews sit and
await deportation to the death camps. Wikimedia Commons 28 of 56 A man comes out of hiding with his
hands up. Wikimedia Commons 29 of 56 The workers of a forced labor factory, where Jewish slaves were
forced to make helmets for the Nazis, learn that they will not be spared. Wikimedia Commons 30 of 56 Nazis
patrol the burning ghetto of Warsaw. Wikimedia Commons 32 of 56 Polish families being deported into the
Warsaw Ghetto. Wikimedia Commons 34 of 56 Jewish laborers work inside a sweatshop. Wikimedia
Commons 35 of 56 Inside of a sweatshop in a Jewish ghetto. Wikimedia Commons 36 of 56 A Jewish doctor
replaces his sign, on orders from the Nazis, to one written in Hebrew script and displaying the Star of David.
Wikimedia Commons 37 of 56 A fish stall inside of the Warsaw ghetto, during the early days of the
Holocaust. Wikimedia Commons 38 of 56 The Nazis crack down on smuggling to keep food from getting into
the ghettos. Wikimedia Commons 39 of 56 Jews put into forced labor work on the railway. Wikimedia
Commons 40 of 56 SS officers interrogate men inside the Warsaw ghetto. Wikimedia Commons 41 of 56 A
man is dragged out of hiding as the SS comes in to force the people of the Warsaw ghetto into the death
camps. Wikimedia Commons 42 of 56 Residents of the Warsaw ghetto sit on the curb, awaiting their fate.
Wikimedia Commons 43 of 56 The SS opens the underground bunkers where some have hidden to avoid
being dragged out of the ghetto and into the death camps. Wikimedia Commons 44 of 56 A family surrenders
to the SS. Wikimedia Commons 46 of 56 Nazi soldiers discuss how best to evacuate and deport the Jewish
workers inside of a factory. Wikimedia Commons 47 of 56 Men carry off a cart filled with the emaciated,
starved corpses of children. Wikimedia Commons 48 of 56 A man covers his mouth with a handkerchief,
struggling to breathe through the smoke. Wikimedia Commons 49 of 56 Jews captured during the Warsaw
ghetto uprising are marched to a holding area for deportation. The Nazi officer who took the photo gave it the
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title: Wikimedia Commons 51 of 56 Nazi officers watch as the Warsaw ghetto burns. Wikimedia Commons
52 of 56 A mass grave outside of a ghetto, where people have been dragged out and shot. Wikimedia
Commons 53 of 56 The ruins of a ghetto. Wikimedia Commons 54 of 56 The dead bodies of executed Jews lie
in the ruins of the Warsaw ghetto. Wikimedia Commons 55 of 56 Captured Jews are lead through the burning
ghetto in Warsaw. They will be sent to the death camps. Wikimedia Commons 56 of 
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In total, some 30, people were killed, [15] and 10 percent of the city was destroyed. Meanwhile, the German
fifth column members of Selbstschutz detained by the defenders of Warsaw were released immediately. In the
next two years their number more than doubled, on top of over 50, German military personnel. Jewish ghettos
in German-occupied Poland U. On October 26, the imposition of Jewish forced labour was announced, to clear
the rubble from bomb damage among similar tasks. Beginning December 1, all Jews older than ten were
compelled to wear a white armband , and on December 11, they were forbidden from using public transit. The
Jewish population of the capital reached , before the end of the year. The work was supervised by the Warsaw
Judenrat. The population of the ghetto was , initially. Escapees were shot on sight. German policemen from
Battalion 61 used to hold victory parties on the days when a large number of desperate prisoners were shot at
the ghetto fence. In January , the gate was removed and a wooden footbridge was built over it, [27] which
became one of the postwar symbols of the Holocaust in occupied Poland. In the back buildings from the left:
This side of the gate and the buildings on the other side of the wall belonged to Polish side. But the Kehilla
was an anomalous institution. It is estimated that at the time of closure of the ghetto there were around 2,
Christians, and number possibly rose eventually to over 5, Many of these people considered themselves
Polish, but due to Nazi racial criteria they were classified by German authorities as Jewish. All Saints Church
served Jewish Christians who were detained in the ghetto. At that time, the parish priest, Marceli Godlewski,
known for his antisemitism before the war, became involved in helping them. For his actions in he was
posthumously awarded the Righteous Among the Nations medal. Photo by Nazi officer P. Zermin, now in
German Federal Archive A child dying on the sidewalk of the Warsaw Ghetto, September 19, During the first
year and a half, thousands of Polish Jews as well as some Romani people from smaller towns and the
countryside were brought into the Ghetto. Nevertheless, the typhus epidemics and starvation kept the
inhabitants at about the same number. The German authorities were solely responsible for the arrival of food
aid, consisting usually of dry bread, flour and potatoes of the lowest quality, groats, turnips, and a small
monthly supplement of margarine, sugar, and meat. Up to 80 percent of food consumed in the Ghetto was
brought in illegally. Foodstuffs were smuggled often by children alone who crossed the Ghetto wall any way
