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Roman coin depicting election A British election ballot paper, Elections were used as early in history as
ancient Greece and ancient Rome , and throughout the Medieval period to select rulers such as the Holy
Roman Emperor see imperial election and the pope see papal election. The Raja belonged to the noble
Kshatriya varna warrior class , and was typically a son of the previous Raja. However, the gana members had
the final say in his elections. After the election the votes were taken out and counted. Such elections were
quite common in contemporary societies of the region. The leaves, with candidate names written on them,
were put inside a mud pot. To select the committee members, a young boy was asked to take out as many
leaves as the number of positions available. This was known as the Kudavolai system. Males, the dominant
cultural group in North America and Europe, often dominated the electorate and continue to do so in many
countries. The electorate does not generally include the entire population; for example, many countries
prohibit those who are under the age of majority from voting, all jurisdictions require a minimum age for
voting. In Australia Aboriginal people were not given the right to vote until see referendum entry and in the
federal government removed the rights of prisoners to vote a large proportion of which are Aboriginal
Australians. Suffrage is typically only for citizens of the country, though further limits may be imposed.
However, in the European Union, one can vote in municipal elections if one lives in the municipality and is an
EU citizen; the nationality of the country of residence is not required. Campaigners working on posters in
Milan , Italy, In some countries, voting is required by law; if an eligible voter does not cast a vote, he or she
may be subject to punitive measures such as a fine. In many cases, nomination for office is mediated through
preselection processes in organized political parties. In a direct democracy , one type of non-partisan
democracy , any eligible person can be nominated. Although elections were used in ancient Athens, in Rome,
and in the selection of popes and Holy Roman emperors, the origins of elections in the contemporary world lie
in the gradual emergence of representative government in Europe and North America beginning in the 17th
century. In some systems no nominations take place at all, with voters free to choose any person at the time of
votingâ€”with some possible exceptions such as through a minimum age requirementâ€”in the jurisdiction. In
such cases, it is not required or even possible that the members of the electorate be familiar with all of the
eligible persons, though such systems may involve indirect elections at larger geographic levels to ensure that
some first-hand familiarity among potential electees can exist at these levels i. As far as partisan systems, in
some countries, only members of a particular party can be nominated see one-party state. Or, any eligible
person can be nominated through a process; thus allowing him or her to be listed. Electoral systems[ edit ]
Electoral systems are the detailed constitutional arrangements and voting systems that convert the vote into a
political decision. The first step is to tally the votes, for which various vote counting systems and ballot types
are used. Voting systems then determine the result on the basis of the tally. Most systems can be categorized
as either proportional or majoritarian. Among the former are party-list proportional representation and
additional member system. Among the latter are First Past the Post electoral system relative majority and
absolute majority. Many countries have growing electoral reform movements, which advocate systems such as
approval voting , single transferable vote , instant runoff voting or a Condorcet method ; these methods are
also gaining popularity for lesser elections in some countries where more important elections still use more
traditional counting methods. The secret ballot is a relatively modern development, but it is now considered
crucial in most free and fair elections, as it limits the effectiveness of intimidation. Scheduling[ edit ] The
nature of democracy is that elected officials are accountable to the people, and they must return to the voters at
prescribed intervals to seek their mandate to continue in office. For that reason most democratic constitutions
provide that elections are held at fixed regular intervals. In the United States, elections for public offices are
typically held between every two and six years in most states and at the federal level, with exceptions for
elected judicial positions that may have longer terms of office. There is a variety of schedules, for example
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presidents: Pre-determined or fixed election dates have the advantage of fairness and predictability. However,
they tend to greatly lengthen campaigns, and make dissolving the legislature parliamentary system more
problematic if the date should happen to fall at time when dissolution is inconvenient e. In practice, this means
the government remains in power for close to its full term, and choose an election date it calculates to be in its
best interests unless something special happens, such as a motion of no-confidence. This calculation depends
on a number of variables, such as its performance in opinion polls and the size of its majority. Political
campaign When elections are called, politicians and their supporters attempt to influence policy by competing
directly for the votes of constituents in what are called campaigns. Supporters for a campaign can be either
formally organized or loosely affiliated, and frequently utilize campaign advertising. It is common for political
scientists to attempt to predict elections via Political Forecasting methods. In many countries with weak rule
of law , the most common reason why elections do not meet international standards of being "free and fair" is
interference from the incumbent government. Dictators may use the powers of the executive police, martial
law, censorship, physical implementation of the election mechanism, etc. Members of a particular faction in a
legislature may use the power of the majority or supermajority passing criminal laws, defining the electoral
mechanisms including eligibility and district boundaries to prevent the balance of power in the body from
shifting to a rival faction due to an election. Monitoring for and minimizing electoral fraud is also an ongoing
task in countries with strong traditions of free and fair elections. Problems that prevent an election from being
"free and fair" take various forms. Freedom of speech may be curtailed by the state, favoring certain
viewpoints or state propaganda. Only batches of two or three were allowed to enter the polling-office at a
time. Armed sentries guarded the gates and the doors leading to the office, and were also posted on the roofs
of adjoining houses and in the belfry and tower of the church. Gerrymandering , exclusion of opposition
