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George 1V, King of the United Kingdom () The Letters of King George IV Volume 2, February January / edited by A.
Aspinall ; with an introduction by C.K. Webster.

The family moved to Leicester Square , where George and his younger brother Prince Edward, Duke of Y ork
and Albany , were educated together by private tutors. Family letters show that he could read and write in both
English and German, as well as comment on political events of the time, by the age of eight. Apart from
chemistry and physics, his lessons included astronomy, mathematics, French, Latin, history, music,
geography, commerce, agriculture and constitutional law, along with sporting and social accomplishments
such as dancing, fencing, and riding. His religious education was wholly Anglican. It may with truth be said,
A boy in England born, in England bred. However, in the Prince of Wales died unexpectedly from a lung
injury at the age of 44, and George became heir apparent to the throne. Now more interested in his grandson,
three weeks later the King created George Prince of Wales [11] [12] the title is not automatically acquired.
The search for a suitable wife intensified. George remarkably never took a mistress in contrast with his
grandfather and his sons , and the couple enjoyed a genuinely happy marriage until his mental illness struck.
In, George purchased Buckingham House on the site now occupied by Buckingham Palace for use as afamily
retreat. He did not travel extensively, and spent his entire life in southern England. In the s, the King and his
family took holidays at Weymouth, Dorset , [21] which he thus popularised as one of the first seaside resorts
in England. George surrendered the Crown Estate to Parliamentary control in return for a civil list annuity for
the support of his household and the expenses of civil government. Wilkes was eventualy arrested for
seditious libel but he fled to France to escape punishment; he was expelled from the House of Commons , and
found guilty in absentia of blasphemy and libel. Later that year, the Roya Proclamation of placed alimit upon
the westward expansion of the American colonies. The Proclamation aimed to divert colonia expansion to the
north to Nova Scotia and to the south Florida. The Proclamation Line did not bother the mgjority of settled
farmers, but it was unpopular with a vocal minority and ultimately contributed to conflict between the
colonists and the British government. In, Grenville introduced the Stamp Act , which levied a stamp duty on
every document in the British colonies in North America. Since newspapers were printed on stamped paper,
those most affected by the introduction of the duty were the most effective at producing propaganda opposing
the tax. That year, John Wilkes returned to England, stood as a candidate in the general election , and came top
of the poll in the Middlesex constituency. Wilkes was again expelled from Parliament. Wilkes was re-elected
and expelled twice more, before the House of Commons resolved that his candidature was invalid and
declared the runner-up as the victor. George was appalled by what he saw as their loose morals. In, his brother
Prince Henry, Duke of Cumberland and Strathearn , was exposed as an adulterer, and the following year
Cumberland married a young widow, Anne Horton. The King considered her inappropriate as a roya bride:
George insisted on a new law that essentially forbade members of the Royal Family from legally marrying
without the consent of the Sovereign. Maria was related to his political opponents. Neither lady was ever
received at court. In Britain, opinion hardened against the colonists, with Chatham now agreeing with North
that the destruction of the tea was "certainly criminal”. The detailed evidence of the years from to tends to
exonerate George |11 from any real responsibility for the American Revolution. Brought to a head over the
lack of American representation in Parliament, which was seen as a denial of their rights as Englishmen and
often popularly focused on direct taxes levied by Parliament on the colonies without their consent, the
colonists resisted the imposition of direct rule after the Boston Tea Party. Creating self-governing provinces,
they circumvented the British ruling apparatus in each colony by Armed conflict between British regulars and
colonial militiamen broke out at the Battles of Lexington and Concord in April After petitions to the Crown
for intervention with Parliament were ignored, the rebel leaders were declared traitors by the Crown and a year
of fighting ensued. The colonies declared their independence in July , listing grievances against the British
king and legislature while asking the support of the populace. He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts,
burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people. George Il is often accused of obstinately trying to
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keep Great Britain at war with the revolutionaries in America, despite the opinions of his own ministers. He
died later in the same year. Lord Gower and Lord Weymouth both resigned from the government. The King