possible by the hundreds, sometimes several times a day, returning with goods that could weigh as much as
they did. Smuggling was often the only source of subsistence for the Ghetto inhabitants, who would otherwise
have died of starvation. Despite grave hardships, life in the Warsaw Ghetto had educational and cultural
activities, conducted by its underground organizations. Hospitals, public soup kitchens, orphanages, refugee
centers and recreation facilities were formed, as well as a school system. Some schools were illegal and
operated under the guise of soup kitchens. There were secret libraries, classes for the children and even a
symphony orchestra. Rabbi Alexander Friedman , [41] secretary-general of Agudath Israel of Poland, was one
of the Torah leaders in the Warsaw Ghetto; he organized an underground network of religious schools,
including "a Yesodei HaTorah school for boys, a Bais Yaakov school for girls, a school for elementary Jewish
instruction, and three institutions for advanced Jewish studies". In , when the Germans gave official
permission to the local Judenrat to open schools, these schools came out of hiding and began receiving
financial support from the official Jewish community. By spring , the Stickerei Abteilung Division with
headquarters at Nowolipie 44 Street had already employed 3, workers making shoes, leather products,
sweaters and socks for the Wehrmacht. Other divisions were making furs and wool sweaters also, guarded by
the Werkschutz police. His Jewish labour exploitation was a source of envy for other Ghetto inmates living in
fear of deportations.
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The revolt began on April 19, , and was crushed four weeks later, on May  The Warsaw ghetto , enclosed at
first with barbed wire but later with a brick wall 10 feet 3 metres high and 11 miles 18 km long, comprised the
old Jewish quarter of Warsaw. The Nazis herded Jews from surrounding areas into this district until by the
summer of nearly , of them lived within its acres hectares ; many had no housing at all, and those who did
were crowded in at about nine people per room. Starvation and disease especially typhus killed thousands each
month. Beginning July 22, , transfers to the death camp at Treblinka began at a rate of more than 5, Jews per
day. Only some 55, remained in the ghetto. As the deportations continued, despair gave way to a
determination to resist. He ordered the deportation of another 8, Jews. The January deportations caught the
Jews by surprise, and ghetto residents thought that the end had come. Making use of the many hiding places
that they had created since April, Jews did not report as ordered. The resistance sprang into action. Jewish
fighters could strike quickly, then escape across the rooftops. German troops, on the other hand, moved
cautiously and would not go down to cellars. When the German deportation effort ended within a few days,
Jews interpreted this as a victory. From then on, the resistance dominated the ghetto. The resistance fortified
hideouts and strengthened fighting units in preparation for the next battle. For our hour had come without any
sign of hope or rescue. April 19 was also the first day of Passover , the Jewish holy days celebrating freedom
from slavery in Egypt. Before dawn, 2, SS men and German army troops moved into the area with tanks,
rapid-fire artillery, and ammunition trailers. The Germans withdrew in the evening. The next day the fighting
resumed and casualties mounted. The Germans used gas, police dogs, and flamethrowers in an effort to rout
the Jews from their bunkers, leaving the city under a pall of smoke for days. They no longer entered the ghetto
in large groups but roamed it in small bands. Then they made a decision to burn the entire ghetto. During the
later stages of the invasion of the ghetto, German forces operated in smaller units. The Jews held out for nearly
a month. Resistance fighters succeeded in hiding in the sewers, even though the Germans tried first to flood
them and then force them out with smoke bombs. The one-sided battle continued until May 16, becoming
sporadic as Jewish ammunition was exhausted. Total casualty figures for the uprising are uncertain, but the
Germans likely lost several hundred soldiers during the 28 days that it took them to kill or deport over 40,
Jews. Thereupon he wrote his report: Jews had resisted the Nazis with armed force. The significance and
symbolic resonance of the uprising went far beyond those who fought and died. Jewish self-defense in the
ghetto is now an accomplished fact. Some aspects of the Warsaw uprising were common to all ghetto
insurrections. More than , had died at the extermination camps; the rail cars were at the station. The fighters
knew that they were bound to lose. There was no longer a choice between life and death, but the honour of the
Jewish people was at stake. They chose to die fighting and to inflict casualties on the enemy. Jewish fighters
faced overwhelmingly superior forces. Even if they are understated with regard to their losses, the German
figures reported after the battle reflect the mismatch. Of the Jews captured, the Germans shot 7, and
transported 7, to the death camp at Treblinka, 15, to Majdanek , and the remainder to forced-labour camps.