candidates from eligibility for office, needlessly high restrictions on who may be a candidate, like ballot
access rules, and manipulating thresholds for electoral success are some of the ways the structure of an
election can be changed to favor a specific faction or candidate. Interference with campaigns[ edit ] Those in
power may arrest or assassinate candidates, suppress or even criminalize campaigning, close campaign
headquarters, harass or beat campaign workers, or intimidate voters with violence. Foreign electoral
intervention can also occur. Tampering with the election mechanism[ edit ] This can include confusing or
misleading voters about how to vote, violation of the secret ballot , ballot stuffing , tampering with voting
machines, destruction of legitimately cast ballots, voter suppression , voter registration fraud, failure to
validate voter residency, fraudulent tabulation of results, and use of physical force or verbal intimation at
polling places. Other examples include persuading candidates into not standing against them, such as through
blackmailing, bribery, intimidation or physical violence. Sham election[ edit ] A sham election is an election
that is held purely for show; that is, without any significant political choice or real impact on results of
election. Dictatorial regimes can also organize show elections with results simulating those that might be
achieved in democratic countries.
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Supreme Court to hear on Verification of Lawyers: Aforesaid is a transferred case vide order dated Election
to the State Bar Council: The election to State Bar Council would be held only after identification of such fake
lawyers. The apex court has directed that: It was brought to the notice of the Court, that work relating to
verification is slow where the Advocate Generals are functioning as the Chairman of the State Bar Council, as
they are unable to spare time for the same due to heavy work load. The following directions vide the present
order was issued: Time to cure the defect in verification Application: Fifteen days time is given to cure the
defective application of the concerned advocates. The time will begin to run from the date of publication in
two leading newspaper. Time for verification of Degrees: One-month time granted for verification of
application without any charge by the State Bar Council after the expiry of 15 days aforementioned. The
University authorities will ensure verification of degrees awarded by them within one month of presentation
without any charge. Publication of Electoral Rolls: The State Bar Council will publish final electoral rolls with
names and particulars of such advocates whose degree stands verified by the concerned university authorities.
Contents of Electoral Rolls: The Electoral rolls prepared will not contain the names of such advocates whose
degrees have been found to be fake or whose has not done due verification as directed under the orders of the
court. The Schedule of Election to be declared after the expiry of 75 days and within one week mentioning
therein: All the State Bar Councils are directed to take steps till Thereafter the Bar Council of India to file the
status report. The publication in two leading newspapers of the needful direction to the State Bar Council to
this effect to complete the work by Bar Council of India is directed to supervise the verification work under
the retired Judge of the Supreme Court of India and take needful actions for it. Next date of hearing: Order of
the Supreme Court: Notifications of Bar Council of India Rules:
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The Kouroukan Fouga divided the Mali Empire into ruling clans lineages that were represented at a great
assembly called the Gbara. However, the charter made Mali more similar to a constitutional monarchy than a
democratic republic. However, the power to call parliament remained at the pleasure of the monarch. The
English Civil War â€” was fought between the King and an oligarchic but elected Parliament, [51] [52] during
which the idea of a political party took form with groups debating rights to political representation during the
Putney Debates of After the Glorious Revolution of , the Bill of Rights was enacted in which codified certain
rights and liberties, and is still in effect. The Bill set out the requirement for regular elections, rules for
freedom of speech in Parliament and limited the power of the monarch, ensuring that, unlike much of Europe
at the time, royal absolutism would not prevail. In North America, representative government began in
Jamestown, Virginia , with the election of the House of Burgesses forerunner of the Virginia General
Assembly in English Puritans who migrated from established colonies in New England whose local
governance was democratic and which contributed to the democratic development of the United States ; [56]
although these local assemblies had some small amounts of devolved power, the ultimate authority was held
by the Crown and the English Parliament. The Puritans Pilgrim Fathers , Baptists , and Quakers who founded
these colonies applied the democratic organisation of their congregations also to the administration of their
communities in worldly matters. The taxed peasantry was represented in parliament, although with little
influence, but commoners without taxed property had no suffrage. The creation of the short-lived Corsican
Republic in marked the first nation in modern history to adopt a democratic constitution all men and women
above age of 25 could vote [62]. This Corsican Constitution was the first based on Enlightenment principles
and included female suffrage , something that was not granted in most other democracies until the 20th
century. In the American colonial period before , and for some time after, often only adult white male property
owners could vote; enslaved Africans, most free black people and most women were not extended the
franchise. Athena has been used as an international symbol of freedom and democracy since at least the late
eighteenth century. This was particularly the case in the United States , and especially in the last fifteen slave
states that kept slavery legal in the American South until the Civil War. A variety of organisations were
established advocating the movement of black people from the United States to locations where they would
enjoy greater freedom and equality. Universal male suffrage was established in France in March in the wake
of the French Revolution of Fascism and dictatorships flourished in Nazi Germany , Italy , Spain and Portugal
, as well as non-democratic governments in the Baltics , the Balkans , Brazil , Cuba , China , and Japan ,
among others. The democratisation of the American, British, and French sectors of occupied Germany
disputed [82] , Austria, Italy, and the occupied Japan served as a model for the later theory of government
change. However, most of Eastern Europe , including the Soviet sector of Germany fell into the
non-democratic Soviet bloc. The war was followed by decolonisation , and again most of the new independent
states had nominally democratic constitutions.