drafted an abdication notice, which was never delivered, [58] [65] finally accepted the defeat in North
America, and authorised peace negotiations. The Treaties of Paris , by which Britain recognised the
independence of the American states and returned Floridato Spain, were signed in and He told Adams, "l was
the last to consent to the separation; but the separation having been made and having become inevitable, | have
always said, as | say now, that | would be the first to meet the friendship of the United States as an
independent power. The King then appointed Lord Shelburne to replace him. Charles James Fox , however,
refused to serve under Shelburne, and demanded the appointment of the Duke of Portland. In , the House of
Commons forced Shelburne from office and his government was replaced by the Fox&€” North Coalition. The
King disliked Fox intensely, for his politics as well as his character; he thought Fox was unprincipled and a
bad influence on the Prince of Wales. He was further dismayed when the government introduced the India
Bill, which proposed to reform the government of India by transferring political power from the East India
Company to Parliamentary commissioners. The bill was rejected by the Lords; three days later, the Portland
ministry was dismissed, and William Pitt the Younger was appointed Prime Minister, with Temple as his
Secretary of State. On 17 December , Parliament voted in favour of a motion condemning the influence of the
monarch in parliamentary voting as a "high crime" and Temple was forced to resign. It proved that he was
able to appoint Prime Ministers on the basis of his own interpretation of the public mood without having to
follow the choice of the current mgjority in the House of Commons. They were expected to attend rigorous
lessons from seven in the morning, and to lead lives of religious observance and virtue. He had a mental
illness, characterised by acute mania, which was possibly a symptom of the genetic disease porphyria, [77]
although this has been questioned. The source of the arsenic is not known, but it could have been a component
of medicines or cosmetics. At the end of the parliamentary session, he went to Cheltenham Spa to recuperate.
In November he became seriously deranged, sometimes speaking for many hours without pause, causing him
to foam at the mouth and making his voice hoarse. George would frequently repeat himself, and write
sentences with over words at atime, as well as his vocabulary becoming more complex, possible symptoms of
bipolar disorder. George seemed unperturbed by the incident, so much so that he fell asleep in the interval.
France declared war on Great Britain in ; in the war attempt, George allowed Pitt to increase taxes, raise
armies, and suspend the right of habeas corpus. The First Coalition to oppose revolutionary France, which
included Austria, Prussia, and Spain, broke up in when Prussia and Spain made separate peace with France. A
brief [ull in hostilities allowed Pitt to concentrate effort on Ireland, where there had been an uprising and
attempted French landing in  George Ill claimed that to emancipate Catholics would be to violate his
coronation oath, in which Sovereigns promise to maintain Protestantism. Addington opposed emancipation,
instituted annual accounts, abolished income tax and began a programme of disarmament. In October , he
made peace with the French, and in signed the Treaty of Amiens. An invasion of England by Napoleon
seemed imminent, and a massive volunteer movement arose to defend England against the French. Should his
troops effect alanding, | shall certainly put myself at the head of mine, and my other armed subjects, to repel
them. Lord Grenville perceived an injustice to Fox, and refused to join the new ministry. This Third Coalition
, however, met the same fate as the First and Second Coalitions, collapsing in The King was conciliatory
towards Fox, after being forced to capitulate over his appointment. To boost recruitment, the ministry
proposed a measure in February whereby Roman Catholics would be allowed to serve in all ranks of the
Armed Forces. George instructed them not only to drop the measure, but also to agree never to set up such a
measure again. The ministers agreed to drop the measure then pending, but refused to bind themselves in the
future. Parliament was dissolved, and the subsequent election gave the ministry a strong majority in the House
of Commons. George Il made no further major political decisions during his reign; the replacement of the
Duke of Portland by Perceval in was of little actual significance. In his view the malady had been triggered by
stress over the death of his youngest and favourite daughter, Princess Amelia. Despite signs of a recovery in
May , by the end of the year George had become permanently insane and lived in seclusion at Windsor Castle
until his death. Liverpool oversaw British victory in the Napoleonic Wars. The subsequent Congress of
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Vienna led to significant territorial gains for Hanover, which was upgraded from an electorate to a kingdom.