The Germans captured 9 rifles, 59 pistols, and several hundred grenades, explosives, and mines. Among the
Germans and their collaborators, the stated losses were 16 dead and 85 wounded.
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The Warsaw ghetto was the largest ghetto established in Poland. Approximately , Jews were crowded into an area of
square miles that was the Warsaw ghetto. Other major ghettos were located in Krakow, Bialystok, Lvov, Lublin, Vilna,
Kovno, Czestochowa, and Minsk.

Willingness To Fight I will never live in a housing project again. The 18 years I spent there were more than
enough. I learned about human nature, basic survival and how to behave to stay safe in a den of jackals. The
following is an important lesson I learned from living in the ghetto. By name Last modified October 22, I
grow up poor in a dangerous part of town. While I accumulated many valuable lessons and perspectives on life
, they came at a steep price. Say what you want about rich kids, but quality of life matters more than most
people want to admit when it comes to raising children. Assholes come from all socio-economic backgrounds.
At least not one acquired legally. This happened at least a few times per year. I will never live in a housing
project again. When I was younger, I thought I had a sign on my back for fights. In retrospect, I only fought
more than a slightly above-average amount. There was a pattern. One kid found a reason to fight another. The
target of the aggression responded in one of two ways: In the ghetto, running from a fight is the worst thing
you can do. That reputation then gets put to the test. Secondly, ghettos are small places. Everyone knows
where you live. It only delayed the inevitable fight. It was a choice between the lesser of two evils. I always
chose to fight but with a slight modification. Once I realized the person intended to hurt me, I threw the first
punch and committed to extreme violence. Breaking even was still a loss. This was terrifying since I knew
some kids had access to guns. This is how the hunted becomes the hunter while playing defense. This also
revealed a subtle difference between bullies and genuinely violent people. Whether you win or lose, standing
up to a bully only counts if you get into an actual fight. My life would have been a lot easier if the ghetto was
only full of bullies. The Ghetto Has Something Worse Than Bullies Instead, ghettos are full of aggressive kids
who have a genuine taste for violence and dominance. I call them jackals. These are the ones most likely to
retaliate and to recruit groups of other like-minded individuals to make your life miserable. The response is
still the same: Bullies will try but are unpleasantly surprised when you fight back. Bullies and Jackals are both
still human beings and operate under the same rules that other humans do: They wish to put forth as little
effort and avoid as much pain as possible en route to their goals. To them, violence is fun, but it costs more
effort than making a few threats and having you fall into line without resistance. Resistance makes them
experience pain so the kids that were willing to fight back avoided. Aggressors pick their targets because they
look like an easy mark. These people are used to their targets retreating at the first show of force. My book
teaches other lessons I learned from boxing and growing up in the hood. Not only do you win a short-term
victory, but the long-term psychological advantage is now yours. At that point, your most powerful weapon is
their fear. The best defense is an unintimidated offense. And next, read this: Join thousands of others who
receive weekly exclusive content straight to their inbox.

Chapter 9 : Jewish Ghettos Of The Holocaust, In 55 Heartbreaking Photos

The Warsaw ghetto uprising was a violent revolt that occurred from April 19 to May 16, , during World War II. Residents
of the Jewish ghetto in Nazi-occupied Warsaw, Poland, staged the armed.
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