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Coalition with INC Other parties India has a multi-party system , where there are a number of national as well
as regional parties. A regional party may gain a majority and rule a particular state. If a party is represented in
more than 4 states, it would be labelled a national party. The party enjoyed a parliamentary majority save for
two brief periods during the s and late s. This rule was interrupted between and , when the Janata Party
coalition won the election owing to public discontent with the controversial state of emergency declared by the
then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. The Janata Dal won elections in , but its government managed to hold on
to power for only two years. Between and , there was a period of political flux with the government being
formed first by the nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party BJP followed by a left-leaning United Front coalition. In
, the BJP formed the National Democratic Alliance with smaller regional parties, and became the first
non-INC and coalition government to complete a full five-year term. The Indian elections saw the INC
winning the largest number of seats to form a government leading the United Progressive Alliance , and
supported by left-parties and those opposed to the BJP. The UPA ruled India without the support of the left
front. Previously, Atal Bihari Vajpayee [10] had taken office in October after a general election in which a
BJP-led coalition of 13 parties called the National Democratic Alliance emerged with a majority. Formation of
coalition governments reflects the transition in Indian politics away from the national parties toward smaller,
more narrowly based regional parties. Some regional parties, especially in South India, are deeply aligned to
the ideologies of the region unlike the national parties and thus the relationship between the central
government and the state government in various states has not always been free of rancor. Disparity between
the ideologies of the political parties ruling the centre and the state leads to severely skewed allocation of
resources between the states. Political issues See also: Corruption in India Social issues This section does not
cite any sources. Please help improve this section by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material
may be challenged and removed. October Learn how and when to remove this template message The lack of
homogeneity in the Indian population causes division between different sections of the people based on
religion , region , language , caste and race. This has led to the rise of political parties with agendas catering to
one or a mix of these groups. Parties in India also target people who are not in favour of other parties and use
them as an asset. Some other parties claim to be universal in nature, but tend to draw support from particular
sections of the population. The narrow focus and votebank politics of most parties, even in the central
government and central legislature, sidelines national issues such as economic welfare and national security.
Moreover, internal security is also threatened as incidences of political parties instigating and leading violence
between two opposing groups of people is a frequent occurrence. Economic issues This section does not cite
any sources. October Learn how and when to remove this template message Economic issues like poverty ,
unemployment , development are main issues that influence politics. Garibi hatao eradicate poverty has been a
slogan of the Indian National Congress for a long time. The Communist Party of India Marxist vehemently
supports left-wing politics like land-for-all , right to work and strongly opposes neo-liberal policies such as
globalisation , capitalism and privatisation. Law and order Terrorism , Naxalism , religious violence and
caste-related violence are important issues that affect the political environment of the Indian nation. Terrorism
has affected politics India since its conception, be it the terrorism supported from Pakistan or the internal
guerrilla groups such as Naxalites. In the former prime minister Rajiv Gandhi was assassinated during an
election campaign. Law and order issues, such as action against organised crime are issues which do not affect
the outcomes of elections. On the other hand, there is a criminalâ€”politician nexus. Many elected legislators
have criminal cases against them. In July , the Washington Post reported that nearly a fourth of the Indian
Parliament members faced criminal charges, "including human trafficking , child prostitution immigration
rackets, embezzlement , rape and even murder ".
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