He developed dementia , and became completely blind and increasingly deaf. He was incapable of knowing or
understanding that he was declared King of Hanover in, or that hiswife died in His favourite son, Frederick,
Duke of York , was with him. Legacy George |1l lived for 81 years and days and reigned for 59 years and 96
days: Only Victoria and Elizabeth Il have since lived and reigned longer. There was unprecedented growth in
the rural population, which in turn provided much of the workforce for the concurrent Industrial Revolution.
George |11 hoped that "the tongue of malice may not paint my intentions in those colours she admires, nor the
sycophant extoll me beyond what | deserve”, [] but in the popular mind George 111 has been both demonised
and praised. While very popular at the start of his reign, by the mids George had lost the loyalty of
revolutionary American colonists, [] though it has been estimated that as many as half of the colonists
remained loyal. However, in the mid-twentieth century the work of Lewis Namier , who thought George was
"much maligned", started a re-evaluation of the man and his reign. Butterfield rejected the arguments of his
Victorian predecessors with withering disdain: His capacity for synthesis, and his ability to dovetail the
various parts of the evidence He then continued as duke until the Congress of Vienna declared him "King of
Hanover" in
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Profile by Sir Thomas Lawrence , c. The letters patent lacked the Royal Sign Manual , but were sealed by
request of resolutions passed by both Houses of Parliament. The Lords Commissioners appointed by the letters
patent, in the name of the King, then signified the granting of Royal Assent to a bill that became the Regency
Act Parliament restricted some of the powers of the Prince Regent as the Prince of Wales became known. The
constraints expired one year after the passage of the Act. The principle that the prime minister was the person
supported by a majority in the House of Commons, whether the king personally favoured him or not, became
established. One of the most important political conflicts facing the country concerned Catholic emancipation ,
the movement to relieve Roman Catholics of various political disabilities. He did not, however, immediately
put Lord Grenville and the Whigs into office. Influenced by his mother, he claimed that a sudden dismissal of
the Tory government would exact too great atoll on the health of the King a steadfast supporter of the Tories,
thereby eliminating any chance of a recovery. Instead, he asked the Whigs to join the existing ministry under
Perceval. The Whigs, however, refused to co-operate because of disagreements over Catholic emancipation.
The Prince Regent was prepared to reappoint all the members of the Perceval ministry under a new leader. The
House of Commons formally declared its desire for a"strong and efficient administration™, [43] so the Prince
Regent then offered leadership of the government to Richard Wellesey, 1st Marquess Wellesley , and
afterwards to Francis Rawdon-Hastings, 2nd Earl of Moira. He doomed the attempts of both to failure,
however, by forcing each to construct an al party ministry at atime when neither party wished to share power
with the other. Possibly using the failure of the two peers as a pretext, the Prince Regent immediately
reappointed the Perceval administration, with Robert Jenkinson, 2nd Earl of Liverpool , as Prime Minister. In
the subsequent Congress of Vienna, it was decided that the Electorate of Hanover , a state that had shared a
monarch with Britain since , would be raised to a kingdom, known as the Kingdom of Hanover. Napoleon
returned from exile in , but was defeated at the Battle of Waterloo by Arthur Wellesley, 1st Duke of
WEellington , brother of Marquess Wellesley. George took up the new idea of the seaside spa and had the
Brighton Pavilion developed as a fantastical seaside palace, adapted by Nash in the "Indian Gothic" style
inspired loosely by the Tgj Maha , with extravagant "Indian" and "Chinese" interiors. They had lived
separately since , and both were having affairs. However, George IV refused to recognise Caroline as Queen,
and commanded British ambassadors to ensure that monarchs in foreign courts did the same. Therefore, he
requested and ensured the introduction of the Pains and Penalties Bill , under which Parliament could have
imposed legal penalties without a trial in a court of law. The bill would have annulled the marriage and
stripped Caroline of the title of Queen. The bill proved extremely unpopular with the public, and was
withdrawn from Parliament. George 1V decided, nonetheless, to exclude his wife from his coronation at
Westminster Abbey , on 19 July Caroline fell ill that day and died on 7 August; during her fina illness she
often stated that she thought she had been poisoned. Despite the enormous cost, it was a popular event. At first
it was believed that he would support Catholic emancipation , as he had proposed a Catholic Emancipation
Bill for Ireland in , but his anti-Catholic views became clear in when he privately canvassed against the
ultimately defeated Catholic Relief Bill of By he was denouncing Catholic emancipation in public. In ,
however, Lord Liverpool retired, to be replaced by the pro-emancipation Tory George Canning. When
Canning entered office, the King, hitherto content with privately instructing his ministers on the Catholic
Question, thought it fit to make a public declaration to the effect that his sentiments on the question were those
of his revered father, George Ill. As a result, the ministry was forced to include Whigs. Lord Goderich |eft
officein, to be succeeded by the Duke of Wellington, who had by that time accepted that the denial of some
measure of relief to Roman Catholics was politically untenable. Under pressure from his fanatically
anti-Catholic brother, the Duke of Cumberland , the King withdrew his approval and in protest the Cabinet
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resigned en masse on 4 March. The next day the King, now under intense political pressure, reluctantly agreed
to the Bill and the ministry remained in power. In his last years, he spent whole days in bed and suffered
spasms of breathlessness that would leave him half-asphyxiated. Now largely confined to his bedchambers,
having completely lost sight in one eye and describing himself "as blind as a beetle", he was forced to approve
legislation with a stamp of his signature in the presence of witnesses. | shall be released about Monday. Fetch
him; thisis death! | was up the stairsin five minutes, and he died but eight minutes afterwards.
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George's coronation was a magnificent and expensive affair, costing about A£, (approximately A£20,, in ; for
comparison, his father's coronation had only cost about A£10,, less than a twentieth of George IV's).

Thefirst heir born to a reigning monarch for three quarters of a century. Five days later he was created Prince
of Wales by his delighted father. He was to be the eldest of a further fourteen children born to George I11 and
his consort. George was a handsome and intelligent child and was competent at French, German and Italian,
enjoyed Shakespeare and had some ability in music. His spelling was reported to be poor. Mrs Robinson At
the age of 18 the Prince of Wales was given a separate establishment, and in dramatic contrast with hisdutiful
father, threw himself with enthusiasm into alife of wild extravagance involving heavy drinking and escapades.
He indulged in ateenage affair in, with the celebrated actress Mrs. Her royal suitor showered gifts on her, but
the affair did not last, coming to an end in the spring of As ayoung man, George became an leading figure in
fashionable society and was known as the first gentleman of Europe for his polished and refined manners. His
censorious father strongly disapproved of his extravagance, mounting debts and political associates. George in
turn loathed his father and the typical Hanoverian fractious pattern between the King and his eldest son was
established early on in their relationship. Since it contravened the Royal Marriages Act the marriage was
illegal. On 23 June , Maria was informed by letter that her relationship with the Prince was over. George told
his younger brother, Prince Frederick, Duke of York and Albany, that he and Maria were "parted, but parted
amicably”, informong him of his intention to marry their first cousin, Princess Caroline of Brunswick. In
George was forced to marry Caroline of Brunswick , to induce Parliament to pay his huge debts. She was not a
particularly attractive woman, was course and neglected personal hygiene. On first sight of his future wife,
George was thoroughly dismayed and in a state of shock, "l am not well", he announced, "pray get me a glass
of brandy,"” The marriage ceremony proceeded as arranged, attended by his well pleased father, on the evening
of 8th April, at the Chapel Royal at St. The bride wore a elaborate dress of silver tissue and lace and a velvet
robe lined with ermine. The distraught bridegroom spent his wedding night lying on the bedroom floor by the
fireplace in a drunken stupor. Although he was repelled by his wife, George eventually did his duty and
brought himself to consummate the marriage and the Princess of Wales gave birth to a daughter and heir to the
throne, Princess Charlotte , on 7th January, After the birth of the child George promptly abandoned Caroline.
The Princess of Wales was forbidden to see her daughter on a daily basis and in was banished. She went to
live abroad, inviting scandal by taking lovers and running up vast debts. He was to become a lavish, even
extravagant patron of the arts and possessed both charm and taste. He established a superb collection of
paintings and had a keen interest in architecture. The Brighton Pavilion was commissioned, on which no
expense was spared, which made him deplored by the country who ultimately had to foot the bill. Princess
Charlotte of Wales Princess Charlotte of WalesAfter a failed attempt to force her into a marriage with the
Prince of Orange, whom she loathed, the Regent married his daughter and the heiress to the throne, Charlotte,
to Leopold of Saxe-Coburg- Saalfield, her own choice as a husband. After two miscarriages, Charlotte became
pregnant with what was hoped would be a grandson and the heir in the next generation to the British throne.
She went into labour on 3rd November, The sad news was related to George on his reaching Carlton House,
being told that his daughter herself was doing well, he retired exhausted to bed. Though the mother seemed at
first to be recovering well from her horrendous ordeal, she complained that evening of severe stomach pains
and began to vomit. She later developed a pain in her chest, before going into convulsions. It has been
suggested that Charlotte died as a result of porphyria, inherited from her grandfather, George I11. Soon after
the Regent was awoken by his brother, the Duke of York and informed that his only daughter was dead.
Highly emotional by nature, George was extremely distraught. The following day he went to visit his bereaved
son-in-law at Carlton House. In contrast to the sad but composed Leopold, George was overcome and worked
himself into a very distressed condition, which was the cause of further alarm. Both the Regent and Prince
Leopold publicly exonerated him from blame, but the damage to his reputation was done and eighteen months
later Croft shot himself. The death of Charlotte was followed in by that of his mother, Queen Charlotte, he felt
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her death deeply, as they had enjoyed a very close relationship, she had, for many years been his confidante.
George was with her, holding her hand, when she died on 17th November. He greatly missed her support and
was characteristically extremely affected by her death. George IV was then aged 57, by the time of his
accession, he was obese and possibly addicted to the pain reliever, laudanum. An ostentatious and magnificent
coronation was arranged. Caroline of Brunswick, who was vulgar and profligate, now saw herself as Queen of
England. She was given a rousing welcome at Dover. The people identified with a woman who had been
wronged by their unpopular King and she proceeded to London where she was met with cheering from the
populace. Caroline was put on trial by the House of Lords, to determine her adultery with Pergami, but this
remained unproven, thus depriving George IV of a means to have his despised marriage annulled. On the day
of the coronation, 19 July , Caroline turned up at Westminster, planning to attend the coronation service as
gueen, but on arrival at the abbey she was turned away and suffered the indignity of being refused entry at
both the doors to the East Cloister and West Cloister, she then attempted to enter via Westminster Hall. An
onlooker described how the Queen stood at the door fuming until the doors were slammed in her face. His
architect Sir Jeffry Wyatville swept away the last traces of the medieval fortress. A series of state apartments
were created and the Waterloo Chamber was built. He a'so employed the architect John Nash to rebuild what
was then known as Buckingham House, turning it into the Buckingham Palace we know today. George kept a
series of mistresses including Grace Elliott, the divorced wife of a physician and Frances Villiers, Countess of
Jersey, who dominated his life for some years. In later life, his mistresses were the Marchioness of Hertford
and the Marchioness Conyngham, both of whom were married. He was rumoured to have fathered severa
illegitimate children. James Ord born -who moved to the United States and became a Jesuit priest, was said his
son by Maria Fitzherbert. The King, late in hislife, told a friend that he had a son who was a naval officer in
the West Indies, whose identity has been tentatively established as Captain Henry A. Now vastly overweight
and aging rapidly, he became highly sensitive to the inquisitive gaze of his subjects and grew ever more
reclusive. Due to huge banquets and copious amounts of acohol, he had become obese, making him the target
of ridicule on the rare occasions that he appeared in public. By his weight had reached 17 stone 7 pounds and
by his corset was made for awaist of 50 inches cm. He suffered from gout, arteriosclerosis, peripheral edema
"dropsy” , and possibly porphyria. In his last years, he spent whole days in bed and suffered spasms of
breathlessness that would leave him half-asphyxiated. In, his eyesight started to fail, he began to suffer from
weakness and insomnia and bouts of breathlessness and his legs became grotesquely bloated with dropsy.
Attacks of breathlessness due to dropsy forced him to sleep upright in a chair, and doctors frequently tapped
his abdomen to drain excess fluid. George died on 26th June, A postmortem examination revealed that the
King had been suffering from arteriosclerosis for many years, the immediate cause of death was the rupture of
a blood vessal in the stomach. A large tumour "the size of an orange" was found attached to his bladder, and
he had an enlarged heart surrounded by alarge fat deposit and a heavily calcified heart valve.
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The intimate letters of this selection reveal the character of George IV, and are more satisfactory as sources than gossip
and diaries. Many are also, of course, of great value for the understanding of affairs of State.

George IV and Queen Caroline: Although they were first cousins, the couple had not met before the marriage
was arranged. Neither the Prince of Wales nor the Princess Caroline wanted the match, but they both agreed to
it. But George was not the only one to suffer from this arranged marriage. The man of my choice | am
debarred from possessing, and | resign myself to my destiny. | much fear these habits are irrecoverably rooted
in her & sheis naturally curious, and a gossip. He was particularly revolted when she had a tooth drawn and
had it sent to him as a gift! She wrote to her friend: | shall strive to render my husband happy. He raised her
gracefully enough , and embraced her, said barely one word, turned round, retired to a distant part of the
apartment, and calling me to him, said, "Harris, | am not well; pray get me a glass of brandy. When Lord
Malmesbury rejoined her she exclaimed in French, asking if the Prince was always like that and declaring that
she found him very fat and nothing like as handsome as his portrait. The King was effusive in welcoming her
but the Queen was cold and her future husband indifferent. George had never wanted the marriage apart from
as a way to secure funds, and he was heavily influenced by his new mistress, Frances, Countess of Jersey ,
whom he heartlessly appointed as a Lady of the Bedchamber for his new wife. The Prince made no secret of
the fact that Caroline was his wife in name only. When she unwisely revealed her previous attachment, Lady
Jersey had no scruplesin laying this before the Prince and poisoning his mind against his new wife. He wanted
to divorce his wife, but the King was emphatically against it. A separation, however, was unavoidable. In a
letter from the Prince of Wales to his wife dated 30 April , the Prince stated that: Tranquil and comfortable
society is, however, in our power; let our intercourse, therefore, be restricted to that. In time, Lady Jersey was
abandoned for a succession of other mistresses, including areturn to his long term lover, Mrs Fitzherbert. But
at no time did the Prince show any kindness towards his wife. He did not desire her company, and yet, when
he could, he restricted her movements and limited her access to her daughter. She could not expect his love,
but she deserved his respect and received none. When George became king in , he publicly accused his wife of
adultery and Queen Caroline was put on trial in an attempt to prevent her from being crowned as queen. Public
support once again rallied to the Queen and the Bill of Pains and Penalties, which would have dissolved the
marriage, had to be abandoned. George did, however, succeed in barring Caroline from his coronation.
Popular media of the time represented George as a libertine and Caroline as the wronged wife. He had agreed
to marry Princess Caroline, but failed to show her the respect due to her as wife. He paraded his mistresses in
front of her and yet accused her of improper behaviour at every opportunity. Caroline, on the other hand, was
an unfortunate choice of bride; her character and person disgusted her husband and her lack of restraint
brought his didlike into the open. Their domestic dispute was paraded in front of the British public for over
twenty years, causing the royal family acute embarrassment and loss of popularity. But perhaps the most
sobering reflection is that this match was carried forward against the natural inclinations of both parties and as
such, was a recipe for marital disharmony before ever the marriage vows had been exchanged. As George ||
was vehemently opposed to his children marrying beneath them, this effectively left only German royalty as
potential spouses.
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